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2 Front cover: Notre Dame de Paris, before the fire of 15th April 2019. See p.3.

This year’s  Annual
Parochial Church Meeting
was held on Palm Sunday
(14th April) after the
morning service at St
Nicolas’. It celebrated a
year of growth, change
and renewal in Kings
Norton.
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I write this as the world awakes to images of the
burned-out shell of Notre Dame. Already, the
response has been extraordinary. Open grief and
fervent prayer in the streets of Paris. Hundreds of
millions of euros donated overnight. This tragedy has
touched something deep and mysterious within us. It
is time to reflect. Why do so many feel so strongly
about this cathedral?

In his attempt to make sense of the reaction, Giles
Fraser, journalist and priest of St Mary, Newington in
south London, has written in this morning's Guardian
that 'these great buildings are loved and valued
because they seek to give expression to some powerful
need we have to set our temporary, human life in a
wider, grander, more permanent perspective.' Three
of the churches he has served in, he continues, were
destroyed by fire, including St Paul's Cathedral. 'All
came back stronger than they were before. Because
[…] a church that has given up on death and
resurrection isn't a church worthy of the name. […]
Notre Dame will continue to stand as a witness to the
Christian belief that even death cannot extinguish the
irrepressible energy of God's loving presence.'

That belief is tangible here too, and not just in our
own much-loved and fragile buildings (p.7). The
'irrepressible energy of God's loving presence' finds
expression inside and outside our three churches
(p.24), in the stories of those whose lives connect
them to Kings Norton (p.50), in the attention offered
to the young (p.16), the hungry (p.8) and the
marginalised (pp.14 & 20), in those working together
to build a more hopeful future (p.40). At Easter, writes
Giles Fraser, 'hope impossibly returns'.

The Editor
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From the Rector
A Perfect Church? No Chance!
At this time of the year, Church of
England parishes throughout the
country hold their annual meetings.
These meetings are where the
‘business’ of the last year is reviewed
and, hopefully, celebrated. For those
unfamiliar with how churches are
governed, the annual meeting and
report provide an insight to the
activities, finances, staffing and the
condition of buildings and grounds of
parishes. You may know that Kings
Norton Team Parish has three
churches (Hawkesley, Immanuel and
St Nicolas') each with its own distinct
identity and history of service and
worship. Between us, we seek to care
for the 28,000+ people resident within
our boundaries.

As a church, we are accountable to
the central church authorities for the
good management and care of our
resources, our regular members, our
staff and those who come seeking
help, week in, week out. The Church
of England, like many other public
bodies, requires the highest standards
when it comes to matters such as
safeguarding, financial accountability
and the care of staff and buildings.
Like all administration, there is a lot of

form filling and report writing
involved and some of this can be
tedious and burdensome. However,
as a faith-based organisation, we
have a moral duty to aspire to high
standards of conduct and behaviour
in all we do. This is not just a matter
of legality, protecting our reputation
or promoting our virtue.  At the root
of our understanding of how we are
as Church is our acknowledgment
that being part of a church is no
antidote to our human frailty and
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imperfections, while we are also
seeking to serve a God of Justice,
knowing we are bound to fall short
because of our human weaknesses.

For some years, confidence and trust
in public institutions have been
eroded by scandals, the misuse of
power and
widespread avarice.
The Christian
churches have also
been affected by such
scandals. We have
had to acknowledge
and accept that our
serious shortcomings
can no longer be
regarded as the result
of allowing disturbed
or damaged
individuals to bring
the church into disrepute. Rather,
there has been a failure, at the level of
leadership and governance, to
address systemic abuses of power.
This has been most publicly apparent
in the exposure of historic child abuse
cases.

However, the Church of England
continues to be criticised for its
treatment of women, for its ingrained
racism and for the investment of its
vast, centrally-held, financial
resources. It is also currently
struggling with how, as an institution,
we should regard those who are

LGBTQ+. Alongside these challenges,
the Church of England is trying to
address how it maintains its
membership and public profile in a
nation which is increasingly secular,
multi-faith and multicultural and
where the demands upon its local
churches and their leaders are ever

more complex.

Churches have been
the subject of
accusations of
hypocrisy and
double standards
since the early days
of its formation in
the Middle East. An
old tale is told of an
angry person
shouting at
churchgoers as they

entered their church one Sunday
morning, 'Your church if full of
hypocrites!';  to which one of the
church stewards replied, 'Not quite
full. Come and join us! There is room
for one more.'

What should be different about
churches is our honesty about our
weaknesses and our willingness to
acknowledge that we could always
do better; in other words we are not
a temple of ‘saints’ but a school for
sinners. Christians must live with a
tension in their personal and
community lives which challenges us

‘What should be
different about
churches is our
honesty about our
weaknesses and our
willingness to
acknowledge that we
could always do
better.’
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to consider regularly how we
measure up to the high standards
expected as people of faith living in a
society where religious beliefs are
widely ignored or dismissed.

Many around us seem content to
shape their lives and behaviour
according to broadly humanitarian
values: being ‘good’, caring for loved
ones, offering help to the distressed,
being honest and truthful wherever
possible and hoping to cause no
deliberate harm to others. These are
fine sentiments. However, they can
quickly break down when definitions
are questioned. What is meant by
‘good’? Who are our loved ones
exactly? Is there a limit to helping
those in need? What defines
deliberate harm to others? What is
Truth? These are the deeper
questions with which faith and
philosophy wrestle.

Churches, governments, public
institutions, businesses and so on are
all made up of imperfect people

trying to work with other imperfect
people to attain the measure of
success expected of them. When we
criticise, blame or ridicule them, a
reaction which is often well deserved,
we might consider the fact that, at
some time in all our lives, we have
been part of such organisations or
have had the opportunity to
influence them.

Life will always be easier if we stay at
home as much as possible, take little
or no part in our communities,
contribute little to how society is
organised, respond to news with
simplistic, knee-jerk, good or bad
responses and hold all in authority in
general contempt or suspicion.
However, such a narrow view of
citizenship will do little to advance
society and will deprive us of
opportunities to make a difference
rather than just to fill a space.

Revd Larry Wright
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Grr! Scaffolding!
What do you see when you look at
scaffolding? Something ugly? Or
perhaps as a giant climbing frame? Do
you see it as a positive sign of care for the
building or as something that is a
nuisance and gets in the way?  I see it as
a positive sign, a challenge and as
something that takes up huge amounts of
my time.

You may have noticed an outbreak of
scaffolding around and inside St Nicolas'
over the past few months.  It looks a bit
like somebody has been given a giant
Meccano set and doesn’t know what do
to with it.

The scaffold (which hopefully, by the
time you read this, will be complete) is
there to protect the roof over the baptistry
area from the further effects of the
weather.  A poor roof design from earlier
work on the building has caused damage
to one of the original roof beams.
Because the original beams are hidden
behind Victorian wooden cladding the
damage couldn’t be seen until rain started
to come in.  Once the cladding was taken
down, the damage to the beam could be
seen. The beam was rotting and falling
out of position, putting the structure of
the roof at risk.  We are planning to repair
it but unfortunately, unless one of us
wins the lottery (and makes a very large
donation), it is going to take time.

We must raise the money, make funding
bids, plan the repairs with the architect
and structural engineer and get the

necessary permissions in place.  Having
a Grade 1 listed church makes every step
complex and the process can become
very frustrating, especially when it
doesn’t look as though any progress is
being made.

There are two interior scaffolds, one to
support the damaged beam and one to
support the weight of the exterior
scaffold (this is the one that is most in the
way at the bottom of the entrance steps).
Unfortunately, until we get the temporary
roof in place, we will have water running
down the walls on the inside!

As the scaffolding is going to be in place
for some time, we have to do what we
can to make it safe and to try and lessen
the negative visual impact that it has.
This is where you can help.  We are
working with local artist Aimee Bourne
to change the appearance of the
scaffolding.  Outside we want to create a
montage of pictures of St Nicolas'
Church, the more unusual the better! As
you are out and about in Kings Norton, if
you can see the church, could you take a
picture of it and send it to us?  You can
email pictures to the parish office at
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk.

On the inside, Aimee is working on an
unusual textile project to transform the
scaffold. Watch our newsletter for more
details of how you will be able to get
involved.

Pauline Weaver
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Dexter & The Foodbank
Dexter liked to wander. On
one of his Wanders, he went
past his favourite church, St
Nicolas' on The Green. To
his surprise and delight, he
saw one of his favourite
people, Sylvia, standing in
front of the gate. She was
sorting some bags out as
Dexter wandered up to her.

'Hello Sylvia!' he said
happily. 'What are you doing
with all these bags?' Sylvia
smiled and said 'hello' and
hi-fived Dexter. 'These bags
are all for the Foodbank and I'm just trying to work out how to fit them all
in my car,' she explained.

'Whats the Foodbank?' Dexter asked 'Is it a place where you keep food
safe?' 'Not exactly," answered Sylvia. 'The Foodbank is a place where
people can go who need help with getting food. Sometimes people have
trouble or tough times and they need some help. So the Foodbank is
there to be helpful.'

'That sounds nice,' Dexter said. 'I like to be helpful too. Shall I help you
with the bags?'

Sylvia and Dexter loaded up the car. Sylvia was pleased at how fast it
went with Dexter helping. She asked, 'Would you like to come along and
see where I take all the food?'

Dexter was happy! A Brand New Wander!

They pulled up in front of a window with a sign saying 'B30 Foodbank'
above it. Sylvia unlocked the door and showed Dexter the inside. It was

Photos: Dexter explores the Foodbank.
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full of boxes and packages and bunches and cans: all things to eat and
drink. Dexter had never seen so much food in one place before. It was
piled almost right up to the ceiling!

Sylvia explained how everything was sorted and placed where it could be
found quickly and that it was also arranged by date. This was so that,
when a helper needed to find something, they knew right where it was.

They unloaded the car and started sorting the food into the proper places.
Sylvia was happy because Dexter could reach up to all the high places
she couldn't reach!

Dexter asked where all the food came from. Sylvia explained 'People
bring it into churches like St Nicolas', or to other places where there is a
Foodbank collection. And then someone brings it here to the main
warehouse. Then it goes out again to people who need it. All this food,
even though it looks like a lot, would be gone within a few days if people
didn't give so generously every week. There are a lot of people needing
help.'

Dexter made up his mind right then and there to be one of the helpers. He
would remember to put a few extra things in his shopping each week to
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give to the collection. Dexter was
glad there was a place like the
Foodbank for people to go to; but he
also wished that it didn't have to be
that way. It made him sad that it was
so hard for people sometimes.
Sylvia said she understood and
wished the same thing.

Finally, they finished and Sylvia
dropped Dexter off at home. 'Thank
you for all your help!' Sylvia said.'It
was a pleasure!' said Dexter. 'I'm
glad I am tall and could reach the
high shelves!' They both laughed
and then waved goodbye to each
other. Dexter went in and thought
about things for a long time. He
thought that this had been a very
different kind of Wander.

Readers may like to know that our local Foodbank distributes between 2 and 3 tonnes of donated food per week.
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Foodbank News
Forward planning is looked upon as
something commendable. It is
something we have to balance
alongside 'living by faith'. But most of
us have an active choice in how we
manage that balance.

Many of you will be aware that we
currently have a pasta mountain at the
foodbank warehouse and are finding
various ways of decreasing it to
sensible proportions. We need to
juggle the requirement to have
sufficient stocks for our customers with
not filling too much warehouse space
with one product. One apparently
simple solution was to give our
customers an extra bag of pasta.

For those of us blessed with a stable
income and settled homes, this would
seem eminently sensible, and
something that could be stored away in
a tin or container for later. We soon
realised, though, that many of our
customers have got so used to having
to live a day at a time that they cannot
cope with longer-term planning, and
they did not want the extra packages.
Their home circumstances may not be
settled enough to have anywhere to
keep food for more than a couple of
days at a time. If life is contained in a
couple of bags, there is no space for
extras.

This is a very different version of living
by faith as it has not been chosen: it is
forced upon people by a multiplicity of
circumstances, usually beginning with
an insufficient income.

Whilst we mostly cannot do anything
about it directly, we can continue to
support them at the point of food crisis
and through the lobbying that The
Trussell Trust does on behalf of all
those in this situation.

There is much else we can do too. We
can pray for all the customers who
come to the B30 Foodbank and all the
volunteers who run it as well as for our
sister foodbanks across the country.
We can contribute towards the work of
the support worker based at the
Foodbank. We can counter
misunderstandings about who uses
foodbanks. Almost all of us are one or
two pay, pension or benefit payments
away from needing them ourselves.
And we can continue to give, as we are
able, in food or in finance.

Thank you for your continued support
of all the work which the Foodbank
does.

Sylvia Fox



12

This Spring has been a bit quirky with very
early daffodils and then much cooler
conditions holding many plants back. But
looking on the bright side, there has been
very little snow and hardly any frost.

Has it been one of those winters when
Dahlias in the open ground have come
through unscathed? Only time will tell.
Oh, and while you are checking, it really is
time to tackle weeds before they get too
big and established.  Dead-head daffodils
but do not cut back the leaves yet as that
stops the plants from wasting energy on
making seeds.  The leaves will have a
chance to send down nutrients to the
bulbs ready for next year's display.

Plant of the Month

Salvia "Hot Lips"  (right) is a plant which
has crashed on to the gardening scene
with a whoop and a holler and is difficult
to miss. This new introduction has 2.5 cm
flowers in a startling  red and silvery white
bicolour.

Hot Lips flowers all summer long. The
name is often followed by the letters fhp,
a very good sign as it means fully hardy
perennial and it would take a very nasty
frost indeed to slaughter this airy
individual.

The Salvia or Sage family is a very varied
one and from the culinary herb Sage, at
the heart of the Italian dish Saltimbocca
(so good that it 'jumps into the mouth')
through the annual Clary via the exotic
Hummingbird Pineapple Sage to the
garden perennials including this month's
gem. Incidentally, there are two others,
Cherry Lips and Amethyst Lips, both with
clear colours characteristic of the Salvia
family.

These and many other wonderful
perennials are appearing in the garden
centres now, well-grown  plants in a 15
cm pot at a fiver upwards. You will see
collections of perennials being supplied

Seasonal tips from a green-fingered reader

Getting Ready
for Summer
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via the internet at about one pound per
plant. A word of caution. These will be
plug plants and they will arrive in
perfectly good condition  but must be
planted up in good compost in 10cm pots
to be grown on and then planted out in
late summer. Planting out plug plants
directly in to the flower bed is a risky
business!

This Basil is not Fawlty!

Good news for vegetable lovers. The
incomparable Basil, formerly classed as "a
tender plant" and really only suitable for
growing in a greenhouse, has been
carefully selected to produce an outdoor
" British Basil". The seed can be sown
directly in to the open soil or into a large
pot with some good compost. (The
illustration shows a Basil plant with some
flowers. Remove these as soon as you can
and  more leaves will be produced with no
trace of bitterness.

You could try planting alongside the
outdoor tomato Losetto. It is said by the
suppliers that    'it can be left to its own

devices'. Wow!  My kind of plant! Both of
these are worth a try. There is no
experience to match that of strolling past
an Italian garden  where the peppery
aroma of freshly-picked Basil wafts across
as it foretells the tomato side-salad to
accompany a delicious pasta (never with
the pasta!).

With your Basil leaves you might even be
able to make your own pesto sauce to
accompany a pasta dish. Recipes abound,
often recommending the use of a mortar
and pestle in the preparation. Forget it! A
food processor is virtually essential.

This month's recommended website is
gardenfocused.co.uk.

Tip you can buy quality compost from the
nursery at Kings Heath Park at a
reasonable price.

Have a lovely summer relaxing in your
garden.

Best Wishes

Adam the Gardener

www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk



14

SWEET Survival!
If you look back at our January 2019
edition (the version on the parish
website, since you’ve given your
printed copy to a friend, haven’t
you?) you will be reminded that, at
the start of this year, Kings Norton’s
unique Social Work Experience
Education and Training Project
(SWEET), based in Ardath Road, was
facing closure because of funding
cuts.

In that edition, we wrote that SWEET
‘has provided vital community
services for both vulnerable adults

and families in crisis for the last 8
years. The organisation is not only a
vital resource for service delivery but
a unique and robust learning and
training organisation for trainee
social workers.

Over the last 8 years, the organisation
has trained over 1,000 students, who
have become competent and
confident newly-qualified social
workers, gaining employment across
the country. Many have found
employment in the Midlands,
providing a steady stream into
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Birmingham adult and children’s
services. Some have travelled as far as
Cornwall, Durham, and to many
Boroughs of London.

Because of significant funding cuts,
this valuable resource is heading for
financial crisis and is under threat of
closure.’

Then, in last month’s issue, we were
able to remind our readers of two
recent and radical changes of

direction in local government policy:
the thwarting of Birmingham City
Council’s attempt to close the
Fairway Day Centre and the
reopening of Druid’s Heath Library.
Both are located in this parish.

Well, this month, we have yet more
good news to report! We have just
received the following statement
from the directors of the SWEET
Project.

We would like to take this opportunity to say a huge 'thank you' to all who believed
in our project and who helped to raise awareness of what the impact would be on the
local community and on student placements if our project were to close. Last year
was an extremely difficult year for all concerned as we were facing closure in early
2019. All staff showed complete dedication by carrying on regardless, not knowing
what the future would hold. Students who were with us towards the end of last year
also supported the project to an extremely high standard by delivering a robust and
competent service to our local community. Without the dedication of our supporters
and university partners our project would have closed in early January. Our situation
has significantly changed and we are now very much back in business. We are
looking forward to strengthening our current partnerships and to forging new ones.

From all of our staff team and from both directors Jayne Hulbert and Jayne
Cresswell we would like to say 'thank you' for your belief and confidence in this
amazing project . We are now looking forward to entering our 9th year.

THE LARGEST INDEPENDENT
SOCIAL WORK STUDENT UNIT IN

THE COUNTRY IS BACK IN BUSINESS

The SWEET Project wish to employ a Bid Writer to support them in
their efforts to raise funds. If you know of someone who would be
interested in the post please contact them direct on 0121 458 2270

or visit sweetproject.co.uk.
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Listening to the Young

Recently, I have been formally
appointed as an RAF Air Cadet
Chaplain to local Squadron 493
(Kings Heath and Moseley).
Chaplains in the military, including
in the cadet forces, are known as
Padre, irrespective of gender.  It is
an unusual title that carries with it
both respect and affection.

493 is a very diverse squadron
which makes me even more proud
to carry the title of
Padre as it is used by
Christians, Muslims,
Hindus, those of
faith and those of
none and those who
aren't sure yet.

Each month, I spend
an hour with the
cadets, who range
in age from 13 -20.
We discuss all sorts of topics, things
that matter to them.  They aren't
lightweight issues. They are often
things not discussed at home or
school and they want to listen and
to be heard.  It is a time when what
actually happens is that they teach
me.  They let me into their world to

share their
worries
and fears,
their
thoughts
and
opinions,
feelings, hopes & fears.  This year
alone we have looked at aspirations,
loneliness and knife crime.

Our own youth group, GPS, is very
similar.  It is a very
small but loyal
group. They never
miss a session and
they too just want to
talk and be heard on
any subject from the
existence of God to
the latest episode of
Star Trek.  So we do
just that! We talk
about the big stuff

and the small stuff.  Recently, I was
asked what the point of GPS was.
GPS is about getting to know young
people and what matters to them.
We don't try to 'teach' them. It's
about exploring with them and
learning together along the way.

‘[It’s] about getting to
know young people and
what matters to them.
We don't try to 'teach'
them. It's about
exploring with them and
learning together along
the way.’
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Because we want to be in contact
with a greater number of young
people, we are expanding our youth
provision.  The current GPS will
become GPS Plus and will be for
those over 16 who want to carry on
talking and discussing what matters
to them, over fish and chips or pizza.
In addition, we will relaunch GPS on
1st May for 11-16 year olds meeting
in St Nicolas' Church on the first
Wednesday of the month from 5.30
pm.  If you know anyone who might
be interested, send them along.

Also starting on 1st May is our new
Lego Club.  It will be held in St

Nicolas' Church from 3.30 - 4.30 pm
every Wednesday and is aimed at
5-11 year olds, their parents and
carers; but, obviously, we welcome
those who are older too as well as
younger siblings.  There will be Lego,
Duplo and Mega blocks to build with
and we will share stories from the
Lego Bible.  There will be drinks and
snacks available. Children are
always hungry after school!

Conversation, food and stories.
Hmm, now where have I come
across that combination before?

Pauline Weaver

Photo: Pauline with Warwickshire and Birmingham Wing Chaplain, The Revd Neil Bayliss.
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Adventures at the
Back of Church

There is a lot of old-fashioned language
used in church services which, as a
regular churchgoer, you just accept.
But, as a parent, you have to explain a
lot of it on the odd occasion when your
child takes an interest. The Lord's
Prayer, for instance, brings up many
questions which even cause committed,
practising Christians to stop and think.

'Our Father'. My kids didn't know what
a father was until I explained that Darth
Vader uses it to explain to Luke in Star
Wars that he's his dad. As in: 'Luke, I am
your father'.

'Who art in heaven'. Art is a subject in
school where you use paints, right?

'Hallowed be thy name'. OK,  so he's so
holy that even his name is holy, or
'hallowed'. One responded with
'Mummy, is he Halloween?' and the
other with, 'But Mummy, what is holy?'
Erm… something holy is very, very
special. So special that it shines with
Godliness. OK? By this time Child No.2 is
dressing up as a god-zombie complete
with Thor's hammer.

'Thy kingdom come'. I explain (and
check internally) 'thee' is 'you', 'thy' is
'your', 'thine' is 'yours', right? 'But,'
comes the reply 'does it mean his
kingdom is coming? Where will it stay?'

'Thy will be done'. Someone's will is
what they desire or wish for. By simply

The difference between church
with & without kids

Part 8

Gemma Harris continues her series on the joys and
the challenges of bringing small children to church.
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willing something God can bring it into
being. Just like he made the universe
out of nothing. 'Wow,' says child, full of
awe.

'On earth as it is in heaven'. Child No.1
asks, 'Where is heaven? Is it in church?'
Child No.2 says 'I don't believe in
heaven. It is nonsense! I don't want to
be with God.' Well, I hope God isn't
listening today!

'Give us this day our daily bread'. This
isn't just bread. We're asking for help
with the little and important daily
necessities without which we can't
imagine life continuing. Like Lego.

'Forgive us our trespasses'. Another
word for this is 'sins'. Both mean doing
wrong things. I look over and catch both
of them in the act of sinning against
each other and decide they're doing a
practical interpretation of the Lords
Prayer. Bless them.

'As we forgive those who trespass
against us'. It's very hard to forgive, but
it's something we must practise. Like,
you forgive your brother when he says
'sorry', don't you? Aggrieved child, mid-

strop says 'I'll never say sorry ever
again!'

'Lead us not into temptation'.
Temptation is a big word for all the
naughty things you think you want or
need but which actually don't do you
any good. 'Like when you eat chocolate
out of our sweetie tin in secret and
pretend you haven't, mummy?' Caught.
Red-handed.

'But deliver us from evil'. This means
'Keep us safe, no matter what.'

'For thine is the kingdom the power and
the glory, Amen'.

'Mummy, I think that is my most
favourite prayer of all.'

Gemma Harris

'Give us this day our daily
bread'. This isn't just bread.
We're asking for help with

the little and important daily
necessities without which

we can't imagine life
continuing. Like Lego.’
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There is an old lie, which is
often thrown at them in jest,
that vicars only work one day a
week. Like all lies, it deserves
to be exposed for the myth
that it is. This month, we are

pleased to bring you the third of a series of articles in which the
clergy of Kings Norton come clean about exactly what it is they
get up to when the rest of us are about our daily business. We
think you’ll be surprised. This month, it’s the Reverend
Catherine Matlock, our Pioneer Curate.

Rev

Being a Pioneer Curate means that I
am training for ordained ministry
within the Church of England. After
finishing theological college in June,
I was ordained Deacon and am now
learning the nuts and bolts of Parish
ministry within Kings Norton. The
pioneering aspect of my role
involves connecting with
communities who don't come to
church.

As a Deacon, I assist with Holy
Communion services and preach
regularly at our three churches, St
Nicolas', Immanuel and Hawkesley.
I also help to lead Services of the
Word and evening gatherings.
Parish ministry encompasses
officiating at funerals and being
part of the team at baptisms. Once
I am priested this coming June, I will
officiate at weddings and have the

privilege of presiding at the
Eucharist. I regularly attend team
meetings and the PCC (Parochial
Church Council) and facilitate
quarterly breakfast gatherings for
local church leaders to cultivate
ecumenical (inter-church)
relationships across Kings Norton.

Curates continue theological and
practical study through monthly
training sessions at the Diocesan
offices, as well as committing to
spiritual and intellectual
development through personal
prayer, reading, reflective
assessment and retreats.

And now to pioneering. As my
curacy progresses, I will increasingly
be found in Druid's Heath,
connecting with inhabitants of this
'forgotten' estate.
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Lack of public investment, removal
of local services and an impending
regeneration project have
intensified a sense of powerlessness
and a lack of hope among many
residents. However, I discovered a
wonderful hub of hospitality,
acceptance and positivity at Kath's
Café, Idmiston Croft, and was
welcomed into its diverse
community from day one.

Since pioneer ministry is centred on
listening deeply to local people's
dreams and challenges, enabling
them to discover their human and
spiritual potential, you'll find me
hanging out at the café at least
twice a week, sometimes washing
up and often digging into a
wonderful cooked breakfast. It's a
dangerous place to offer ministry!

Some local residents and I now get
together every Wednesday morning
to pray. I'd love to see more prayer
spaces in Druid's Heath. Today,
someone suggested that we pray
on the roof of a tower block!

The more time I spend at Kath's, the
more I'm getting to know regulars
and working with the wonderfully
community-spirited owner, Kath
Coogan, to offer events that bring
joy and hope to the estate. We've
held a Christmas carols evening and,
from 17th April, there will be four

weekly arts and crafts sessions
facilitated by BCAT (Birmingham
Centre for Arts Therapies), maybe
followed by some music workshops.
There's even talk of a community
choir.

Another Druid's Heath gathering
space where you'll find me is Pound
Road Pharmacy. It's another place
where local people receive loving
support from staff and each other.
There's potential for connecting
pharmacy and café staff and seeing
what mysterious creativity unfolds.

As well as being a member of the
Kings Norton Parish team, I attend
local and national estates ministry
groups and I network with others
who are leading pioneering
initiatives in Birmingham. My long-
term interest in psychology has
recently led me to facilitate a group
of ministers and academics who
hope to find ways to transform
shame within church and cultural
contexts. I have particular interests
in how residents of estates
experience shame and in the
relationship between shame,
conflict and reconciliation.

Sharing the leadership of this year's
Parish Lent course with the
Reverend Jayne Crooks has been a
great way of spending more time
with parishioners and of exploring
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how we become reconcilers in our local
communities. I will continue to connect
with Lambeth Palace, where the course
originates, in order to develop a
personal and communal understanding
of reconciliation practices and I would
love to tailor the course for the
residents of Druid's Heath.

And last, but certainly not least, there is
a new dimension to my weekly ministry:
Reggie the rescue dog! I hope that mine
won't be the only pioneering 'dog
collar' appearing regularly in the Druid's
Heath Estate!

Revd Catherine Matlock
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Baptisms
March 2019

3rd March Alfie John Michael Tew
 Laura Jennifer Rita Williams

“BAPTISM marks the beginning of a
journey with God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the first step in
response to God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common Worship

Photo: Pioneer Curate The Reverend Catherine Matlock (left) with café owner Kath
Coogan and friend Sue Birtles at Kath’s Café on Druid’s Heath.
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Carol Devic (R) and Marlene Collyer (L) from St Nicolas’ Church join Kath Coogan &
Catherine Matlock (not pictured) for fellowship and a fry-up at Kath’s Café.

Prayer & Share times with Druid’s Heath residents each Wednesday morning.

Goings On at Kath’s Café
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, clivehartwell48@sky.com

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382

An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nico-
las’ Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £10.00 per annum or £7.00 for those not
in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring
playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with
organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289



27

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role
in enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 0121 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities.
The local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket
Club, 247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meet-
ings, but should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.
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SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of 2017. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest
groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January 2017, it is already attracting a significant
audience. It gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the
opportunity to perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the
first floor of the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to
perform should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators
pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Robert Shaw, 0121 415 5226

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome
including beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House
in Cotteridge.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935
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We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) or annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice  www.birminghamhospice.org.uk
suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-
limiting illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell.  We organize
fundraising activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals.  We also aim
to raise awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  We meet locally at
7.00 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month so, if you might like to join us or can spare a
couple of hours occsaionally to help, please contact Sue (as above).

Kings Heath Horticultural Society bron.salway@blueyonder.co.uk

Kings Heath Horticultural Society is the local horticultural society for Kings Norton
residents. It usually meets at Manningford Hall on Bells Lane, B14 5TJ.  We have a wide range
of speakers on gardening-related topics. We also hold two informal shows, spring and
summer, where members display and then vote for their favourites.  We meet from March
to December, usually on the first Monday of the month at 7.00 pm for a 7.30 pm start.
Membership costs £6 annually plus £2 members' entrance fee per meeting, or £3 for visitors.
For more information please email Bron Salway.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about
health and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A
Health Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place
every Friday from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interest-
ed in joining the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.
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Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season,
it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill
Road car park at Kings Norton Park.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part
in trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne
Sports and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8.00 pm onwards. There is a
thriving programme of social activities.

Kings Norton Golf Club Brockhill Lane B48 7ED, www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, a putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events. Throughout spring and summer 2018 the club is running a
series of lessons for ladies who want to get in to golf. Participants do not need any special
golf gear, clubs and balls are provided. The cost is £25 for 5 lessons. More details on the
Home and Ladies’ pages of our website.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.
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Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook

Morris Dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Dancers and musicians,
beginners or advanced, men and women are welcomed by Black Adder. We meet most
Thursdays (except August) from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. in Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House
at 930 Bristol Rd South, Birmingham B29 6NB. If you want to come along, please email us
to check we're meeting that week.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and
our regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song, 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas’ or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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During the Week

We open Saint Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love.  All are welcome.

Wednesday  10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Open Church
Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Marriage and Christening (Baptism) enquiries in

Saint Nicolas’ Church
Saturday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Coffee and “Knit & Natter” in St Nicolas’ Church

.

Children’s Activities

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church.

Children are welcome at all services in all our churches. We offer All-Age worship and
special activities for children on certain Sundays.

Please see our weekly newsletter for details.

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs almost £1,000 a week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all financial
support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do ask for

details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Christening (Baptism) and Weddings

Saint Nicolas’ Church is open on Thursday evenings between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm for
enquiries about Christenings & weddings. This is an opportunity to make a booking to

talk about these services in more detail.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Wednesday 1 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2 pm-4 pm
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair Exercise &

Bingo
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 pm-10.00 pm:

AGM for all members
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 2 May
● Kings Norton Women's Fellowship, St Nicolas' Place, 2.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends’ Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 3 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice Skittles Evening, Stirchley

United Social Club, 41 Hazelwell Lane, B30 2PR, 8 pm. Booking essential, tickets
available at £3 pp from the Social Club on 0121 458 3383 or Sue Davies on 608 0646

Saturday 4 May
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am

Monday 6 May (May Day Holiday)
● Kings Heath Horticultural Society, Manningford Hall, Bells Lane, 7 pm for 7.30 pm:

John & Sue Weston 'The NGS in Staffordshire and the West Midlands, past and
present'

● Kings Norton Library closed for holiday, re-opening Wednesday 8 May

Tuesday 7 May
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)

Events Diary May 2019
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● U3A (University of the Third Age) Annual General Meeting, St Joseph's & St Helen's
Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 8 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with Olly &

Norma
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 9 May
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm: Steven

Harrison, 'British Industries Fair'
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 10 May
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 11 May
● Farmers' Market, The Green, 9 am-2 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton Charity Book sale St Nicolas' Place, 10 am-1 pm
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30

Monday 13 May
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice, Stirchley United Social Club, 41

Hazelwell Lane B30 2PR, 8.00 pm

Tuesday 14 May
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm

(for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (afternoon group), Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00-4.00 pm: Bob Booth, 'The History of Bournville'
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7 pm for 7.30 pm: Dave Watson

'Fisher House'

Wednesday 15 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
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● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Speaker tba
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 16 May
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 17 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's
● Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road, Pie & Platter evening, 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Informal dress, tickets (£8 for members) and £10 for non-members from Lorraine on
0121 459 0944

Saturday 18 May
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Children's Book Club, Kings Norton Library, 11.30-12.30 pm
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,

10.30 am

Monday 20 May
● Bournville Townswomen's Guild, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (evening group), Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

7.00 pm: Annette Christopher 'Fun with Clay'
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas Place, 7.00 pm: AGM, followed by Mary

Harding, 'Postcards of Birmingham'

Tuesday 21 May
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 22 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 2 pm: Bill Pile,

'Antwerp-a Postal History'
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2 pm-4 pm
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place: Outing to Bridgemere Garden Centre
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● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Thursday 23 May
● Councillors' Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 24 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 25 May
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30

Monday 27 May (Spring Bank Holiday)
● Kings Norton Library closed for holiday, re-opens Wednesday 29 May

Tuesday 28 May
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 29 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2 pm-4 pm
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair Exercise & Hoi
● Spoken Trend 'open mic' spoken word and poetry event, The Bull's Head, The Green:

performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 30 May
● Drop-in Spring Craft Session , Kings Norton Library, 10 am- 1pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 31 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Shapes & Adders Toddler Maths 9.45 - 10.45 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703 754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30 pm (enquiries@beeches-martialarts.co.uk)
Pilates 7.15 - 8.15 pm

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline Austin
07 773 782 463)
Yoga Really Works Pregnancy Class 6.30 - 7.30
pm

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 – 5.30 pm
(ages 5-10); 5.30 - 7.00 pm (ages 11-18) (Mel-
anie 07 766 724 834)
Yoga Really Works
Stretch & Relax with Ba-
by 11.00-12.00 noon

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance
School for children and
young people 10.00 am-
1.00 pm (Donna  07 788
528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 11th May

2019
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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THE BULL’S HEAD

Last month, we reported on the renovation under way at the Bull’s Head
pub on The Green.  This month, we can bring you photos of the recent
opening ceremony at which The Rector of Kings Norton, the Revd Larry
Wright, had the honour of pulling the inaugural pint. He is pictured below
with Paul Murphy, the Bull’s new manager.

Refurbished and Open for Business

Marriages
23rd March Emily Blunt & Shaun Moore

March 2019
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Breaking Down Walls

Up to thirty people joined in the parish’s six
week Reconciliation Course this Lent.
Meetings were held at Hawkesley Pastoral
Centre and St Nicolas' Church. The course
is part of a pilot project led by the
Reconciliation Team at Lambeth Palace,
the Archbishop of Canterbury's official
residence in London.

Our Kings Norton participants have been
wonderfully willing to engage with
challenging sessions addressing how we

break down the walls that divide us from
others, walls that we build based on
difference, assumptions, judgements and
past pain. We’ve learned more about how
to be curious, hospitable, forgiving and
reimagine a more hopeful future.

The groups are in the process of providing
feedback and some of their personal
perspectives will appear in future editions
of this magazine. In the meantime, here are
some photos.
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Breaking Down Walls Reconciliation in Action in New Zealand
One of the participants in the Kings Norton Reconciliation Course, Sabine
Hofmann, recently received this email from a contact in New Zealand who
was pondering some of the same issues that were discussed here during Lent.
It is reprinted here with permission.

(’Kiwi’ = New Zealander; ‘Aotearoa’ = the Maori name for New Zealand)

Just over a week now since the
slaughter of 50 Muslim Kiwis in
Christchurch. Whatever the motives
of the killer were, his views have
certainly backfired in a way almost
unbelievable. Our people have rallied
around the Muslim community in a
way that could not be perceived in
any other country in the world. The
love and passion for all our diverse
communities has been
overwhelming.

There have been huge rallies and
vigils in every town and city, arm in
arm, sharing songs and prayers and
confirming to the whole world that in
our darkest day, we have a strong
belief in the thought that, as our
Prime Minister said, "We are one." All
mosques have been open to every
Kiwi to share their grief & prayers,
and have been packed with ordinary
Kiwis of every colour, race and
religious affiliation. Thousands of
non-Muslim Kiwi women are wearing

the Muslim headscarf in support of
their friends and in defiance of the
right-wing extremists.

We have forthwith made semi-
automatic guns illegal in New
Zealand. There has been some
opposition from the gun lobby, but
the mood is so strong now that the
law will be passed with little dissent.
Already thousands of these killing
weapons have been handed in
voluntarily for destruction. The killers'
'manifesto' has been banned: any
hate messages on any social media
will be illegal and the writers subject
to criminal justice.

At a time of such tragedy, it is so
uplifting to see the whole nation
come together as one, which makes
one so proud to be called a Kiwi.
There is little need to talk about other
news now, we simply need to
embrace the mood of Aotearoa at
this time.
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No More Missed Editions!

Become a Subscriber To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out your first subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once
a month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine to
you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our three
churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in which
case the annual cost is £20. To renew an existing subscription, please do not use this form but
contact Alison Blumer either via the Parish Office or at subs@kingsnorton.org.uk.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE : NEW SUBSCRIBER
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to take out my first subscription to the Parish Magazine for 12 months
starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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A Question from the Editor
Regular readers will have noticed that, for
more than a year now, we have been letting
you know that the revenue from sales of the
magazine does not cover our printing costs
(see the bottom of page 14, for example). You
may also have noticed that editions are
getting bigger. Our April 2017 edition had 36
pages and our April 2018 edition ran to 56. In
April 2019, we printed 64.  A bigger magazine
is, of course, more expensive to produce.

The cover price has remained stable now for
many years. It has certainly not risen above £1
throughout the past 5 years; and yet it now
costs nearly £1.50 per copy to print. Income
from advertising helps and is welcome, but
remains modest. We print 430 copies per
month, some of which are given away for
pastoral reasons, and we rarely make a profit.

I’d therefore like to start a conversation with
you, our readers, to help the Ministry Team
come to a view about how the Magazine
should be funded in future. I suppose the
most obvious question is, ‘Do you think we
should raise the cover price?’ Would you
continue to buy the magazine if it went up to,
say, £1.50 or even £2, which would give us the
flexibility to expand even further if need be?
Should the Magazine be subsidised out of
regular church giving, as sometimes happens
now; should it be self-sustaining; or might it
even be priced to create an income for the
church in these straightened times?

I’d love to know what you think. If you have a
view, please write to me at the Parish Office
or email me at editor@kingsnorton. org.uk.

David Ash
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Christian Aid Week 2019
Christian Aid week falls between 12th and 18th May this year. Our main parish
fundraising event will be the Coffee Morning at Hawkesley Church on Saturday
18th May. If you cannot join us there, please donate to Christian Aid directly,
either online or using one of the other available methods. Their website can be
found at christianaid.org.uk.

Forthcoming Concerts
Eroica Camerata are back on Saturday 18th May at 7.30 pm with a programme
of Schubert and Mozart.

Asklepios Orchestra are bringing us a Summer Prom Concert on Sunday 16th
June at 7.30 pm.  Tickets on the door in both cases.
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Another example was slightly
outside our parish but, as part of
the Cadbury complex, would have
been familiar not only to
generations of Kings Norton
people who worked at Bournville,
but also to people passing the site
by train or on the canal. It was
called Waterside.

You can see the site if you're on
the train just after Bournville
station, going towards the city, or
having a stroll along the canal
towpath just after the station.
Over the canal to the right you'll
see a row of trees and a peaceful
development of relatively new
houses, with some residents lucky
enough to have gardens that look
out over the canal.

If you'd made the same journey

any time before 1976, however,
you'd have seen a completely
different scene. A substantial and
dominant complex of warehouses
and distribution areas, loading and
unloading points, stretching right
along that canal bank, with a
layout of railway lines and sidings
on which steam locomotives
happily chugged around
throughout the day pulling goods
vans and flatbed wagons. A
vibrant, noisy and hyperactive site
serving a company that was
achieving ever greater heights and
building a world-wide reputation
for excellence.

It's now literally impossible to
visualise that it ever existed, yet
for decades it was a vital element
of the Cadbury presence. Growing

I've always been fascinated by the way in which massive buildings,
which dominated the lives of local people for decades, have been so
comprehensively demolished that no trace exists. For example,
there was the giant Hurst Mill on the corner of Camp Lane and
Pershore Road South (now allotments), and the massive Workhouse
that occupied much of the south side of The Green in the 19th and
early 20th centuries. They must have seemed so permanent.

Down by the Waterside



47

in size progressively from the late
19th century, it was closed in 1976
and comprehensively demolished
shortly afterwards. Now the only
clues to its existence are three
pairs of what may currently be
called 'pinch points', jutting out
into the canal. These were actually
tiny piers where goods barges
moored and were unloaded.

Waterside came into being
because Cadbury had something
of a problem in its early days (it
began production in 1879). The
principal way of bringing raw
materials in and sending finished
products out was by the
Worcester-Birmingham canal.
Roads were poor and in any case,
the first freight lorries were not
developed in meaningful numbers
until around 1910. Though it was
perfectly placed just yards from
the factory, the canal was, of
course, cut off from the main site

by the railway line, owned then by
the Birmingham and South West
Railway Company.  So in the early
years, the only way of moving
goods to and from the canal was
literally by horse and cart, down a
steep slope to Bournville Lane and
under the railway bridge by the
station to the factory. It was
tortuous and inefficient. Waterside
had to come into existence initially
because goods had to be stored on
the far side of the canal while they
awaited the man and his cart.

Actually, as well as the tiny piers,
there is a much larger clue to
Waterside's existence. As you look
towards the city, right at the end
of the Cadbury site, there's a
robust but tattered bridge over
the canal, sadly neglected and
unused for more than 40 years.
That bridge was built in 1925 when
the company, which had already
created its own railway system to
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move goods within the factory
itself, decided to extend the
system across the canal to provide
an efficiency-boosting link with
the Waterside site.  It was over
this bridge that the little Cadbury
trains puffed to and fro in a
constant procession. At its zenith,
Waterside had quite a complex
system of railway lines and
sidings, part of a Cadbury railway
system that astonishingly ran to
nearly six miles in length.

Waterside flourished for the first
half of the 20th century and more,
an integral and essential element
of the Cadbury process. But as
successive governments
prioritised the country's road
infrastructure, and road freight
vehicles became ever more
versatile (and large!), the use of
canals and railways for freight
declined. By the 1960s and 70s
Cadbury's were also facing the

challenge of reduced demand and
increasing competition.

Eventually, motor transport won
out, inside the factory and for
freight generally. The whole
Cadbury rail system, and with it
the Waterside site, were closed in
May 1976. It lay derelict for a year
and more, and then was cleared
completely. The housing estate
has completely obliterated all
trace of it.

Take a look next time you pass by.
You'll find it hard to credit that it
was ever anything but a nice
residential area!

Michael Kennedy
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Does your prayer life need a bit of refreshing?  When speaking about
prayer, many will admit that developing a habit of regular prayer is very
hard.  Finding any time of day when you can be quiet in a busy household
is almost impossible and if you do find that odd half hour, you're so tired
that you probably fall asleep! But even if you do find time to pray, how do
you keep the experience refreshing and vibrant?

The Ministry Team here in Kings Norton have come up with a number of
ways to help people to pray and over the next few months. These will
appear in our churches.  The ideas aren't new, but we thought it might
help to crystallise a few.  So look out for bookmarks and prayer cards like
those shown on the right here and a simple Daily Office that you can use
at home.

I recently attended an Away Day, lead by Bishop John Pritchard, on the
subject of prayer and he gave me permission to publish some of his helpful
hints and teaching; so over the next few months a short series of articles
on prayer will also appear in this magazine. Here’s Number One for you to
try out over the next month.

Bishop John began by saying that there are four instincts that people have
that can very easily be turned into intentional prayers.  These are:

Thankfulness: when you find yourself being thankful for someone or
something, turn it into a prayer to God.

Wonder: when you find yourself amazed at something you see
or experience or encounter for the first time, turn it into
prayer.

Need: this is perhaps the time when we are most likely to turn
to God in prayer, but just remember that God knows what you
need before you yourself know. A long explanation isn’t
necessary.

Regret: those times when we know we’ve said or done
something that perhaps would have been wiser left unsaid or
undone.  Remember that God is a God of new beginnings, so
give him the regret and allow his forgiveness to wash over you.

More next month!

The Reverend Jayne Crooks

Enriching Prayer
A Parish Project
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We came to live in Kings Norton
when I was four, in the house on the
corner of Wychall Lane and Westhill
Road, opposite Kings Norton Park. It
was very different in those days. To
start with, the park was enclosed.
There were gates, which were only
open at certain times, though that
didn't stop us from getting in when
we wanted to! I remember the park
keepers, who occupied a number of
big huts at the bottom of Westhill
Road. In 1947, the coldest winter I
can remember, their pipes froze, so
they used to come to our house to
get water. They thanked us later by
cutting down one of the firs from the
park and giving it to our family as a
Christmas tree!

Alongside the huts there was a
changing room. The park had a
number of tennis courts, grass ones

on the Westhill Road side and hard
courts beyond them. There was also
a clock golf course. My father was a
keen tennis player, so he was over
there quite often. The
Congregational Church on the corner
of Watford Road and Woodfall
Avenue, on the far side of Cotteridge,
which my family attended for many
years and where my father was
captain of the Boys' Brigade, used to
organise tennis matches and the
players would all come to our house
for tea afterwards.

During the war, there were 'prefabs'
(prefabricated, temporary houses) all
the way up the Westhill Road side of
the park and, behind them, an area in
which potatoes were grown. Part of
the park had to be sacrificed for the
'Dig for Victory' campaign. Once my
brother was old enough, he used to

Jean Dewey was born in a house on Franklin Road, Kings Norton in the
mid-1930s. Her first four years of life were spent in London but, as the
Second World War began,  her family took the decision to move back to
the Midlands. They bought a house four doors up Westhill Road from the
home of the Curate of St Nicolas' Church, The Reverend Wilbert Awdry,
soon to become a family friend and the author of the much-loved
'Thomas The Tank Engine' stories. In fact, Jean remembers a thing or two
about how and why they were written. In an interview for this magazine,
she revisits some of her childhood memories of the 1940s, an era of trams
and steam trains, park keepers, air raid wardens and sledging in the dark.

A Kings Norton Childhood
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go over there and lift potatoes with
the adults. I can also remember a
large barrage balloon which was
tethered more or less opposite our
house. It was supposed to deter
German bombers, but there was one
memorable occasion on which it
didn't work.

My mother was standing in our
garden, chatting to the neighbour
over the fence, as you used to do,
when a lone Nazi plane flew very low
over the rooftops. My mother
realised what it was and rushed
indoors just as it dropped a bomb on
the houses behind ours. There was a
lot of damage. The doctor's surgery
which now stands on Wychall Lane,

not far from the park, was built
where those houses used to  stand.
We had house guests at the time: one
of the directors of my father's
company had moved his family up
from London to escape the Blitz and
we offered the four of them a room.
They weren't expecting to be
bombed all the way up here!

As children, of course, we were not
fully aware of the danger. After that
air raid, we used to go and collect bits
of shrapnel from the bomb site. It
was the same during the 'dog fights'
which I can remember taking place
over the park. We'd sit on the floor of
our lounge looking up at the planes
fighting in the sky and think 'What
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fun!' I remember the Germans
dropping a bomb on Cadbury's as
well. It hit the canal where it crosses
Bournville Lane and caused a flood.
My brother went up there on his bike
to see what had happened.  We were
all affected more than we knew, of
course. At school, all the children
wanted to draw was aeroplanes and
bombs. That was our life at the time.

The local schools were affected in
other ways, too. During the war,
Kings Norton Primary was turned
into an Air Raid Patrol headquarters
for the ARP Wardens and we were all
sent elsewhere. I was transferred to
Cotteridge School for half a day, but
they didn't have room for us. My
brother (see photo above) was sent
to Bournville Primary and I joined
him there for a short while until I was
about 10. The Kings Norton children
were spread all over the place.
Meanwhile, my father, though he
was a businessman, volunteered as
an ARP Warden. He didn't join the
Forces because he was a
conscientious objector. I can
remember him heading off to the
primary school in the evenings and at
weekends with his bedroll. It wasn't
up his street, really; but he did his bit.
I'm not sure exactly what his duties
involved, but he would certainly
have been responsible for enforcing
the blackout. I can remember that
we got into trouble for breaking the
rules at least once. It was my fault. I

was quite ill with scarlet fever for a
while. You're supposed to go to
hospital, but I couldn't, because of
the war, so I was isolated in my
bedroom for a while, where I would
have the lights on at night.

I don't know how he managed it, but
my father also managed to keep our
car running during the war. He must
have had a petrol allowance. Other
people were forced to use the trams
which, in those days, came out of
Birmingham as far as Cotteridge.
There were no buses. And if you
couldn't afford the fare (many
people couldn't if they were
unemployed) but still had to get into
Birmingham to work, you simply
walked or cycled. I used to cycle a lot
when I got older. You had to be
careful not to get your wheels stuck
in the tram lines.

It was while I was at Kings Norton
Primary, before it was closed, that I
met Christopher Awdry. His father,
The Revd Wilbert Awdry, had just
started work as the Curate at St
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Nicolas' Church after returning from
a teaching job at St George's School,
Jerusalem. Christopher's parents
asked me if I would walk their son to
school, so we used to accompany
each other across the park every day.
He was probably a year younger than
me. We used to go to each other's
houses for tea, too. Early in the 1940s,
I remember that Christopher got the
measles and was in bed for two or
three weeks, so I had to go to school
on my own. Anyway, it was during
this time that his dad would cycle up
to the railway station and write
stories about a steam locomotive
called Thomas to entertain
Christopher while he was ill. I believe
he wrote the first drafts on the back
of empty cigarette packets.

Kings Norton station was only a short
walk from our houses, of course.
When we got the chance, my friends
and I used to stand on the wooden
fencing at the edge of the platform to
watch the steam trains coming
through. There was always a lot going
on. I remember carrier pigeons being
brought in and out in baskets. There
used to be a big building where the
car park is now where all sorts of
animals came through. I think there
were buildings on the (now disused)
central platform and, on the far side,
there was a branch of W.H.Smith
which sold all sorts of things.

These days, there is a green metal

footbridge across the tracks. In the
1940s, you used to cross the railway
at the same point but on a path made
of wooden planks. Well, we did. I'm
not sure that we children should have
been on the crossing; but we used to
love playing on the tracks,
particularly putting halfpennies on
the rails for the passing trains to
squash. We used to get into terrible
trouble with the stationmaster, who
lived in the cottage which still stands
beside the footbridge. We knew him
as 'Cussing Kelly', for some reason.

Once the Americans joined the war,
there was even more excitement to
be had. We used to stand on the
platform and wait for the American
troop trains to come through; and
then we got sweets and chocolates
and all sorts of other things thrown at
us. The G.I.s even threw tins of
condensed milk from moving trains!
We thought that was wonderful.

When I was a little older, eleven or
twelve maybe, I used to walk home
from school via the station. There
was a train driver there whom I used
to speak to. He would let me get onto
the footplate as he drove the train
along the platform and I would get
off at the other end. I loved it, but I
got into an awful lot of trouble at
home when my parents found out!

Of course, many other things have
changed since those days. Wychall
Lane, an unadopted road at the time,
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came to an end by the golf course,
which was roughly where the Kings
Norton Bowling Club stands now, just
before you get to the Fairway. You
then had to cross a field to get to
Wychall Road if you were heading
towards Northfield. My friend and I
used to go sledging on the golf
course in the dark. Great fun!

Meanwhile, back on The Green, many
of the children were regular
customers at the sweet shop, which
occupied the building which is now
the Post Office. In fact, Kings Norton
Post Office has moved around a lot.
When I was a child, it was between
Kings Norton Primary School and the
Library, where Kings Norton Fencing
is now. I can also remember it being
in what is now the Natural Health
Centre, opposite the church, and I
believe it also used to occupy what
has since become the St Mary's
Hospice Charity Shop. That's four
different locations in my lifetime.

Then there was the famous Kings
Norton Cinema, which occupied the
site where Grosvenor Court now
stands. During the war, there used to
be a big, brick-built air raid shelter in
the middle of The Green. We had to
use it once. My mother and I were
watching a film at the cinema when
the air raid siren went off. A notice
appeared on the screen advising you
to leave (though you didn't have to)
and we decided to play safe.

It amuses me that the Co-op has
come back in the last couple of years.
It was there when I was a child. There
used to be a Co-op butcher's on the
Pershore Road side and the rest of
the shop was the grocer's where
everyone used to do their shopping.
The rooms above were used by a
church, I believe, and were also
available for community events. I'm
told they've been turned into flats
now.

At the end of the war, a huge street
party was held on the corner of
Meadow Hill Road and Wychall Lane,
beside the field which is now part of
the Nature Reserve but where there
were always cart horses in those days
(my friends and I used to chase
them). Because Wychall Lane didn't
really go anywhere, it was a quiet
road back then; so tables and chairs
were lined up in the street, laden with
food. Somebody built a big bonfire in
the road … and melted the tarmac!
There was a hole in the road for a
long time afterwards.

What is my happiest memory of living
here? Well, it wasn't secondary
school, for sure. I was sent to
Greenmore College on the Priory
Road in Edgbaston. My father said he
reckoned he'd never wasted so much
money on me in his life. I don't think
all the teachers were fully trained.
Anyway, I left school as soon as I
could, at fifteen, and got a job at
Kalamazoo in Northfield, where I
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worked until I married Stan in 1957. In
later life, though, I found myself
working back in Kings Norton: I was
the Physics Technician at St Thomas
Aquinas school on Wychall Lane for
over 13 years. It was a boys' grammar
school when I started and a
coeducational comprehensive school
when I left, which was just before my
husband retired from British Telecom
(his skills used to come in handy
when school physics equipment
needed to be repaired). I then went
on to do 20 years of voluntary work
at Selly Oak Hospital.

Kings Norton has always felt like
home to me. I'm struck by how many
people I know, or know of, who have

moved away from here and then
come back. I also find myself thinking
sometimes of all those people I've
known who have lived here, whom
I've known well and who are no
longer with us. But I'm still making
new friends. It's only in the past year
that I've joined St Nicolas' Church,
after more than 80 years of active
involvement with the United
Reformed Church in Cotteridge, and
I've been made to feel very welcome.
My new house stands in what used to
be the garden of St Nicolas' Rectory,
which seems quite appropriate
somehow.

(Jean was interviewed by David Ash on
21st February 2019)
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It was about 1906 or 1907 that a
local builder applied for a permit to
cut a road through the
'Broadmeadow' field and erect
houses. The meadow belonged to
Major Baldwin, a director of the
Kings Norton Paper Mill. The builder
had to be content with a small cul-
de-sac until the Broadmeadow
Corporation Estate came into being
during 1936 and the road was
extended.

Fortunately for me, there were quite
a number of children about my own
age who moved into the new
Baldwin Road houses. We had this
quiet cul-de-sac to play in, practically
free from horse traffic (motor traffic
was unknown then). We also had the
large meadow, bounded by the two
canals, where we were free to play
football or to climb the large trees
around the dell. As I possessed the

only bicycle and full-size football in
the district, I became very popular
with my playmates.

I also had quite a number of them
calling for me to go to school or to
choir practice. The attraction was
that the children knew that my
parents' general provisions shop,
located on Ardath Road, sold sweets,
so I could be relied upon for a few
extra when my parents told me to
help myself as I left the shop for
church. Victory V gums were very
popular with the choirboys!

Today (the article was written in the
1950s), children do not play the old
games like we did, such as Bedlam,
Aunt Sally, Tipcat, marbles, top and
whip, hopscotch and hoops. We
boys took all kinds of risks to
compete with each other. How many
boys today would climb to the top of

We have come into possession of a collection of articles by a former chorister
at St Nicolas', Mr C.A.P. Rogers. During 1949 and 1950 he wrote a series of
articles for the Parish Magazine describing the changes that had taken place
in the area since his childhood in the Edwardian area (he was born here in
1900). The articles are full of nostalgic anecdotes about the changing way of
life as Kings Norton developed from a rural village to a significant suburb of
Birmingham. Here is the first of a series of excerpts from his articles.

Fun & Games on Parsons Hill
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the biggest trees they could find? In
the meadow there were plenty of
large ones and if the step from one
branch to another was too high to
stride, we made our own step up by
hammering some six-inch nails into
the trunk of the tree.

Our football games were also tough.
We Baldwin Road boys teamed up
with boys from Ardath Road and
Parsons Hill and played against boys
living in Wharf Road and around The
Green.

Another great advantage of living
without any motor traffic to worry
about came in winter time, when the
snow arrived and we got our home-
made sledges into action. Parsons
Hill was a very famous and popular
spot for this pastime and attracted
people from walkable distances as
well as us locals. Some very fast
speeds could be obtained on the hill
and the extra boost from the steep
dip of the old hump-backed bridge
over the canal was sufficient to take
you a little way up Wharf Road. It
was well worth the long walk back
up the hill again. The roads were not
salted and the snow remained solid
for some time.

Parsons Hill proved a severe test to
the early motor cars and
breakdowns were frequent. It was a

common sight to see a horse towing
one of these unfortunate cars away.
I can still picture the dress of the
early motorists: the men wearing
caps with their peaks at the back of
their heads and thick goggles over
their eyes, and the ladies with huge
veils over their hats. In those days
one could walk comfortably
alongside the cars as they ascended
Parsons Hill.

Quite a few people have asked me
how Parsons Hill got its name. Up
until the early 1930's, there stood a
lovely old ivy-covered house called
'Hill Top' at the top of the hill on the
right hand side. This was for many
years the parsonage, where the
early vicars of Kings Norton resided
before a new vicarage was built
close to the church in 1851. 'Hill Top'
was pleasantly situated among a fine
setting of horse chestnut trees and
various shrubs. Adjoining the house
was a delightful paddock with a
cricket pitch in the centre of it.
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New Zealand Then & Now

I am going to relate some
experiences of visiting New Zealand
a few years ago. During the period
leading up to the early 60's, a
regular group of ships, mainly
refrigerated cargo vessels, called at
various ports of both of New
Zealand's islands to load lamb
carcasses for transport to the UK.
This was before the invention of
container ships and loading took a
while, sometimes up to three
weeks. There was an informal
agreement with the crews

according to which they could
work in the holds and earn extra
New Zealand dollars. Of course,
there was no Common Market or
European Union then and no
restrictions on the export of meat
to the United Kingdom.

The P & O liner Canberra visited
New Zealand in the early 60's. Our
crew would keep some Australian
currency. New Zealanders would
approach us and ask to buy
Australian dollars. We would make
a profit, which meant that cheaper
meals, drinks and the like were
available. A bargain for all
involved. There were quite a lot of
restrictions back then on the
movement of currency, so people
who wanted to travel were
desperate to get their hands on
what they could.

It was amazing to go ashore and to
see the old British cars still on the
roads, many of them vintage
models. Import duty was very high
on new vehicles and there were
therefore very few new ones. The

Kings Norton’s most celebrated mariner remembers
visiting New Zealand in the days before container ships.
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New Zealand economy was very
stagnant at the time: for example,
the price of a loaf of bread had not
risen for 12 years! Over time, the
country has changed a lot. Various
industries have adjusted to
overseas needs. There are large-
scale exports of kiwi fruit, orchids,
seafood and even reindeer antlers
to China for medicinal purposes, to
name but a few. New Zealand now
has the largest number of
millionaires per head of population
in the world.

In the 1980s, the container ships in
which I served would load up to
twelve containers of lambs' legs
destined for Europe in a matter of
hours. The shipping companies
were restricted as to the amount of
lamb they could transport because
of E.U. rules on what  could be
imported into European countries. I
thought that a shame, as our
Commonwealth friends had given
us so much during two world wars.
But, as I have mentioned, New
Zealand's adaptability has since led
to the creation of a strong economy
which now benefits from huge
exports to Pacific Rim countries. The
population has grown, boosted
partly by more immigrants from
China, and there are plenty of jobs
available for all.

I have mentioned some of my
experiences in New Zealand in
earlier editions of this magazine.
You may remember, for example,
my story about being taken to see
an albatross colony by some kind
'Kiwis'. It is a country of which I
have fond memories, and the
recent atrocity in Christchurch
makes me particularly sad.

On a previous visit in 1980, I stood
in the Botanical Park opposite
Christchurch Cathedral. An elderly
lady approached me and spoke of
the pride she felt in this church.
She urged me to take a look inside.
It was not quite as large as St
Nicolas', Kings Norton. She told me
that it had a wonderful tower with
a splendid set of bells. Sadly, it was
this tower which was destroyed by
the earthquake in 2011. But
rebuilding has gone ahead in this
city of only 375,000 people, which
has a real community spirit.

Let us hope that the recent
intrusion of extremist violence and
hatred which has wounded this
quiet, isolated community will not
weaken their spirit and that they
will, once again, rebuild. Bless
them all!

Eddie Matthews
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

www.facebook.com/KingsNortonTeam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Curate (Pioneer) The Revd Catherine Matlock
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Readers David Ash, Fay  Fearon,
 Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki
Lay Preacher Steve Wright
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Peter Hay & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Due to concerns about the condition of the masonry in the church tower, the
Tower Captain and the Rector have agreed to suspend bell ringing until a full

structural survey is completed. We hope to have the bells ringing again as soon
as possible. A survey of the tower has been commissioned. After the report has

been received, we will update our readers on the condition of the tower and give
details of any further action that needs to be taken.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ 198thscouts@gmail.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
 Scouts (10½-14): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Vicky Sumner
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2019 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions
and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details
of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the
copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

8th March Eunice May Capper 87 Cr.LH
18th March Thaddeus Charles Brown 73 Bu.CY
18th March Mary Gwyneth Hill  In.CY
20th March Anthony William Clarke 76 SN.Cr.LH
29th March Owen Albert Fletcher 56 SN.Bu.KN

Funerals
March 2019

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton, LH : Lodge Hill, RD : Redditch

Hawkesley Christian Aid Coffee Morning

Saturday 18th May, 10.30 - 12.30

Join us for tea or coffee at the Hawkesley Church
Centre, Shannon Road, Hawkesley.

Bric-à-brac! Home-made cakes! Tea & coffee! Smiles !
Everyone is welcome.

Photos opposite: Holy Week begins. Palm Sunday’s All-Age Service 2019 at St Nicolas’ Church.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


