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2 Cover photo : Easter egg font display, St Nicolas’ Church.

On Sunday 28th February, two choirboys,
Charlie Hughes and Jake Newsome
(above), were fully inducted into St
Nicolas’ Church Choir and received their
white surplices. Charlie and fellow
choirboys Ted (left) & Jacob Fox are
among those preparing for Confirmation
this year (see p.25). Ted & Charlie will be
baptised on Easter Day, 27th March.
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Sometime in the late 1960s, when I was still in
short trousers, there was a sitcom on ITV called
“Never Mind The Quality, Feel The Width”.  Its
main characters were two tailors, Manny Cohen,
a Jew, and Patrick Kelly, a Roman Catholic. Why
do I mention this? Not, you may be surprised to
learn, to make an ecumenical point. Not this
time. I just want to subvert the title.

This month, I invite you to overlook the
diminished width (or more properly, the
thickness) of the magazine and to focus on its
quality. In 36 short pages, we encounter the
startling wisdom of children, the unshakable
faith of a monarch, at least two historical
revelations and, appropriately for early Spring,
rumours of new beginnings in Confirmation, in
overseas mission and, of course, in the
appointment of our new Rector, about whom
more will undoubtedly be written in the year
ahead.

My thanks to the faithful few who can be relied
upon, month after month, to provide you with
interesting reading material; and a renewed
invitation to you, the parishioners of Kings
Norton, to fill these pages with your thoughts,
opinions, reminiscences and experiences. I’ve
said it before and I’ll say it again. This is your
magazine and we need your contributions. Put
down the smartphone, turn off the telly and
share your wisdom with us.

The Editor
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From The Revd Jayne Crooks

Colour Me In
I am very pleased to be able to write,
that, on the very last Sunday in
February, it was announced that a
new Rector has been appointed to
lead the parish into the next phase of
its history. The Revd Larry Wright
will, we hope, be inducted and
installed before the school summer
holidays begin, but at the time of
writing the date is not known. He is
currently the Rector of St George's
Church in Newtown and also Priest in
Charge of St Paul and St Silas in
Lozells. We look forward to
welcoming him and his wife Amanda
to the parish.

The month of April also sees us
welcoming The Bishop of
Birmingham, The Rt Revd David
Urquhart, to St Nicolas’, as he comes
to confirm Jacob & Ted Fox, Gary,
Tina & Sarah Haywood, Simon Hill,
Charlie Hughes, Julie Mee & David
Smith. I sat in on the group's
discussion recently and was
impressed by the level of
commitment and thought that
everyone displayed. The topic was
The Lord's Prayer. The group talked
about what heaven meant to them
and what it might look like and

where it was to be found; about the
many different names for God;
about how they could share
“bread” with other people and
with their community; about how
hard it was sometimes to say the
words, "Forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass
against us", knowing that they
harboured grudges or had just
fallen out with a friend or relative.
There was a real sense that the
members of the group were
supporting each other and enjoying
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the process.  Everyone left with
much to ponder. A huge thank you
must go to Pauline Weaver, our
Children's Development Worker, and
to Clare Manson, Immanuel's
Warden, who nurtured this group
(voluntarily), on their way to
Confirmation. We owe them both a
great debt of gratitude.

The Confirmation Service is on April
10th and I would urge you all to hold
the candidates in your prayers. Even
better would be to support them on
the day with your presence at the
service.

It seems very strange to be writing
this article before Holy Week and
Easter Day knowing that, by the time
most people read this magazine,
these events will have been and
gone. The minds of many will have
turned away from the events of that
first Easter to summer and holidays,
or possibly exams.

However, The Church will still be in
the season of Eastertide, which
continues for 50 days after Easter
Day. It will end with the Feast of
Pentecost on May 15th. In Godly Play
language we talk, wiwth children,
about Lent as the time to get ready
for Easter and because Easter is so
important, Lent is longer than its
counterpart, Advent, which is the
time to get ready for Christmas.

Because Easter is so big it goes on
for 50 days after Easter Day, giving
us time to reflect upon what is one
of the great mysteries of our faith,
the Resurrection of Christ. It has
been the subject of the Wednesday
Bible studies (both morning and
evening) aided by material from a
book written by Paula Gooder
entitled “This Risen Existence”.

At the risk of pre-empting
discussions in these groups (they
will continue to think about the
same topic all through Eastertide), I
would like to quote the Epilogue
from Paula's book:

“The Spirit of Easter is one that
stands at the very heart of our
Christian faith. Not only does it tell
us about Christ and what happened
to him almost 2,000 years ago but it
also tells us about us and who we are
as Christians. If we believe that Jesus
rose from the dead, this is not
merely a concept with which we can
agree or disagree but something
that deeply affects who we are. Not
long ago, at dinner, one of my
daughters asked a question that, in
my view, puts into words somewhat
beautifully the meaning of our
resurrection existence. In the midst
of the hurly burly of serving and
eating dinner, she suddenly said:
'How does Jesus make us real?' Then
as my husband and I reached for an
answer she continued, 'Does he draw
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us first and then colour us in?' This, to
me, is a wonderful description of the
resurrection life. First Jesus draws us,
both in the sense of drawing us to him
but also in the sense of re-creating and
re-figuring us anew into a Christ-like
existence; he then proceeds to colour
us in. Our continued life in Christ is the
way in which he colours us in. There
we become more and more Christ-like,
increasingly shaped by him until, in
our resurrection bodies, the whole of
our being is infused with the things of
the Spirit and Christ's resurrected life
becomes not just a part, but the
whole of who we are … and (we)
discover … that 'this risen existence'
is not just his but ours too.”

I do like the idea that Jesus is
“colouring me in”. If you've ever
watched a child absorbed in the act
of colouring in a picture, you will
know that it takes the whole of their
concentration. It is as if their whole

being is involved in the process.
Care is taken to keep within the
lines and colours are chosen with
great thought. If Jesus is
“colouring” my life in, then it is
conceivable that he does it with the
same care and attention to detail
and that as he colours me, I become
the sole focus of his attention. The
thought is both mind-blowing and
humbling. But I do believe that this
is the reality of the God whom we
serve in Jesus by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

You might like to spend some time
over the next month, thinking
about Jesus colouring you in. What
colours has he used? Perhaps the
colours have changed over the past
year. If so, why? What has
happened and how have these
events shaped you and your faith?

Revd Jayne Crooks

The Reverend Larry Wright
The Reverend Larry has been in ministry for over 20 years. He has served in
Australia, Cornwall, St Albans and returned to Birmingham,  the city of his birth,
to take up his present post in Newtown. He is married to Amanda who is a keen
amateur musician  and they are both delighted at the prospect of moving to
Kings Norton to help lead the parish into the next chapter of its life under God.

We look forward to introducing you to Larry and Amanda more fully in a future
edition.

The Editor
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A Parish Quiet Day

We are running a Parish Quiet day on Saturday 30th April from 10 am to 3.30 pm
in St Nicolas’ Place.  We shall be led through the day by experienced people who
will show us how best to use times of silence and will teach us techniques to manage
the time.  You will find it a great introduction to spending time in reflection.

Tea and coffee will be available but you will need to bring a packed lunch. The day
is free. All we ask is a donation towards the cost of providing tea and coffee.  There
will be more details next month, but please put the date in your diaries.

Revd Jayne Crooks

Saturday 30th April  10.00 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.

Celebrating the
Queen’s 90th

Birthday
In her 2014 Christmas broadcast
the Queen said, “For me, the life of
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,
whose birth we celebrate today, is
an inspiration and an anchor in my

life. A role model of reconciliation and forgiveness, he stretched out his hands
in love, acceptance and healing. Christ’s example has taught me to seek to
respect and value all people of whatever faith or none.”

The recently published book The Servant Queen and the King She Serves uses
the Queen’s own words to draw out the central role of her trust in Jesus Christ.
This book, published by Bible Society, HOPE and LICC, is designed to be a gift
from you and your church to people in your workplace and community.  Her
Majesty has written the foreword. It is not a profit-making, commercial
product but a gift to give. Each copy costs £1. To find out more, visit the
website of HOPE at:

bit.ly/1LkGJED
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Those who know a little about the
turbulent English Civil War (1642-
1651) probably know the names of its
key battles: Edgehill, Naseby and
Marston Moor. But even specialist
students of the period probably aren't
aware of one of the earliest
confrontations between the Royalists
and the Parliamentarians: The Battle
of Kings Norton!

It's located even more precisely in
one of the few historical sources that
mention the event as "The Battle of
Kings Norton Green". However,
detailed facts are extremely hard to
ascertain. It's rarely mentioned,
even in books specifically about the
war. That's partly because it was a
very minor struggle, probably more
appropriately described as a
“skirmish”, and partly because it had
no significant consequences (though
it cost the lives of some 100
Englishmen).

It's one of two events in which Kings
Norton featured in the Civil War, the
other being the visit of Charles I's

wife Queen Henrietta Maria, who, it
is thought, stayed at the Saracen's
Head, now Saint Nicolas’ Place, on
the night of 10 July 1643 as she was
leading troops from the North to
meet up with her husband in
Oxford, as described in the August
2015 edition of this magazine.

Kings Norton's own place in
English military history was
secured on Monday 17 October
1642, several months earlier than
Henrietta Maria's visit. In fact, it
was one of the very earliest
confrontations between the
Roundheads and the Cavaliers,
with the war very much in its
infancy and many participants at all
levels still finding it hard to credit
that the people should have risen
up against their King to the point of
active warfare.

The war formally started on 22
August 1642, when Charles raised
the royal standard in Nottingham.
Our battle was in fact the second of
two apparently unconnected

Comes to Kings Norton

Civil War
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Civil War
events to take place in and around
Birmingham on 17 October. The first
took place as the King's main army
was marching south-west from
Nottingham. The march passed
through Birmingham which,
although much less significant a
town than it was to become, was
nevertheless of some importance.
The town, then of about 5,000
people, had declared against the
King. As the hostile royal troops
passed through, apparently they
committed several acts of looting,
but the locals responded in a
determined fashion: the King's
baggage train was pillaged, and the
stolen goods taken to Warwick
Castle, then a Parliamentarian
stronghold.

The Battle of Kings Norton took
place later that day, but did not

involve Charles or his main body of
troops. In fact, it was the result of a
chance encounter, which neither
side had planned. A Royalist force
under the command of one of
English history's most romantic
figures, Prince Rupert (left), had
been garrisoned in Stourbridge,
and was marching to join up with
Charles. In one account, he and his
men were “at ease” on Kings
Norton Green. At the same time, a
Parliamentarian army under the
command of Lord Willoughby of
Parham, opposing the King despite
his noble birth, was marching from
the North, probably Lincolnshire,
to join the main Parliamentary
army under the command of the
Earl of Essex, at Worcester.
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Willoughby surprised Rupert at
Kings Norton and fighting
immediately broke out. Rupert had
nine troops of horse and about 300
infantry, while Willoughby had a
total of 800 cavalry and foot soldiers.
The resulting battle, won by the
Roundhead army, was, according to
a report to Parliament, "very fierce
and cruel", the Royalists
withdrawing after seeing between
50 and 80 of their men killed, with
twenty taken prisoner. The
Roundheads kept possession of the
battlefield and lost approximately
twenty men.

No definitive records exist that
establish the precise location of the
battle; indeed it's not even
completely certain that it did

actually take place in Kings Norton.
However, there's another element
that adds to the drama. There were
suggestions that the defeated
Royalists buried their dead in a
common grave in a nearby
churchyard, the churchyard of St
Nicolas. Ghost hunters still claim
that there are Cavalier spirits in the
vicinity!

By the end of the day, both armies
were on their way back down
south, destined, without knowing it
at that stage, to take part in the first
pitched battle of the Civil War, at
Edgehill, near Gaydon, only six days
later on 23 October.

Both commanders had fascinating
careers to come. Aged only 23 at
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Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 9th Apr 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain

the time of the Kings Norton
incident, Prince Rupert, King
Charles' nephew, had already built a
formidable military reputation. He
led armies in a number of the major
European conflicts of the 17th
Century, became a senior British
naval commander in the 1660s and
became the first Governor of the
powerful and pioneering Hudson's
Bay trading company. His colourful
career also included a range of
scientific and artistic achievements.

As stated, Willoughby had initially
declared for Parliament. His record
in battle was significant in the early
part of the war, so that in January
1643 he was made commander-in-
chief of Lincolnshire. By 1644,
however, he had become
disillusioned with the Roundhead
commanders and withdrew from
military life for politics, so effectively
so that he was elected Speaker of the
House of Lords in 1647. By definition
then having become a Royalist, he
was actually imprisoned by the
victorious Parliamentarians later
that year. It all turned out well,
however. When the monarchy was
restored in 1660, he was appointed
Governor of Britain's colonies in the
Caribbean.

Incidentally, the King's men tried to
march through Birmingham again a
few months later, on Easter Monday
(3 April) 1643. They probably still
had in mind the humiliation of the

townspeople's raid on the King's
baggage train and planned some
mischief. But as their force of
nearly 2,000 cavalry and
footsoldiers, led by Rupert,
approached along the road from
Stratford, they were fiercely
rebuffed by a much smaller group
of 300 townspeople and soldiers
from the Roundhead garrison in
Lichfield. That little confrontation
also has a familiar name that rarely
appears in the history books: the
Battle of Camp Hill!

Michael Kennedy
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Advertising
Parish Magazine

If you or your business would like to advertise on these pages, please email the
Editor for details or contact him via the Parish Office (see page 3).  The advertising
rates shown below have been fixed until March 2017.

Period Type Size Price
12 months Black & white Full page £240

Black & white Half page £139
Black & white Quarter page £85
Colour Full page £284

1 month Black & white Full page £21 per issue
Black & white Half page £13 per issue
Black & white Quarter page £9 per issue
Colour Full page £27 per issue

A Message For Our Advertisers
The individuals and businesses who advertise in these pages are
important partners in maintaining the quality of the Parish Magazine.
Advertising pays about 25% of our production costs and has enabled us to
keep the price of the magazine at £1 for several years, despite inflation.

If you advertise with us, thank you!

If you would like to advertise with us, please contact the Editor. Prices are
very reasonable.

And if you’re looking for your advert this month and can’t find it, it may be
that you overlooked the payment deadline of 11th March for the year
ahead. If so, you can always ask the Editor for a copy invoice if you have
lost the original and your advert can appear in the May 2016 edition if the
bill is paid by 8th April.



13



14

Foodbank News
The B30 Foodbank is expanding its
operation by becoming an outlet for the fuel
bank supported by the Trussell Trust and
sponsored by nPower. This is aimed
specifically at those clients who have pre-
payment meters.

Whilst there are some misgivings about such
meters, which usually have higher tariffs
than those available to direct debit or bill-
paying customers, this is a way to give crisis
support to our clients, and  to buy time to
direct them towards longer-term ways of
reducing fuel bills. The energy company
nPower has put aside a designated sum of
money, a little over £2 million, and argues
that it cannot just use the money to reduce
pre-payment tariffs overall. So, although it
isn't the best long-term way of reducing fuel
payments for our clients, nor of supporting
those who don’t have pre-payment meters,
it is a very useful and helpful way to give
crisis support.

Each client who arrives at the Foodbank
with a correctly-completed red voucher
provided by a referrer is deemed to be
eligible for a food parcel. If they have a pre-
payment meter, they are therefore legible
for the fuel voucher too. This will be sent in
coded form so that it cannot be sold on. It
can be redeemed at the PayPoint, which is
the place where clients would ordinarily top
up their gas or electricity cards and keys.

In winter, which is deemed to last from
November to March for this project, the
voucher is for £49, which will buy between
one and two weeks’ worth of fuel depending

on levels of usage and property size. In
summer (April - October) the voucher is
worth £30.

To give an example of tariff inequality, £49
would buy about eight days’ worth of
electricity for an all-electric two-
bedroomed flat with a family of five, in
which typical energy costs would come to
roughly £200 per month. For a four-
bedroomed, detached property with
fewer occupants, the combined fuel bills
are £25 less. Addressing this inequality
needs to be one of the Trussell Trust's
long-term goals.

Sylvia Fox
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Baptisms
February 2016

7th Feb Reuben Tyler Dove
 Eevie-Rose Landsborough
 Scarlett Rose Jean Lock
14th Feb Kim Marie Bushell
21st Feb Niamh Rebecca Rosabelle Dodd
 Isla-Rose Lucy Anne Sawtell
 Eva Snow Elizabeth Chadwick

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

Remember - A Poem
A poem for Holy Week and Easter submitted by Khembi Maynard

Remember his eyes, how weary and sunken they were from the burden of seeing
our sins.

Remember his side and back, soaked with blood from the weight of every lash.

Remember his hands, dark and rotten with the stain and mark of pain.

Remember his body and chest, breathing heavily
on approach of death.

Remember his mouth, dry with hunger and wet
with wine.

Remember his agonizing gaze to heaven as the
Father welcomed his spirit and closed his
failing life.

Remember “Father, why hast thou forsaken me?”

“Father, they know not what they do.”

Remember the sacrifice.
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Minimum Price Six Pence April, 1966

The Parish Magazine published 50 years ago this month in April 1966 was also a
thin affair. Eight pages of advertising, six pages of rotas, lists and notices, the
minutes of the PCC, a report on a meeting of the St Nicolas’ Discussion Group, a
children’s page and the Vicar’s letter. In one sense, not much to get your teeth into.
In another, an edition filled with fascinating, small details giving insight into life
in Kings Norton in the month when Labour had just swept to power under Harold
Wilson with a 96 seat majority and when, for the first time in 400 years, a Pope
and an Archbishop of Canterbury met officially in the Vatican and spoke of “a
bridge of respect, of esteem and of charity” being rebuilt between the two churches.

King’s Norton Parish Magazine

PASS IT ON! Perhaps your neighbours are not yet readers of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine. If not, please pass your copy on to them; it is a fully comprehensive
monthly report of parochial news and activities.

Are you new to Kings Norton? Please introduce yourself to the clergy.

Radio and Television. Radio rentals from 2/-. Over 35 years’ experience. Buy your
next from Neville H. Barton, 13a Redditch Road, Telephone KIN 1010. I do not
advise anyone to join a television insurance scheme. Any make of television and
radio repaired. Cheaper repairs to all pensioners.

YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR ADVERTISERS IS EARNESTLY REQUESTED.

ARE YOU LONELY? Join one of our clubs. Women’s Fellowship : first Monday at
2.30 p.m. Women’s Evening Fellowship : first Thursday at 8.00 p.m. Seniors’ Club:
every Wednesday afternoon. A welcome awaits you.

COLIN. High-class gents’ hairdresser has opened a Saloon at 15 The Green, Kings
Norton (rear of Green Café).

Harvey (Kings Norton) Ltd. “The Small Store With The Wide Selection”. Your
attention is invited to our Corsetry Houses [sic]. Fitting rooms are available.
Continuous accounts welcomed.
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Overseas Committee invites you to join “THOSE WHO SAY YES”. A group Bible
Study in six weekly sessions on Christian obedience.

Our Girls’ Friendly Society Branch is joining with other Branches in the dioceses of
Birmingham and Worcester … to present a Pageant of the Church’s Year in Dance,
Drama, Mime, Song and Choral Speech. Tickets are 3s. each.

Thanks to our own Amateur Dramatic Society. What wonderful shows they put on and
what pleasure they give us. We just ask for more!

Wanted by the Church of England Children’s Society, a full-time Assistant
Organising Secretary for the Dioceses of Birmingham, Coventry and Worcester. This
is a job of real service and deeply interesting. The salary for a young man is £575 plus
a car and expenses. ANYONE INTERESTED? More information from the Vicar.

In the Committee reports, the PCC was informed that the fence around the almshouses
was to be repaired at a cost of £8 to be borne by the Trustees; the Parish Office was to
be redecorated at a cost of £4 10s. 0d.; that Receipts for January and February were
£2,531 and Payments £1,527.

The Chairman of the Entertainments Committee reported that the attendance at the
Shrove Tuesday Party had been most disappointing, yet in spite of this a profit of
about 2s. would have been made. Over recent years there had been a fall-off at the
social events and it was asked, “What do people want?”. Some discussion on this took
place and the committee were asked to consider a “Vicar’s At Home”, making each
PCC member responsible for the disposal of tickets, giving each function some
particular object.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service (Morning Worship) for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Thursday 11 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee as you wish.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses. Do ask.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer. With Messy

Church for all ages every 2nd Saturday (Market Day).

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Braided Easter Egg Bread
Combine 1 cup flour, sugar, yeast and salt
in a large mixing bowl. Pour in milk and
softened butter. Beat for 2 minutes on
medium speed with an electric mixer.

Stir in 2 eggs and 1/2 cup flour. Beat 2
minutes on high speed. Stir in fruit, nuts
and anise seed; mix well.

Stir in enough remaining flour to form a
soft dough (you do not need to add it all).
Turn dough out onto a lightly floured
work surface. Knead until dough is
smooth and elastic, about 6-8 minutes.

Place in a bowl greased with olive oil; turn once so that dough is lightly coated
in oil. Cover with a damp cloth and let rise in a warm place, free from draft, until
doubled in bulk, about 1 hour.

The remaining eggs (uncooked, in shell) may be coloured with food colouring,
if desired, before using, then sprayed with oil after dry.

Punch dough down. Divide in half; roll each piece into a 24 inch rope. Loosely
twist ropes together; place on a
greased baking sheet and form into a
circle. Pinch rope ends together.
Gently split ropes and tuck eggs into
openings. Cover and let rise until
doubled, about 30 minutes.

Bake at 180ºC / 350°F / Gas Mark 4
for 30-35 minutes or until golden
brown. Remove from pan. Brush top
of bread with melted butter. Cool on a
wire rack.

3 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 cup sugar
1 pack active dry yeast
1 tsp. salt
2/3 cup warm milk
2 tbsp. butter, softened
7 eggs
1/2 cup mixed candied fruit,

chopped (optional) or raisins
1/4 cup blanched almonds, chopped

(optional)
1/2 tsp. aniseed (optional)
Olive oil

The Recipe Page
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Building Work in St Nicolas’ Church

Many of you will have seen
the scaffolding in St Nicolas’,
which arrived at the
beginning of March. We
have a problem with the
junction between the the
roof and the wall in the
Baptistry, above the stone
font. Work is under way to
determine the extent of the
problem, which is believed
to involve either woodworm,
dry rot or both. At the same
time, we will be looking for
ways to fund the repairs.
This magazine, the church
newsletter and the parish
website will provide further
information when we have it.

The Wardens

Marriages
February 2016

20th Feb James Robert Tattrie & Jennifer Ann Dibble
 Tony Howarth & Angela Bennett
27th Feb David Brian Gray & Lisa Doreen Walsh
 John Martin McDermott & Rachel Colette Smith
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Starting a Journey Lee
NorfolkIn our February edition, we introduced you to Lee

Norfolk, our new Mission Partner, who is about to set
out for Santa Cruz, Bolivia, where he will be serving the
local church for two years under the auspices of the Church Mission Society and
Youth With A Mission.

Lee will be commissioned for his new work by the Bishop of Hull, the Right
Reverend Alison White, at Holy Trinity Church, Hull (HU1 2JJ) on 3rd May at 7.30
pm. You would be most welome to join the congregation on this occasion if you are
in the area. And if you’re not, consider praying for Lee and his work.

He will be working as part of a team with young people living on the streets of
Santa Cruz. His costs are expected to be in the region of £10,000 per year and he is
seeking to raise this amount through donations and the regular giving of
supporters. If you would like to help, you can donate online at :

www.cms-uk.org/norfolk

or write to CMS at:

CMS
Watlington Road
Oxford
OX4 6BZ

SANTA CRUZ DE LA SIERRA

Santa Cruz (the name means Holy Cross in Spanish) is the capital of eastern Bolivia.
Situated on the Pirai River, it is home to over 70% of the population of the
department or region of Santa Cruz and is one of the fastest-growing cities in the
world.

The city was founded in 1561 by the Spanish explorer Ñuflo de Chavez. For much of
its history, it was a small outpost town. It was not until after World War 2 and
profound land reforms that the city began to grow at its present rate.

It is now Bolivia’s most populous and produces 35% of Bolivia’s gross domestic
product. It is the most important business centre in Bolivia and the preferred
destination of migrants from all over the country.
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This month, Bishop David Urquhart
will be visiting Kings Norton for our
Confirmation service. Clare Dean
from Immanuel church has been
leading the preparation sessions
with me and we have been using a
course written by our friend, the
Reverend John White.  John takes as
his inspiration for the course the
theme of bread and uses it to
explore the service of Holy
Communion.

The group has found itself doing
various activities along the way. One
of them commented “I didn't know
confirmation classes would be like
this!” as he sat on the floor eating
pizza. Because preparing for
confirmation is not just about Bible
study and prayer, it is about
fellowship. It is about exploring
things together, sharing in a journey
in the same way that the disciples
journeyed with Jesus to the cross.
We too have shared some difficult
times together, seen glimmers of
clarity and hope and stood alongside
each other in uncertainty and
prayer. Often it has been our
youngest candidates who have been
most able to put some of these

feelings into
words. They
have shown us
the way when
we have been
unclear.

Perhaps the greatest challenge is a
challenge to all of us. It comes at the
end of our service, after prayer and
praise and Communion, when we
are sent out to share the Good
News, sharing in Jesus’ Great
Commission, “Go, and make
disciples of all nations!”. Just like the
disciples we don't have all the
answers or completely understand.
We don't feel ready and we still have
our worries and our doubts. Yet we,
like the disciples, are sent out to
make disciples of others.

Paula Gooder, in her book “This
Risen Existence”, which we have
been following in our Lent Open
Bible sessions, explains: “Jesus still
calls us to be to others as he was to
the earliest disciples. We don't have
to be ready but we do have to do it.
It isn't as daunting as it may seem.
Jesus made disciples simply by calling
them and then by being with them.

Sharing a Journey
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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The earliest disciples lived alongside
Jesus, asked questions, got things
wrong, asked more questions,
watched him, got things wrong
again, asked questions again. All this
as they carried on their daily lives, ate
together and travelled together. The
making of disciples culminates in
baptising and teaching what Jesus
has taught but it begins in our
everyday life; in our relationships our
meals together, the common
ordinariness of life. It is here that
discipleship begins and here that
Jesus commands us to draw others to
him just as he commanded the
earliest disciples. In doing so we will
discover that we are not just making

disciples of others but that we are
transforming our own discipleship
into something deeper and more
Christ-like than it was before.”

I hope that you will be able to join us
for the Confirmation service on
Sunday 10th April and to stand
alongside our candidates as they are
confirmed. To remember (or look
forward to) our own Confirmation
and the journey we took to get
there and the journeys we have
been on since and to offer them our
fellowship and support as they
begin the next stage of their journey.

Pauline Weaver
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KINGS NORTON HISTORY SOCIETY. On Monday 25 April the Society has booked
a speaker from the National Trust property Croome, which is of particular
interest as the park was “Capability” Brown's first commission. The tercentenary
of his birth is celebrated this year. The NT Guide Book describes the park “as one
of the grandest English landscapes”. Croome was a secret wartime airbase and
RAF Defford Museum is housed in the visitor centre. The Society meets from
7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. in the North Hall of St Nicolas’ Place.  There is a fee of £3
for visitors, who are  always welcome at the Society's meetings.

Claire Simpson, Chairman.

Kings Norton History Society

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.

A Date for Your Diary
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM), the parish’s
equivalent of an A.G.M., will take place on the evening of
Monday 25th April in St Nicolas’ Church. Please come!
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Funerals
February 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

2nd Feb Carl Peter Bacon 61 Cr.RH
2nd Feb Gordon Henn 79 SN.Cr.RD
8th Feb Kathleen Hilda McDonald 93 In.CY
9th Feb Sarah Louise Massingham 35 In.CY
11th Feb Sidney Cruxton 88 SN.Bu.CY
12th Feb David John Greenwood 67 In.CY
16th Feb Stephen George Jones 68 SN.Bu.CY
17th Feb Sally Christine Reader 51 SN.Cr.LH
19th Feb Michael John O’Hara 88 SN.Bu.KN
23rd Feb Farquhar Gracie 83 SN.Bu.BE
26th Feb Barry Thomas Lynock  In.CY
26th Feb Christine Sylvia Harman 72 Cr.LH
29th Feb Frances Elizabeth Hopkins 92 Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WP : Westall Park,
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Tuesday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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One of my first memories of St.
Nicolas’, Kings Norton, is of a
November Craft Fair. Wandering
round the packed-tight stalls, apart
from buying a rather nice hand-
crafted wooden clock which I still
love, I remember that sense of
connection to the past.

For hundreds of years, St. Nicolas’
was the focal point of the
community, for worship and for
shared, more secular, activities. It
was probably a lot more down-to-
earth in medieval times, smelly
animals being shooed out,
everyone watching their purses,
while just outside hawkers would
be trying to sell cure-alls and phony
relics while tumblers and jugglers
performed amidst the stalls of food.
These would encroach almost right
to the door, creating crowds, noise
and pungent odours; a bit like the
Farmers’ Market!

Wonderfully, it still is a place of
both worship and all kinds of
communal activity. It may be
cleaner and more organised but the
principle is the same, a sacred
space open to the community.
Choir and hand bell practice, Open

Church, Candlelit Church, Knit &
Natter, refreshments after a
service, celebrations of welcomes
and farewells. St. Nicolas’ Church
is a space for us all.

So, a sunny afternoon in mid-
March found fifteen of us using
the space and playing board
games around the church! It was a
social afternoon to raise some
money towards the roof at St.
Nicolas’ Place. Such fun! Such
competitive drive revealed! Such a
great social occasion! We got to
know each other even better, a
splendid afternoon tea was
served, the children loved having
willing grown-ups on hand to play
Ker-Plunk (well, who doesn’t love
Ker-Plunk?) We did all learn one
lesson, though. Never play
Scrabble with Molly if you want to
keep your self-respect! She routed
us all!

A huge thank you to everyone who
supported us, for donations from
those unable to attend. As well as
having a great afternoon we did
raise £75 towards the roof appeal.
Game over until the next time!

Thelma Mitchell

Sacred Space, Communal Space



31

The Kings Norton Metal Company used
to stand on the site now occupied by
Kings Norton Business Centre and was
built in 1889, the same year that The
Mint, Birmingham, was formed.
Producing copper and brass strip, it
soon became an integral part of war
work in the First World War years
making cartridges and, at its peak in
those four years, employed over 2,000
people.

During the early years of the 20th
century, in the reign of King George V,
the Royal Mint ran out of capacity to
strike enough general coinage. Bronze
blanks for pennies were produced by
the Kings Norton Mint as part of this
contracting out and, in 1918 and 1919,
some five million British pennies were
coined there for the Royal Mint. These
can still be identified by the letters KN
to the left of the date. Birmingham Mint
produced more coins at other times,
but this was Kings Norton's one claim to
national fame in the world of money.

The firm itself experienced many take-
overs: first by Explosive Trades Ltd, then
Nobel Industries Ltd  in partnership with
Kynochs of Witton.

ICI (Imperial Chemical Industries) were
the next owner and all the work moved

to Witton in 1930, just when the
recession was biting hard all over the
country. A brief revival of the works
for the war effort during the Second
World War did not give it lasting life
and the building vanished in the
changes made to the site in the 1980's.

One small part of the Kings Norton
Metal Company lives on. Their war
memorials are in St Nicolas’ Church.
The parish memorials are in the
window recess at the top of the north
aisle, with resin copies in the Lych
Gate, whilst those from KNMC are
underneath the previous windows.
They are a lasting memory of the
many thousands of local people who
worked there over the years.

Sylvia Fox

Some details taken from “King’s
Norton – A History” by George
Demidowicz and Stephen Price.

Money,
Weapons &
War Memorials
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Please note that, while the parish is without a Rector, authority is in the hands of the
Churchwardens, Anne and Phil, and of the Area Dean, the Revd Melusi Sibanda. Our

honorary assistant clergy, working part-time, are:

Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Clare Dean 0121 459 6185

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Julie Winterbourne     01 244 7171       julie18881@gmail.com
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 29.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

SMALL ADS ? Thought is
being given to introducing a
“small ads” section into the
magazine for people who
want to advertise in one or
more editions and who
would prefer their advert to
look like this (simple, brief
text), rather than going to the
trouble and expense of

creating a graphic advert like
the one above. Prices would
be lower than those
displayed on page 12 and
would be charged by the
word. Advertisers would be
invited to send their text to
the Editor in any format (e.g.
handwritten, dictated over
the phone), making small ads

accessible to those without
computers or internet
access. Payment would be
via the Parish Office in cash
or by cheque. If this is a
facility you would use
and/or  you think the idea
is worth pursuing, please
email the Editor to say so.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X7 and printed by
Harlequin Print Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454  Fax: 0121 458 3089 Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk


