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“’This is no thaw,’ said the dwarf, suddenly
stopping, ‘This is Spring. What are we to do? Your
winter has been destroyed, I tell you! This is
Aslan’s doing.’”
This winter has felt very long.  As I write this, on
the day of the Spring Equinox, all traces of the
latest snowstorm have yet to disappear. On 4th
March, for the first time in many years, all Sunday
services were cancelled in the parish as the roads
became impassable, temperatures plummeted
and boilers failed. But while the cross-city railway
shut down, water mains burst and Kings Norton
temporarily resembled a snowbound Narnia, the
annual forces of rebirth and renewal were stirring
just beneath the surface of the ice and snow, as
they always do.  This year’s crocuses and daffodils
have had a fight on their hands, but the victory of
Spring over Winter, of life over death, is always
assured. Which brings us to Easter. Aslan’s doing,
in a manner of speaking.
As befits the season, this edition is peppered with
signs of growth and renewal, from the park to the
golf club, the railway to the tennis club. We hear
from our partners in Bolivia, working to
strengthen church and society in one of the
poorest regions of South America. Closer to
home, our Assistant Rector reminds us that a
fresh start is always possible, however messy the
past. Confirmation, rites of passage, frogspawn
and chocolate eggs, all offer signs of hope as
Winter, finally, gives way to Spring.  Happy Easter!
The Editor
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From the Rector
Rites of Passage
Growing up and growing old each have
their distinctive pleasures and problems.
In Shakespeare’s As You Like It, Jacques
delivers the Seven Stages of Man
monologue. It begins with an unflattering
description of babyhood and ends with
and equally unflattering depiction of old
age! It is a lament for the predictable rise
and fall of physical strength and potency
which we endure as we progress from
cradle to grave.

The monologue is a caricature and, like all
caricature, it contains blunt truths while
not telling the whole truth.  Our bodies
have their physical limitations but our
minds and imaginations are more than the
sum of our (physical) parts. Just living is
not the same as living well and the
classical philosophers and early Christian
writers considered deeply what a good life
entailed, at all stages of life.

One aspect of all cultures in marking the
journey of life, and helping to make it a
good life, is the idea and practice of rites
of passage. These aid the process of
growth and development, marking the
closure of one stage of life and the
beginning of another. These turning
points are a shared experience, widely
recognised by families and societies as the
gateway through which members pass in
order to be recognised as having a new
status in the family or community.

In ancient or less complex cultures than
our own, the rites of passage were
marked with ceremonials and times of
testing, particularly relating to the
process of moving from childhood to
adulthood. Puberty and adolescence
were the threshold over which young
people were guided and ritually enrolled
into the obligations and responsibilities
of their tribe or community. Thus the
tribe or community ensured continuity
of behaviour and expectations between
generations, helping to secure its future
and unique identity.
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Old age was revered as establishing the
eldership of a group, those who were
consulted for their knowledge and
wisdom. Treated with deference and
respect, they would counsel and advise
while not being in any conventional sense
productive or economically active, their
wisdom being their contribution. Perhaps
it is the elders that Sophocles had in mind
when he remarked: “Old age and the
passage of time teach all things.”

Religion plays a key role in rites of
passage.  The major world religions all
have rites and ceremonies to accompany
people’s lives:  birth, adolescence to
adulthood, marriage, dying and death.
There are special ceremonies to mark the
progress a person is making in their
religion, requiring a deepening of
commitment and public declarations of
belief.

A Christian family will wish their child to
be christened in a church surrounded by
family and friends. The parents may well
have been married in the same church, or
choose to get married after the birth of
children. At their christening, the child’s
name is entered into the records of the
church and the record kept for centuries
in the archives. As the child grows, he or
she may wish to be confirmed, the act of a
young person claiming the promises made
on their behalf at baptism for themselves.

At St Nicolas’ Church, we are regularly
baptising, confirming, marrying and
hosting the funerals of families or family
members who have been associated with
the church for generations. Because of
these rites of passage, it is the nearest
thing they have to a spiritual home.

In our more secular culture, where
religion is perceived as being on the
retreat, the traditional Christian rites of
passage have been replaced by
alternative, secular “rites.”  Today a
young person is more likely to see their
passage through life marked by events
such as having their first alcoholic drink,
passing exams, passing their driving test,
leaving home for university or attending
their first music festival; all these are
current markers along the path to
maturity.

While these personal achievements are
to be commended, they lack any serious
spiritual content; once achieved, they
can be anti-climactic.  They are more an
entry into the consumerist society with
its emphasis upon transient pleasures
and novelty-seeking than an admission



6

into the more meaningful encounter of
belonging to the shared experience of
humankind. Stripped of spiritual content
or engagement, people can find
themselves floundering and anxious at
times of birth, marriage and death and
struggle to find the language or the
knowledge to help them cope with the
strong feelings engendered by these life-
changing events.

Clergy are often called upon at times of
crisis in people’s lives. It is often at the
time of a life-changing event. They have
to find a way of speaking which is not too
"churchy or pious”, one which has depth
and wisdom and which is comprehensible
to people with little experience of
religion, yet who value the church and
the presence of its ministers.

While rites of passage are more varied

now, they remain a necessary element in
our lives. These rites may not be as valued
as they once were, but the essence of
their purpose remains: they give deeper
meaning to life-changing events and
ground us in the realities of our shared
human experience. The Book of Proverbs
in the Old Testament has much to
commend it on the nature of living well
and growing in wisdom. For me the whole
book can be neatly distilled into one
verse: "The minds of people plan their
way, but God directs their steps".
Proverbs 16:9.

Revd Larry Wright

(St Nicolas’ will be hosting its annual
confirmation service on 20th May this year
when Bishop Anne will preside.)
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No More Missed Editions!

Become a Subscriber To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out your first subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once
a month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine to
you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our three
churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in which
case the annual cost is £20. To renew an existing subscription, please do not use this form but
contact Alison Blumer either via the Parish Office or at subs@kingsnorton.org.uk.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE : NEW SUBSCRIBER
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to take out my first subscription to the Parish Magazine for 12 months
starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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The Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography  describes  Samuel as
‘arguably the most distinguished man of
letters in English history’: he made
lasting contributions to English
literature as a poet, essayist, literary
critic, biographer and lexicographer.

His mother was Sarah Ford, described in
one source as being ‘descended of an
ancient race of substantial yeomanry’.
She was born in Kings Norton in 1669.
Her parents came from a middle-class
milling and farming family and she was
later described as ‘a well brought up,
well-adjusted, respectable and God-
fearing young lady’.

It’s difficult to find out much about the
family’s history here, or Sarah’s
childhood and early adulthood, but one
thing is clear: she was a very religious
person, an Anglican who played the key
role in the development of her son

Sam’s religious convictions, which were
central to his life and work. It seems
likely that, as a committed Anglican in
Kings Norton from an early age, she
would have been a regular worshipper
at St Nicolas'.

Sarah didn’t marry until relatively late,
especially for those times. Her husband
was Michael Johnson, who had settled

One of the greatest-ever Englishmen is Dr Samuel Johnson, the literary giant
who compiled the first English dictionary and was a lion in London society in
the 18th Century. He has a particularly strong link with Kings Norton …. his
mother was born here, and probably worshipped at St Nicolas’ Church.

Images : left - Dr Samuel Johnson; right - His statue in the market square in Lichfield.

They Came From Kings Norton

Sarah Ford
The Mother of Dr Samuel Johnson
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in Lichfield as a bookseller and
stationer. When they married in 1706,
Sarah was 37 and Michel was a ripe 49
years old. Nevertheless, they managed
two children, Samuel and his younger
brother Nathaniel.

Michael was Lichfield’s  first significant
bookseller. He also owned a parchment
factory, which allowed him to produce
his own books. The couple were
comfortably off when they married,
although that did not last.

Samuel was born on 18 September
1709. Sarah was 40, which was
considered an unusually late pregnancy.
So precautions were taken, and a "man-
midwife" and surgeon of "great
reputation" named George Hector was
brought in to help. The baby apparently
did not cry, and there were concerns for
his health.

But he did survive and, as was the
custom at that time for all new middle-
class babies, was   placed for ten weeks
with a wet nurse. Sarah could not stand
this separation, so every day she walked
down the street to visit him. Aware that
she was breaking the prevailing
tradition and that the neighbours would
laugh at her if they saw her, she tried to
vary her walks, or purposely leave
something at the nurse’s home that she
would have to retrieve the next day.

Despite, or perhaps because of this
enforced separation, Samuel loved his
mother intensely. According to his
famous biographer Boswell  “He

remembers with fondness sleeping in
his mother’s bed and listening to her
teach him of heaven and hell. She was a
very religious person and she was very
tender and attentive … to her must be
ascribed those early impressions of
religion upon the mind of her son, from
which the world afterwards derived so
much benefit.”

Sarah worked very hard as a mother and
a homemaker. Naturally enough, she
was the first to notice her son’s
extraordinary intellect, which was to
make him famous throughout the
English-speaking world. One source
explains ‘When he had learned to read,
one morning she put the Common
Prayer-book into his hands, pointed to
the Collect for the day, and said, 'Sam,
you must get this by heart.' She went
upstairs, leaving him to study it: But by
the time she had reached the second
floor, she heard him following her.
'What's the matter?' she said. 'I can say
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it,' he replied; and repeated it distinctly,
though he could not have read it more
than twice.’

Those early signs of an exceptional
intellect prompted his parents, who by
then were being affected by financial
problems as the bookselling business
faltered, to send him to school relatively
early. He progressed well and at the age
of six went to Lichfield Grammar School,
where he excelled in Latin. As he
continued to develop, Samuel helped
out in the family bookshop, actually
stitching new books. Clearly  the best
way forward for him was to go to
university, but Sarah and Michael were
concerned that they could not find the
necessary funds. Then one of Sarah’s
cousins died in 1728 and left them
enough money to pay for an Oxford
education.

Samuel left Lichfield for Pembroke
College at the age of nineteen in
October that year. After university, he
tried for a number of teaching jobs in
the Midlands, but for some reason was
always rejected. In frustration, he
moved to London, which proved to be a

momentous decision.  His great work,
the Dictionary, was published in 1755
after nine years of dedicated research.
It had a far-reaching impact on modern
English and has been acclaimed as "one
of the greatest single achievements of
scholarship". Until the completion of
the Oxford English Dictionary 150 years

Photo : Lichfield Cathedral
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Confirmation 20th May 2018
The Church of England website explains that “confirmation is a church service in
which a person confirms the promises that were made when they were baptised. If
you were baptised at a christening when you were a child, your parents and
godparents made these promises on your behalf. As a young person or adult, you may
be ready to affirm these promises for yourself and commit your life to following Jesus
Christ.”  If you’d like to join those preparing for this year’s confirmation service,
which will be led by Bishop Anne, please speak to The Rector or to Pauline Weaver.

later, it was the pre-eminent British
dictionary

As Samuel began to  build his fame and
fortune in London, Sarah was proud but
not boastful.  Boswell quotes a family
friend as saying “She had too much
good sense to be vain, but she knew her
son's value.”  She lived long enough to
enjoy the publication of his masterwork.

Samuel's affection for his mother
remained very strong. His last letter to
Sarah in January 1759, though short, is
full of love and gratitude: “You have
been the best mother, and I believe the
best woman, in the world. I thank you
for your indulgence to me, and beg
forgiveness of all that I have done ill,

and all that I have omitted to do well.”

Sarah died that year and was buried in
St Michael’s Churchyard in Lichfield with
her husband and her son Nathaniel,
who had died at the age of 25 in 1737.
Samuel lies in Westminster Abbey.

One amusing and relevant story that has
never been disproved is that, despite
the fact that he was so meticulous in his
definitions of the English language, Dr
Johnson didn’t always check the facts in
his personal life. It seems that, when he
talked about his mother, he always
claimed that Kings Norton was in
Warwickshire!.

Michael Kennedy
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More events are on the way to help
raise the £90,000 needed to fund
repairs to the roof over the Baptistery
area of St Nicolas’ Church. This work
will enable the creation of a much
needed Toy Library for local families,
which will be housed in that area.

Perhaps the most intriguing of these is
a planned Bat Walk, scheduled for the
evening of Friday 11 May.
Churchwarden Julie Hill
has contacted the
Brumbats organisation,
and expert bat-seeker
Chris Sherlock will be
hosting the event, with a
talk in St Nicolas’ Place,
followed by a walk
around the churchyard at dusk, which
at that time of year will be around 9.00
pm. Please watch out for posters and
flyers for details of timing, cost and
how to book places.

Concerts of various sorts have already
helped swell the fund, and more are
scheduled for this year. Regular
performers Eroica Camerata will play in
May and October. It is also hoped that
a performance of a Mass by Josef
Haydn can be arranged for November.

So far, about £20,000 has been raised,
so there is still a long way to go. A
number of applications are with

charitable organisations, and that
process is continuing. However,
several significant grant-making
charities require that any organisation
applying for grants must have already
raised  a significant amount before
they will consider applications: in some
cases one third of the total target, in
other cases as much as a half. We are

anxious to trigger this
key element of the
funding process, so the
church’s Fund-raising
Committee is examining
a number of ways of
bridging the gap.

If you’d like to donate to
the Church Roof Appeal

directly, specific Pledge Cards are
available from the Church Roof Appeal
display that is located immediately
inside the church. There are also
collection buckets. If you’d like to play
a more active role in the fundraising
effort, or have any ideas for events,
please don’t hesitate to contact Julie
Hill at the Parish Office on 0121 458
3289.

Donations to the fund can also be
made through our page on the Just
Giving website on
www.justgiving.com/knpcc. You can
also donate by texting STNR17 £(your
donation) to 70070.

Fundraising Update

About £20,000
has been raised,
so there is still a
long way to go.
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

On Easter Eggs
A recent Facebook post commented
‘lots of frogs are getting jiggy this
week’ and invited people to join in
‘Spawnwatch’ to record sightings of
frog and toad spawn.  I’ve just learnt
how you can tell the difference! Frog
spawn is in clumps and toad spawn is
in long strings.  Who knew?

Of course, I rushed outside to check
our pond and there it was. Frogspawn.
I was very excited.  Because for me
frogspawn is just one of the signs of
Spring.  Things are finally starting to
‘spring’ into life again after what has
been a long, cold and wet winter (in
fact, as I write this we await the arrival
of more snow from the ‘mini beast
from the East’).  I always wonder at
how things survive, like the frogs in my
pond, and how they know just when it
is time to emerge from their slumbers.
Although in the case of the frogs I
wonder if there timing is a little out
and that they should have waited
another week to avoid yet more snow!

The first signs of Spring are usually
things like the snowdrops and
crocuses, followed by things coming
into bud, daffodils, and catkins.  A
walk around the garden during a brief
spell of sunshine was full of evidence
of new growth and new life, even if

you did
need wellies
to wade
through the
mud and
sodden
grass. Little
signs of hope and encouragement, a
reminder that summer will come.
And, yes, things start ‘getting jiggy’ :
ducks are always the funniest as they
suddenly appear in strange places as
they begin their courtships.

One of the earliest and most
traditional symbols of new life is the
egg and eggs were decorated during
spring thousands of years before Jesus
died on the cross. Since then, Easter
eggs have come to symbolise the
empty tomb.   Early Easter eggs were
coloured red to symbolise the blood of
Christ and legend has it that Mary
Magdalene was carrying a basket of
cooked eggs when she encountered
the risen Christ and the eggs all turned
bright red.  Another story is that when
Mary Magdalene went to tell the
Roman Emperor that Christ had risen
he pointed to an egg on the table and
said ‘He is no more risen than that egg
on the table,’ and, at that moment,
the egg turned red.
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Just two of the many legends that
surround the origin of the Easter Egg
but the tradition of brightly coloured
and decorated eggs as part of spring
and Easter celebrations still continues
today.  Mostly today they are
chocolate eggs although Easter egg
decorating, egg hunts and egg rolling
are still features of celebrations in
towns and villages across the world.

I hope that eggs of some description
feature in your Easter celebrations this
year and that for you they symbolise
the hope and new life that we find in
Christ.

Wishing you all a very blessed Easter.

Pauline Weaver

Hawkesley Fish & Chip Supper and Quiz Night
7. 30 pm Saturday 21st April at Hawkesley Church Centre.

£4 entry for quiz only. £7 for quiz and fish and chips.
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Being new to this area and showing a
keen interest in local history, we were
soon co-opted on to the committee of
the ‘Friends’, whose main task is to
raise money to maintain the Tudor
buildings known as Saint Nicolas' Place.

We are also very keen gardeners and,
having noticed that the little garden
adjoining Saint Nicolas' Place is looking
rather neglected, we offered to try to
improve it. We talked with people who
had been involved in the past and

learned that it had begun as an
apothecary's garden. We plan to
continue with that theme, planting
medicinal and culinary herbs as well as
flowers which would have been known
in Tudor times.

We would also like to make the inner
courtyard more attractive for visitors to
the café with year round and seasonal
displays.

We plan to involve the children from

New Friends of
Historic Kings Norton

‘At Christmas I no more desire a rose
Than I wish a snow in May’s new-fangled mirth;

But like of each thing that in season grows’
Shakespeare, Love’s Labours Lost
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Kings Norton Primary School and the
Library and we are in discussion with
them as to the best way to do this.
Shane, the church caretaker, has
offered help and the Wyevale Garden
Centre in Bournville is prepared to
support local community projects.

Maybe you are thinning out or splitting
plants in your garden or have cuttings
or seeds that you would be willing to
donate? We are looking for herbs as
well as plants which would have been
known in the Tudor period, such as
peonies, alchemilla, pinks or carnations,
marigolds, honeysuckle, Sweet
Williams, foxgloves, violas and nigella,
to name but a few. For the courtyard,
we will need plants that will be happy in
pots, not necessarily of the period.

Any surplus plants of any description
will be offered for sale to raise money
for Saint Nicolas' Place on a stall in the
courtyard.

As soon as the weather is looking a bit
more like Spring, we can make a start
on the garden, and later, when the
danger of frost is over, we can
concentrate on the courtyard.

If you feel you can help in any way with
manpower, plants or donations it
would be very much appreciated.

Contact Don or Cas Hamilton:

doncasfra@orange.fr

or leave your details at the reception at
Saint Nicolas’ Place.
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I sang those words at a Billy Graham
rally in 1966 at Earl’s Court, London
with thousands of others. This was the
point when those wishing to give their
heart and life to Jesus were invited to
declare it openly and hundreds did. It
was quite an evening.

I was there with my two best
laboratory technician friends from
Bart’s Medical College (we’re still
good friends all these years later) and
some others to experience a Billy
Graham rally for ourselves, though we
fitted into the ‘already committed
Christian who brought along others’
category!

It was a memorable evening. Not only
were we privileged to hear the mighty
George Beverley Shea, one of the
finest gospel singers of all time, sing
with a choir of 5,000 singers, but
there, on stage, was Cliff Richard
proclaiming his new found faith and
singing! What a night!

It was still Billy Graham himself who
held the evening, as he did at all his
rallies. This Southern Baptist minister,
born William Franklin Graham in
Charlotte, North Carolina in the USA,
seemed to command in the palm of his

hand the thousands who filled the
stadium.

This handsome preacher had the
ability to make the listener feel as if he
or she were the only one there. He
demanded a heartfelt response; ‘but
that thy blood was shed for me, and
that Thou bidst me come to Thee O
LAMB OF GOD I COME.’ His own faith
and Christian commitment shone
through, his sincerity breaking barriers
of the heart. He preached the Bible as
the infallible word of God.

Just as I am Thou wilt receive,
will welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,

Because they promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come.

This hymn, written by Charlotte Elliott
in 1835, became the staple of the
rallies worldwide. It was to these
words to which the the audience were
invited to respond actively by walking
forward in penitence and faith. Other
hymns were re-introduced from
forgotten hymnals, to become
popular across the Christian
denominations, perhaps the most
memorable; ‘Blessed Assurance, Jesus
is mine.’ Until his health began to fail

Just as I am, without one plea…

BILLY GRAHAM 7 Nov 1918 -
21 Feb 2018
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seriously, Billy Graham was still
preaching and teaching at crusades
across the world until 1992. His son
Franklin, who holds rather more
controversial views, now heads the
Billy Graham Organization.

There was never a whiff of scandal,
although there was occasional
controversy. Graham was married to
Ruth Bell, a school classmate, for an
astonishing 64 years until her death in
2007. They have five children and, by
all accounts, his home life was
exemplary. However, his close
friendship with, and support for
Richard Nixon brought censure. He
was active in the White House,
ministering from the days of Harry S
Truman to those of Barack Obama.
Although he grew up in the ‘Deep
South’ he developed a hatred of racial
segregation. As early as 1953, when he
tore down the race barrier ropes at a
rally in Chattanooga, Tennessee, he
would not allow any segregation at his
rallies. Martin Luther King preached
alongside him in New York in 1957.

Billy Graham is among the most
influential Christians of the twentieth
century. His organization owns radio
and television stations and a printing
house for its publications, including
the many books he wrote on spiritual
matters.  He would be the first to
declare himself a sinner. Yet the
people he brought to Christ across the
world, on university campuses, in
mighty stadia and parks and amongst

the congregations in small churches,
who have maintained this faith, are
legion. The final verses of Charlotte
Elliott’s lovely hymn are an
appropriate way to bid him farewell.
No doubt he is ‘above’!

Just as I am, thy love unknown
Has broken every barrier down,

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come.

Just as I am, of that free love,
The breadth, length, depth and height

to prove,
Here for a season, then above,

O Lamb of God, I come.

Thelma Mitchell
Photo: U.S. Library of Congress. Public domain.
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Saturday 14 April from 10.00 am to
3.00 pm. Everybody Welcome

Our Tennis Club is a friendly,
sociable club for members of all
ages and abilities and their
families. Come and see what we
offer and even swing a racquet
yourself, with tips from one of our
coaches!

See how we’ve transformed our
tennis courts, now fully resurfaced
and fitted with new nets, posts

and fencing. Visit our modern
clubhouse with its cosy bar and
fully-fitted kitchen.

New members are always
welcome. If you want, learn about
our fees, which we’re confident
give outstanding value.

There’ll be food and drinks
available to buy, and things to do
for children.

Please see our website
www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk.

Open Day at
Kings Norton
Tennis Club

Where can you find … up-to-the-minute
parish news; tickets for local events
(bookable online); the churches’ weekly
newsletter; past editions of this magazine;
details of Sunday services; contact details for
the Parish Office;  a Who’s Who of the
Ministry Team; information about booking a
wedding; advice on planning a funeral; a
parish map… 24 hours a day? *

* Why, the parish website, of course: www.kingsnorton.org.uk. Give it a try!
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, clivehartwell48@sky.com

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382

An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for those not in
full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring
playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with
organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on
the fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.
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Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 0121 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities. The
local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket Club,
247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meetings, but
should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
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Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of 2017. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest
groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January 2017, it is already attracting a significant audience.
It gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of
the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform
should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3
entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Robert Shaw, 0121 415 5226

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome includ-
ing beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in
Cotteridge.
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Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) or annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for Birmingham St. Mary's Hospice
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk, suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell. We organise fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals. We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  If you can spare a few hours
to help, please contact us. We meet on the second Monday of each month at Kings Norton
Bowling Club.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.

Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season,
it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill
Road car park at Kings Norton Park.
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Kings Norton Bowling Club, 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8.00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Kings Norton Golf Club Brockhill Lane B48 7ED, www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, a putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook

Morris Dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Dancers and musicians, begin-
ners or advanced, men and women are welcomed by Black Adder. We meet most Thursdays
(except August) from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. in Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House at 930
Bristol Rd South, Birmingham B29 6NB. If you want to come along, please email us to check
we're meeting that week.
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COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Tuesday 3 April
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph’s & St Helen’s

Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge. Doors open 2.10 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 4 April
● Kings Norton Library re-opens after Easter break
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.00-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 pm-10.00 pm: Wild-

life in Action
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 5 April
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South,

8.00-10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 6 April
● Children’s Easter Craft Activity drop-in, Kings Norton Library, 10.00 am-1.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Park tidy-up and environmental activities , Kings Norton Park,

10.00 am
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (please check with

Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 7 April
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km

ability) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30 to
10.30 am, meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30

am
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am-11.30 am

Events Diary April 2018
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Monday 9 April
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Kings Norton Bowling Club, 6.30

pm-7.30 pm

Tuesday 10 April
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge,

10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5’s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.30 pm

Wednesday 11 April
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 - 11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 12 April
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South,

8.00-10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 13 April
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (please check with

Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Friends of Kings Norton Park: planting of Redwood trees, Kings Norton Park, 10.00 am
● Storytime for under-5’s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 14 April
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km

ability) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30 to
10.30 am, meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am-1.00 pm
● Open day, Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road, 10.00 am-3.00 pm
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Monday 16 April
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,

7.00 pm

Tuesday 17 April
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5’s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 2.00-4.00 pm:  Alan Cooke ‘Magnetic Therapy’
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 18 April
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10pm: Drones
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 19 April
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South,

8.00-10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 20 April
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am (please check with

Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Storytime for under-5’s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice Quiz, Highbury Inn, Stirchley,

8.00 pm (£3 per person, max 6 per team)

Saturday 21 April
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km

ability) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30
am, meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30

am
● Children’s Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 11.30-12.30
● “Idle Women”, a play about World War II volunteer canal  workers, St Nicolas’ Place,

7.30 pm (Tickets from St Nicolas’ Place reception or via Alarum Theatre website
www.alarumtheatre.co.uk)
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Monday 23 April
● King Norton History Society, St. Nicolas’ Place, 7pm for 7.30pm: Graham Sutherland

‘Wish you were here – how holidays have changed over the years’

Tuesday 24 April
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5’s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 25 April
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Spoken Trend ‘open mic’ spoken word and poetry event, Bulls Head, The Green: per-

formers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10pm: Cup com-

petitions
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 26 April
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge  2.00 pm: One-

board displays
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South,

8.00-10.00pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 27 April
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (please check with

Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 28 April
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km

ability) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30
am, meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start

Monday 30 April
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 14th April

2018
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

1st February Keith Herbert Owen 61 SN.Bu.PR
2nd February John Hadden 86 Cr.LH
2nd February Florence Veneshia Davis 81 SN.Bu.CY
7th February Joyce Rose Lea 94 Cr.RH
8th February Jordon Michael Wilson 22 SN.Bu.KN
10th February Valerie Winifred West 76 In.CY
13th February James Martin Hirons 39 SN.Bu.BE
15th February Cecil Bernard Haddrell 91 SN.Cr.LH
16th February Barbara Jean Alsop 84 SN.Cr.LH
20th February Christine Ann Jackson 63 SN.Bu.CY
21st February George Anthony Smithson  In.CY
23rd February Patricia Ann Lacy 80 Cr.LH
27th February Lilian Flora Hillier 88 SN.Bu.CY

Funerals
February 2018

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, PR : Primrose,
QN : Quinton, RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI :

Witton, WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley
WY : Wythall, YD : Yardley

www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk
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The Shape of Water

Winning four Oscars this year, including
those for Best Film and Best Director, this
fantasy love story is one of the most
remarkable films of 2017-18. Directed by
Guillermo del Toro and written by del
Toro and Vanessa Taylor, it stars Sally
Hawkins, Michael Shannon, Richard
Jenkins, Doug Jones, Michael Stuhlbarg,
and Octavia Spencer. Set in Baltimore in
1962, the story follows a mute cleaner
Elisa, (played by Hawkins) at a high-
security government laboratory who falls
in love with a captured human-like
amphibian creature.

This is the height of the Cold War and it
soon becomes clear that the captured
creature is only regarded as a specimen
for experimentation to suit the needs of
the military. Elisa mirrors the otherness of
the creature; she is overlooked because of
her lowly status as a cleaner and a mute.
The creature is only of scientific interest
to the authorities, who are not interested
in its nature or history. It is just a thing.

Elisa and the creature form a bond which
transcends their differences and, by a
series of plausible plot twists, they are
both freed to be together in a fantastical
love story. But such a valuable commodity
as the creature will not escape the
authorities that seek to exploit it.  The
latter part of the film is a tense drama of
chase and evasion as Elisa and the
creature wait for the most opportune
time for it to be released back into the
ocean and home.

Del Toro is a master of modern fantasy;
but this is the fantasy of the Brothers
Grimm rather than that of Walt Disney.
There are dark undercurrents in most of
his films; violence and abuse are
commonplace. Yet goodness, love and
justice are triumphant, though the
triumph is hard-won and the sacrifices
costly.  This is a film where the outsiders
and the marginal people are the stars. The
corrupt authorities, engrossed in their
war games, have no real connection with
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Baptisms
February 2018

4th February Alfie James Kennedy
 Lilly-Rose Dawn Kennedy
 Logan William King
 Thomas Jack Cox
 Jake Anthony Cooper
18th February Otto Philip Smith
 Cathleen Robyn Louise Maria Bartlett
 Jholon Thomas Smyth

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

the people “below” them and live in a
different world of power and lust.

Are there religious themes within this
story? In the final scene, the chief
protagonist has a moment of recognition

while chasing Elisa and the creature,
when he suddenly proclaims: “You are a
god!” But it is too late and his credo
becomes his death song.

M.G.M
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Ike, for that was his real name though he
preferred to be called “Iyk”, had left
home soon after his eighteenth
birthday. The decision to be
independent didn’t seem like a hurried
one though, because he had asked for
his share of the family inheritance to
start off a personal business. “Is it not
my life? Don’t I have the right to
freedom of choice?” he argued during
that last family meeting. To be honest,
the young man seemed to have it all
worked out. He had always had this
dream of exploring the world, of
enjoying all that life could offer anyone
at this stage. However, life seemed to be

a pool of surprises, as he later
discovered.

Sooner than he expected, he had turned
twenty-five. Time to take stock of seven
years of adulthood, seven years as an
independent free-thinker, seven years of
managing personal life resources, seven
years of life-exploration. Several
thoughts had competed with
themselves in his mind. "What have I
done to myself?" he whispered as he
managed to get off the sleeping-bag
which had doubled for him as bed and
shelter since he got kicked out by his last
girlfriend. "Should I head back home? I
just might get lucky with my dad. I could

The Amazing Grace Experience Pt.2
The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu, Kings Norton’s Assistant Rector, continues to reflect
on why God persists in loving us even when we don’t deserve it. He entitles this
month’s article “The Audacity of Grace” …or T.A.G.

God's grace, His undeserved favour towards us, is bold. It's audacious to the point of
being willing to rewrite our history, to make the past disappear. The audacity of
grace is famously summarised by Saint Paul in his Letter to the Romans. Here, he
explains the heart of the Christian Gospel. Way back in the Old Testament's Book of
Genesis, we have a story which lays at the feet of "one man", Adam, the blame for
the sin which affects us all. Generations later, as St Paul explains, the death and
resurrection of God's chosen Messiah turns all that on its head. Jesus, the "one man"
in whom God has made himself fully present, accepts death by crucifixion out of
obedience to his Father. The result is not only His resurrection, His victory over
death, but our freedom. Here is how St Paul explains it:

“Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, so
death spread to all, because all have sinned […] just as one man’s trespass
(Adam's) led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness (Christ's)
leads to justification and life for all.” (Romans chapter 5).
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use a shave and a shower in a decent
environment, you know. I might as well
seek employment as a temporary
member of staff with the family business
as a way of restarting life."

The first response won the debate in his
mind and off he went. The prodigal was
coming home. No-one seemed to
recognize him within the community. He
had been gone for at least seven years.
Things had changed since he left. Life
had continued for his siblings who
hadn’t travelled, especially for his elder
brother, who had continued with the
family business. "Hello? Anyone home?"
"Yes, how may I be of any assistance?"
enquired the newly employed security
guard. "I'd like to see the manager,
please." "Well, we don’t do charity
here," was all he could get from the
attendant, who had mistaken him for a
beggar. Meanwhile a posh SUV pulled up

in front of the main entrance and, as he
tried to glance through the windows, he
recognised the voice from the back seat
calling his name in full: “Ikechukwu!"

“That is my father in there!" he
acknowledged. Immediately, the back
doors of the car swung open and his
father hurried out of the car. He gave
him the most generous, undeserved and
unexpected hug of his life. Before he
could fall on his knees to beg for
forgiveness as custom demanded,
everybody on duty had been deployed
to offer one service or another.

The security man at the gates was asked
to take him into the premises; domestic
servants were detailed to conduct him
to the bathroom in the executive guest
room for a shave and a shower; a new
wardrobe assistant was appointed to
take care of his clothes; a table was set
in the dining room, and all in short order.
The prodigal had not only returned but
his place in the family had been restored,
although not without an honest but
modest protest from his colleagues and
acquaintances.

Only grace can take a failure and
transform it into success. Grace can and
does often write off bad debts. If you
remember, at one point during Jesus'
ministry, grace looked a condemned
adulteress in the face and declared:
"Neither do I condemn you. Go your
way and, from now on, do not sin
again." (John 8:11). Now, that is the
audacity of grace!

Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
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A few weeks ago, the project took a
significant step forward, when the
Transport Secretary Chris Grayling gave
a signal that that the government is
prepared to support the concept. He
announced that new stations may be
considered not only for Moseley and
Kings Heath, but also for Hazelwell, in
Stirchley. All three stations were closed
‘temporarily’ in 1941 to allow freight
traffic to use the line exclusively during
the Second World War and never saw a
passenger again. Though freight trains
have used the line ever since, the original
stations have been demolished.

Until recently, the main stumbling block
for the campaign was that post-war
infrastructure changes at the city end of
the line, which originally linked to
originally to Moor Street station,  meant

that a brand new railway viaduct would
have to be built in the Bordesley area.
Now, however, the Transport for West
Midlands organisation has decided that
the line could be routed into New Street
Station.

Kings Norton station is central to this
plan, because the current passenger line
through Bournville, Selly Oak and
University to New Street, and the Camp
Hill Line, diverge just north of the
station. Who knows, it might even mean
the refurbishment and reopening of the
derelict central platform island (see
photo) to accommodate the increased
number of trains.

It probably will happen, but don’t hold
your breath: the Minister only confirmed
that his team is ‘looking closely’ at the
project!

Station On Track for Vital Role
Regular readers may recall an article nearly two years ago about the campaign
to reopen the Camp Hill railway line to passenger traffic for the first time in 70
years. Achieving this would re-establish a much-needed rail link to the city
centre through Kings Heath and Moseley, alleviating pressure on the roads.
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During the half term holiday in
March, the Friends of Kings Norton
Park proudly raised a Green Flag,
representing an international award
for which they had worked hard for
many years. Other users of the park’s
facilities joined with them at the
significant ceremony.

The Green Flag scheme recognises
and rewards well managed parks and
green spaces, setting the benchmark
standard for the management of
recreational outdoor spaces across
the United Kingdom and around the
world. In England, is administered
under license from the Ministry of
Housing, Communities & Local
Government by Keep Britain Tidy.

The Friends will be holding another
significant event on Friday 13 April
at 10 am.  They will be planting four
giant redwood trees in Kings Norton
Park. These are Wellingtonia trees,
with the scientific name

Sequoiadendron giganteum. They will
complete an avenue formerly of
Scots Pine trees which were
originally planted when the park was
landscaped over 90 years ago but
which unfortunately failed two years
ago.

Organiser Lynn Horswell says “The
new trees join others which are
pleasingly thriving and already
present a mystical pathway which
naturally invites you to the focal
point, St Nicolas' Church.  They are a
second gift from a patron as a lasting
living legacy in memory of his
grandmother and given to the
community to enjoy.” Birmingham
Trees for Life are assisting in the
project and an open invitation is
extended to all those interested in
attending.

Green
Flag for
Kings
Norton
Park
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It’s 2018 and I need to contact my
daughter in London. Now, what shall it
be…….. text, email, What’sApp, mobile
(she doesn’t have a landline), Skype?
When my grandmother died
unexpectedly and my parents had to
contact me at university in the 1970s,
they sent a telegram!

Unfortunately for our Foodbank clients
who are on Universal Credit, there is no
choice about the mode of
communication. All communication is
electronic. There is no paper. Any new
claimant, regardless of age, IT skills,
access to the internet, ownership of
mobile phones has to have an email
account.

Let’s suppose you are a mum with two
kids to take to school. You’ve recently
lost your (badly-paid, cleaning) job.
While looking for a new job and with
children to feed, you have applied for
benefits. All new claims have to go
through Universal Credit. You have
already waited for six weeks with no
money. All communication is via your
small, pay-as-you-go mobile. No big,
swanky smartphone.

While getting the kids ready for school,
you receive a text message. You have to
sign in to your e-account before the end

of the day. You do not have internet
access. No home wifi. No laptop.
Nearest access is the Library. Oh no, it’s
Wednesday and the Library is closed
because of cuts. If you do not respond
to this message, you will be sanctioned
and even the few benefits you receive
will be stopped.

There is no obvious answer; or rather,
there are lots of answers, but they all
involve more resources for those most
at risk in our society.

Talking to another Foodbank in London
which, like the B30 Foodbank, also
operates out of a church, the minister
said, “If you’re planning a building, work
out the number of power points you
might need and then double it.” If we
want to support our community, e-
support will be vital.

We don’t want to become  another
branch of the Social Services, (and Jesus
did not have to worry about emails or
mobiles), but He did say, “Come to me,
all you who are heavy laden and I will
give you rest.” We must make the same
offer. These days, it may involve
computers.

Helen Gale

The “Benefits” of Communication
We don’t punish people for being poor in Britain … do we?
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To our new partners in Kings Norton.
The people of our parish send you our
greetings! Here is a summary of our
activities this past year at La Trinidad.

Abrazos!

Ministry Activities for 2017

Our ministry activities, in conjunction
with La Trinidad, during 2017 have
included the following:

Strategic Evangelism: La Trinidad
shared the Gospel with families through
Messy Church, a dynamic Bible-based
activity in our neighbourhood park once
a month,  quarterly Pedestrian Day
outreach, and vacation Bible
workshops.  La Trinidad´s Youth Group
made two mission trips to sister
congregations in La Paz and Santa Cruz
to encourage them and equip them for
Messy Church.

Intentional Discipleship:  This year La
Trinidad started two new cell groups,
one with women and another on the
south-western side of town with the
potential to be a new church.  Our
youth group was renewed and has a
weekly Bible study with university
students and young adults.  The Puntiti
church continues to grow, with Sunday
celebrations once a month and weekly
discipleship training.

Team Ministry: The Ministry team at La
Trinidad took on new levels of
responsibility by starting new cell
groups and carrying out ministry
without direct pastoral involvement.
This was most evident during the two
months when Tammy was in the USA,
during which time La Trinidad´s ministry
team organised a fantastic church camp
and pastored the congregation. Deacon
Juan Cris has been strengthened in his
ministry as we look forward to his

In October 2016, St Nicolas’ Church hosted visitors from northern Bolivia where the
Anglican Church has a missionary Diocese. (See the back cover of our Nov.2016
edition for photos of their visit). We agreed to link up with La Trinidad parish and
their priest, The Reverend Tammy Firestone, pictured on the opposite page with her
family.  The link is now live and we will be exchanging news and resources in the
months ahead. Revd Tammy and her team have sent this update on their activities
and their plans for 2018. The Spanish greeting which she uses is “Abrazos!” which
translates as "hugs" or, if you prefer, "embraces".  Let’s look forward to embracing
this opportunity for partnership in the years ahead.

Kings Norton’s
Link With Bolivia
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ordination next year, and Natalí Lora,
our youth group leader, is training for
ordination too.

Financial Sustainability: La Trinidad has
been able to work within its budget this
year and has taken on the challenge of
paying a quarter-time pastoral salary,
as financial help from the diocese was
cut. However, La Trinidad has not yet
achieved financial sustainability and
this point will remain as a goal for 2018.

Ministry Goals for 2018

Our ministry goals for 2018, together
with La Trinidad, are the following:

Pastoral Training and Supervision with
a particular focus on pastoral
counselling, team leadership, and
administration with our pastoral team.

Leadership training in order to identify
and incorporate new leaders,
encourage mentoring by current
leaders, increase discipleship, and
multiply cell groups.

Church planting, including supervision
of our Puntiti church and cell groups
with church plant potential.

Financial Sustainability through faithful
tithing, wise stewardship, and projects
that could both generate funding and
create opportunities for evangelism.

Our expected outcome is a healthy
pastoral and ministry team at La
Trinidad that can serve, disciple, and
spread the Gospel in the Cochabamba
region.
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It was 50 years ago last month (March)
that Kings Norton Golf Club formally
committed to the most significant
development in its history. Founded in
1892, for more than 70 years it had been
based on a rather cramped site between
Wychall Lane and Rednal Road. But in
December 1967, it formally signed a 150
year lease with the Bournville Village
Trust on Weatheroak Hall and its 200
acre estate. The move enabled it to
create a championship course and
clubhouse that continue to be amongst
the finest in the Midlands.

The vision that underpinned that
momentous move has been fully
justified. Now KNGC has a substantial
membership of around 1,000 men and
women, while Weatheroak Hall, recently
the subject of a major refurbishment to
its meeting and dining areas, is both a
magnificent clubhouse and an
increasingly popular events and
meetings venue.

KNGC continues to break new ground.
We recently decided to modernise our
management processes by abandoning
the traditional, but increasingly
cumbersome committee-based
approach that many clubs still use. Now
we have a Board of Directors with
individual members responsible for each
key function. All directors work on a

voluntary basis, with the support of our
outstanding team of staff.

The change enables us to be much more
responsive to an ever more demanding
environment, where clubs are becoming
increasingly competitive in the effort to
attract new members, and to develop
other business streams which are
essential in achieving financial stability.

For our current members, and those
wanting to join a club which will give
them the best possible golfing
experience, we now offer more than
ever. We have a truly impressive and
versatile course, which unusually
comprises a total of 27 holes, organised
in 3 loops of nine holes. The countryside
in which the course is located is
breathtakingly beautiful, and every hole
is maintained to the highest standard.
There’s also a par 3 course, a putting
green and large practice field.

Weatheroak Hall, our clubhouse, is a
Grade 2 listed building, and a truly
wonderful place in which to relax after
the game or enjoy a wide range of social
activities. Its heritage as a private
country estate is perfectly illustrated by
the splendour of its beautiful Entrance
Hall, while our Members' Lounge and
Spike Bar give access to our patio,
overlooking the putting green and the
course itself.

Golf Club Looks To The Future
Kings Norton Golf Club’s Marketing Director Charles Willcock updates us on
the club’s plans and how you can enjoy its facilities without going near a putter!
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There’s also the Mynors Lounge, with
informal seating and a cosy atmosphere.
This room gives access to our Ballroom,
a modern, stylish and full equipped area
which is the focus for club events and
occasions such as weddings and private
celebrations. We also have the
Weatheroak Hall Restaurant, with views
over the front gardens, which can seat
up to 40 diners to enjoy the excellent
range of menus offered by the Club’s
in-house caterers.

Enjoyment of all these outstanding
clubhouse facilities is not confined to
people who play golf. We recognise that
there are people who aren’t golfers and
don’t ever want to be, but who would
love to have a meal or a drink, or meet
friends, in a stylish environment that is as
special as you’ll find anywhere in south
Birmingham. That’s why we have a Social
Membership category, through which
non-players can enjoy all the facilities of
the clubhouse, its bars and restaurant
and the exclusive ambience of

Weatheroak Hall. It costs just £25 a year,
an absolute bargain.

Not many people are aware that even
non-members can share the delights of
the Hall. Through the year, we have
Sunday lunches which can be booked
just like any other restaurant. Though we
have many social events designed
specifically for members, there are also
many others, such as Mothers' Day
lunches and our New Year’s Eve parties
that are open to all (provided you book,
of course!). It’s worth keeping an eye on
our website for news about the latest
programme of events.

As well as our effort to attract new
members of all sorts, there's another key
area of development: Weatheroak Hall
as a prestigious venue for events of all
kinds, ranging from weddings to
corporate meetings, not just for people
and organisations that are based in the
Midlands, but at a national level.

Since our move back in the late 60’s, the
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motorway system has developed and
put KNGC in a perfect position to attract
national event organisers. We lie at the
very heart of the country’s motorway
system, just five minutes off Junction 2
of the M42.  At the same time, the
surrounding countryside insulates us
perfectly from motorway noise.

We have lots to offer as an events venue.
Many of the areas described above,
particularly the Ballroom and the
restaurant, can be turned into attractive
locations for private parties, customer
entertainment  and corporate events,
while on the first floor of the clubhouse
is our large,  versatile Weatheroak
Lounge, with superb views of the course.
We also offer a small dedicated
conference room and a full range of
support equipment. Any event can be
supported by our in-house catering

service, from simple buffet lunches to
more refined dining.

We feel that we’re on the threshold of an
even more exciting time for KNGC and all
its members, playing or non-playing. The
club is a unique presence in the area, and
we hope that more and more Kings
Norton people will become a part of it.

Charles Willcock

Marketing Director

Kings Norton Golf Club is always happy to
consider applications for membership in
all categories. Details of these, and how to
apply, can be found on its website,
www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk Sunday
lunches can be booked by calling 01 564
822 788 or by emailing info@
kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk
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www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar

School set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and
containing the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest
collection of mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned

and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all to enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email bookings@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.

Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church
on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers David Ash, Mandy Butler,  Fay
 Fearon, Ruth Howman,
 Parisa Pordelkhaki
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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The P&O liner Canberra was berthed in
Yokohama, Japan, as part of its “Cherry
Blossom Cruise”. It was 1970, the year of
a local Expo show, which had many
interesting features and technical
exhibits. One of them, I recall, was
something called “high definition TV”,
which has become almost the norm
these days.

Yokohama is about 10 miles from Tokyo,
a short journey by train. One of our crew
members decided to visit the capital city
and ended up one evening in the Ginza
area, where the big attraction is Japanese
night life.

David was enjoying himself in a small
karaoke bar, one of those places where
you get a microphone and songs appear
on a screen with English subtitles. After a
few drinks to give you some Dutch
courage, you can sing like a complete

idiot and imagine yourself as some sort
of Frank Sinatra. As the evening wore
on, the bar owner said that, if David
wanted to sleep in the bar, he would be
welcome to do so. In Japan, all trains

Train Journey in Japan
Eddie, Kings Norton’s favourite merchant mariner, always behaves himself
when abroad or at sea; but the same can’t be said of all his colleagues.
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stop running at midnight and it is quite
common for people to sleep in bars until
public transport starts running again.
Taxis were, and still are, very expensive
and to get back to Yokohama would have
cost him at least £30 in Yen, if not more.

Anyway, the next morning, David
decided to leave early and to catch the
train, despite still being a bit tipsy.
Tokyo’s main station is a maze, to say the
least. Some of the signs are in English but
not many. Nevertheless, he somehow
managed to find the right train and got
on board. And then, twenty minutes into
the journey, panic set in. He didn’t
recognise where he was and, in his
confused state, he decided to pull the
emergency communication cord.

The train screeched to a halt and, as we
later discovered, the whole system was
immediately shut down. Since the trains
on that particular track run roughly every
5 minutes, you can imagine that his
decision was not a popular one! He was
escorted back to the ship by two serious-
faced Japanese policemen.

Luckily, the Senior Night Watchman, who
was in uniform when the police arrived at
the docks, convinced them that David
would be disciplined and they let him

board the Canberra. Of course, he got
away with it.  As a Senior Leading Hand,
he and the Watchman were good mates
and no discipline was handed out at all.

The girls on the switchboard in the
telephone exchange soon had the
grapevine in operation and we all had a
good laugh. Some serious leg pulling
ensued.

Sayonara!

Eddie Matthews

Advertise With Us!
It’s easy and inexpensive. Prices start at £10 for a quarter-page advert for one
month and a discount is available if you pay for a year in advance. You can even pay
online. You’ll find all the details on the parish website at
www.kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine or contact the Editor for more information.
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2018 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions
and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details
of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the
copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

In April, St Nicolas’ Place is to be the
venue for a performance of a fascinating
and touching show which is relevant to
Kings Norton’s role as a hub of the
region’s canal network (see opposite
page).

Idle Women, based on documentary
sources, tells the story of the women
who took over working on canal boats
during the Second World War, when
their men had gone off to fight.  They
made a key contribution to the war
effort. No-one seems very sure why they

were nicknamed ‘idle women’, because
they were quite the opposite!

The show is on Saturday 21 April at
7.30 pm. Combining theatre, poetry and
songs, it is performed by The Alarum
Theatre Company, which has a tradition
of telling stories about ordinary women
doing extraordinary things. Tickets are
available from the reception desk in St
Nicolas' Place, or from the Alarum
Theatre website www.
alarumtheatre.co.uk

Idle Women

“Not only does God play dice,
but … he sometimes throws them
where they cannot be seen.”

Stephen Hawking

8 January 1942 - 14 March 2018
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Idle Women
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