
1

The Magazine
For church & community

January 2016 £1

From a Reader : We Live in Hope p.4
Industry in Kings Norton : Nail Making p.8
A Deluge of Watery Metaphors p.12
Kings Norton Team Parish : Facts & Figures p.13
Celebrating 200 Years of the W&B Canal p.16
China Sea Rescue p.24
The Best Present p.28
Women Bishops Look Younger Every Year p.34

A Church of England Team Parish serving all in Kings Norton and Druids Heath through the Parish
Church of St Nicolas and the District Churches of Hawkesley and Immanuel

parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk | www.kingsnorton.org.uk
Registered Charity 1134799



2 Cover photo : See page 34



3

Editor & Advertising Manager

David Ash
editor@kingsnorton.org.uk

Subscriptions

Alison Blumer
subs@kingsnorton.org.uk

Kings Norton Parish Office
Saint Nicolas Place
81 The Green, Kings Norton
Birmingham B38 8RU
0121 458 3289

Copy for Publication

Please email items for
publication to:

copy@kingsnorton.org.uk

Please submit text in an editable
format, preferably plain text or
MS Word. Printed material
entrusted to the Parish Office
should be sealed and marked for
the attention of The Editor.

Submission Deadlines

Items for inclusion in the
February 2016 edition must
reach the Editor by midnight on
Friday 15th January.

Items for inclusion in the March
2016 edition must reach the
Editor by midnight on Friday 12th

February.

Happy New Year! This is the first and, I hope, the
last time I will invite you to take a pair of scissors
to the pages of this magazine; but desperate
times demand desperate measures. Whoever it
was who insisted, when Saint Nicolas’ Place was
restored, that the roof of the new wing should be
made of lead when other materials were
available has, in the intervening years, been
shown to be a couple of sandwiches short of a
picnic.

Be that as it may, little now stands between the
winter weather and the interior of Kings Norton’s
most iconic building than a few sheets of blue
plastic. Twenty-seven years ago, in January 1989,
this magazine was able to report on the
generosity of local people in raising £110,000
with which to re-roof the church.  That’s £264,000
in today’s terms. We are asking for about a 5th of
that amount now to replace the roof for which
Saint Nicolas’ Place’s insurers will no longer pay
after multiple visits from the metal thieves.

The recent Saint Nicolas’ Festival service (see
p.27) showed conclusively that, although we may
not be among the richest parishes in the UK
(p.15), we know how to give from the heart. So
can I urge you, in that spirit of generosity, to cut
out or photocopy the Gift Aid form at the foot of
page 11 and to send it with whatever you can
afford to Saint Nicolas’ Place?  I can assure you
that they will be grateful for every penny.

The Editor
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From A Reader
We Live in Hope
A peaceful New Year to all! When I
was thinking about what topic I
should write about for the New Year,
it didn't take me very long to decide
that it had to be about hope. What
with our own personal struggles of
everyday life, coupled with all the
present global problems, we might
be forgiven for feeling pretty
unsettled, even helpless.

I believe, too, that humanity's struggles
and pain must go straight to the heart of
our Father God, who is not a distant
God, but who identifies with human
frailty and suffering.

Quite often, we use the word “hope” to
express or convey good wishes for
someone or to anticipate that a
particular situation will turn out well. “I
hope you get that job,” we say, “I hope
you'll soon be better”, or “I hope you
have a good day”. We all hope for things
to get better, for a better world.

At the heart of the Christian faith are
hope and trust in God who wants the
best for all of us. In 1 Corinthians
chapter 13, St Paul says that hope is one
of the greatest gifts God has given to us.
For me, hope must go hand-in-hand
with my faith and trust in God.

Biblical Hope

The Bible is full of stories and words of
hope which are still relevant for us
today. For the children of Israel back in
the days of the Prophets such as Isaiah,
Ezekiel, Jeremiah, hope was always in
Yahweh (God) who would look after
them through the good times and the
bad. And even when they turned away
from him, God continued to love them.

From time to time, the Prophets had to
remind the people to remain faithful to
God, their maker and keeper. In Isaiah
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chapter 2, the Prophet Isaiah invites his
people to  "walk in the light of the Lord";
and in Isaiah chapter 35 verse 4, God
instructs the Prophet: "say to them that
are fearful in heart, be strong!" In
Jeremiah 31:3, God speaks some
profound words to reassure his people:
"I have loved you with an everlasting
love".

Hope In New Testament Times

Hope for better times was reinforced
firstly through John the Baptist, and
then through the words and deeds of
Jesus, who spoke of peace, love, and
acceptance. During that time, God's
chosen people were living under the
harsh and unfair conditions of the
Roman Empire, and they craved better
times. They looked to the time when
someone special would come, as the
prophets had predicted, to liberate
them, so they could have a better
existence.

When Jesus appeared, he brought fresh
hope for the future and promise of
restitution for all who would listen to
and believe his words. John 1:5 tells us
that, Jesus came as a light that shone in
the darkness to seek out those who
were lost, those who were suffering,
those who were unloved. To them he
gave hope and the courage to live as
God's beloved children. Nothing and no
one could take that away from them
because God had decided it was so, and
therefore it must be.

Hope was expressed in the words, “He is

risen!” when Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went and found the empty
tomb where Jesus' body was laid. And
by his glorious Resurrection, we are
promised a resurrection to a new life in
our relationship with him now, and
later, when our journey here comes to
an end.

Jesus' commission to the disciples to
go and spread the message of hope
was worked out in their words and
deeds, and passed down through the
centuries.

Hope For Us Today

I think, in spite of everything, there is
much to be thankful for. We are

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 9th Jan 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain



6

encouraged to remain hopeful; we are
not on our own. God knows and God
cares. In Psalm 46:1, David tells us that,
"God is our refuge and strength", and in
Exodus 33:14 God promises, "My
presence will go before you". Therefore,
God is with us now and in the future.

Sometimes, when I'm facing a difficult
situation like the time when my eldest
son was desperately ill or, recently,
when I learnt that my brother has a
serious illness, I forget to give the
situation to God immediately. Instead, I
go into worry mode, which saps my
thinking and my strength. My trust in
God seems to go onto the back-burner,
and I simply forget that I can, in the
Psalmist’s words, "Give my burdens to
the Lord".

But then I'm reminded of God's words,"I
will never leave you or forsake you",
which are echoed in Paul's letter to the
Hebrews. Maybe it's a natural human
instinct to start to worry at the first sign
of a problem. On the other hand, that's
probably just how I am in spite of my
faith in God. I was brought up hearing
the words, "While there is life, there is
hope", so in spite of the difficulties and
calamities of life, I guess my faith in God
is strengthened by Christ who is my
hope for now and the future.

I recently asked two family members
what comes to mind when they each
think of the word “hope”. One said,
"Hope is the expectation of better things
to come to make life worth living", while

the other said, "Hope is to have some
degree of faith, especially in God.”

I believe hope is all around us. Hope is
in the marvellous variety and beauty of
God's creation, in God's love for
humanity through his ongoing work in
and through many people to bring
about healing and restitution for
others. Hope is in the work of God's
Holy life-giving and sustaining Spirit to
change the hearts of people to love
Christ with the passion he deserves.
Hope is what should make us want to
dance to the rhythm of God's
heartbeat which is full of love for us,
his beloved children.

Hope For Kings Norton

By the grace of God, our parish is held
in prayer, sustained by God and by a
host of individuals and groups who
work tirelessly in order to help to
change lives. Hope for me then, is
visible in the dedicated work of our
clergy and readers who minister to the
people of this parish. It is seen in
church groups like Tiny Tots  or Bumps
and Babies, in the vital work of The
SWEET Project and the food bank. I see
it in our Pastoral Workers, who are an
important link to the housebound, not
forgetting the team of people who
sustain the running of St Nicolas’ Place.
There is hope in the waiting for the
appointment of a new Rector to take
the parish forward in faith and mission
and in so much more.
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Hope In Our City And The World

Recently, as I was viewing our city from
the 7th floor of the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, I felt there was much to be
hopeful for in the good things that are
happening in our city.

Hope is seen in the collaborative work of
individuals of different faiths in
Chaplaincy Ministry in our hospitals,
nursing homes, colleges and
universities, bringing comfort, advice
and support to others. Hope is seen in
the drive to find new ways of bringing
about peace in our world, new drugs
and new technology to care for the sick
and vulnerable.

Further afield, I saw hope in the face of
a little French boy featured in a widely-
circulated YouTube video, when his dad
tried to reassure him after the recent

atrocities in Paris by saying, "the bad
men might have guns, but we have
flowers".

I must have hope in the possibility that
there will be restitution for those
thousands of my brothers and sisters
seeking a decent existence away from
war and death. I believe there will
come a time when all the imperfection
we see now will come to an end. “All
manner of things will be well” (Mother
Julian of Norwich).

Hope means to hope even when we
think there is none. Hope is the gift
that we can meet with God in prayer,
for he is our ultimate hope.

A blessed and hopeful 2016 to you all!

Fay Fearon
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Industry in
Kings Norton Nail Making
Our various business parks and estates are
an integral part of Kings Norton now but,
until the coming of the canal in 1815 and
the railway in the 1840's, no large-scale
industry was to be found here. Before
that, it was all small-scale, based in homes
and farms.

One such industry was nail making and
Kings Norton was a well-known base for
this trade. The arrival of major trading
routes actually helped the trade to
blossom and in the first third of the 19th
century there were over 200 nailers
dotted around the parishes of Kings
Norton and Northfield (Kings Norton
parish was then much larger than it is
today) all working together as part of the
nail trade based in Bromsgrove.

As it required relatively little equipment, it
was mostly a household industry, in which
whole families took part, including the
women and children, in spite of the
dangers, the repetitiveness and the
physical strength needed. The rod iron
and coals came from the nail master: the
family provided the hearth, bellows, anvil,
hammer, block and a few tools for cutting,
sharpening and shaping the nails.

All of this equipment could be housed in a
small outhouse, either tacked onto the
side or back of the house, or separate, or
several in a little row and shared with
fellow workers. Often they were of brick,
or at least the ones which survived into
the 20th century were. There is an

excellent example of nailers' workshops
at Avoncroft Museum, and they should
have a nailer’s cottage opening in 2016
too.

The closest this industry got to St
Nicolas’ Church was very close, as it is
said that there were cottages on the
edge of the churchyard in Back Lane,
more or less opposite the vehicular
entrance to Gascoigne's Funeral
Directors. The nails made, or those like
them, are to be found all over Saint
Nicolas’ Place and sometimes in the floor
of St Nicolas’ Church itself. The heads are
much smaller than those of modern
nails, and each is individually made.

The trade peaked in the mid-19th
century and then dropped off quite
dramatically as machine-made nails took
their place, leaving behind almost no
sign of its existence.

Claire Simpson

Illustration: Girl making nails in 1889.
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Sausage & Lentils

Lentils, are believed to bring good luck and
prosperity for the forthcoming year. Their small,
seedlike appearance resembles coins that swell when
cooked so they are consumed with financial rewards
in mind. In Italy, it's customary to eat cotechino
con lenticchie or sausages and green lentils, just
after midnight, a particularly propitious meal
because pork has its own lucky associations.

Place the lentils in a large saucepan.  Add 2
quarts of water and bring to a boil. Pierce the
skin of the sausage all over with the tip of a
sharp knife. Place the sausage in the saucepan

with the lentils. Reduce heat to a simmer, cover, and cook for 45 minutes, or until the
lentils are tender.  Remove the sausage and set it aside to cool.  Drain the lentils and
set aside.

When the sausage is cool enough to handle, slit open the skin and remove. Cut the
sausage into ½ inch slices.  Cook the sausage slices in a skillet until golden brown on
both sides, about 2 minutes.  Remove the
sausage and set aside.

Add the olive oil to the skillet and heat
over medium-high heat.  Sauté the
pancetta, onion, carrots, and celery in the
olive oil until soft, about 6 to 8 minutes.
Add the tomato sauce, lentils, and bay
leaf.  Cook over low heat, covered, for 5
minutes.  Season with salt and pepper.
Remove the bay leaf. Pour the lentils
onto a serving platter and arrange the
sausages around them. Serve.

1-1/2 cups lentils
1 pound Cotechino sausage *
1 tablespoon olive oil
1/4 cup pancetta, diced
1 large onion, chopped
1 carrot, chopped
1 celery stalk, chopped
1/2 cups traditional tomato sauce
1 bay leaf
Salt and pepper to taste

The Recipe Page

* Cotechino sausage is traditional in this dish but it may be difficult to find. Substitute any
flavourful Italian sausage.

Serves 4-6



10



11



12

As most of you must be aware by now, our
poor old roof on the Ashford Hall, part of
Saint Nicolas’ Place, has taken quite a
battering this year. Numerous thefts of
lead have left it uninsurable and
potentially very leaky. Perhaps we should
have fixed the roof while the sun was
shining (didn't someone say that some
time ago?) but we are where we are; so it
now time to put all hands to the pumps
and do something! Oh dear I feel a deluge
of watery metaphors coming on!

The Friends of Historic Kings Norton have
plunged into the Roof Appeal Campaign
feet first, and have already pledged
£5,000. This sum has been hard-won
through constant hard work over a period
of years. Some of you are already
members of the Friends, so you know this;
you have been giving your time and
expertise in a volunteer capacity for over a
decade.

To get the Roof Appeal afloat we have
already designed and are buying fliers,
posters and pull-up banners, which are
going to print as I write. But the Friends are

only half of the equation. As we all love
our very special buildings, and so many
aspects of our community life take place
in them, we are all in the same boat. We
need more people to help paddle the
canoe. We need you to come on board.

So, calling all church and youth
organisations! Let’s pick up a paddle, and
pull together! Any fund-raising idea you
can think of can be used (so long as it's
decent and legal as I always say) and any
money raised can be passed on easily
through the Saint Nicolas’ Place website
saintnicolasplace. co.uk.

The previous page has information about
other ways of giving. Please do cut out
the form provided and return it to us
with your cheque or cash.

Little drops of water make a mighty
river.

Helen Kempster
The Friends of Historic Kings Norton

A Deluge of Watery Metaphors
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KNTP Kings Norton
Team Parish

As a reader of this magazine you are
unlikely to be ignorant of the fact that
we are looking for a new Rector. If
you have been watching matters
closely, you will also be aware that
we have, so far, advertised twice
without success.

Every parish in our position compiles
a Parish Profile, a document which
sets out who we are and what we do.
It is designed to give potential
applicants the information they need
as they consider whether or not to

apply for the post.

In order to ensure that our Profile is
seen by as many people as possible,
and because we want to give
aspiring Rectors the chance to hear
about the parish from those who
know it best, those who have its
best interests at heart, the
document has been available on the
home page of the parish website for
the past few months. Though, of
necessity, it contains a lot of factual
information which may, at first,
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appear dry to the general reader, it
paints a full and interesting  picture of
local church life.

How well do you think you know
Kings Norton Team Parish?

However long you have lived or
worshipped here, it’s possible that
some of the following extracts from
the Profile may yet surprise you. Did
you know, for example, that…?

● The parish contains several
working farms.

● St Nicolas’ Church has been in
continuous use for over 900
years.

● Current average Sunday
attendance is around 130 at St
Nicolas’, 20-25 at Hawkesley and
40-50 at Immanuel.

● Within the parish boundaries,
there are nine primary schools,
three secondary schools, a 6th

Form college and ten uniformed
organisations for children and
young people. The church is
active in eight of the local
schools through assemblies,
church visits, services in church
and so forth.

● According to the 2011 Census,
59% of the local population
identifies itself as Christian.

● The population of Kings Norton
increased six-fold when the
housing estates were built in the
years following 1950.

● Roughly 28,000 people live in
the parish. Despite the
existence of a relatively affluent
central area where about 6,000
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people live, Kings Norton ranks at
12,187th of the 12,660 Church of
England parishes by deprivation
and at 114th in the Diocese of
Birmingham.

● Two-thirds of Kings Norton
residents live on the estates of
Druids Heath, Longfellow, The
Fairway, Pool Farm, Primrose and
Hawkesley.

● The Team Ministry was formed in
1974 in response to the massive
post-war growth of the housing
estates.

● There is a marked shortage of
homes priced between £150,000
and £300,000, so young,
upwardly mobile people tend to
move away.

● Thirty-three of the 63 people
confirmed in the past 6 years
found their way into church life
through the “pastoral offices” of
baptisms, weddings and funerals
which are central to the ministry
of the church in this place.

● In 2014 (the latest year for which
we have statistics) the clergy here
were responsible for 104
baptisms, 41 weddings, 5
weddings blessings, 62 funerals in
church and 100 funerals at local
crematoria.

● There were over 120 “pastoral”
services in church in 2014,
typically with 80-100 attending,
some with congregations of up
to 400. Between them, these
services welcome thousands of
people each year.

● One of the fastest-growing
aspects of the church’s ministry
is the Tiny Tots group for young
children and their parents.

How did you do? There is much
more information in the original
document, if you want to dig
further, including some clear
statements of what St Nicolas’
Immanuel and Hawkesley churches
believe they are here for. They
include our parish mission
statement, to which we have tried
to remain faithful for many years. It
commits us to seek:

● to be a worshipping,
transforming partnership in
Christ;

● to live out God’s radical
hospitality for all;

● to be equipped for God’s work in
the world.

The Editor
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There has been a change in the programme for the Society's first talk in 2016 as,
sadly, Chris Upton is no longer with us.  Sandy Robertson will now give a talk to the
Society on Monday 25th January entitled "Wire in the Blood". The talk covers the
three hundred year history of Webster & Horsfall and its sister company Latch &
Bachelor, manufacturers of wire and wire rope and their manufacture of the first
successful transatlantic telegraph cable in 1866. The doors of Saint Nicolas’ Place
open at 7.00 p.m. and the talk will start at 7.30 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome at
the Society's meetings.

Claire Simpson, Chairman.

Kings Norton History Society

A report by David Struckett, a member of
the Worcestershire & Districts Association
of Change Ringers, and of the Ancient
Society of College Youths; currently
Ringing Master at St Mary's
Kidderminster.

It is not often that one's two very
different and important hobbies are
combined in a single event. So when it
was proposed that the ringing of bells to
open the canal's completion to
Worcester was to be commemorated
with a repeat performance, it seemed an
extremely good idea.

It is recorded that bells were rung,
among the music and gunfire marking

the opening of the canal to Worcester
in December 1815; so to celebrate the
200th anniversary of this event we
arranged to have bells ringing along the
route of the canal at St Nicolas’ Church,
Kings Norton, St Laurence’s Church,
Alvechurch and St Mary's Church
Hanbury, culminating with the bells of
Worcester Cathedral.  During the (very
windy) afternoon, cakes, music and

Celebrating 200
Years of the
Worcester &
Birmingham Canal
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poetry accompanied the party in Diglis
Basin, where the canal meets the River
Severn, and the small but enthusiastic
crowd appreciated the efforts of ringers
throughout Worcestershire in providing
this report for posterity.

The day kicked off at 10.00 a.m. with a
fine quarter peal of Stedman Caters at St
Nicolas’, Kings Norton, the fine spire and
tower visible from the canal as it passes
near the famous junction with the North
Stratford Canal.  These bells are a fine
ring of 10 from Taylor’s of
Loughborough, cast in 1924.  At this
church there was a cake in the form of a
boat emerging from the Wast Hill
Tunnel, made by Lisa White (photo
opposite) and hot drinks were provided
by Pauline Weaver for the ringers and
visitors who had come to witness the
event.  Thanks are due to Claire Simpson,
who took the photos, and to Lynn

Horsnett, who had encouraged local
efforts.

The ringers, listed below, who
completed 1277 Stedman Caters in 50
minutes, were members of the regular
Kings Norton band joined by ringers
from Worcester Cathedral and St
Mary's Kidderminster.

1277 Stedman Caters

1 Robin J Walker
2 Mark A Wilson
3 David R Ingram
4 Andrew R Gray
5 Catherine R Taylor
6 David B Flint
7 Paul J Martin
8 David W Struckett
9 Robert C Kippin (Conductor)
10 Steve Horton
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Confirmation 2016
This year's Confirmation service will
take place on Sunday 10th April and
will be conducted by the Right
Reverend David Urquhart, the Bishop
of Birmingham, at St Nicolas’ Church.

If you are interested in finding out
more about the Christian faith and
feel that Confirmation may be the
next stage in your journey, please

speak to any member of the
Ministry Team.

Preparation sessions will begin on
Thursday 11th February at 7.00
p.m. and will run each Thursday for
five weeks.  There is no
commitment to Confirmation at the
end of the series if you decide that
it is not the right thing for you.

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calverley Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: Mobile:

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair Spindals, Skirting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989

What is Confirmation? The Church of England’s website puts it this way. “Confirmation marks
the point in the Christian journey at which you affirm for yourself the faith into which you have
been baptised and your intention to live a life of committed discipleship. This affirmation is
confirmed through prayer and the laying on of hands by the confirming Bishop. The Church also
asks God to give you power through the Holy Spirit to enable you to live in the way of Jesus.”
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At a recent Parochial Church Council meeting, it was decided that
St Nicolas’ Church would support these charities in 2016

The SWEET Project and the B30 Foodbank

Church Urban Fund (CUF)

Church Mission Society (CMS)

Diocesan Malawi Link

Christian Aid

Leprosy Mission

Water Aid

Tear Fund’s Mother Buddy Scheme

Please pray for all of these charities throughout 2016. Watch out
for information about the various ways in which we hope to raise

funds for them and about how you can get involved

Parish Charities 2016
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service (Morning Worship) for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Thursday 11 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee as you wish.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses. Do ask.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer. With Messy

Church for all ages every 2nd Saturday (Market Day).

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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The Art of Listening
God gave us two ears but only one
mouth. So He probably wants us to
spend twice as much time listening as
we do speaking.

The art of listening is a gift you can gain
no matter who you are. To a person who
needs a listener, it’s a gift beyond price.

A Prayer

Teach me to listen, Lord, to those
nearest me, my family, my friends, my
co-workers. Help me to be aware that,
no matter what words I hear, the
message is, “Accept the person I am.
Listen to me.”

Teach me to listen, Lord, to those far
from me, the whisper of the hopeless,
the plea of the forgotten, the cry of
the anguished.

Teach me to listen, Lord, to myself.
Help me to be less afraid, to trust the
voice inside, in the deepest part of
me.

Teach me to listen, Lord, for your
voice, in busyness and in boredom, in
certainty and in doubt, in noise and in
silence.

First published in the Kings Norton
Parish Magazine, February 1988.
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Storms at sea tend to be named
differently in different areas. In the
Atlantic, it's a hurricane; in the
Indian Ocean it's a cyclone; and in
the China Sea it becomes a typhoon.
The latter is the type of storm which
the small passenger liner the
M.V.Chibral had experienced just
after Christmas some thirty years
ago.

To me, it still seems like yesterday as
an unforgettable incident occurred.
There was a severe storm and the
ship "hove to" for over 24 hours.

There were wind speeds of over
100 mph. If you can imagine
standing on a railway platform
when an express train passes with
a roar and the noise continues, it
gives you an idea of the ferocity of
the experience.

On the second day, the storm had
abated to a degree and the ship was
under way to Hong Kong, our next
port of call. The passengers were
getting their appetites back and
were allowed to go on deck once
again. The Captain announced that
the ship was responding to a
general distress call sent by a
German cargo ship some twenty
miles away. This ship had spotted
a Chinese sailing junk in a sinking
state and was approaching to look
for any survivors.

Our ship arrived two hours later.
The upturned hull of the junk
could be clearly seen like a small
brown blister on the surface of the
still-high waves. It was clearly
overturned. Some spectacular
seamanship began to happen as the
Captain of the German ship slowly
brought his 7,000 ton vessel slowly

Eddie Matthews, our resident maritime explorer, revisits his memories
of a dramatic rescue in the China Sea en route for Hong Kong.

China Sea Rescue

Learn to play Accordion

With John Gould
Children and adults welcome

07 792 685 933

www.johngouldmusicschool.co.uk
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up to the wreck. Once almost
alongside and in the ship's lee of the
waves, the drama began. Two
seamen in harnesses managed to get
onto the hull of the junk and, with
axes, smashed a hole. Our ship
helped to protect the scene as we
kapt as close as possible to protect it
from the waves.

A total of thirteen survivors were
pulled out of the hole in the wooden
junk's keel. Some women and
children were amongst those
rescued and were speedily hoisted

on board the German ship by ropes
before the upturned junk
disappeared beneath the waves.

A passenger on our ship filmed the
scene and it was show on the Hong
Kong television network the next
day. Photographs also appeared in
all the papers. If one can say that
the success was due to come
fantastic seamanship by the
Captain and crew of the German
ship, I also think that God had a
hand in inspiring the rescue.

Eddie Matthews

Baptisms
November 2015

1st Nov Charlotte Rose Baller
15th Nov Philip Antoine Sherry
 Daisy-Harmony Brennan
 Daisy Louise Hinder
 Rosie Lilly Grace Reeves

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship



26 Photos: Morning service at St Nicolas’  Church, 6th December 2015.
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Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

Overwhelmed by Generosity
A message from Sweet Project Director, Jayne Cresswell (pictured below with the 11
vehicle-loads of presents donated by the congregation at St Nicolas’ on 6th Dec 2015).

Can I just say a big thank you to you all for the generous donations to the SWEET
Project this Christmas. Our students have been out all week delivering presents. It has
been a very busy week for one and all. Thanks to your generosity, children, parents
and vulnerable adults will all have presents this Christmas. Thank you so much from
the students, staff and directors of the SWEET Project.  Jayne.
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One of the new features of the
Christmas season from which we are
just emerging is the competition for
the best advert.  This Christmas, I
think the main contest was between
John Lewis and Sainsbury's.

Sainsbury's used a story featuring the
well-known children's character,
Mog, in a new adventure specially
created by Judith Kerr.  Judith, now
93, who made a cameo appearance
in the advert, is the creator of Mog
and of other classic children's books
such as The Tiger Who Came To Tea.

Sainsbury's focused carefully on the
theme of “Christmas is for sharing”
to promote their brand and their
partnership with Save the Children,
supporting child literacy.  In Mog's
Christmas Calamity, disaster befalls
the family at Christmas following
Mog's antics and all of the
neighbours join together to share
their Christmas Day, turkey, trifle and
all.  The advert was beautifully filmed
and the computer-generated image
of Mog was very believable, as long
as you chose to forget that Mog
actually died in the last of the Mog
books, Goodbye Mog.

John Lewis
went for a
different app-
roach, but also
in collaboration
with a charity, this time Age UK.  The
advert featured a girl looking through
a telescope at a lonely man living on
the moon and her attempts to send
him a message.  Eventually, by using
balloons, she managed to send him a
telescope so he could see her on
earth waving at him.  The advert had
several flaws which raised a number
of questions: How can a man live on
the moon? How does the gift tied to
the balloons get to the moon? And
how does the man know exactly
where to look with the telescope to
see the girl?  You really needed to be
able to suspend your disbelief to see
the message of the advert, summed
up neatly in the tag line “No-one
should have no-one at Christmas”.

But even more fascinating were the
spoofs of the John Lewis advert. Aldi
hijacked it for their own campaign
and one even featured Star Wars
character Darth Vader destroying the
planet: a very strong Christmas
message there about peace on earth!

The Best Present
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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But my favourite was a remake by a
community worker based at a church
in Liverpool.  Once again, a little girl
was looking at the night sky through a
telescope but this time there was no
man living on the moon, she just
looked at the moon and the stars.
The little girl in this version tried to
send messages to God.  The messages
were,  “God, are you there?”, “Do you
love me, God?” and “God, how can I
know?” but she couldn’t  get any of
the messages into the sky.  Then, on
Christmas Day, the balloons delivered
a gift to the girl, the gift of a baby in a
manger with the message “the best
present I could give, love from God”.
It ended with the tag line “Know you

have been loved this Christmas”.

Christmas gives us the opportunity
to look at the story of Christ's birth
anew, to ponder, as Mary did, on the
events of the Nativity and on what it
means to us.

The birth of Jesus is a gift to each
one of us. As we leave Christmas
behind once again and look forward
to 2016, we can focus on what that
gift means to us and what we will do
with it in the year to come.

A happy and blessed 2016 to all of
you.

Pauline Weaver
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Dementia Friends Information Event
run by Alzheimer’s Society

We plan to offer a session at St Nicolas’ Church to raise awareness and
understanding of the different forms of dementia. It will take place on
26th January 2016 at 6.30 p.m.

The meeting is open to all and is free of charge. If you would like to
attend, please contact Churchwarden Anne Hughes via the Parish Office.

Hawkesley Church News
Hawkesley Church have done it again! At their coffee morning
on 28th November 2015, they raised £831. Eric Elliot would like
to thank all those who came and gave so generously.
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Women Bishops Look Younger Every Year
You know you’re getting older when…

On 6th December, we celebrated our Patron
Saint, St Nicolas (see photos on p.26), and
resurrected an ancient custom, that of
electing a young person, usually from the
choir, to act as a Bishop for the day.  The
tradition dates from the Middle Ages and was
widespread throughout Europe, especially in
England, where the “Bishop” thus elected
used to carry out episcopal duties until Holy
Innocents’ Day on December 28th.

It is a custom that was followed here at St
Nicolas’ Church for many years and an office
that both my sons have held in the past.
Traditionally it has always had to be a boy
(women bishops were unheard of in the
Church of England before 2015). But with the
new ruling which accepts women as bishops,

a new door has opened for us here at St
Nicolas’.

And so, to mark the appointment of  The
Right Reverend Anne Hollinghurst as the
new Bishop of Aston, it was decided that we
would once more revive the tradition. Thus
it was that Amber Wilson (aged 10), a loyal
member of the choir for some years, was
chosen and duly inaugurated during the
morning service on our Patronal Festival.
Congratulations Amber. We all thought you
made a splendid Bishop, and that you
carried out your duties with great dignity.

Revd Jayne Crooks
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Tuesday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Please note that, while the parish is without a Rector, authority is in the hands of the
Churchwardens, Anne and Phil, and of the Area Dean, the Revd Melusi Sibanda. Our

honorary assistant clergy, working part-time, are:

Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Clare Dean 0121 459 6185

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Julie Winterbourne     01 244 7171       julie18881@gmail.com
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 35.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

Funerals
November 2015 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

3rd Nov Margaret Olive Adkins 92 SN
10th Nov Frances (Dolly) Marlow 93 SN.Bu.CY
16th Nov Ethel Seaman 87 SN.Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Bu : Burial, CY : Churchyard,
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X7 and printed by
Harlequin Print Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454  Fax: 0121 458 3089 Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk

Candlelit Church. Wednesdays.
6.30-8.00 pm. Space to Be. No pressure.


