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If you were fortunate enough to escape from
the city this summer and to spend some time in
the country, you will not need reminding that
the annual Harvest Festival is just around the
corner (11th September). It used to be one of
the highlights of the calendar. Fifty years ago,
Rev Anthony Balmforth, Vicar of Kings Norton,
in the Magazine of September 1966, wrote of
“one of the best loved of all the great days in the
Christian year. The Church probably looks and
smells more beautiful than at any other time.”

Back then, of course, Kings Norton’s past as a
rural village was a fairly recent memory and,
even if most of the population were not
working the land, it would have seemed natural
to fill the church with fruit, vegetables and
flowers in recognition that “all good gifts
around us are sent from Heaven above”.

Times change. These days, Harvest is still a time
to celebrate God’s generous provision and to
reflect on our relationship with the natural
world; but it is also an opportunity to focus on
the needs of those of our neighbours who
cannot afford to feed themselves. We hope
that you will join us and that, together, through
gifts of non-perishable foodstuffs (see p.38), we
will celebrate with “humble, thankful hearts”
the daily bread on which we all depend.

The Editor
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From the Rector

Extremism
Noun: extremism; the holding of
extreme political or religious
views; fanaticism.

The appalling terrorist attacks
of recent months have made
2016 a year of infamy. It has left
me feeling horrified and
bewildered by the utter cruelty
of these acts of violence towards
innocent people in European
and Middle Eastern cities. Why
are they happening? Why have
the hearts and minds of certain
individuals been so hardened to
the suffering of others, and to
human life itself, that they can
kill and seek to be killed in as
dramatic and bloody a manner
as possible? One answer is
religion.

Wearing a clerical collar attracts
all manner of conversations
with strangers and one such
conversation begins with a
variation of the question, “Why
does religion     cause so much
hatred and violence?” At one

level this is a valid question.
However, no one has ever yet
come up to me and asked, “Why
does religion spread so much
love and charity?” This is an
equally valid question. Both
questions arise from a basic
misunderstanding of the roots
and purpose of religious faith.

All the major world religions
take seriously the capacity of
human beings for good or evil.
The fundamental issue which
religions try to address is the
nature of people and our
capacities. We are people who
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love and hate, who build up and
destroy, who inflict suffering or
heal it, we can oppress or set
free.  The basis of any advanced
human society is the balance
between cooperation and
competition among us. This is
reinforced by values, beliefs and
the law of the land. Breaking the
law is a challenge to the balance
of our social harmony and
therefore a threat to it; where
there is a total breakdown in law
and order society also breaks
down.

True religion is a quest for truth;
a quest which calls us all to
examine the dark places of our
hearts and accept our baser
instincts as a fact of life. A quest
which aids us to see not only

how we are but how we could
be; to use our imagination as a
means of transcending our
own selfish, petty desires and
broaden our view of the world
as a place of infinite
opportunities for goodness and
selflessness.

The author G.K. Chesterton
commented: "The Christian
ideal has not been tried and
found wanting; it has been
found difficult and left untried."

Those who take a pessimistic
view of human beings  will
contradict any idealism with
the notion that we are not
much better than animals;
fighting for territory, food and
mating. But if this is the case,
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why are we continually amazed
by reports of selflessness and
sacrifice happening in the
world? Why do we human
beings reach for the stars, or
produce music which touches us
to the core? Or build magnificent
structures and create works of
art which astound us by their
beauty and grace?

While we carry baser instincts
in our genes they are not the
whole story. True religion, when
it is faithfully followed and
practised, is an exercise of
human progress.

Anyone who kills the innocent
in the name of religion is no
friend of God. Anyone who
justifies acts of cruelty and
oppression against the
innocent in the name of God is
blaspheming God’s name.

Anyone who reaches out in
love and charity to the needy
and downcast or who opposes
cruelty and violence, in
whatever form it takes, is
acting from nobility not
savagery.

Revd Larry Wright

Funerals
July 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

1st July Patricia Beryl Malley 86 Cr.RD
4th July Olive Eunice Jones 77 Cr.RD
6th July William Bernard Standing 78 Cr.LH
8th July Barbara Mary Essex 92 In.CY
13th July Doreen Harris 85 SN.Bu.KN
21st July Frances Mary Walker 92 SN.Cr.RD
29th July Florence Edith Harris 98 SN.Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WP : Westall Park,
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Water Aid : Recipe for Life

During September there will be a
“well” in St Nicolas’ Church ready
to receive your gifts. If we can
raise £200, we could fund a hand
pump for a whole village in
Uganda

This will give all the people of the
village access to clean and safe
water and make life much safer
for them, both in terms of health
and in that the children and
women will no longer have to

make long journeys searching for
water. Carrying 20 litres of water
a day is not a task for anyone,
least of all a young child. Going
into secluded river bush areas is
not safe for lone women and
girls. The pump’s arrival will
remove all of these dangers in
one move. Time freed up
translates into increased farming
time, schooling access and
normal childhood play time.

Can we raise £200 to buy a water pump for a village in Uganda?
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Way back in the 1970’s, when I
was a young man (yes, even I was
once!) I volunteered for
something called Voluntary
Service Overseas (VSO).  VSO is
an independent development
organisation, which places
volunteers in positions in
developing countries, where they
can assist, train and mentor local
people by sharing their skills.

I was sent to Malaysia, which,
although a highly advanced
nation these days, was then,
underdeveloped.  It had also
suffered from years of conflict
between the Malay population, or
“Bumiputera” (sons of the earth)
and the immigrant Chinese
population.  The Chinese were
the entrepreneurs who set up and
ran most of the businesses and
were economically successful.
The Malays held the political
power through the Royal
families, or Sultans.

I went as a teacher, to a school
called Malay College, in a
“Royal” town called Kuala
Kangsar.  It was royal because

one of the Sultans had his palace
there.  Malay College, which
was extremely grand and had
good facilities, had been set up
along the lines of an English
public school, with the intention
of educating exclusively Malay
boys for the highest positions in
government and politics.  My
task was to teach GCE “A” level
Physics, over a two year course.

It was a great two years, with
long school holidays, the chance
to travel around a beautiful
country on local buses while
camping on beaches or staying
in cheap Chinese hotels.  And
then I returned to work at the
Austin in Longbridge.  Back
down to earth with a bump!

Ever since, I have admired the
work that volunteers do in
communities.  One charity
which I follow is Médecins Sans
Frontières (Doctors Without
Borders or MSF).  In this case,
doctors, surgeons, nurses and
other medical professionals
from hospitals in the developed
countries volunteer to give up

To Volunteer or Not To Volunteer?
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their highly-paid jobs to go and
work in MSF hospitals.  These
are in countries where fighting,
civil war or natural disasters have
torn apart the infrastructure.
They work in the most dangerous
situations, with little if any
government support, sharing
their skills and expertise and
saving many lives.

At a slightly less dramatic level,
all of our communities depend on
volunteers to keep them going.
From food banks to scouting,
from school governors to town
councils, from churches to
synagogues,  without volunteers
our communities would be much

poorer, both economically and
spiritually.

Many people enjoy
volunteering. It can be a great
social life, and it gives great
satisfaction and a sense of
achievement.

Here at St Nicolas’ we have a
great team of volunteers who
carry out dozens of tasks which
keep the church running on a
day-to-day basis.  Often their
efforts are barely recognised,
but overall they manifest
themselves in the witness of our
church to the community of
Kings Norton, a witness to
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God’s presence in our corner of a
great city.

September marks the beginning
of the academic year.  Children
starting school for the first time;
other children starting in a new
class, or new school; students
starting at college or university.
Mature students may be starting
embarking on like an adult
education course, or the Diocesan
Course for Developing Disciples
(3D). We are running a course at
Hawkesley Academy starting on
13th September, if you’d like to
join us.

Maybe you would consider
something new this September?
This could be something like
fund raising.  Don’t forget that
we have to put a new roof on
Saint Nicolas’ Place. Our fund
raising so far is just over half
way to the £50,000 target.
Perhaps you and a group of
friends could come up with a
project which would raise funds,
and make a real contribution to
the place of our church in our
community?

Revd Robin Mortimore
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Eroica Camerata
return to Kings Norton with an orchestral concert.

Saturday 8th October 2016 at 7.30 pm at St Nicolas’ Church.

Mozart Symphonies 35 and 41 : The “Haffner” and the “Jupiter”.

Sarah Thornett plays Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto.

Tickets £10, £8 (concessions) or £3 (under 18’s) on the door or from

 www.eroica.org.uk

A Musical Evening

A reminder of three events in the October calendar to which you are warmly
invited. On Tuesday 4th October there will be a cultural evening in St Nicolas’
Church to welcome and to learn from visitors to the parish from churches in
Bolivia. Watch the parish website for information about the starting time. On
Sunday 9th October, our Bolivian guests join us for evening worship at St Nicolas’
Church at 6.00 pm. Please come and swell the congregation on that occasion.
And on the same day, Sunday 9th, at 10.30 a.m., Hawkesley Church will be
celebrating it’s 40th anniversary. There will be one united service at Hawkesley
on that occasion and no morning services at either St Nicolas’ or Immanuel.
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A little bit of trivia for you.  When
was Britain last invaded? I'll give
you a clue. It wasn't in 1066.    The
last invasion of Britain actually
occurred in Wales in 1797.  It's
quite a story and it’s one of those
where the legend is much more
entertaining than the historical
accounts.

The French invasion force landed
just outside Fishguard. Legend
has it that they soon fell drunk on
local alcohol and that, when the
local women banded together in
traditional dress, they were taken
for army troops (easily done with
red shawls and black hats when
your enemy has had a belly full of
ale).  The local heroine of the day
was Jemima Nicholas, who
famously rounded up twelve
French soldiers single-handedly
with just her pitchfork!  The
French surrendered on Goodwick
Sands after just two days.

Apart from being one of the ferry
ports for Ireland, there isn't much
more to say about  Fishguard

really, nor
abot
Goodwick.
Except that
the area is
just stunningly beautiful.  It is
truly one of those “thin places”
where the distance between
heaven and earth seems so small.

Our camp site was high up
complete with its own
“mountain” which gave us
stunning views over a complete
panorama of the Pembrokeshire
coastline and countryside.  The
sunsets were breathtaking. The
stars were unimaginably beautiful
and seemed to increase as you
stood and watched.

By chance, and thanks to a
vomiting dog at five in the
morning (now that's another
story), I was able to see the
sunrise above the mist.  Those of
you who know me well will know
that I am not a morning person so
I don't normally see the sunrise.
But this felt very special even if a

Welsh Wonder
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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bit eerie.  I felt like I was the only
person on the planet, it was so still
and quiet (and luckily, the dog had
stopped vomiting by now).   It was
such a complete contrast from our
city, which is never either still or
quiet.

There is a theory that camping and
sleeping outside help you to
restore your body’s system to its
natural rhythms and, for me, that
is linked to the stillness and peace.
I never have insomnia in a tent!
When you sit alone at five in the
morning and watch the sunrise, all
you can do is look and wonder and
just be.

One of the reasons that I feel that
this is a thin place is that I could
see God there.  I could see Him in
the mystery, in something so
beautiful that it shouldn't be able
to be explained.  I see Him in the
hugeness of it, in the detail and
the awe of it.  I see Him in the
ability to make us stop in our
tracks, young and old, and look
and gasp and not need to
understand why.   I can't count all
those stars or name them or
know why they exist. I don't need
to.

Pauline Weaver
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Question: How many Anglicans does it
take to change a lightbulb? (Answer:
“Change? My grandmother donated
that light bulb!”) More seriously, how
many Christians does it take to change
the world?

We are easily impressed by size, scale
and numbers. Yet Jesus taught us to
look for the potential in small and
apparently insignificant things. If you
want to see God at work, he used to
say, pay attention to the people on the
margins, look for apparently hopeless
situations, go to the places where
resources are limited. Here are five
loaves and two fish. Watch me use
them to feed five thousand people.
What does this tell you about God?
Blessed are you who are poor, for yours
is the Kingdom of God. You worry that
you have so little with which to serve
others? Don’t be discouraged, for God
can take your little and multiply it
beyond your your imagination. Your
lack of resources is no obstacle to God’s
generosity if you trust him with what
you already have:

“With what can we compare the
kingdom of God, or what parable will
we use for it? It is like a mustard seed,

which, when sown upon the ground, is
the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all
shrubs, and puts forth large branches,
so that the birds of the air can make
nests in its shade.” (Mark 4:30-32).

Do you think that one short and
solitary life in a rural backwater can’t
change the world? Watch me, listen,
then follow my example.

Throughout history, small groups of
men and women, often living
together in community, have
responded to that challenge to follow
Christ by living a life of simple trust in
God’s goodness. The pattern has been
repeated countless times over
centuries: by committing themselves
to a shared life of simplicity and
prayer focused on the life and
teaching of Jesus they have,
mysteriously, had an impact on the
world around them out of all
proportion to their numbers, their
talents or their resources.

One such community, a favourite
retreat of our former Rector, Canon
Rob Morris, is based on the island of
Iona in Scotland. Since its foundation

Thin Places
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Thin Places

in 1938, which began with the
rebuilding of the ruined medieval Iona
Abbey, it has had a profound impact on
the worldwide church and has, in
particular, been associated with a
revival of interest in Celtic Christianity.
In general terms,  Celtic Christianity is
often taken to mean those forms of the
Christian faith which were practised in
the Celtic speaking world in the early
Middle Ages, specifically in Britain and
Ireland. And it is from the Celtic
tradition that we get the concept of
“thin places” to which Pauline Weaver
referred in her article this month (p.12).

One of the best reflections I have read
on the concept of “thin places” was
written by an American pastor, The
Rev. Dr. Mark D. Roberts, who teaches
at the Fuller Theological Seminary in
California. (Search online for mark

roberts thin places or visit
bit.ly/1eFGAIS for the full article). His
definition, which he borrows from a
friend, goes like this:

“A thin place is a place where the
boundary between heaven and earth
is especially thin. It’s a place where we
can sense the divine more readily.”

When he first heard it, this description
left Mark Roberts, a trained Biblical
scholar, feeling “nervous,
theologically speaking”, but he
couldn’t put his finger on the reason.
So he started to dig a bit. His first
question was whether the Bible
leaves room for the idea of thin
places. At first glance, the answer
appeared to be “No”.

“The metaphor of thin places does not
appear in Scripture. That does not

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.
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mean it’s unhelpful or theologically
suspect. But, those of us who base our
theology on the Bible will want to
consider this metaphor in light of
biblical revelation.”

But as he read and thought further, he
began to notice how often the God of
the Bible reveals himself to people in
particular places. Take, a starting point,
the Book of Exodus where “if a thin
place is defined as a place where God’s
presence is known with particular
immediacy, then there are several
stunning thin places”: Mount Sinai, the
Burning Bush and the Tabernacle. And
then, of course, in 2 Samuel, God
specifically commands Solomon to
construct a Temple in Jerusalem, the
place where he is to be worshipped.
Roberts concludes,

“The existence of the Temple shows
that God can and does, at times,
identify closely with a certain place,
making his presence known there in a
powerful way. But this truth is reshaped
in light of Christ.”

Later, he expands on this,

“Jesus, as the Incarnate Word of God,
was ‘God’s house,’ if you will, in an
altogether new sense. [...] Though the
metaphor begins to break down at
this point, one might say that Jesus
was the ultimate thin place [...] Thus,
Jesus could say to those who were
with him, ‘The Kingdom of God is
already among you’ (Luke 17:21).”

At this point, I want to ask whether
those of us who recognise Jesus as the
“ultimate thin place” should abandon
the idea that there are geographical
locations where we can sense the
divine more readily. If Jesus is now
accessible everywhere, is talk of “thin
places” mere superstition akin to the
New Age fascination with ley lines?

Two things lead me to think that there
is more to this than superstition. One
is Mark Roberts’ conclusions. The
other is my own experience.

Looking at the life of Jesus and, in
particular, at his prayer habits,
Roberts observes,

“Given that Jesus was God in human
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flesh, we might think that places no
longer matter at all when it comes to
our relationship with God. But,
surprisingly enough, Jesus himself
seemed to seek intimacy with his
Heavenly Father in special places [...]  it
does seem that he found benefit in
getting away from the distractions of
ordinary life in order to pray [...]
suggesting that one’s location may
have something to do with one’s
relationship with God.”

There is much more to Roberts’ article
than this, but the point is made. Those
of us who are trying to follow in the
footsteps of Christ can expect, like him,
to find that there are places where God
feels particularly accessible.

For me, one of those places is another
community, another place where a
mustard seed has grown into a tree
which gathers the whole world in its
branches. This summer, for the first
time in three years, I went back to
Taizé, the French inter-denominational
monastery in the Burgundy countryside
which, since my first life-changing visit
in 1978 and many times in the
intervening years, has been the
thinnest place I know. I went, in part, to
see friends, but also to spend time in
Bible study and prayer, and I was not
alone. August is a busy time in Taizé
and there must have been more than
eight thousand visitors from all over
the world that week, most of them
young people. Among the many I met
and talked to were Chinese, Kenyans,

Byelorussians, Americans, Haitians,
Malaysians and Ukrainians as well as
the usual crowds from Western
Europe ... and a very small party of a
dozen teenagers from St Albans with
their parish priest, a Polish Anglican.

It is inevitable that, at some point in
such a place, someone will ask “Have
you been here before?”. And then the
stories begin. This year, a couple
asked me to explain why I had
returned to Taizé so often during my
adult life when the focus of the
brothers who live there is on helping
the under-35s to understand the Bible
and to learn to pray through music,
word and silence.  There are so many

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 10th Sept 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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answers I could give to that question
but, this year, the one which formed in
my mind was an image. Somewhere on
the internet, just before I set out from
England, I had seen some beautiful
photos of brightly coloured birds
trapped in mist nets. For me, I
explained, Taizé is a thin place and by
that I mean a place where you can
arrive hopelessly entangled in a net of
your own preoccupations and watch as
God gently and patiently sets you free
to fly again.

After that, two things remain to be said.
The first is an insight borrowed, once
again, from Mark Roberts and it goes
something like this. If Jesus is the
thinnest place there is, the one point
where there is no barrier between
earth and heaven and if, as he
promised, he lives in those who open
themselves to his Spirit, then the
church (both building and people) has
the potential to be a thin place for
others. “I wonder,” he writes, “what
would happen if we began to think of
ourselves in this way”.

And the other? One of the thinnest
experiences the Taizé Community has
to offer is its worship. Three times a
day, monks and visitors gather in the
cavernous church (opposite page, top
left) to sing, to pray and, most
importantly, to listen. Silence is at the
heart of worship in Taizé, for it is in
silence that we give God space and
time to work in our hearts, to
disentangle us and set us free.

For the past seven years at St Nicolas’,
Kings Norton, we have held a monthly
evening service in the style of the
Taizé Community, usually on the first
Sunday of the month. We sing Taizé’s
beautiful, repetitive chants between
readings from the Bible, prayers and
times of silence.

On Sunday 2nd October this year, we
are issuing an open invitation to join
us at St Nicolas’ for what we hope will
be a beautiful and well-attended
service of prayer in the style of the
Taizé Community at 6.00 pm. The
invitation is to everyone and is being
sent out through churches across the
Birmingham area of all
denominations. You do not, of course,
have to be a regular churchgoer to
come and pray with us. When we say
all are welcome, we mean it.

In order that the music on this
occasion is as good as it can be, we are
also running a singing practice at 8.00
pm on Tuesday 27th September for
about 90 minutes in St Nicolas’
Church. If you can read music,
however hesitantly, sing and/or play a
portable instrument, please join us on
that evening as we learn the chants
for the service, some of which are
new this year.

David Ash

Find out more about Taizé at
www.taizé.fr/en
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Murder on the Parson’s Hill!

To see it, you need to stand inside
the church, in front of its north door
(the door on the Cotteridge side of
the nave). To the right of that door,
at about eye level, there’s a brass
plate commemorating James Crick
Borraston.

A little higher there’s an area of
lighter stone with a faded tablet at its
centre. If you squint hard, you’ll see
that there are some words engraved
on it.  They are almost impossible to
decipher without a ladder, though
some thoughtful person has put up a
notice repeating those words, just
behind the serving area to the right
of the vestry door.

The words are expressed in the
vernacular of the early Stuart era,
simple but nevertheless dramatic:

The Ascension Day on Ninth of May
Third year of King James raigne

To end my time and steale my coyne
I William Greves was slaine.

1605

What’s the story? It’s one that re-
minds us that, four hundred years
ago, even in otherwise gentle rural
areas, violent crime was a daily risk,
with few laws designed to protect
individuals and few people em-
ployed to police those laws.

The unfortunate William Greves
was a tax collector. A relatively safe
occupation you might think, but any
activity that involved the collecting
and storing of money in those days,
especially in the isolated rural com-
munities that were the norm, was
potentially fraught with danger.

To make him even more vulnerable,
William lived alone. He occupied
one of two or three cottages that
stood in splendid isolation at the
top of the hill to the west of the
village green. Apparently, another
of the cottages was occupied by the
parish priest, giving the hill the
name by which it is still known by
today: the Parson’s Hill.
Although one account describes
William as a fully-fledged lawyer (“a
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gentleman of the Middle Temple”),
according to local historian J.E
Vaughan that was probably not true.
More likely, he was a lawyer’s clerk,
and in those days, people in that role
were often charged with collecting
manorial rents, the rents paid by
holders of land to the Lord of the
Manor.

There’s no specific account of the
circumstances of his murder. Our
stone tablet is the main evidence
that it happened on 9th May 1605.  In
fact, nobody was even accused of the
crime for some four years, and only
then almost incidentally, as part of a
more significant issue which involved

some of the highest people in the
land.
The Queen’s Steward of the Manor
of Kings Norton during this period
was Edward Field, a member of one
of the most prominent local land-
owning families. (In case you’re
wondering why his title was
“Queen's Steward” when King
James I was on the throne, as men-
tioned in previous articles, Kings
Norton had come to form part of
the English queen’s marriage settle-
ment. James I’s queen was Anne of
Denmark). Apparently, Field and
William Greves were constantly
feuding.



24

Though Field must have been a
suspect, it wasn’t until 1609 that
Ralph Eure, Lord President of the
Council of the Marches of Wales,
made a complaint about him to the
Earl of Salisbury, the Lord High
Treasurer of England. (The Earl of
March had been Lord of the Manor
for Kings Norton since the 13th

Century). The complaint, which was
generally about Field’s alleged
record of malpractice and disorderly
conduct, also specifically accused
him of arranging the murder of
William Greves.

As a result of the complaint, one of
Field’s acquaintances, Francis Itchen-
er, was charged with the murder at
Worcester Assizes. No record of the
trial exists, but apparently as a result
of Field's skilful obscuring of the evi-
dence, Itchener was granted bail and
ultimately never returned to court.
So William Greves remained un-
avenged.

It’s not possible to find out whether
Edward Field himself lost his posi-
tion as a result of the Lord Presi-
dent’s general accusations. His
family didn’t seem to suffer be-
cause of the complaints against
him, or indeed because they were
staunchly Roman Catholic in a peri-
od when Anglicanism was the es-
tablished faith. In fact, they
continued as prominent landown-
ers and they actually owned the
Saracen’s Head (now Saint Nicolas’
Place) for a period during the mid-
dle of the 17th century.

So our stone tablet raises more
questions than it answers, including
the question of who actually ar-
ranged for it to be created. Perhaps
it was the local parson himself: af-
ter all, he and William Greves were
neighbours!

Michael Kennedy
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In December 2015, Pope Francis
announced the beginning of a “Jubilee
Year of Mercy”. Though not an
Anglican initiative, it is a theme which
has been picked up by many churches
who wish to express their solidarity
with their Roman Catholic brothers
and sisters at a time of tension and
uncertainty in many countries.

The Year of Mercy is intended to
invite us to contemplate the mercy of
God as revealed in the face of Jesus,
his Son. It offers opportunities to
reflect on how we might better
radiate and reflect the love of God and
draw others into an experience of it.

The ecumenical service of Taizé
Prayer to be held in St Nicolas’
Church on the evening of 2nd

October (see p.19) will have mercy
as its theme. In preparation, we will
be inviting those who wish to join us
to reflect on a series of Proposals
issued by the Taizé Community.
These short texts on the topic of
mercy are being offered to all
visitors to Taizé this year as a
starting point for their prayer and
reflection.

There are five Proposals in all.  The
first is reprinted below. Others are
being considered for future issues.

2016 Year of Mercy

First Proposal
Entrust ourselves to God who is
mercy

You are a God who forgives, a
gracious and compassionate God,
patient and abounding in love.
(Nehemiah 9:17)

Be merciful as your Father is
merciful. (Luke 6:36)

According to the Bible God is
mercy, in other words
compassion and kindness. By
telling the parable of the father
and his two sons (Luke 15), Jesus
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shows us that God’s love does not
depend on the good we can do; it
is given unconditionally. The
father loves the son who remains
faithful his whole life long. And
he already holds out his hands to
one who left him, while that son
is still far away.

God created humankind in his
image. So “you come to be in the
likeness of God by acquiring
goodness. Acquire a heart of
mercy and kindness in order to be
clothed with Christ” (Basil of
Caesarea, fourth century).

God’s love is not just for a
moment, but for all time. By our
compassion, we can be a
reflection of this love. As
Christians, we share with so many
believers of other religions the
concern to place mercy and
kindness at the centre of our lives.

++ Let us welcome God’s love.
God never closes his heart to us
and God’s faithful goodness is our
constant safeguard, even when

our faults cause us to stumble. If
we have turned away from God,
we should not be afraid to return
and to put our trust in him; God
always comes to meet us.

++ We should not view prayer as
a laborious search, but rather
welcome it as a time to stop and
breathe, when the Holy Spirit
fills us with God’s love and
enables us to continue a life of
mercy.

© Taizé Community 2015
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Magazine Plans
Disussions have been taking place with
a view to increasing the circulation of
the Parish Magazine, giving it a broader
appeal to the local community and
achieving a better balance between
church and community affairs.

Those involved in producing the
magazine  hope to identify outlets in
the Kings Norton area in addition to St
Nicolas’ Church and Saint Nicolas’
Place, where it might be sold to the
public.

At the same time, they would like to

invite anyone involved in the
organisation of social or cultural
activities in the Kings Norton area to
contribute to a monthly diary of
events, to be published in these pages.

In the long run, we hope that the
Magazine might fulfil its potential as
an invaluable resource for anyone
seeking to find out “what’s on” in
Kings Norton, both inside and outside
the church.

If you can help us achieve this, we
would love to hear from you.
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Marriages
July 2016

2nd July John Boone & Holly Elizabeth Kempson
 Ian Craig Molyneux & Katie Louise Rollins
8th July Robert Gerald Hill & Amie Louise Foster
16th July Matthew William Slemensek & Rachel Eaton
 Shane Anthony Williams & Kerry Angela Anderson
22nd July Joel Phillip Ricketts & Lisa Courtney Manfredi
23rd July Mark John Greenwell & Anna Marie Stevens
 Philip Robert Carter & Lesley Susan Hammond
30th July Tommy Large & Victoria Ann Lynch
 Adam Garry Pearshouse & Natalie Emily Howell

Baptisms
July 2016

3rd July Lincoln George Caldicott
 Skylar Louise Allen-Appleby
 Jonah Ellis Celmer
 Jesse Isla Celmer
17th July Zach Ethan Buckley
 Samuel William Bagnall
 Oscar John Williham Hooper
 Amelia-Rose Notley
 Olivia Grace Pamela Cooke

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate



29Information supplied by the Friends of Historic Kings Norton.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 36.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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The Third Man, written by Graham
Greene and directed by Carol Reed, is
one of the classics of film noir. Set in
post-War Vienna, we meet Holly
Martins, who has come to Vienna at
the invitation of a childhood friend,
Harry Lyme. But he gets there just in
time for Lyme’s funeral. He learns
from a British army officer that Lyme
was a notorious black marketer, who
diluted much needed penicillin. As
Martins begins asking around, he
becomes convinced that there is
more to Lyme’s death that the
authorities are letting on. He sets out
to find the truth. And of course there
are plot twists, a sad, beautiful
woman, and a chase through the
sewers.

Often Greene’s works have a strong
Christian influence. That is not so
much the case with The Third Man,
but there are still themes of morality
in a world that seems to run on
wickedness more than on virtue. (It’s
hardly a spoiler of a 65 year old movie
to say that the rumours of Harry
Lyme’s death are a bit exaggerated.)

Lyme sees no reward for virtue; he
is amoral to the core. This is also a
story of betrayal—of friendship, of
love, of the truth. It is important to
remember that this film was
created in the aftermath of World
War II. The Cold War hasn’t yet
taken hold. It was at once dismal
and hopeful (of a new peaceful
world). But the question arises as to
if we can trust each other—even
old friends—to do what is right to
bring about that new order.

It really is a visually beautiful film.
From the opening credits that run
over the vibrating strings of a zither
playing the music so associated
with the film to the ride on the
great Ferris Wheel to the Viennese
sewers to the final shot of Martins
left utterly alone and rejected, this
is a film that is carried by its
cinematography as much as the
great talent in front of the camera.
(It won the Academy Award for
Cinematography in 1951.)

M.G.M.

THE THIRD MAN
It is a pleasure and a privilege to be able to introduce to our readers the film
critic and cinema aficionado “M.G.M.” In the first of what we hope will be many
contributions to these pages in the coming months, (s)he reflects here on one
of the landmark movies of the late 1940s. Netflix has never seemed so appealing.
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3 medium-sized courgettes

1 pound of pork sausage

1 cup of dry breadcrumbs

1 clove of garlic, minced

2 cans of tinned tomatoes in
juice

½ cup of grated Parmesan cheese

½ cup of shredded Mozzarella cheese

Pre-heat the oven to 350º F (175º
C). Trim stems from the courgettes
and slice lengthwise. Scoop out
the seeds and put in a bowl. Mix
the seeds with the sausage, garlic,
bread crumbs and Parmesan
cheese. Stuff the courgettes with
the sausage mixture and place in a
9”x13” baking pan. Pour the
tomates over the courgettes and
cover the pan with foil.

Bake in a pre-heated oven for 45
minutes or until the sausage is
cooked. Remove the foil and cover
with Mozzarella cheese. Cook until
the cheese has melted.

Judy’s Stuffed Courgettes
The Recipe Page
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Beware of the Cat

In 1959, I was serving on the P&O
liner the SS Chusan. I was the
Steward in the First Class
Restaurant. The Chusan was a very
happy ship for both crew and
passengers.

We were on the way back to
England after three months at sea
and I was looking forward to being
able to take some leave. It was my
turn to go down to the ship’s main
storeroom with a list of supplies to
collect, including jams, pickles,
sugar and so on for use in the
restaurant. The storerooms and
the freezers were down below the
galley.

I entered the dry store and said
good morning to Jimmy, the Head
Storekeeper. Tiger, the ship’s cat,
was, as usual, perched on the
corner of Jimmy’s desk. The cat
lived down there and was an
excellent mouser. He had been on
the ship for more than a year after

coming on board in Ceylon (now
Sri Lanka). I said, “Hello, Tiger”
but I knew better than to
approach him because I would
have been scratched for my
trouble. He was not a large cat,
half ginger, half tabby, but was
popular despite his attitude.
Jimmy said that, on days when
the Captain inspected his part of
the ship, he did not tend to panic.
The “Old Man” always liked to see
the cat and it kept him busy.

The Chusan was due to spend ten
days in London Docks for
maintenance. Most of the crew
would get some home leave,
including the cat, whose “catflap”
was small panel in the ship’s hull
which could be opened for access
to the engine room via a small
plank gangway. Tiger never left
his storerooms except about
three times a year when we
reached London. Jimmy told me

In the days before ships’ cats were outlawed by
Health & Safety regulations…
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that he usually came back a day
before we were due to sail, always
looked the worse for wear and
would sleep for two days after
being “on the tiles”. The question I
wanted to ask, of course, and to
which I never received a
satisfactory answer, was how the
cat knew when to return to the
ship.

Seafarers do like their pets.
Unfortunately, new laws do not
allow livestock on board; but in the
“old days”, I saw budgies, parrots
and cockatoos. One cargo ship I
visited in Italy had a resident rabbit
called Bugsy which ran around the
ship quite happily.

When visiting India, I used to

advise the lads not to buy small
cages of songbirds. They were
usually wild birds which had been
caught and they would not live
for long as they had been fed
cannabis seeds to keep them
docile and appealing. A rather
sad, cruel practice, to my mind.

The P&O container ships used to
carry up to thirty dogs on their
voyages to Australia from the UK.
Occasionally, there would be
horses, accompanied by a groom.
In fact, now that I think about it, I
have quite a few stories about
animals on board...but I will have
to save them until another time.

Eddie Matthews

Photo: The SS Chusan
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

Once again, we are hoping that your
generosity at Harvest Festival, linked
with that of many other churches and
schools, will “fill our barns” so that we
have enough to share through the
winter with all those coming to the
Foodbank for support. The numbers
are growing all the time and are
frequently more than 100 people a
week, with a third to half of that
number being children. In ordinary
weeks, when there isn’t a supermarket
collection or harvest donation, we give
out about twice as much food as we
receive, so our special times of
donation make all the difference.

We are welcoming most non-
perishable foodstuffs, except for pasta,
tinned soup and tinned rice pudding,
of which we have a large stock. Please
ensure it is “in date” as well as we are,
essentially, a shop, the only difference

being that our currency is vouchers
rather than actual cash.

The B30 Foodbank is supported by
almost all of the churches in the area
covered by B30 Churches Together.
We cover a wide area for donations
and distribution, including postcodes
B29, B30, B31, B38, B14 and B45.

The “action station” at Cotteridge has
now moved onto the main floor, so
our volunteers no longer need to
carry heavy crates of food up & down
stairs. The warehouse remains at
Hawkesley, and spills over into hired
storage at Access when needed.

(Please note: annual Foodbank
service, September 25th at 6.30 pm
at Cotteridge Church).

Sylvia Fox

Foodbank News
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Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.
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