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Cover photo: Eugene Schellenberg addresses the congregation at Hawkesley’s 40th Anniversary
service on 9th October 2016. See pages 24-27 for details and the back page for more photos.
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Even if you are not familiar with the work of the
philosopher George Santayana you have probably
come across one or more of his pithy aphorisms.
They include "Those who cannot remember the
past are condemned to repeat it".   (He also wrote,
"History is a pack of lies about events that never
happened told by people who weren’t there"!)
You cannot learn from your mistakes if you cannot
recall them; but neither can you feel gratitude for
past blessings if they are forgotten.

In this edition, we remember with gratitude 40
years of faithful service, education and worship on
the Hawkesley estate; the legacy of a century or
more of world war, hot and cold; lives which have
enriched others; and our progress in restoring the
damage inflicted on our historic buildings by the
reckless actions of a few. I hope you will draw
hope from all this, even though it is not shared by
all, for our fellow Anglicans on the Continent see
little to rejoice over at the moment (page 11).

Here in Kings Norton, on the other hand, the
embers of international friendship have recently
been fanned into flame by the visit of a group of
Spanish-speaking Anglicans from Bolivia. Their
diocese and ours have embarked on a new
partnership which is already bearing fruit as we
start to visit each other and to share resources.
Their visits to St Nicolas' Church  in October (see
back page) will be remembered with much
gratitude and affection by those who met them.

The Editor
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From the Rector
The Power of Remembrance
Marking the centenary years of the
First World War has added a
particular poignancy to 2014-18. The
special events, exhibitions, TV and
radio programmes and the art
installations (such as the Weeping
Window display by artist Paul
Cummins and designer Tom Piper,
when thousands of ceramic poppies
tumbled out in a cascade from a high
window to the ground below) have
all focused our attention and
imagination on the suffering and
self-sacrifice war engenders.

In November, Remembrance Day
services are held in most Church of
England parishes throughout the
country as a means of honouring the
fallen and praying for peace. Many
churches have memorials which
name those from the local
community who lost their lives in
war. At St Nicolas' we have a
number of graves of those who died
in battle or who died later as a result
of their injuries in battle. These
graves are well tended and we mark
them symbolically at our annual
Remembrance Sunday Service. It
will take place on Sunday 13th
November at 10.30am. This years'

service will be a joint event
between ourselves and Druids
Heath British Legion. It will include
a march to the church from the
Post Office on The Green.

The power of remembrance
ceremonies is a widespread
practice and speaks of the need to
mark the passing of lives and time
in a way that both honours and
laments. Death, any death, is a
mystery as we know more about
life than we will ever know about
death;  the dead cannot speak. Yet,

Photo courtesy of the Lord Mayor of Birmingham.
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in a curious way, we try to speak for
the dead as a way of warning the
living of the cost of war and conflict.

For instance, much war poetry
speaks of the futility of war but also
of its brutal discipline which causes
men and women to be caught up in
a sort of glorious madness where
life and death are traded daily in the
cause of victory or defeat. Each time
we hear of a member of the British
forces being killed in action we are
often presented with a picture of a
young 20-something smiling proudly
in their best uniform as we digest
the enormity of a life lost and a
family bereft. One ancient Greek
philosopher remarked, “only the
dead have seen an end to war”. Yet,
compared with the last century
(1900-2000) this century has been
comparatively peaceful. The two
world wars and the so-called Cold
War of the last century were far
more destructive of lives and
livelihoods than this century has
been… so far.

Can we imagine a world where war
has ceased? In 1945, the United
Nations was formed as a means by
which international disputes might
be settled without recourse to war.
The preamble of the UN Convention
states:

WE, THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED
NATIONS, DETERMINED

- to save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war, which
twice in our lifetime has brought
untold sorrow to mankind, and

- to reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, in the
equal rights of men and women and
of nations large and small, and

- to establish conditions under
which justice and respect for the
obligations arising from treaties and
other sources of international law
can be maintained, and

- to promote social progress and
better standards of life in larger
freedom.

Such high ideals were not based
solely on political or economic
expediency but arose out of a
heartfelt desire to avert war and to
find effective ways of pursuing
peaceful resolutions to
international disputes. The UN
Charter set a moral imperative to
honour all human life and to avoid,
by all means possible, the suffering
and degradation which results
from war. Such ideals do not arise
out of nowhere. Many of those
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responsible for drafting the UN
Convention were people of faith
who had experienced first hand the
effects of war and had seen the
brutality and savagery it unleashed
on combatants and non-combatants
alike.

Faith does play a part in war. It can
be used to validate or to censure, to
provide an excuse or to condemn.
Faith also plays a part in peace-
making; for instance, the Northern
Ireland “Troubles” were widely seen
as a struggle between “Catholics”
and “Protestants”, yet it was
peacemakers of both those religious
communities who played a vital role
in securing the Good Friday
Agreement that began the

comprehensive peace settlement
for that land.

While the world may continue to
suffer war, the desire for a
peaceful world will remain an ideal
we can and should aspire to. In
remembering those who died in
war we are marking the loss of
lives, losses which may have been
avoided if only we could have
found effective ways of settling
our differences through non-
violent means. One simple truth,
which is so easily overlooked, is
that friends rarely kill each other.
What if we all regarded everyone
else in the world as a friend?

Rev Larry Wright
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Funerals
September 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

12th September Norman Brian Harrison 77 Cr.LH
14th September Madge Lynda Drinkwater 85 SN.Bu.BE
16th September Anthony Thomas Adams 54 SN.Bu.KN
20th September Coral Elizabeth Wiggins 72 SN.Bu.CY
20th September Vera Ruby James 84 Cr.LH
20th September Beatrice May Oates 87 In.CY
21st September Matthew McCarthy 79 Cr.RH
22nd September Tony Harold Newby 73 In.CY
27th September Jean Christine Larmouth 46 Cr.LH
27th September Christine May Hodgskin 73 SN.Bu.WM
28th September William Clifford Jones 75 In.CY
29th September Geoffrey Gerald Wootton 83 SN.Bu.KN
30th September Daniel James Hanks 25 SN.BuKN

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park

CORRECTION. There was a puzzling misprint on page 14 of the October edition of the
Parish Magazine. In Eddie Matthews’ article “A Date in Iraq”, the first sentence of the 4th

paragraph should have read “The dockers asked how much a box of dates was worth”
and not “The dog is asked how much…” Such are the perils of dictation software!
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The fantastic fund raising efforts led by
our Friends of Historic Kings Norton
group in partnership with the Kings
Norton Parochial Church Council and
Saint Nicolas’ Place Community Interest
Company have been wonderfully
supported by many generous donations
and have gained pace over the summer
months.

Having exceeded the half-way target
towards raising the estimated £50,000
needed to repair damage from the lead
thefts and to replace the lead roof of the
modern annexe at Saint Nicolas’ Place, we have begun discussions with the

City Council's Conservation Officers
aimed at gaining their support for the
use of a different roof covering.

The modern annexe was designed to
provide a contrast in architectural
terms to the adjoining, restored 15th
Century Tudor Manor House, known
for so many years as the Saracen's
Head.

Whilst it is modern itself, the fact that
this annexe adjoins the main Grade 2*
building means that it is covered by
the same conservation protections.
Any changes to the annexe require
Listed Building Consent in just the
same way as the main building.

Despite the annexe’s having been
designed to be covered with lead, the

Raising the Roof

Photo: John Creswell



9

experience of so many lead thefts and
damage to the roof over the last 5 or 6
years has made us determined not to
repeat the mistake of using lead again.

However, any change to an alternative
covering such as tiles would require
Planning Permission as well as Listed
Building Consent, both processes taking
time and resources to achieve. The
suitability of the use of tiles, fibreglass or
flexible sheeting to cover the low apex
annexe roof has been questioned by our
advisors.

Having taken advice from the City
Council's Conservation Team, we have
realised that the best long-term solution
and the most practical way to achieve
consent for an alternative to a lead roof
is to go for another metal covering such
as Terne-Coated Stainless Steel.

Since we would still be installing a metal
covering, we would have to gain Listed
Building Consent (LBC) rather than
Planning Permission, thus shortening
the process considerably.

The project will need to be supervised by

a Conservation Architect, who will
draw together the plans and papers for
the LBC application. Once permission is
gained, the architect would help us to
procure a suitable contractor to
undertake the roofing work and would
supervise the project until completion.

This is an important next step.
However, our fund-raising efforts need
to continue as, despite our efforts to
put in place the plans, permissions and
potential contractors, we can only take
the replacement roof project forward
once our fundraising target is achieved.

Please continue to support us through
your fantastic fund-raising efforts and
generous donations. Together, we can
do this!

Thank you all.

John Creswell

Voluntary Chair
Saint Nicolas’ Place Community
Interest Company
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The Russians Are Coming!

The M.V.Strathdune was berthed in the
port of Karachi, Pakistan. Just ahead of
us, alongside the quay, was a Russian
cargo ship of about the same tonnage as
our vessel. Two of the Russians asked to
come on board. One of them spoke
quite good English. The other was the
ship’s electrician but, I was told, he was
also the Commissar or Political Officer.

Anyway, they asked us if it would be
possible to play a football match. We
said, “Why not?” So, eventually, a
football pitch was found by the local
Seamen’s Mission. Everything went
well. I attended with my first aid bag but
its contents were not needed, apart from
a few oranges.

The match was a draw and everything
ended very affably. The Russians were
not allowed to visit our ship, but our
lads were invited aboard the Russian
vessel and took with them a case of
lager, which was well received. There
were some snacks laid on but, alas, the
vodka shots were served endlessly in
little jamjar glasses. In true Russian
fashion the toasts came thick and fast
and, in order to be polite, one had to
down the vodka in one go every time. I
had to get back to the ship and made my
excuses before fleeing.

A little later, the Mate saw our lads
teetering along the wharf, absolutely
sozzled. He told the Bosun that it
might be necessary to drop a cargo net
to hoist them on board with the ship’s
crane. Luckily, they all managed to
get up the gangway.

The next morning, the same two
Russians who had originally come to
visit arrived again and asked whether
we had any films on board that they
could borrow for a day. Our ship had
changed four films via the agent at our
previous port, so we asked the Captain
and he said, “OK, they can borrow
one film.” We lent them Quadrophenia.

The next morning, they returned with
the film and asked whether they could
have it for another day. The film is
about Mods and Rockers fighting in
Brighton, taking drugs and so forth
and it has a heavy rock soundtrack. I
was asked, “This place, Brighton, is in
England, yes?” “Yes,” I replied, and
another question was forthcoming.
“Does these things happen all the time
in England?” “Yes,” says I.  I could
not resist being naughty! My excuse is
that I was trying to do my bit to help
glasnost’* along.

Eddie Matthews

Football, vodka and The Who. In this month’s report from the High Seas,
Eddie provides a surprising insight into relationships between the Russians
and the West towards the end of the Cold War.

*In the former Soviet Union, “glastnost’” was the policy of more open, consultative government initiated
by leader Mikhail Gorbachov in 1985.
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The votes are long since counted and the
surprise and, for some, shocking result
of the rushed-through and ill-conceived
referendum continues to sink in. An
uncertain future looms which will be
cripplingly expensive to the tax payer as
the fine details of how we might leave
the EU are assessed.

In the wake of an increasingly bitter
campaign, where fear was stoked on
both sides and the lies grew larger and
more outrageous, admissions followed
that many of the big claims which were
made were untrue. “Hate-crimes”,
including verbal, racial abuse and even
brutal murder, against anyone perceived
to be foreign have rocketed in the
aftermath. Major political resignations
and an Opposition in disarray have not
helped to create any sense of security.
Meanwhile, disappearing campaigners
have left us to pick up the pieces and to
work something out. Plan? What plan?

The view from across the Channel, from
the Anglican chaplaincies of Europe, is of
grief and even despair. There is disbelief,
consternation, concern and amazement
at the result. They will be considerably
affected as they minister to the English-
speaking communities in their area.

Views from the chaplaincies are
fiercely felt and even more fiercely
expressed. Many thousands of British
people live and work in the EU. The
free-fall in the value of sterling affects
them greatly, plunging some into
poverty as well as into fears over the
possible loss of health care and other
benefits.

Here are some of the responses
expressed across the Anglican
chaplaincies of Europe, as reported by
the Church Times. It is fair to say that
not one of them has been pleased with
the result.

The Assistant Chaplain of Aquitaine,
south-west France:

“The information trickling through was
enough to make one weep … my
thoughts were characterized by
disbelief, despair and deep, deep
sadness. One Englishman admitted to
voting leave because he “hates all
Muslims”. We have put this
momentous decision into the hands of
such people. “

In Austria the Chaplain of Christ
Church, Vienna said:

The British Are Going?
Thelma Mitchell reports on the reaction of Anglican Chaplaincies across Europe to the
result of the UK’s referendum on membership of the European Community. All the
chaplaincies referred to here fall within the Anglican Diocese of Europe whose website,
if you are interested to read more,  can be found at www.europe.anglican.org.
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“’Little England’ has won out over a
larger and more generous vision in
which England sees itself as a major
contributor to the health, wealth,
stability and peace of Europe … which
has encouraged the populist right.”

In Berlin the Chaplain said:

“To say that the Germans do not
understand and are upset is an
understatement. The British sense of
fair play, her culture of dependable,
rational and pragmatic thinking and not
least her democratic traditions are
greatly respected here … so much
greater was the shock and disbelief.”

Other comments include, for example,
from Brussels:

“The outcome was a massive shock.
Some of our congregation have
dedicated decades of their lives
participating in and contributing to the
European project.”

From the Costa del Sol:

“For most here it was the most
dreadful decision the UK has made …
'Project Fear' is not over - the fear is
only just starting.”

From Amsterdam the chaplain says:

“An unbelievable and unexpected
result for us but […] after the initial
shock and anger I'm very grateful that
my core identity is still in the Messiah,
in the Body of Christ which has no
national boundaries.”
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Meanwhile, the Bishop of Gibraltar in
Europe, Robert Ines, who is head of the
European Anglican community said,
“Prayer and action on behalf of some
vulnerable people in Europe are needed.
The EU is very important for the diocese,
allowing free movement as well as the
recruiting of clergy without work
permits. As many of my people worry
about their futures I hope that this will
be very much taken into account when
the UK government negotiates with the
EU for the future.”

The final word here goes to the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby: “Democracy is a privilege. And
we must accept the result of the
referendum without using it as an
excuse for prejudice and hate-filled acts
against our neighbours. We will stand
together against discrimination and
hatred that is absolutely crucial for the
future of the country and for re-building
it with a new vision of what it means to
be outward-looking, generous,
hospitable, powerful in doing good,
strong in resisting evil. Let us be
amongst those who stand up and speak

out. We must remain hospitable and
compassionate, builders of bridges,
not barriers … cherishing our
wonderfully diverse society …”

The view from Europe is not optimistic.
Did we sell our soul for a mess of
pottage? We will know as the Brexit
story unfolds over the next few years.
For many English speakers who live
and work in Europe, though, the future
under Brexit is not looking bright.

Thelma Mitchell

Thelma & Neville Mitchell are members
of St Nicolas’ Church, Kings Norton, but
also of All Saints Anglican Church in
Rome.
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Daniel (Dan) James Hanks was recently
killed at the age of 25 while riding his
motorbike on Pershore Road South. Five
hundred people attended his funeral,
many of them on motorbikes. Here are
some extracts from the sermon
preached on that occasion by Revd Larry
Wright at St Nicolas' Church on Friday
30th September 2016.

We are all born into one particular
family. As we grow and mature we
begin to associate with others who
become our friends, school mates,
colleagues and companions. As we
reach adulthood we choose pastimes
and pleasures which we can share with
others. For Daniel, it was motorbikes,
off-road vehicles and in fact anything
which gave the thrill of speed and
excitement.

Dan was born with a life-limiting
medical condition which took his father
and affects his brother. Some would
have responded to this condition with
anger, resentment and bitterness; not
Dan. He determined to live his life to the
full, to enjoy as much as possible and
give himself to others as much as
possible. He was an unassuming young
man who touched the lives of many and
your presence in such huge numbers is
a testimony to the affection and regard
with which he was held.

Churches are places which represent

another young man who was not
much older that Dan when he was
arrested by the police, beaten up,
abused, put through an illegal court
and convicted despite the lack of
evidence. His sentence was execution
by being nailed to a cross; he went by
the name of Jesus. Christians believe
he overcame death and showed the
world a better way of living, a way of
compassion, care and selflessness.
Dan may not have been a churchgoer
but he carried a lot of what Christians
try to live within him. He was kind and
caring, generous and loving; he made
himself available to help others yet all
the time knowing his medical

Bikers, Off Roadsters & God
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condition could take him any day.

Serious motor bikers and off roadsters
are often perceived as having
something of the “outlaw” about them,
yet those of you in the biking brother
and sisterhood know you have your
own heroes. Dan was one of them. We
pray for Dan's soul and mourn with his
family. We give thanks for his life and,

though he has been carried away by
the wings of destiny, we can imagine
him riding into the unknown along
clear pathways and beside still waters.
He has passed through the Valley of the
Shadow of Death and speeds on
towards that sunlit horizon which
awaits us all.

Revd Larry Wright

Life continues to be very very busy at the Foodbank. There has been a sustained peak in
demand since the beginning of August. Harvest giving from local churches and schools is
helping enormously  in our quest to keep up with that demand and we are using gifts of
money to buy food where there are shortfalls. The bean mountain has turned into a small
molehill and even the soup ocean is turning into a lake.  Our urgent needs are most items,
apart from tinned soup, dry pasta shapes and tinned rice pudding. Collection points are to
be found in the Co-ops at Cotteridge and Stirchley, at Cotteridge Church and at St Nicolas’,
at Sainsbury's in Longbridge and in various other banks and shops.

Foodbank News



16



17

During the late summer, various
special "remembrance" items have
come to lodge in St Nicolas' Church.
They have come from our local
British Legion Branch, based until
very recently at Bell's Farm. The
club building needed to be sold, so
we have become guardians of some
of their special items. Most are
carefully stored away ready for
November, but their Book of
Remembrance is now in situ in the
North Aisle by the War Memorials.

Also already on show are two
additional standards (flags) which
have been formally "laid up". They

belonged to the Women's Section
which has, very recently, been
disbanded nationally. We are
hosts to the local branch Women's
Section standard and also that of
the County. Locally, members of
the British Legion will be joining us
for annual Remembrance Day
Service. The British Legion, along
with other military support
charities, does fantastic work in
supporting military personnel and
their families, whilst in service and
also in civilian life following service.

Revd Larry Wright

The Royal British Legion
in Kings Norton
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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I'm not sure if someone is trying to tell
me something or if it is just a
coincidence. As NCIS fans will know,
Gibbs’ rule number 39 says “there's no
such thing as coincidence”. But I have
heard the same story on the radio
three times this week. It is a story
about the Dalai Lama retold by Jeremy
Paxman following an interview.

“At the end of the interview, he left
the room and I turned to the producer
and said ‘What an amazing guy!’ and
she looked at me in that funny way
and pointed and the door had opened
again and there was this little bald
head sticking round the door and it
was the Dalai Lama. And he said ‘I've
lost my treasures, I've lost my
treasures!’ and he came back into the
room and I said ‘Well, what do your
treasures look like?’ He said ‘They are
in a little purple canvas bag’; so I said
‘Well, I expect you left them under the
table where we were sitting’. So I
crawled under the table and there
indeed was the canvas bag I pulled it
out and gave it to him and he said
‘Thank you very much. I can't go
anywhere without my treasures.
Would you like one of them?’ So I
started through this ridiculous
performance of saying ‘Oh, no, no, no

I couldn't,’ and
he said ‘I insist,
I insist!’. He
pulled out his
hand in a
clenched fist, he turned it the right
way up. He opened the palm of his
hand and there was a toffee.”

Sometimes it is the simple things in
life that  give us the greatest pleasure.
The Dalai Lama recognises this by
calling a simple toffee a “treasure”. I
wonder what your treasures might be?

Treasure Lost & Found
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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Recently I was given someone else's
treasure, a treasure lovingly kept for
many years. At first, I didn't know what
it was. It took the form of a small,
simple cardboard box with the words
“exceeding great and precious
promises” on the front. Inside the box
are dozens of tiny scrolls of paper and
a pair of tweezers to remove them
with. Each scroll contains a verse or
sentence of scripture from the King
James Version of the Bible. It is called a
Promise Box. The idea is that you pick
a scroll each morning and learn it or
meditate on it throughout the day.
Here is a selection, chosen completely
at random:

“Even to your old age I am He, and to
hoar hairs will I carry you.” Isaiah 46:4

“I am the Lord that healeth thee.”
Exodus 15:26

“If two of you shall agree on earth……it
shall be done for them.” Matthew 18:19

I think that it is wonderful that this box
and its contents have meant so much
that they have been kept for all these

years. According to my research the
box is about one hundred years old,
dating back to the First World War. In
this digital age I wonder what the
treasures and curios of the future will
be?

Pauline Weaver

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 12th November 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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Hawkesley Celebrates 40 Years!
On Sunday 9th October 2016, Hawkesley Church and Primary Academy celebrated the
40th anniversary of its foundation with a joint service attended by members of all
three Kings Norton congregations, representatives of the school and many old
friends who have since moved away.  As the photos on pages 26-27  illustrate, it was
a vibrant and well-attended occasion, a joyful reunion for many and a high point in
Hawkesley’s continuing story.

During the service, several people who had been involved with the establishment of
Hawkesley Church and School spoke eloquently of the early days; but one voice was
missing. Peter Hudson who, with his family, had been one of the founder members,
had been invited to speak alongside Eugene Schellenberg. When he didn’t appear, it
was assumed that he had been delayed and events moved on. Shortly afterwards,
however, it became known that he had died that morning. We are grateful to his
family for allowing us to print what follows.

The Editor

Peter and Beryl spent all their lives in
Kings Norton, worshipped at St
Nicolas’ for a short while and then at
Kings Norton Methodist Church at
Cotteridge. They have 3 children.

Peter's work was always in sales: and
this was one of the reasons why he
developed such a skill in remembering
names and faces. Peter also worked as
an Auxiliary Fireman at Cotteridge
Station for many years, attending
many sites around Birmingham during
his years of service, including the
original Church of the Ascension in
Stirchley.

In early years at Cotteridge he was
involved in many parts of church life
including being a Steward and a

member of the very successful
Amateur Dramatic Society, The
Dramateurs. In latter years, he and
Beryl ran together the Tuesday coffee
morning at Hawkesley. They have
worshipped at and supported
Hawkesley Church for all of its 40
years since 1976.

Peter was taken ill late on Saturday
8th October and died peacefully in
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, with
his family beside him at 9.00 a.m. on
Sunday 9th.

The text on the opposite page is what
he would have said at the 40th

anniversary service that morning had
he been present.
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Good Morning! Where you are sitting
today was Green Belt land on the border
with Worcestershire, NEVER TO BE
DEVELOPED! But Birmingham had a severe
housing crisis. They decided to sweep
aside the Green Belt status and said, "In 4
years from 1975, we will build 2,300
homes for 9,000 residents, with a start in
1975 of 800 homes." The site will be
named Hawkesley after Hawkesley Hall.

As a result of this proposal, Members of St
Nicolas’ Church and Kings Norton
Methodist Church visited the site and,
after many meetings and discussions,
agreed to set up a joint Worship Centre,
which became an Ecumenical Project, one
of the first in the country. This would
consist of an Infant and Junior School for
some 900 pupils together with a multi-
purpose hall, a Pastoral Centre and a clergy
house. The Church of England financed the
schools, Birmingham gave the land and,
during 1975, the building was completed.

As members of Kings Norton Methodist
Church, Beryl and I and our 3 teenage
children were asked by the Rev. Gordon
Scott the Methodist Minister to come as a
family to Hawkesley and to be part of this
"experiment". We agreed, hoping to

encourage others to worship, and we
helped out in other ways too.

So began our 40 years’ involvement,
which continues today. The first
residents of the clergy house were The
Reverend Brian and Margaret Pearce and
their family. Brian was on site to greet
the early residents in his own inimitable
way! With so many dedicated people
there was soon a Sunday School,
Brownies, Guides and a Boys’ Brigade.
More groups as diverse as a Mother &
Toddler and an OAP Club followed. They
used the church premises and the church
flourished. Consequently the Pastoral
Centre was doubled in size.

There was always a close relationship
with the school. The official opening of
the school by Princess Anne took place
on 13th October 1976 and will be
celebrated next Thursday. You can see
the plaque she unveiled on the wall here.
So this is just a glimpse of the early years
of Hawkesley. Eugene will tell you
more…. Thank you!

Peter Hudson

9th October 2016



26 See more photos of this event online by visiting www.davidashphotography.org and following these links:



27Galleries > Kings Norton > Parish Life > Happy Birthday Hawkesley!
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft



29

MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 18.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Baptisms
September 2016

4th September Mason Roy Hawkins
4th September Zoe Margaret Evans
18th September Betty Rose Ratcliffe
18th September Thea-Belle Eaton
18th September Olivia Leigh Scott

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

Members of Hawkesley Church held
their 3rd annual Sponsored Three-Mile
Walk on 3rd September 2016 and, unlike
the first 2 years, the weather was “rain,
and plenty of it”.

Sitting outside St. Nicolas’ Place with a
friend, his dog and Janet, drinking coffee
in the rain, I was thinking that we would
most likely have to re-arrange the day of
the walk but the commitment of all
taking part was magnificent and most
turned up just before the 11.00 am start.

The walk took us from St. Nicolas’ Place
to Beaks Hill Road, through Kings Norton
Nature Reserve and past Merecroft Pool.
We crossed Wychall Lane and took the
path left past Wychall Reservoir to Popes
Lane before walking down Wychall Lane
to Kings Norton Park.

We crossed the park and Pershore Rd
South and walked through the

Recreation Ground before joining the
towpath of the canal and walked up to
Wharf Rd. We then walked the last bit
before taking ourselves home to dry off.

Thanks to David, Roy and Trixie,
Margaret and Clive, Erica, Janice and
Janet for taking part and for the
generosity of everybody who has
sponsored the church and raised
£389.61p.

Kevin Hurney

A Walk In The Rain
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Histories of Birmingham in World
War II generally make little reference
to the role of Kings Norton, but in fact
it contributed to the war effort in a
number of ways. It was also not far
from the home front in experiencing
the fears and pressures of wartime life.

For the first two years of the war, the
primary concern for local people was
the Luftwaffe's bombing of the city's
industrial heartland. Kings Norton
itself was still to a significant extent a
rural area, so on the face of it, there
wasn't much here for the Luftwaffe to
target.

But for two reasons, the area still had
to be on constant alert. First, we were
rather uncomfortably located between
the heavy munitions industry to the
east of the city centre and the vast
Austin plant at Longbridge which, as
war broke out, began to produce
aeroplane components, power units
and complete planes such as
Hurricanes, Stirling bombers and
latterly Lancasters. So, throughout the
period of heavy bombing, which
lasted from August 1940 for nearly
two years, there was always the risk
that misguided bomb aimers might
drop their deadly cargo on the parish.

For the brief period when bombers
were escorted by fighter planes,
there was also the risk their pilots
might decide to attack our area.

Second, Kings Norton was actually
home to several companies that were
contributing vital material to the war
effort. Triplex was working round
the clock to produce windscreens for
aeroplanes and military vehicles,
while the Kings Norton Metal
Company in the Rea valley was
producing aluminium for aircraft
fuselages. The Wychall Mill, also on
the Rea, continued to roll out metal
throughout the war, while GKN also
had a components factory in what is
now the Business Park.

Naturally enough, Kings Norton
people provided a significant
element of the manpower, and
increasingly the womanpower, that
kept these factories running, while

Kings Norton At War
November brings Remembrance Day. In this article
Michael Kennedy looks at wartime Kings Norton.
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many others worked at Longbridge.
Others went each day to the Cadbury
factory in Bournville, where a
significant part of the production
capacity was turned over to essential
food products such as dried milk and
powdered eggs.

Nevertheless, Kings Norton was
generally off the radar for the
Luftwaffe bombers. Throughout the
two year period, significant damage
was recorded on very few occasions,
all of which affected residential areas
rather than factories. Houses were
destroyed or significantly damaged in
Lindsworth Road during a night-time
raid in August 1940; in Wychall Lane
during a daytime raid in November of
that year; and, in an early morning
raid in July 1942, properties were
severely damaged in Grange Hill
Road, Beaks Hill Road and Rednal
Road.

So, like every other Birmingham
suburb, Kings Norton had to develop
its ability to react to the potential
dangers of bombing. Changes to

normal life were swift and extensive.
One of the first places to be affected
was the Primary School on Pershore
Road South, where the local Air Raid
Precautions activity quickly took
over more than half the buildings.
Initially, classes had to be condensed
into what remained, with some
teachers even holding classes at
home. Later in the war a range of
“temporary” buildings, popularly
known as the “huts”, were erected to
provide more classroom space.
(Some of them are still there!).

Measures to protect the community
against air raids involved the creation
of communal air raid shelters and the
celebrated family-sized Anderson
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shelters, normally located in the back
yard. Because most raids were at
night, local people have particularly
vivid memories of the wail of the
warning sirens and being bundled into
their Anderson in double quick time.
The door was supposed to be kept
tight shut as the raids proceeded, but
on occasions families couldn't resist
having a peep, particularly when a
German incendiary bomb illuminated
the whole area. In daytime, the
communal shelters had to be used:
there was one under the Primary
School which reportedly never
seemed particularly solid, and where
every single pupil had his or her
allocated space.

Charged with making sure that
everyone was suitably ensconced in
their shelters and that the required
blackout was being observed was a

team of air-raid wardens,
accompanied by memorably fierce
Alsatian dogs.

Even on days when the sky was
empty, apart from the barrage
balloon that loomed above
Greenacres Road, reminders that
there was a war in process were
frequent. There was a continuous
flow of large lorries ferrying
components to and from local
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factories. Military transport vehicles
were also a common sight and it was
a popular pastime for people, not just
children, to go up to the railway
station to watch the troop trains go by.
There was particular excitement
whenever a train passed through with
American soldiers on board, because
the GIs used to throw out packets of
American candy, chewing gum and,
on one glorious occasion, a baseball.

With food in short supply, many local
people spent time growing vegetables
and fruit for their families on
allotments located in local fields, in
the parks and even behind the shops
on The Green. Food was also in short
supply for the pigs that many people
kept, and children were sent out
regularly to forage for acorns.

Like every other community in both
World Wars, Kings Norton men went
off to the front. Those who made the
greatest sacrifice are remembered on
the panels inside the Lych Gate at St
Nicolas’ Church. A particularly
poignant example is of a local figure,
know among the children as “Uncle
Harold”, who joined the RAF. One
day, a warplane flew back and forth
over the village and people rushed
outside, convinced that it was their
hero paying them an aerial visit. They
soon scattered when they realised that
the plane was German! Unfortunately,
sometime later, Uncle Harold flew off
on duty and never returned.

It didn't take long for locals to come

eye-to eye with the enemy. German
prisoners of war became a common
sight working in local farms or
mending roads. To general
astonishment, they seemed quite
normal.

Kings Norton people, including
those upon whose childhood
memories this article is based, were
rarely fully aware of how the war
was proceeding. Newspapers and the
newsreels that were shown in the
Kings Norton Cinema were
propagandised to a significant
extent; there were no televisions and
few radios.

Generally, families were
significantly poorer, as wages in the
forces and in local factories were
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Marriages
September 2016

3rd September John Michael Hector & Hayley Paula Reeves
24th September Gregory James Horne & Sarah Amy Bromhall

lower than those that had been paid
before the war. But in general it seems
that, even though fathers, sons and
brothers were in the forces and away
from home for almost all the time,
those families were happy, rising
together to the challenges of an
unprecedented period.

When the bells of St Nicolas’ chimed
out on VE Day, 8th May 1945,

everyone knew it was all over. After
all, it was the first time that they had
been heard for more than five years!

Michael Kennedy

The author wishes to thank those
local people who kindly shared with
him their wartime recollections and
emotions.
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Concerning the information on p.33 of the
October 2016  issue of the Parish Magazine
about the removal of the weathervane…

The footnote states that the last known
occasion on which it was removed for repairs
was in 1931.   Not so.....I recall it being on
display, newly painted, near the stone font
and being told to “have a good look at it
before it goes up aloft, as you may never see
it at such close quarters again.”

When exactly this was I am not sure, possibly
in the late 50s or early 60s, and it may have
been a new replacement for a previous one,
or the existing one renovated.  At any event I
do not recall it being as big as those in
Michael Kennedy’s 2 photos. I would say it
was no larger than approximately a foot
square.   Every time I look up at it, I
remember that I have seen it close to!

The spire:   I frequently drive down
Primrose Hill, from where there is an
excellent view of the spire from a distance.
On these occasions I invariably notice that
there is a very slight list to the left and,
wondering whether this is a figment of my
imagination, I have asked several
passengers to look at this view and tell me
what they think.  Their view is usually the
same as mine.   I refrained from saying
anything about this in the church, knowing
it might worry everyone and that we have
the baptistry and Saint Nicolas’ Place’s roof
to worry about as a priority. It is fortunately
nowhere near as bad as Chesterfield’s, and
that’s still standing, so I don’t think there is
cause for any great concern!

Sabine Hofmann

Your Letters & Emails

I was interested to read (belatedly) the article about Frances Hopkins in the March 2016
Parish Magazine and her connection with the extramural classes of Birmingham
University.

I too remember the classes and my article on Victor Skipp recollects his similar classes for
the Extramural Department. They are surely sorely missed today. To their credit, the
university did recently have an exhibition of Phyllis Nicklin's “found” photography of
Birmingham in the 1960s but their equivalent of easily accessible classes of their kind are
certainly thin on the ground today.

There is in fact little record of the contribution made by these classes in their time available
to us today although the work of Victor Skipp's classes can still be read at the library or
online and serve as a reminder of the pioneering work in local history of such people lost
today. (The most authoritative book on the extramural department is that of John Aitken.)

Duncan Purslow

It is always our pleasure to publish correspondence which may be of interest to our readers.
This month, Sabine Hofmann and Duncan Purslow reflect on items which have appeared
in recent editions of this magazine.
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

WATER AID NEWS. Huge thanks to all who placed money and cheques in the
"well" that was in St Nicolas’ Church during September 2016. Including Gift Aid,
we have raised just over £500, which is 150% more than the original target of £200
for a village pump. We now have raised enough for TWO pumps and a well. With
technology suited to the area (resilient and locally repairable), the new pumps
and wells will provide clean water which means that almost every other aspect of
life will improve too. S.F.



39Back page: Visitors from the Anglican Diocese of Bolivia at St Nicolas’ Church on 4th October 2016.
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