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2 Front page photo: Harvest under way in rural Worcestershire, not far from Kings Norton.
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What’s on in Kings Norton? More than ever, if
these pages are to be believed. September,
always a time of new beginnings, sees the launch
of fresh initiatives on the Hawkesley Estate (p.6)
and our list of Societies, Clubs and Venues is the
longest we have published. If you are new to the
area, we hope that this edition will help you to
make connections and find friends; and if you
know someone who has yet to discover what this
part of Birmingham has to offer, why not buy
them a copy?

As always, we try to strike a balance between
stories of past and present. This month, two
articles remind us of the challenges faced by the
poor: yesterday, within the confines of the
Victorian workhouse which used to stand on The
Green (p.34) and today, in the struggles of our
local food bank to keep up with the rising tide of
demand. We are grateful, in particular, to New
Statesman journalist David Barker, whose work
appears in this magazine for the first time (p.16).
His insights make sobering reading.

Alongside the serious food for thought, there is,
thankfully,  space for fun. Nautical columnist
Eddie is up to no good again, of course (p.48).
And then there are the joy of motorbikes (p.42),
the glamour of silent movies (p.13) and the allure
of 1960s children’s television (p.14). All topped
off with an invitation to  join with others in raising
almost £100,000 to rescue one of our best-loved
historic buildings (p.38). Please do.

The Editor
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From the Rector
Have We Released The Gene Genie?

Designer babies, genetically modified or
manipulated food, stem cell
implants…the list of scientific advances
in genetics sound like the material for a
number of sci-fi books and films (which
of course it is).

Yet these are not science fiction but fact.
The most recent breakthrough came
when scientists were able to erase from
a selection of DNA samples a gene which
causes a commonly occurring congenital
heart disease. It did not work in every
sample but it did in the majority and was
therefore hailed as a success. For those
families who carry this particular gene it
must have been a cause for enormous
hope for their future children.

As with every new advance in genetics
the response of most is one of approval
and congratulations; after all, if this is a
way of preventing illness in children
before they are even born, surely it is a
good thing? Before universally
acclaiming this latest achievement we
must consider the wider implications.

All good science should be put to the
service of humankind. However, history
has taught us that science is never
neutral, and that scientific research is
expensive, exclusive and often
dangerous. Those who conduct such
experiments are reliant upon those who

pay their costs and promote their
achievements. Those in control of the
science have their own priorities,
which may not always accord with the
best interests of humankind.

The advocates of genetically modified
food, for example, are called to
account by their opponents for being
short-sighted and negligent of the
irreversible effects which GM food may
have on the environment. Those who
wish to promote the idea of designer
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babies are advocating genetic
interference with the natural processes
of conception to ensure a child is the
parents' choice of colour, academic
potential, body shape and even hair
colour.

It is one thing to modify genes to prevent
congenital heart disease from being
passed on to the next generation, but
what comes next? Should we agree to
other genetic conditions being erased?

The top 20 genetic disorders include
sickle cell anaemia, cystic fibrosis,
Down’s syndrome and albinism. Autism
is also linked to genetic complications.
Any family with children suffering from
the above list of conditions would no
doubt be expected to agree that
anything that can be done to eradicate
these conditions should be attempted.

However, in a recent radio interview, a
parent with a Down’s syndrome child
said that they regarded them as a special
gift to the family and that the child's
presence had enriched their family life as
they adapted to caring and loving. The
members of this family were Christians
and they saw it as a condition of
accepting the greater purposes of their
situation, beyond any initial aversion
they may have felt.

Autistic children often grow into adults
with advanced gifts of intellect or skill
and recent research suggests that
certain historical figures may have been
on the autistic spectrum: Einstein,
Mozart and Emily Dickenson, for
example. Once we interfere with nature,

even with the best of intentions, we
may be in danger of entering the area
of unintended consequences. We can
generally agree that some genetic
disorders are life-threatening and that
they should be eradicated. Those
which are life-limiting and allow a
certain quality of life help to enrich
families, and even society, in
unexpected ways.

It may be a leap from genetic
experimentation to designer babies,
but they are both part of the same
scientific discipline and, as such, are
present in their potential if not yet in
practice. Morality must play a part in
addressing these issues.

The Christian faith is clear that God is
The Creator, that "All things come from
God and of God's own do we give." (1
Chronicles 29). Put another way, we
are the recipients of a natural order
ordained by God and whatever we do
to this natural order will have far-
reaching consequences. This does not
mean that we do nothing to improve
nature. Rather, it means we must be
aware that, in doing so, we are not
accountable to ourselves alone in what
we regard as right or true.

All human scientific advances must be
conducted with regard to the principle
that human life flourishes best under
conditions of morality (righteousness)
and justice for the many, and not
through the exercise of power, choice
and privilege only for the few.

Revd Larry Wright
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You may have been told that the greatest
risk to your health is lack of exercise, or
perhaps drinking or smoking to excess. But
it turns out, according to research
published in 2016, that social isolation may
have an equally negative impact on health,
causing problems as varied as high blood
pressure, heart disease, obesity, cognitive
decline and a shortened lifespan.

A study conducted by the University of
York among 180,000 adults living in high-
income countries including Britain
discovered that people who are isolated or
lonely have a 29% higher risk of heart
disease and a 32% higher risk of stroke
when compared with their control group
of subjects who had a strong social
network. “Being alone, or feeling like you
are alone, probably increases the risk of
many diseases by about 30%,” said
Julianne Holt-Lunstad, associate professor
of psychology and neuroscience at
Brigham Young University.*

Loneliness is therefore far more than an
unfortunate side-effect of an increasingly
fragmented, distrustful and social media
obsessed society. It is an urgent problem
which deserves to be taken with the

utmost seriousness.

But where do you begin? You could
perhaps decide, for the sake of your own
well-being, to put more effort into
maintaining and extending your own
friendships, into “getting out more” and
inviting people into your own home. No-
one would deny that this is a good start,
though perhaps a little self-interested.

Or you could do what some remarkable
people on the Hawkesley Estate have
begun to do in recent months: set out with
others to understand the extent of the
problem in your local community and then
resolve to do something about it together
by tackling isolation and its consequences
head on.

Gemma O’Neill, Chantel Armstrong and
Katie Hewitt are three inspirational
women who have committed the next
three years of their lives to rebuilding
community life on the Hawkesley Estate. If
they had set out to do it alone, you might
rightly accuse them of excessive optimism
or over-confidence. But theirs is a carefully
planned and Lottery-funded initiative,
conceived and overseen by Age Concern

* https://blogs.psychcentral.com

Can loneliness kill you?

Let’s Get Hawkesley
Flying!
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Birmingham (ACB), which will rely for its
success on you and on others like you; that
is, on the generosity and enthusiasm of
local volunteers. Once established, the
hope is that the newly-created groups and
activities will be self-sustaining. “Our
goal,” says Chantel, “is to see ourselves out
of a job within 3 years.”

It came as a surprise to me to learn that
the Hawkesley Community Centre (HCC)
on Edgewood Road was acquired by ACB in
2014 as part of an asset transfer from
Birmingham City Council. Over the past 2-3
years, Age Concern Birmingham has been
trying to form a better understanding of
the needs of people on the Hawkesley
Estate. What they have discovered is that
there is a pressing need to tackle issues
related to isolation, health and well-being
and employment skills in particular age

groups, specifically among young people
aged 11-25 and the over-50s.

I met Gemma, Chantel and Katie in August
to learn more about their plans. They told
me that, in response to its findings, ACB,
led by Becky Smith, the Director of
Operations and Development, had made
an application to the Big Lottery (Reaching
Communities) fund. In December 2016,
after some searching interviews, they were
awarded enough money to employ two
part-time staff for three years whose job it
would be to “get Hawkesley flying” as a
thriving, integrated community. The posts
were advertised in February 2017. Chantel
and Katie came on board soon afterwards.

Chantel grew up on the Hawkesley Estate
and has a background in education: her
experience includes 10 years as a teaching

Left to right: Katie Hewitt, Gemma O’Neill, Chantel Armstrong.
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assistant and inclusion mentor in local
secondary schools. She has also worked for
Jubilee Citizens UK, a branch of Age
Concern Birmingham which supports older
people who are living independently but
who are in need of a helping hand at home.
Katie, originally from Reading, has a degree
in Psychology and a background in
community work and rehabilitation in
hospitals, particularly in the area of mental
health and learning
disabilities. Her focus in the
past has been on facilitating
independent living in the
community. Together with
Gemma, who manages the
Hawkesley Community
Centre for ACB, they will be
spearheading the new
initiative. But what, exactly,
will they be doing?

Chantel explains, “To start
with, we want to recruit
volunteers to run the groups that we plan
to set up, evaluate the skills that they can
bring to the centre, help them as they set
up the groups and then step back, leaving
them to run established activities while we
set up new ones.”  “We can’t do it all
ourselves,” adds Katie. “We’re only
contracted for 18 hours a week. We intend
to give the volunteers the skills they need
to make all these things happen. We really
want it to be sustainable in the long term.”
And Gemma adds, “The whole point of the
project is to allow people to feel valued
and engaged. We want to discover how we
can help them to achieve their aims.”

So who are these groups for? Gemma
begins, “Hawkesley has a large elderly
population and we discovered that a lot of

older people were isolated. So we wanted
to bring them out of their homes and help
them to connect ”. One of the first groups
to be established, therefore, is called
Wellbeing Wednesday. Aimed at the over-
50s, it has started to provide a weekly
lunch at the Centre and a group activity for
the dozen or so who are coming regularly
and who are already beginning to bring
their friends.

Another group which is off
the ground and growing as
word spreads is aimed at 11-
17 year olds. They meet on a
Monday evening for two
hours and are already
beginning to take the
initiative in planning their
own programme. One of
their first requests was for
first aid training, which the
Red Cross have agreed to
provide.

More is planned for this September,
including a new group for 18-25 year olds
who are seeking employment, to build
their confidence and get them “job-ready”;
and a regular inter-generational gathering
at weekends to bring the whole
community together. Meanwhile,
connections of all kinds are being made
with other agencies which have something
to offer, including Youth Promise Plus, a
project for 16-29 year olds funded by the
European Social Fund. There are plans,
too, to forge links with local schools in
September.

Gemma, Chantel and Katie have ambitious
plans for HCC: group cycle rides, using the
10 bikes already owned by the Centre;

“The whole point
of the project is to

allow people to
feel valued and

engaged. We
want to discover
how we can help
them to achieve

their aims.”
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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

3rd July Leslie George McPike 88 In.CY
4th July Violet Randall 92 Cr.LH
5th July Ellen Elsie Bromley 89 Cr.LH
5th July Kathleen Rose Handley 94 In.CY
6th July Olive Ivy Turner 93 Bu.CY
7th July Betty Griffiths 96 SN.Cr.LH
11th July John Anthony Bonner 64 Bu.CY
14th July Amy Scarlett Dyke 2 mths SN.Bu.CY
17th July Hazel Mary Whiston 81 Cr.LH
20th July Ethel Millie Shakespeare 87 SN.Bu.CY
24th July Kenneth Newton 67 Cr.LH
26th July Kenneth Melvyn Davies 80 SN.Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley

Funerals
July 2017

providing training in writing job
applications and C.V.s in HCC’s computer
room; developing their in-house Honesty
Shop, an unstaffed charity shop which
invites customers to donate what they can.
I was particularly impressed by their idea
of a Skills Swap, a plan to pair up people
who can “trade” skills to each other’s
mutual benefit. I’ll fix your plumbing if you
teach me about email and no money
changes hands.

If all of these wonderful ideas, and those
which have yet to be thought of, are to
grow and flourish, they will need
volunteers and many of them. That’s

where you come in. If you live in or near
Kings Norton and you have a few hours to
spare, why not contact Hawkesley
Community Centre either via social media
(if you type “Hawkesley” into Facebook it
comes up straight away) or by phone on
0121 399 0122 and ask how you can help.
The office is open from Monday to Friday
from 9.00 until 4.30. And if volunteering is
not for you, could I urge you to consider
passing this article on to people you know
who may be interested? Together, let’s do
what we can to get Hawkesley flying!

David Ash
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Many readers will be
aware of the outstanding
reputation of St Mary's
Hospice, but not everyone
understands the full
extent of its support
services. The Hospice's PR
Officer Sian Floyd helps us
to do so.

Why Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice
is focusing on living

“I imagined a hospice to be a very sad
place and for one purpose only but I’ve
been pleasantly surprised to see that
Birmingham St Mary’s is full of
kindness, happiness, and hope. They
don’t just concentrate on end of life
care,  they also help individuals and
families to have happy times and
prepare for the future.”

(Susan, discussing what it’s like to
come to Birmingham St Mary’s
Hospice for the first time.)

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice has a
vision; it wants to create a future
where the best experience of living is
available to everyone leading up to,

and at the end of life. It’s positively
changing attitudes towards hospices
to show that they can be places full of
hope, joy and dignity as well as
delivering high-quality care and
expert support to all individuals, their
families and carers across the local
community.

Delivering Hospice Care For All

St Mary's Hospice provides vital
support to individuals and families
living with terminal illness across
Birmingham and Sandwell.
Supporting over 1,200 local families
each year, the Hospice offers a range
of services including ‘Hospice at
Home’ nursing, symptom
management, end-of-life care and
family and carer support.
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Based in the heart of Selly Oak, the
independent charity believes hospice
care can be delivered in any setting
and so its services can be provided at
the Hospice, in people’s homes and in
the local community, making end-of-
life care more accessible for all.

Expert care, wherever and whenever
it’s needed

Most of St Mary’s Hospice care is
provided in people’s homes or in the
local community including at its three
satellite clinics in Sparkbrook, Bartley
Green and Cape Hill. This care is
delivered by the Community Palliative
Care and Hospice at Home teams,
who work in conjunction with GPs,
consultants and other healthcare
professionals to offer specialist
medical advice and emotional
support.

In addition to caring for people in
their homes, the charity has a
progressive inpatient unit for
professional end-of-life care and
symptom management. Its Day
Hospice and Welcome Group allows
individuals to enjoy complementary
therapies, as well as psychological,
social and spiritual care.

A helping hand when it’s needed
most

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice has
recently launched Support at Home, a
volunteer-led sitting and befriending
service. Funded by a two year grant
from the Big Lottery Fund, Support at

Home will offer practical, social and
emotional support to individuals who
are living at home and are being
supported by the Hospice.

As part of the service, trained
volunteers will visit homes to offer
friendly companionship, to support
individuals as they visit their GP and to
help with correspondence, as well as
enabling family and carers to take a
break from time to time.

The Hospice’s dedicated Family and
Carer Support Team are also on hand
to support with emotional and
practical matters. Whether it’s
helping to write a will or providing
bereavement counselling, this team is
there to support loved ones, families
and carers.
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Improving hospice care across the
UK

St Mary’s Hospice is currently
expanding its specialist centre of
research and learning to radically
improve end of life care locally and
across the country. From carrying out
research into pain control to
assessing the psychological factors
that are most important to individuals
as they approacah the end of life, the
Hospice is continually striving to
improve the care and support it
provides.

How can you help?

All of St Mary’s Hospice services are
free of charge to individuals, their
families and carers. It costs £8 million
each year to run the Hospice: that’s

£21,918 a day, £914 per hour, and £16
every minute.

It therefore relies on generous
support from local people to help
fund its vital work and to allow it to
continue to offer free care to those
who need it. There are many ways in
which you can get involved and
support your local Hospice, from
signing up to an event, joining us and
volunteering, making a donation or
shopping at one of our 16 stores.

To find out more about Birmingham
St Mary’s services, or to get involved,
please visit www.
birminghamhospice.org.uk.
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Fritz Laing’s 1927 sci-fi epic was for its
time one of the most extravagant and
epic films of the silent era. Using only
the rudimentary movie techniques
available to them at that time the
director and crew produced a
magical though nightmarish
dystopian world.

The film is set in the year
2026, in the extraordinary
Gothic skyscrapers of a
corporate city-state, the
Metropolis of the title. Society
has been divided into two rigid
groups: one of planners or
thinkers, who live in
luxury on the
surface of Earth,
and another of workers who live
underground toiling to sustain the lives
of the privileged up above. The city is
run by Johann 'Joh' Fredersen (Alfred
Abel).

The beautiful and evangelical figure
Maria (Brigitte Helm) takes up the
cause of the workers. She advises the
desperate workers not to start a
revolution, and instead wait for the
arrival of "The Mediator", who, she
says, will unite the two halves of
society. The son of Fredersen, Freder
(Gustav Fröhlich), becomes infatuated
with Maria, and follows her down into
the working underworld. There he

experiences first-hand the toiling
lifestyle of the workers, and observes
the casual attitude of their employers
(he is disgusted after seeing an

explosion at the "M-Machine", when
the employers bring in new

workers to keep the machine
running before taking care of
the men wounded or killed in
the accident). Shocked at the

workers' living conditions,
he joins Maria’s cause.

What follows is a dramatic tale
of double identity where Maria

is cloned as a robot by a
corporate scientist in

order to undermine
the movement for

justice she instigated. Memorable
scenes follow and the fate of the real
Maria and the fake Maria become
almost identical as they are pursued by
enemies.

It is film of mesmerising scenes with an
enduring message: exploitation of the
poor by the rich will inevitably end in
conflict. Only when humankind seeks to
order itself on foundations of justice
and fairness for all will we thrive. We
are left to wonder what our world will
be like in the real 2026, only 9 years
from now.

M.G.M

Metropolis
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

You May Say I’m
A Dreamer….

If you are of a certain age, you might
remember that one of the things
about the long six-week summer
break was the special television
programmes only shown during the
school holidays.  Obviously, we are
talking of a very different age before
twenty-four hour television with
hundreds of channels to choose from,
but we looked forward to being
allowed to watch television in the
mornings as a treat and to the
programmes lined up for the holidays,
even if we had seen them many times
before.

There were American programmes
such as Casey Jones and Champion the
Wonder Horse but best of all were

those that
weren’t
even in
English (very novel back then!).  They
were black and white shows from
Europe; in fact they might have been
in colour but we only had a black and
white television set so I wouldn’t
know!

Amongst my favourites were White
Horses with its catchy theme song,
which was filmed in Yugoslavia and
was in German, and Belle and
Sebastian, which was in French (and
was remade as a feature film in 2013.
Ed).   The fact that they were in a
different language didn’t seem to
matter. They were either dubbed or
subtitled, but that just made them
seem more exotic.   And of course, I
dreamt of riding a white horse and
wanted to have a dog like Belle.

As a small child I’d been desperate for
a pet. So much so that I would kidnap
the neighbour’s cat and imprison it in
my bedroom.  I would even try to
dress it in doll’s clothes and try and
get the poor thing to sit in my doll’s

Photo: Mehdi El Glaoui as Sébastien with “Belle”. First broadcast in the UK in 1967.
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…A Fundraiser

pram.  Luckily my parents did get the
message and got me my first pet, a
grey cat called Jiggers (as I said it was a
different time).

Luckily for my parents, I didn’t pursue
the idea of owning a white horse and I
knew that a dog wasn’t going to
happen.  Instead, I idolised my aunt’s
dog Bessie, a scruffy thing of great
character and indeterminate breed.
Luckily, there have been  other pets
since and just recently we have
adopted a rescue border collie called
Ginny.

It is good to have things to look
forward to and to dream about, and
not just as a child.  Sometimes I
wonder, though, if that is something
we lose as we grow up; or, indeed, if it
is something that we have lost
completely as we are now able to
purchase or experience everything
with such immediacy. The sense of
excitement, of something we have to
wait for and the dreaming of things we
want to do “one day” rather than being
able to do it “right now”.

We can also face times in our lives
when things to look forward to can
seem very difficult, times when life is
tough and there seems little to hope
for and the future looks uncertain.
Perhaps when we face these times it
is important that we are able to
dream, to plan, to look forward,  even
if only to small things.

Perhaps we need to be more child-
like in our anticipation and our
dreams rather than being
embarrassed by them. Maybe we
need to revisit some of them … like
riding a white horse.

Pauline Weaver

Photo: Helga Anders in the role of Julia, The White Horses, 1965. First broadcast in the UK in 1968.
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A year after my first visit to a food bank,
demand had doubled.

Last year, my local foodbank invited me to
visit so I could write an article for the New
Statesman describing what one afternoon
for them was like. My time there was
intense and deeply moving. I watched
volunteers give out dozens of food parcels,
but also provide calm advice, or even just
listen, to people visibly in crisis. But much
has changed in the past year.

B30 Foodbank, named after the Bournville
postcode in Birmingham, serves the
southern half of the city, which has a total
population of over one million. A year ago,
I was struck by how well the volunteers
coped with such enormous pressure, but I
was glad to see shelves full of food, ready
to be given out. Many of those same
volunteers are there now, along with some
new additions. Given that this foodbank,
like so many in the Trussell Trust, operates
out of a local church, many of the
volunteers are Christian. The majority of
those I saw tended to be older and whiter
than average in this diverse and young city.
Neither of these are growing
demographics, and yet they are on the
frontline of a growing problem.

I first met B30 Foodbank last year after
organising a fundraiser for them. I ran
another event this July, raising £1,000,
which paid for 628kgs of food. They told
me this worked out as about 2,500 meals.

It felt huge. It’s roughly how much one
person eats in two years, so I assumed it
would replenish them for at least a couple
of weeks.

Three days later, the fooodbank’s
manager, Roger Collins, emailed me to say
that on one Tuesday afternoon, between
2:30 and 4:30 pm, they received vouchers
for 82 people (47 adults 35 children). This
worked out as them giving out 633kgs of
food: slightly more than I had managed to
buy with £1,000.

I went to see Collins on the Friday. After
hearing how hectic it had been on
Tuesday, I was relieved to see relatively
few people sitting at three small, round
tables in the church’s hall. The lack of
people inside made the room feel
spacious, and those in it more noticeable:
a volunteer on one side of each round
table and a person in need on the other.
There was also a fourth table set against
the wall: long and covered with the drinks
and foods the team couldn’t put in food
parcels, along with snacks like biscuits.
Collins said anyone in there is told to help
themselves.

The fourth table was also how the
volunteers tell how long a person has gone
without food. If someone arrives starving,
then they won’t stop eating snacks, even
during discussion of issues like dietary and
fuel requirements. “There’s never anything
left on the table by the end,” said Collins.

And then the cupboard was bare - how long
can food banks keep pace with hunger?
First published in the New Statesman 4 Aug 2017. Reprinted with permission.
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He took me into the storeroom to show me
a food parcel they had just put together for
one person. I stared at the tins of
vegetables, as I tried to work out how I
could combine them with the bag of pasta
to make two meals, and then considered
what to put with the rice to create
another. I quickly felt that, if I was creative,
I could make it stretch out for four days. A
typical food parcel for one person provides
enough food for three days, but, as many
only get referred after the
problem has become
acute, these parcels have
to replenish existing
hunger, as well as tide
them over for half a week.

The shelves at the back of
the storeroom were not
barren, but they were not
full either. Food was
separated into types:
tinned, dried, cartons, and
within that into more
specific groups. There were
tinned beans, soups, meats, fish, fruits,
and vegetables; dried pasta, cereals, and
rice; and cartons of long-life milk and
juices, along with other essentials like tea,
sugar, coffee, and sauces. On one door a
sign read, “Keep calm and feed the hungry”.

“Foodbanks shouldn’t exist”, Collins said as
I surveyed the room. “So why do they?” I
asked. “The welfare state is being
destroyed”, he replied without hesitation.
We then spoke about that day’s
announcement that children’s centres in
Birmingham are threatened with closure,
due to the city council facing year on year
austerity cuts by central government. All
services are dwindling, but this one will

certainly impact on what B30 Foodbank
does. Children’s centres are one of the
most common places people get referred
to a foodbank.

There are reports that more than a million
children could go hungry this summer,
partly due to those on free school meals
not receiving the same report over the
summer holiday. In response to shadow
education secretary Angela Rayner’s

written question, the
government has stated it
has “made no assessment
of the number of children
who are at risk of
experiencing hunger during
school summer holidays in
2017”.

On the other side of the
room to the food, I spotted
another cupboard, which I
didn’t see there last year. It
housed non-food personal
hygiene items, like toilet

paper and nappies, toothbrushes and
toothpaste, shower gels and deodorants.

“It’s because of I, Daniel Blake,” Collins
said. That film not only impacted the way
in which people saw those in crisis, but also
broadened ideas about what their needs
were. Now they often receive, amongst
other items, boxes and boxes of tampons,
and sanitary and incontinence pads.

Collins led me through to the hallway,
where a noticeboard held up photos of
bulk donations, including mine, but also
monthly and annual reports on how much
they are giving, receiving, and where its all
coming from and going to. B30 Foodbank’s

“Foodbanks
shouldn’t exist”,
Collins said as I

surveyed the room.
“So why do they?” I

asked. “The
welfare state is

being destroyed”,
he replied without

hesitation.”
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figures mirror those of the national
Trussell Trust: almost 40 per cent of those
receiving food are children. It was about
the same last year.

But I was faced with one stark difference
between now and then. The amount of
food given out has risen exponentially. In
some months, it is double the previous
year’s figure. Contributions have also risen,
but, on balance, there is no doubt demand
has outpaced donation. Between August
2016 and July this year, the foodbank gave
out 60,772 kgs of food, but only received
58,660 kgs.

Based on what I managed to purchase,
that is a gap Collins and his team will need
over £3,000 of donations to fill. However,
should this pattern continue, a new crisis
will emerge, one in which the foodbank’s
reserves will run out and they may not be
able to feed everyone who comes in. Some
difficult choices would follow.

I asked Collins why it is that the single most
common reason for anyone coming to a
foodbank is that their income is too low.

“It’s the gig economy,” he said. A few
weeks prior, a young man came in for
support, with his Deliveroo bag still on his
back. He had a job, but the low pay and
high expenses meant he had no money left
over to buy food.

“A lot of demand comes from debt, but
also changes and delays to benefits,”
Collins told me. This includes payments for
those in work, but the changeover to
universal credit has been problematic for
those on benefits, as is homelessness.
However, as the Deliveroo worker
demonstrates, a lot of those in crisis are
also in work.

If this government doesn’t address
stagnant wages amidst an increased cost
of living, then working poverty will only
continue to rise, and sooner or later,
foobanks like B30 could go bust.

David Barker

David Barker is a writer and journalist based
in Birmingham.
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of £3
per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624 3865
or 07 887 512 382
An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to 1.00
pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to enhance
its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and meeting
locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as Saint
Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for those not in
full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com, info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who come
together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring playing
fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with organisations,
including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet 0121
628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green for
the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their young
Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation activities. We
usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and sometimes during
school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on the
fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.
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Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289
The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121 458
3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm at
Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities. The
local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket Club,
247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meetings, but
should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tuesday
of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
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Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com
We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of this year. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest groups
through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January, it is already attracting a significant audience. It
gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of the
Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform should
check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at the
Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays, buying
and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome including
beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in Cot-
teridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or 07874
216935
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We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or compet-
itive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night (the first
two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for Birmingham St. Mary's Hospice
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk, suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell. We organise fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals. We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  If you can spare a few hours
to help, please contact us. We meet on the second Monday of each month at Kings Norton
Bowling Club.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of our
walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For those
interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of approxi-
mately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further information.

Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season, it
offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill Road
car park at Kings Norton Park.

Kings Norton Bowling Club, 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.
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Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions when
club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Membership
fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Its current activity in Kings Norton is
a free weekly Learn to Skate event at the Skate Park in Kings Norton Park, held every Thursday
from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. All those interested should simply come along, making sure they
wear appropriate clothing.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of 10
to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace of
the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook
Morris dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Black Adder Clog Morris is a
mixed side and welcomes dancers and musicians, whether beginners or more advanced. As
well as practising, we perform at open air events and meet up with other sides. We meet
most Thursdays during term time at 8-10 pm in Cotteridge Church, B30 3EJ. If you want to
come along, please contact Fran on the above email to confirm a suitable date. Your first four
weeks are free. There's a small termly subscription if you join.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .
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Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Young people aged 11-17 are welcome every Monday at Hawkesley Community Centre be-
tween 5.30 and 7.30 pm. Each week, we try out an exciting activity and take time to socialise
in a friendly, safe environment. No need to book. Just turn up!

Wellbeing Wednesdays at HCC are a chance to enjoy a nutritionally-balanced lunch with a free
activity… if you’re aged 50 or over! £5.50 for a main course, dessert & drink (£4 without
dessert). Please book in advance to avoid disappointment.

HCC runs a drop-in centre for young adults aged 18-25 to provide help with CV writing, job
applications, training & qualifications, or just a cup of tea and a chat.  If you have children who
are not in school, please bring them,  but ensure that they are supervised at all times.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information on
all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Friday 1 September
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 2 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,

10.30 am

Tuesday 5 September
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm

(for venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph’s & St

Helen’s Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge, doors open 2.10 pm (please note
new time): David Berry ‘A Humorous Look at Retirement’

● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club,  7.30 pm: Councillor Robert Al-
den, Leader of Conservative Group,  Birmingham City Council

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday  6 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair exercise

and Bingo
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-4.00 pm
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6.00

pm-7.00 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 7 September
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 2.00-3.00 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00 pm: Com-

mittee meeting
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Events Diary September 2017
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Friday 8 September
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 9 September
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am-1.00

pm
● St Nicolas’ Church Roof Appeal, Afternoon Tea event in church 2.00 pm-5.00 pm

(£3 per person, tickets from Parish Office, St Nicolas’ Place)

Monday 11 September
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Kings Norton Bowling Club,

6.30 pm-7.30pm

Tuesday 12 September
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm

(for venue see website)
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 13 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Speaker, Heather

Flack
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6.00

pm-7.00 pm
● Kings Norton 41 Club: evening visit to local horseracing stables
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 14 September
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
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Saturday 16 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,

10.30 am

Monday 18 September
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’  Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 7.00 pm: Bill Davies ‘The Mary Rose Story’
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Charity Quiz, Kings Norton

Bowling Club, 8.00 pm (£3 pp on the door, maximum 6 people per team, raffle and
prizes)

Tuesday 19 September
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm

(for venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 2.00-4.00pm: Vic Randon  ‘40 years of using Natural Medicines’
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 20 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair Exercise

and Quiz
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6.00

pm-7.00 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 21 September
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 22 September
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 23 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
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Monday 25 September
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm: Paul Hayward

‘A History of Apples and Orchards’
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm

Tuesday 26 September
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm

(for venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 27 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with Martin

Leonard
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6.00

pm-7.00 pm
● Spoken Trend ‘open mic’ spoken word and poetry event, The Bull’s Head, The

Green: performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 28 September
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00 pm: AGM

and Members’ Bourse
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 29 September
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 30 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,

10.30 am
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary September 2017
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 9th September

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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It might be a surprise to many to learn
that Kings Norton needed its own
workhouse, but economic and social
changes during the 17th and 18th

centuries severely affected working
opportunities within the parish. It was
essentially an agricultural economy,
while Birmingham was swept up in the
Industrial Revolution. Even on the land,
the introduction of new technology
meant fewer people had an outlet for
their labour. The number of poor people
increased at an accelerating rate.

At national level, the provision of state-
provided poor relief was formalised by
the 1601 Poor Relief Act. It authorised
local parishes to collect money from
ratepayers to spend on support for the
sick, elderly and infirm, known as the
‘deserving’ poor. Support normally
consisted of food, clothing or in fairly
rare cases, money.

This system operated for nearly 200
years. Accommodation for the poor was
rarely offered, the philosophy being that
if people were given accommodation,
they would become lazy.

The concept of a workhouse, a place
where those unable to support
themselves were offered
accommodation and employment, only
really developed after 1723, when the
Workhouse Test Act formally approved
the building of workhouses. The primary
principle, however, was that the
prospect of the workhouse should be so
appalling that it would act as a deterrent
to those seeking a ‘hand-out’ and that
relief should only be available to those
desperate enough to accept its regime.
Over the following 50 years, the number
of parish workhouses in England and
Wales soared to around 2,000.

Construction of a workhouse for Kings
Norton took two years, being completed
in 1803. However, increasing numbers of

In The Shadow Of The Workhouse
For most of the time over the centuries, Kings Norton Green was a
reasonably picturesque combination of green open space, rural dwellings,
the occasional shops and public houses. But for nearly 150 years, a looming
presence dominated the southern side of the Green: the parish workhouse.
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poor meant that it was extended during
the 1830s. Pictures show that it was
indeed a dominant presence on the
Green. It was a gloomy, four-storey
building with stark, high chimneys.
There was no central entrance, just an
unwelcoming row of small single doors.
Understandably, the architect was more
concerned with function rather than
style.

Though no trace of it now exists, it’s easy
to locate where it was. As you leave The
Green towards the Rednal Road, there’s
a large open space on the left, with a row
of houses set well back from the road,
fronted by two grassy banks. The
Workhouse occupied virtually all of that
area

Workhouses reached their zenith as a
result of the Poor Law Amendment Act
of 1834, which aimed to deny any form
of relief except through admission to the
workhouse. Generally it was assumed
that the able-bodied poor could and
should find work. If they didn’t do so,
they should be compelled to work in the
workhouse as their only means of
accessing relief.

The number of inmates, formally
classified for years as ‘paupers’,
gradually grew over the decades.
Records show that in the early 1840s the
Kings Norton workhouse had just over
100 residents.  By 1870 the number had
increased to 150.

The workhouse closed in 1872. The au-
thorities had decided to improve effi-
ciency and to save overall costs there
should be a single workhouse to serve
Selly Oak, Kings Norton and other local
districts . Built on the site of what was to
become Selly Oak Hospital, it initially had
provision for 200 people.

What was it like inside the workhouse,
and what sort of people lived there? The
image of the Victorian  workhouse has
been largely influenced by Charles
Dickens’ stories such as Oliver Twist,
portraying a very basic existence with
food in short supply (”Please sir, I want
some more”) and a tyrannical and
domineering ‘master’. In practical terms
that image may not be far from the
truth. The underlying strategy
throughout the history of the workhouse
concept was that if conditions in the
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workhouse were really bad then the
poor would be deterred from seeking
relief and only the destitute would apply.

However, the system undoubtedly
produced positive results. Workhouse-
based poor relief probably saved
thousands of people from starvation
across the country. Though conditions
were harsh, there were advantages,
indicators of the enlightenment that was
a cornerstone of the Victorian
philosophy. Inmates received the
benefits of free medical care (indeed,
many workhouses actually included
dedicated areas for the infirm, and
became the foundation of hospitals such
as Selly Oak). Workhouses also provided
education. Neither free medical care nor
free education were generally available
to the population as a whole

As for the residents, a survey just before
the closure of the Kings Norton

workhouse makes sad reading: people
with a wide range of skills and abilities,
unable to find an outlet for their work
elsewhere, or who were old or infirm
and had no-one else to care for them.
Occupations listed included cooks,
dressmakers, gardeners, labourers
(many of whom were defined as
agricultural labourers), a shoemaker,
several servants, a blacksmith, a bargee,
several clerks, nailmakers and
brickmakers and even an engine driver.
A sad litany of failed hopes.

After the workhouse closed, it was used
as a school and from around 1880 it
housed residential facilities under the
name of West End Buildings. It was
demolished in the 1930s. Not too many
people were sad to lose that forbidding
presence, a reminder of harsh times.

Michael Kennedy
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No More Missed Editions!

Subscribe To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out a subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once a
month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine
to you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our
three churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in
which case the annual cost is £20.

PARISH MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to subscribe to the Parish Magazine for 12 months starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:



38

For the second time in a couple of years,
the people of Kings Norton are being
asked to help fund vital roof repairs. First
time round it was to remedy the effects of
regular thefts of lead from the roof of St
Nicolas’ Place. This time, it’s the roof of
our church itself that needs some loving,
but expensive, restoration.

As highlighted previously in this magazine
by the Rector, the Reverend Larry Wright,
the church roof above the Baptistery area,
just to the left as you enter through the
porch door, has been affected by water
ingress over many decades. It has now
reached such a level of concern that the
area under that part of the church roof has
had to be cordoned off, because the roof
is now supported by scaffolding and a
series of metal props. Not only can it not
be used for normal church affairs, but until
fixed it cannot be used for one of the
Church’s most important community
projects for years, the creation of a Toy
Library for local families.

It’s largely a problem of age. St Nicolas’
Church has been a powerful presence for
more than 900 years. Its soaring spire has
been a South Birmingham icon for much
of that time, giving a distinctive identity to
an area in which most of us are proud to
live. But the very age of the church
inevitably creates an ongoing challenge to
preserve and protect the building. That’s

the case now, perhaps more than ever.

When the Rector announced the launch of
the St Nicolas’ Church Roof Appeal in July,
the cost of restoring the roof was already
estimated at a formidable £64,000. But
now, after detailed professional appraisal,
and taking into account the additional
costs of temporary measures such as
scaffolding, it has now risen to an eye-
watering £95,000.

It is not as though repairs can start as
soon as some money becomes available:
the whole of the target has to be met
before they can begin.

Our fund-raisers are up for the challenge,
but more than ever they need the help of
the whole community. We’re asking
people across Kings Norton to become
involved and to help in any way they can.
Pledging donations of course, but also
taking part in events and if possible,
generating and developing new initiatives.

Exciting events and many other fund-
raising initiatives are already under way.
One of the most ingenious, Kings Norton’s
first ever Donkey Derby, took place on The
Green on Sunday 27 August.

The current schedule of events and
initiatives is as follows:

On Saturday 9 September, everyone is

Have Fun & Help
The Fundraisers!
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invited to share in the charm of a
traditional Afternoon Tea in the Church,
from 2 pm to 5pm. There will be music,
good companionship and of course
delicious things to eat. Tickets cost £3 per
person, and are available from the Parish
Office in St Nicolas’ Place.

There’s also an exciting programme of
musical events, taking advantage of the
excellent acoustics and unique
atmosphere of St Nicolas’ Church.

On Saturday 14 October at 7.30 pm, a
concert by Eroica Camerata including
works by Mozart and Schubert

On Saturday 2 December at 7.30 pm, the
Wolverhampton Brass Band will present a
concert.

On Saturday 16 December in the early
evening, the Bournville Young Voices
group will be the attraction.

Ticket details for each of these musical
events will be publicised as soon as they
are available. Watch the church

noticeboard by the Lych Gate,  check on
the poster displays at St Nicolas’ Place
and, of course, keep an eye on the parish
website.

If you’d like to donate more directly,
specific Pledge Cards are available from
the Church Roof Appeal display that is
located immediately inside the church.
There are also collection buckets, which
are destined to become a familiar site as
the Appeal progresses. Donations can also
be made on our dedicated page on the
Just Giving website.

Please join us wherever and whenever you
can. Remember, you’ll not only be helping
to preserve Kings Norton’s greatest icon,
but to support a potentially vital facility
for local people, the St Nicolas’ Toy
Library. It must be worth it!

If you’d like to play a more active role in
the fundraising effort, or have any ideas
for events, please contact our
Churchwarden Julie Hill at the Parish
office or on jmee07@outlook.com.

Baptisms
July 2017

2nd July Darcey Ann Crates-Bird
 Rex Frederick Ahmed
16th July James Michael Scott McKinley
 Kody-Leigh Stanford-Groves
 Jason Jai Stanford-Groves
 Madison Sophia Amelia Dove
23rd July Jorja-Rose Holding
30th July Lennox Olivia Lettie McKiernan
 Aria-Rose Orton

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,  Fay
 Fearon, Ruth Howman,
 Parisa Pordelkhaki
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd
Place of Welcome Coordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins



42

The Kings Norton
Motorcycle Club

The original Kings Norton MotorCycle
Club was formed in 1922 by a number
of apprentices of the Beardmore
Precision motorcycle company whose
factory was in Camp Lane near the
Kings Norton railway station. We do

not know for sure if the picture above,
taken on the Green in 1922, is one of
the early Club meetings, but it stands
a good chance.

Here you can see the club’s pin badge

It will be a surprise to most readers to know that there is a thriving
and successful Kings Norton Motorcycle Club.  In fact, in its current
form, it has existed for nearly 73 years and its predecessors go
back even further. One of its most notable members, a Manx
Grand Prix winner, is buried in St Nicolas’ churchyard.  Club
Chairman Graham Vanhouse gives us a history lesson.
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from this era: again, a familiar setting!
Commune Bonum - the common good
- was the club's slogan at that time. It
only lasted until 1926, the reason
possibly being the demise of the
Beardmore Precision company itself in
1925.

The Club was re-formed in August
1934, based at The Navigation Inn,
where the old Club had also met. Over
the next few years it organised
various events including trials and
grass track racing in local venues such
as Downing’s Farm near Kings Norton
and Stonehouse Farm at Hopwood. At
the 1937 Club AGM it was announced
that Major Ronald Cartland, Member
of Parliament for Kings Norton, had
accepted the invitation to be the
Club’s President. However, for
reasons unclear it once again folded in
1938.

After six long years a meeting was
held at The Navigation Inn on

Thursday December 21st 1944. The
Second World War had not finished,
but obviously folk were looking
forward, and the Kings Norton
MotorCycle Club (1944) as we know it
today was created. In 1945, its
headquarters were moved to the
Hazelwell Hotel in Kings Heath (the
exact reasons for the move are not
recorded) and the club was based
there until 1969. Changes of publicans
and priorities led to a move to the
Billesley Community Centre until 1992,
when the Club moved to its current
HQ at the Woodbourne Sports Club in
Earlswood.

The 73 years since the current club’s
formation include a very rich history
of events, people and, of course,
bikes! From the late 1940s through to
the early 1970s the Midlands was a
very significant focal point in world
motorcycle manufacture and the
KNMCC was well placed to be part of
it all. Many of the club’s members
worked for these world-renowned
names and many more took part in all
the branches of motorcycle sport,
trials, scrambles (known today as
Motor Cross), grass track racing, and
road racing. Indeed some of the
members were works competition
riders for the likes of Ariel, Douglas,
BSA, Norton, and even the Italian MV
Agusta.

Many riders achieved success at
national and international level,
including Isle of Man TT and Manx
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Grand Prix wins, International Six Days
Trial Gold Medals, British Experts
Trials wins, and numerous awards
from the famous Scottish Six Days
Trial. A name that some readers will
remember from the televised 1960s
BBC Grandstand Scramble race series
is that of Jeff Smith MBE. Jeff was
double World Champion in 1964 and
1965, and at that time was a KNMCC
member. He remains an honorary
member to this day. Similarly, one of
only two men ever to win on two
wheels and three wheels (sidecars)
around the Isle of Man TT circuit, Nigel
Rollason, was a club member at the
time. Motorcycling journalist and
founding Editor of Classic MotorCycle

magazine, Bob Currie, was a member
and official of the club for many years.

My own father joined the club in 1946
and was an officer until his passing in
2011. He was also a factory works
rider, achieving some notable
successes on Ariel and BSA machines.
One of his great friends was Clive
Bennett. Living on the Rednal Road in
Kings Norton, Clive was an active Club
member competing in trials,
scrambles, and the road racing. He
worked at Ariel MotorCycles in Selly
Oak and went on to become the Chief
Development Engineer there. Clive’s
younger brother Dave, another Club
member, also worked at Ariel and was
a top-line competition motorcyclist.
Having finished fourth in the 1950
Senior (for 500cc machines) Manx
Grand Prix, he went on in 1951 to win
the Senior race on a Manx Norton. In
1952 he was promoted to ride in the
legendary Norton works race team
alongside the great and, at that time,
reigning World Champion, Geoff
Duke. Sadly Dave died following a
racing accident in the Swiss Grand Prix
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on 18th May 1952. His final resting
place is the churchyard of St.Nicolas’,
just a short step from the family
home. On the opposite page you can
see Dave on his winning ride in 1951, at
the Creg-ny-Baa corner, Isle of Man.

I’ve probably missed other golden
examples but I hope that this brief
history has given you some flavour of
the rich history of the Kings Norton
MotorCycle Club.

Today the club’s interests are all-
encompassing: vintage machines,
classic and modern machines, and all
motorcycle marques are welcomed,
discussed and enjoyed. The club’s
sporting links are maintained: it is
represented in the competition field
of trials and classic road racing, and
we run two rounds of the Midland
Centre Trials Championship annually.

Weekend runs and summer weekday
“wrinkly” runs occur regularly, and
the Club evenings are a mix of talks,
films, quizzes, evening runs, social and
charity evenings. We even have our
own monthly magazine that’s been
going almost since the Club reformed,
the current issue being number 784!

Any reader who is interested in
motorcycles, and would like to join
what is probably one of the oldest
motorcycle clubs in the country, is
welcome to visit. We meet at 8.00 pm
every Thursday evening at the
Woodbourne Sports Club, Rumbush
Lane in Earlswood.

Graham Vanhouse
Chairman
KNMCC
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The year is 1947. The country is
undivided India, India under the
British Raj. The speaker is Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, a man who has
spent time in prison for his political
views, but is now the highly respected
leader of the Congress Party. On 14
August, in what is widely considered
to be one of the greatest speeches of
the twentieth century , he says this:
'Long years ago we made a tryst with
destiny, and now that time comes
when we shall redeem our pledge... At
the stroke of midnight, when the
world sleeps, India will awake to life
and freedom...' So it was that on 15
August 1947 the new, independent
India was born.

Sadly, the separation of India from
what was now to become Pakistan
involved forced migrations,
communal strife and the loss of many
lives. But Pandit Nehru clung to his

dreams, for India, and for this One
World, in which, as he said, 'all
nations and people are too closely knit
together today for any one of them to
imagine that it can live apart.' Seventy
years on, while there are still great
challenges to be faced (not least the
burdens of poverty and social
exclusion borne by so many, and the
growth of religious discrimination in
this officially secular state), who can
deny that India has made tremendous
strides since Independence, and is still
developing, still aspiring, still young?

Now fast forward a few weeks to 27
September. We are still in India, in the
city of Madras (Chennai), and another
new birth is about to take place. The
events of the day are graphically
described by Bishop Lesslie (sic)
Newbigin in his little book A South
India Diary. The setting is St George's
Anglican Cathedral. Joy and

Threescore Years & Ten
According to the Psalmist, 'the days of our years are threescore and
ten'. For him, evidently, that was normal life expectancy. In many
parts of the world, even today, expectancy falls far below that level.
Elsewhere, such as in the UK, it is beginning to be significantly higher.
Even so, we would regard ourselves as at least 'getting old' by the age
of seventy. This article is about two seventy-year olds , with birthdays
in August and September respectively, who are decidedly still young.



47

expectancy are in the air as crowds of
people from all over South India
gather and take their places either in
the Cathedral or under the vast
temporary structure (pandal) erected
alongside. In the first of the day's two
services, beginning at eight o'clock,
representatives of the Anglican
Church, the
Methodist Church
and the South India
United Church (an
already-existing
union of Presbyterian
and Congregational
Churches, formed in
1901) come forward
and read out the
resolutions of their
governing bodies
agreeing to join together in one new
Church. They lay the documents on
the altar, and then the Presiding
Bishop's voice is heard: 'By authority
of the governing bodies whose
resolutions have been read in your
hearing...I declare that these three
Churches...are now become one
Church of South India.' Later in the
same service follows 'the unification
of ministry' in which bishops and
other ministers, whose authority has
hitherto not extended beyond the
bounds of their own denomination,
are commissioned to exercise that
authority throughout the wider
fellowship of the newly-born Church.
In the second service of the day nine

presbyters of the new Church of South
India (CSI) are made bishops to serve
alongside those continuing from the
Anglican tradition.

The road to Union had been a long
and often difficult one, but no one, on
that great occasion seventy years ago,

felt that the journey
had not been
worthwhile. Those
who had toiled and
dreamed to see this
day had had two
main motivations.
The first was the
prayer of Jesus for his
followers, recorded in
St John's Gospel:
'May they all be one;

as you, Father, are in me, and I in
you...' The other motivation was the
conviction that denominational
differences inherited from the West
were not only meaningless in an
Indian context, but were a positive
hindrance to the spread of the gospel.

Not all the hopes of the pioneers have
been realised. In particular the
'mother churches' in the UK have not
yet summoned up the courage to
follow their example. But this youthful
Church, like the youthful Nation of
which it is a part, retains its vision and
its resilience. Many happy returns to
both!

Bill Knowles
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In the mid-80s, the P&O Cargo Division
was closing as a result of a reduction in
trading caused by the Iraq War, amongst
other issues. Several cargo vessels were
therefore being sold off. This included the
“Super Strath” on which I was working. As
a result, a total of three ships were to
berth together in Dubai until they could
be sold.

It was decided that there would be a
skeleton crew of fifteen on the inner ship
simply to provide security and
maintenance. I was the Purser at the time
but, after a phone call with the London
office, I was pleased to be appointed Cook
with one Leading Steward in my charge. I
received a bonus pay offer, so I was quite
pleased.

I spent two months on board. This was
from February until early April, so the
climate was not too hot at all. Once a
week, I prepared an evening buffet with a
curry, which I kept heated. The
engineering firm building the new
dockyard were called Costain’s. I became
quite well-known among their employees
and a few of them would attend our
buffet. Our officers also had the use of a
small sailing boat which was a welcome
diversion. I went for a sail once but got
sand-blasted and wet. That was enough
for me!

One of the visitors told me that it could
be hard going in Dubai in the hot months
and, as most of their labourers were
Muslims from Pakistan, we would
probably lose a few people each week to
heat exhaustion during Ramadan. I was
reminded that Muslim workers would
not be allowed food or drink between
dawn and sunset. In some cases, I
understand that this led to deaths. All
rather sad.

On my night off work I used to visit the
Seaman’s Club. It did not have
permission to be a full Seaman’s Mission
but it did have a “padre”. One could
have a drink at a bar and there was also

Dubious Doings in Dubai
This month, retired Merchant Seaman Eddie is serving curry in
Dubai on a ship going nowhere.
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a swimming  pool. The building had been
donated by the ruler of Dubai and it
became a great venue for seafarers.

I became quite a well-known visitor
among the Indian staff. I did some small
favours for them, occasionally smuggling
in a few pork chops from the freezers and
other unavailable items. Pork was not
allowed in Dubai so they were really
pleased. They insisted that I visit their
compound where I was treated to a super
Indian meal on several occasions.

Sometimes, the padre from the club
would visit the ship. I would always give
him some oranges, apples, and so forth.
He would also visit the local prison as
three seamen were imprisoned there in
awful conditions. They had been caught
selling alcohol. The local police used to
plant spies among the dock workers. If I
had been caught, I would probably have
got life for supplying those pork chops!

Thinking back experiences such as these, I
have been struck again by the stark
difference between the way in which we,
in Britain, welcome people whose religion
and culture differ from our own and the
absence of a similar tolerance for
foreigners, their faiths and customs in
some of the countries I have visited.

One night, I had been to one of the big
hotels, the Excelsior, where there was a
disco-bar. There was quite a crowd of
British Airways flight crew, so we had a
good evening out with lots of laughs. I got
a taxi at 1 a.m. to return to the ship.
Before we got there, it was flagged down
by an Arab man in black robes. The driver
was made to drive a few miles outside the

city to a small settlement out in the
desert. He got out and did not pay the
driver. I was pleased to see him go as his
B.O. was terrible! I told the driver that
he should report the incident to the
police. “No, no,” he said, “I cannot do
this. You will just pay the usual fare,
sahib.” He was Indian and I felt sorry
that he could be treated in such a way.

Eventually, the three ships were sold
one by one and I flew home in early
April. I was pleased as the temperature
was beginning to rise. But I had spent a
good time in Dubai. I met some real
characters and had several amusing
experiences, not all of which are suitable
for publication in this magazine!

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

The Parish Magazine is Online
All copies of this magazine are published online two months after they appear in print.
To read our extensive library of previous editions, visit
kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php

Gifts of non-perishable (in date) food items will
be very gratefully received by B30 Foodbank and
there will also be a water-themed visual aid in St
Nicolas’ during September. It will act as the focus
for monetary donations of any size towards the

work of Water Aid. One eager donor has already begun our collection with
the gift of a bag of change. Please give as you feel able. Sylvia Fox

Harvest Festival at St Nicolas’
Church will be on September 10th.

July 2017

Marriages
15th July Daniel Keith James Draper & Amy Davina Cuttler
22nd July James Patrick Doyle & Donna Louise Ballantyne
 Daniel Terence Foley & Kristina Marie Liston
29th July Martin Philip Seale & Angela Kathleen Jackson
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