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I’ve always been one of those who
adamantly resists the pressure to give any
attention to Christmas before … well,
Christmas. Festive items in the shops before
September is out? Bah, humbug!

But one has to plan ahead and so, even
though this edition will reach the shelves
well before the glorious season of Advent has
begun, you can almost hear the jingle of bells
in the pages which follow. Please do support
the craft fair, the “join in” nativity play, the
Hawkesley coffee morning and the Christmas
meals at Saint Nicolas’ Place.  Of such things
community is built as relationships are
strengthened and stories are shared.

Notice, too, the thread which, quite
unplanned, has woven itself through this
issue. It was Martin Luther who said, “To be
a Christian without prayer is no more possible
than to be alive without breathing.” The call
to make regular prayer part of the fabric of
life is one which we cannot hear too often.
Several of our contributors this month have
made it their theme.  They remind us of the
centrality of that most vital relationship of
all, without which so much of parish life
would be a hollow masquerade.

The Editor
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At the beginning of September I
started a new job, which has involved
increasing my work hours and
changing which days I work. This has
also had an impact on which days my
daughter goes to nursery.  It means
that I have less time to spend with
her, so I have to ensure that I spend
quality time with her when I am not at
work, whilst still trying to find the
time to do the chores and all the
other things that I need to do.  I also
need to find the time to spend with
my husband!  It is a balancing act that
I am still trying to fine tune.

In amongst all of that, there is also
the challenge of ensuring that I spend
time with God, something that I don’t
always fit in easily.

In thinking recently about time and
how I use it I remembered a poem
by Eddie Askew:

Lord, if only I had more time.
Time for you.
Time to think and relax;
to get to know you better.
Time to develop that relationship I

need so much.
But I have time!
I'm sitting here now, writing,

reading.
Maybe not for long, but it is time.
How shall I use it, Lord?...
Maybe I'll just sit quietly with you.
Letting in your healing.
Thank you.

From A Reader

Quality Time
"Is it the weekend?" is a question I am
often greeted with first thing in the
morning from my daughter Sophie, who
is almost 4.  She asks because she knows
that she is allowed to watch television
whilst she eats breakfast at the
weekend, but not during the week, and
hasn't yet grasped quite how the week
works.  In the same way, she doesn't yet

understand time, although she can set a clock to “o'clock”. Time is
something that I have been thinking about recently.
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Eddie’s prayer is a reminder to me that
I can make time for God, and probably
more easily than I think.

To help keep our human relationships
strong we need to ensure that we
spend quality time with our loved
ones.  It is the same in our spiritual
lives. In order to build and strengthen
our relationship with God we need to
be spending quality time with Him,
time which is free from other
distractions, so we can fully
concentrate on growing that
relationship.

Jesus himself took time out, often up a
hill, away from his friends and
followers, to spend in conversation
with his Father.  This time out and
relationship building with God can help
us to be strengthened and renewed,
to be ready for whatever we have to
face and it is especially important
when life is hectic or difficult.

When Jesus was faced with arrest and
the prospect of crucifixion, he took the
time to be alone with God in the
Garden of Gethsemane.  From that
quality time with his Father, Jesus
drew the strength to face his future.

“For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven.”
says the writer of Ecclesiastes (chapter
3, verse 1).  Now is the time for big
change and uncertainty in this parish.
Change can be challenging, but it does
not mean that it is bad.  Some of the

biggest changes in my life have also
been the biggest challenges, but
have led to some of the best times.

Two examples are when I went to
Malawi to live on an island without
electricity or running water for 8
months at the age of 18; and when
I became a mum.  Both of these
changes/challenges have had their
difficulties, but Malawi was, and
motherhood is, amazing.

I have survived the challenges I
have faced thanks to strong
relationships with family, friends,
and God.  When things are difficult
it can help, in particular, to spend
quality time with God.  It doesn’t
need to be a long time, but that
time can help us to cope, even
though the difficulty doesn’t
necessarily go away.

Psalm 46 reminds us that “God is
our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.  Therefore
we will not fear, though the earth
should change.” The Lord says: “Be
still and know that I am God!”  These
are good things to remember when
times are tough.

As we continue through this period
of change in the parish many
people are taking on more
responsibility than before.  Now,
more than ever, we need to ensure
that we, as individuals and as a
church, build our relationships with
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God, and turn to Him for strength and
renewal.

As I write, we do not yet know who
our new Rector will be, but I hope and
pray that we will not have to wait too
long before the right person is found.
In the meantime, let us take time to
be still with God, our refuge, so that

we can be strengthened and
renewed to continue His work in
Kings Norton and beyond, now and
always.

Ruth Howman

Baptisms
September 2015

6th Sept Sean Anthony Jones
 Nicola Jane Thomson
 Adelaide Emma Owen Wells
 Courtney Paige Pauline Beryl Wells
 Jamie Karl Reginald Philip Wells
 Toby James Gibbins
20th Sept Lillian Blair Redfern
 Amelia Grace Davis
 Toby George Perrett
27th Sept Lucas James Dewick

Copyright material is included from, Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England.
Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, with permission.

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey
with God which
continues for the rest of
our lives, the first step in
response to God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service,
Common Worship
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Christmas Services 2015
At St Nicolas’ Church

Sunday 6th Dec at 10.30 a.m. : Parade and Toy Service for St Nicolastide
Please bring new gifts suitable for children of any age for

The SWEET Project to distribute

Saturday 19th Dec at 2.00 p.m. : “Come & Join in” Nativity
with children’s Christmas Party following

Sunday 20th Dec at 4.00 p.m. : Nine Lessons and Carols
(No 6.00 p.m. service)

Christmas Eve
5.00 p.m. : Crib Service 11.30 p.m. : Midnight Communion

Christmas Day
9.00 a.m. : Holy Communion 10.30 a.m. : Christmas Communion

Sunday 27th Dec
9.00 a.m. : No Service

10.30 a.m. : United Parish Communion 6.00 p.m. : Evening Worship

Sunday 10th Jan at 10.30 a.m. : Christingle Service

Hawkesley at Hawkesley Academy
Sunday 13th Dec at 10.30 a.m. : Christingle Service

Sunday 20th Dec at 10.30 a.m. : Carol Service

Christmas Eve at 11.30 p.m. : Midnight Communion
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Sent from Birmingham
James Hughes

The first bishop of Matabeleland

The Area Dean of Kings Norton, The Revd Melusi Sibanda, traces the
links between Birmingham and the church of St James the Great,
Nyamandlovu, Zimbabwe, where his own journey to faith began.

James Hughes, who became the
first Bishop of Matabeleland,
Zimbabwe in 1953, served as an
Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of
Birmingham where he lived for a
number of years. Bishop Hughes
also worked in this city as a parish
priest. He was the Rector of St
George’s Church in Edgbaston.

Prior to his time in Birmingham,
Bishop Hughes had run several
dioceses in Barbados  in the West
Indies and Honduras. He had a
wealth of cross-cultural mission
experience and various overseas
contacts. Some years later, he
became the Archbishop of the
Church Province of Central Africa
(CPCA).

Bishop Hughes’ enthronement in
his new diocese took place in 1953

at Bulawayo Cathedral. He
embarked on a long journey
around his diocese, visiting
remote villages, farms and mining
areas. At the end of his travels,
Bishop Hughes concluded that
mission work in Matabeleland
was rather loose and lacked an
adequate number of strong
centres.

His first mission action plan for
the diocese involved establishing
four new centres of mission.
Bishop Hughes’ vision was to
establish four central stations
reaching out from the eastern
end of the diocese through the
Midlands and into the Gwayi
Reserve in the south west.  He
saw that as the best way of
developing a chain of stations
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where these were badly needed.

He also observed that there was a
shortage of schools up to Standard
6 (primary level) which meant that
there was a drift to urban centres
like Bulawayo. This type of rural-
urban migration led to
overcrowding in the developing
towns and cities. The Bishop
deplored this drift of the rural
population as it also disrupted
family life.

At this stage in Bishop Hughes’
African episcopacy his desire to
create new centres of Anglican
mission work in the rural parts of
the diocese was nothing more than
a dream. His vision for the new
diocese called for steadfast prayer,
fundraising and planning so that
several new primary schools and
central stations could be opened.
A central station had a number of
satellite outstations attached to
it and a primary school could be
turned into secondary school later,
setting the scene for the creation
of further schools and outstations.

Since the establishment of strong
mission centres around the diocese
required financial and human
resources, Bishop Hughes needed
the support of the “whole

Church”. Overseas donors were
sought and asked to give support
to each church or school as it
developed. To follow his vision
Hughes devised a clear strategy
for fundraising in which he
reminded Christians overseas that
the missionary obligation rested
on all, not just a few. A number of
churches in Birmingham gave
financial backing to Bishop
Hughes’ endeavours and they
were pleased to support the good
work of a Bishop whom God had
sent from Birmingham to the
African bush.

There were many potential areas
for mission development in
Matabeleland. As the
construction of the Kariba Dam
was under way, Hughes was
considering establishing a mission
station in the Gokwe area where
thousands of villagers had been
resettled to make way for the
hydro-electricity power scheme.
He decided to focus his attention
on Gwayi Reserve instead as he
felt that the need was greater
there.

In local government terms Gwayi
Reserve fell under Nyamandlovu
District where he commissioned a
new central mission station and
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building up of the place started in
1958. St James the Great,
Nyamandlovu, as the new mission
primary and secondary schools
came to be known,  is where I was
born and brought up.

For Bishop Hughes, Gwayi Mission
offered a compelling opportunity
for education and evangelism. So
he approached the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel (SPG) for
funding, explaining to the directors
that work among locals was still
very weak in the Diocese of
Matabeleland. Hughes could see
the benefit of strengthening the
evangelistic role of the diocese by

creating more churches and
schools in the African reserves,
though this also called for a
further increase in the number of
clergy. There were a good
number of people who were
willing to serve as lay catechists
but the diocese was also steadily
recruiting and providing training
for those who felt called to
ordained ministry. Progress was
slow but Bishop Hughes remained
enthusiastic and confident in the
work that he had been sent by
God to go and do in
Matabeleland.

Melusi Sibanda
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Funerals
September 2015 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

1st Sept Graham John Garner 84 SN.Bu.CY
2nd Sept Elizabeth May Oliver 82 Cr.RH
2nd Sept Millicent Gladys Wesley 97 Cr.RD
7th Sept Deanna Joan Duggins 75 Cr.LH
13th Sept Douglas Benjamin Adams  In.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, RH : Robin Hood,
RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton, WY : Wythall, YD : Yardley



12

Last month I introduced you
to the Holy Habit discipleship
programme that the
Birmingham Methodist Circuit
are running. This month I
wanted to share the second
Holy Habit that we are look at
with you: 'praying together'.

People have prayed to God
since the beginning of time.
That need to connect with our
Creator, whose spirit lives
within us, occurs in every age.

Jesus prayed to God regularly
and encouraged his disciples
to do the same. Prayer is an
important part of being a
disciple.

Many of us will already have
patterns of prayer that we
follow regularly. Studying this
habit challenges us to reflect

on whether our personal
practice sustains us or
whether it is just something
we do or whether it has
perhaps even become a
chore.

Perhaps this period may give
us an opportunity to try
something new, to
experiment with a different
form of prayer.

The habit goes a little
further, not just “praying”
but “praying together”.
Jesus said “where two or
three are gathered in my
name, I am there among
them.” (Matthew 18:20)

The idea of praying with
other people in a small group
always terrified me. How do
others pray with such

Holy Habits 2
The Revd Caz Hague , our Methodist minister,
reflects on the importance of praying together.
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eloquent words? What would
I say? What would I do during
the pauses?

Over the past few years, I
have prayed increasingly in
small groups. I have
discovered that when you
pray with others there is
something special that bonds
you together and you can
become more aware of God's
presence. I pray that studying
prayer will bring each one of
us a little closer to Christ.

Caz Hague

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 14th Nov 2015

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-
established 2005. The

first Community Interest
Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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Praying for your
Friends & Family
You will need:

· Some cord, thread or string.

· Beads (one for each family member/friend, inc yourself).

· Find a quiet space.

· Cut a length of string or thread, long enough to be a bracelet, or
simple loop.

· Choose a bead for where you are now, roll it in between your
fingers and know that God accepts you as you are.

· Thread the string through the bead and know that God runs
through you.

· Choose a member of your family or a friend and take another
bead.  Hold it in your hand and thank God for that person, praying
for any issues in his/her life.

· Thread the string through the bead and know that God runs
through his/her life, whether they know it or not.

· Repeat this taking beads for each member of your family adding
them in turn to the string.  (You may want make a knot between
the beads.)

· Tie the two ends of the string in a knot to hold the beads together
in a circle and pray that you are able to love and support one
another.

· Keep the beads somewhere obvious to remind you to pray for your
family regularly.

Caz Hague
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Recently, Anglican churches up and down
the country heard the challenge of [the
Letter of] James which reminds us that
faith cannot live alongside either
indifference to the needs of the poor and
hungry or favouritism of those who are
rich are powerful.

For some time now, policy on
immigration has been made in the light of
the economic prosperity of this country,
limiting those who might initially cost the
state resources. However at some
moments in history the priority must shift
to recognise our common humanity
across boundaries and borders and
respond to urgent need.

We are living in one of those moments in
history and there is now a humanitarian
crisis facing Europe. To meet the needs of
people displaced by war, violence and
conflict everybody is needed to work
together and put in extra effort to make
a response.

Birmingham has been greatly enriched by
the contributions of people who have
come to the city from different countries
and continents. It has a reputation for
being a place that welcomes people who
seek to build a new life here, but there is
more that we could do if we are prepared
to go the extra mile. There are already
refugees in Birmingham who need our
help. Many of them lack shelter, work,
food and clothing as well as human
interaction and a sense of belonging.

Recent events have challenged our
indifference and favouritism and
released a wave of compassion and
empathy. It is essential that we as
Christians put our love of neighbour
into practical action, working with
people of all faiths and of good will to
build courageously compassionate
communities, to give generously of our
time, money and energy and to deepen
our discipleship by living our love of God
by embracing the ‘stranger’ as our
sisters and brothers in Christ.

Read the full statement and
suggestions for practical action at
www. cofebirmingham.com/refugees/

Refugees A statement from the
Bishop of Birmingham
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Marriages
September 2015

5th Sept Gavin Lee Cunningham & Amy Lucy Horne Wedding
26th Sept Dzikamai Clever Pfumayaramba & Ellen Mataya Wedding
26th Sept Steven Paul Smith & Clare Jane Smith Wedding

O n Monday 30 November we are delighted to welcome David Symons who will
give us an insider's story of "The Staffordshire Hoard".  David has been

involved with the conservation of the Hoard since it was discovered in a farmer's
field in Hammerwich.  The doors of Saint Nicolas’ Place open at 7.00 p.m. and the talk
will start at 7.30 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome at the Society's meetings.

Claire Simpson, Chairman.

Kings Norton History Society

Caz Hague writes: Did you know that the Northfield Constituency has the
highest number of people who earn below the living wage in the country?
2nd-9th November is Living Wage week. Why not use the opportunity to
celebrate and support Living Wage employers including Morrisons, Ikea,
HSBC, Barclays and Lidl?  For more information visit www.livingwage.org.uk.

A Living Wage?
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The Morris Family Says
Thank you!From Anna, John, Naomi and me,

heartfelt “thank yous” for the love,
kindness, friendship and support you
have given us in Kings Norton for the
last sixteen years. It is a rich gift which
we treasure deeply.

We have shared in so much struggle
and delight, often in equal measures.
We have, by God's constant grace,
found ways forward in some very
tough contexts. We have, as Paul says
in Romans, found ways to rejoice with
those who rejoice and weep with those
who weep. And all within the ancient
and ever changing task of being God's
parish church in and for Kings Norton.
Thank you all so much, including
those who now we pray see God face
to face in the fullness of heaven.

Thank you too for the kindness of your
gifts on our leaving. Our dear friend,
Canon John Oakes, advised me on
retirement to have a good doctor,
shave before breakfast and to begin a
new intellectual challenge. I can
manage the first two. Under the strict
tutelage of my family the third, thanks
to your lovely gift of a tablet, will be
faced and overcome and be a source of
remembering, thanksgiving and
stimulation for years. Thank you so
much.

We have discovered and achieved
together so much over the years. We

are truly in Christ, "members one of
another". We know what costly
welcome means. We have learned
how much God gives us to discover
in those who are different and how
much God gives to them and to us as
they grow in love for God and
neighbour.

We also know that large tasks await
us in care of people and buildings, in
growth, in prayer, learning and
service and in our financial giving. (I
hope that all have responded
faithfully, honestly and generously to
my last appeal to review our
individual giving and stewardship.)

By the time you read this, and as you
keep praying, I hope that the next
Team Rector will have been
appointed and a new name added to
the long list of Kings Nortons parish
priests by the south door. It has been
a huge privilege to be the most
recent.

May my successor receive the same,
and more, of the generous kindness
and honesty which I have so deeply
received here. Please pray for Phil
and Anne, your Churchwardens; for
the clergy office staff and Pauline
and for all those who have to
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shoulder the heavy responsibilities
during the Rectorial vacancy. Kings
Norton is very privileged to have such
people and many others among you.
Please treasure them.

Thank you also for the two "farewell"
services on 23rd August and 27th

September. To be honest, I was so
happy to see you all along with many
friends from past ministry in
Handsworth and Moseley that the
sadness of leaving was rather left
behind. If one’s leaving service has
much-loved Punjabi hymns, friends
from far and near, a wonderful lady
celebrating her 95th birthday and very
young men in their pyjamas ready for
bed, there's not much room for
sorrow! But I shall miss you very

much and will keep you all in prayer
and heart.

One thing that strikes me deeply is
that for so many of us, it is not the big
things that make a difference. It is the
many small words and acts of
encouragement, kindness and
inspiration in hard times and good
ones. You have given them to me
and, by God's grace, I have
sometimes given them to you.

For the small things within the grasp
of each of us, whatever our age,
capacity, story and gifts, I give deep
thanks to you all. Let's keep on doing
them.

Thank you,

Rob Morris
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service (Morning Worship) for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Thursday 11 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee as you wish.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses. Do ask.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer. With Messy

Church for all ages every 2nd Saturday (Market Day).

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Foodbank News

A few weeks ago we had a delivery
from Kellogg’s, two whole pallet-
loads of cereal. And they weren’t little
insignificant ones. the bases are large
pieces of  4-foot square, solid wood.

One pallet contained conventional
sized boxes, suitable for couples or
smaller families, absolutely ideal for
our use at the Foodbank. The other
pallet contained large catering packs
of Coco-pops and Frosties. Each box
contained two sacks, each of 5kg.

Over the last few weeks, I have been
getting to know many of our local
schools a little better, as I have
delivered one of each sort of box to
them for use at their breakfast and
after school clubs. The story at each
place is much the same: very grateful
thanks for free cereal, and the
acknowledgment that without the
breakfast clubs, a lot of our local
children would be going to school
without eating first.

We discussed this together as I met
administrators, bursars and the
leaders of before- and after-school
provision. Parents’ working hours,
low income and young carers are just
three of the reasons for children
arriving at school without a meal first.

This is an area that The Trussell Trust
is concerned about, and we will be
feeding back to them  to ensure that
this need is lobbied for, just as much
as general food poverty.

At the time of writing, I have visited
or made contact with 9 local primary
schools and children’s centres.
There are a few more on my list, and
a few more boxes to deliver yet.
Grateful thanks to Kellogg’s for
meeting a need.

Sylvia Fox
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They Came From Kings Norton

Dorothy Silk, Kings Norton’s Lost Nightingale

In 1922, local singer Dorothy Silk seemed to be on the brink of the world-wide
acclaim and enduring fame that are the destiny of the great sopranos. She was
feted by the music world, winning high praise from famous composers and
conductors.  The Times described her as the “unrivalled Bach singer of her
time” and the Musical Times said that Dorothy “held a position in English music
that not been quite paralleled”. Yet within twenty years, she died at only 59 in
apparent obscurity in Alvechurch, and is now almost completely forgotten.

This article is just part of her story. It’s
hard to establish details about the
most successful part of her life, let
alone her final years. So many
questions remain unanswered. Why
didn’t she reach the pinnacle her
talents certainly deserved? Did she
really want that, or was she motivated
purely by “art for art’s sake”? Was she
happy with her life before it ended so
early, or was she disappointed and
unfulfilled?

Dorothy brought great honour to
Kings Norton and she deserves not to
be forgotten. I’ve become fascinated
by her achievements and her
personality but frustrated that I can
find out so little. It seems to be a
poignant story, which I’d love to
complete. If anyone reading this
article can shed any additional light on
Dorothy’s life, please don’t hesitate to
contact the Editor.

She was born in Kings Norton on 4

May 1883. In her own words, in an
interview in the Musical Times in April
1922, “My family was not musical, but
I have sung since I was a babe, and I
first sung in public at the age of four”.

After school she studied music, in
Birmingham and then London: her
talent was so obvious that the
professor of singing at the Royal
Academy recommended that she
went to study in Vienna under the
celebrated vocal teacher Johannes
Ress, which she did in 1911.

Even at this relatively early stage of
her career, something begins to
emerge that may give a clue as to
why she never achieved lasting fame.
The conventional road for talented
sopranos was to look to a future in
opera. But Dorothy was quite
adamant that, regardless of its
potential rewards, this was not the
sort of music she liked: she much
preferred to be a singer of classical
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songs, such as German lieder. Ress
wanted to train her in operatic
coloratura singing, which she only
accepted because she realised it
would help perfect her own
technique. In her 1922 interview, she
explained that her attitude to her
work was simply to bring joy to
herself, and hopefully others, by
singing the music she most liked. “It is
natural that I should sing as I do. My
choice of what to sing is not a learned
scholar’s choice … it is just the choice of
my natural inclination among things
that chance has put in my way. I make
for what appears to me to be beautiful
and if other folk find it beautiful too,
why, that is a stroke of luck, and I can go
on.”

Dorothy’s training in Vienna did not
produce any immediate response
from the British musical
establishment:  indeed, back in
England she actually paid to perform
in public! But then the First World
War also intervened, and, perhaps in
another clue as to her modesty and
lack of ambition, Dorothy became a
housemaid at Birmingham’s
Highbury Hospital.

She found time to carry on singing,
so much so that in 1916 the famous
choral conductor of the time, William
G Whittaker, recommended her to
the great composer Gustav Holst,
describing her as a “beautiful artist
and woman.”

It was shortly after the war that her
star really began to shine. She was
chosen to sing soprano solos with
the London Bach Choir in the spring
of 1920 at the London Festival of
Music and, to quote a contemporary
journalist, “Since then she has had a
place of her own in English music.”
That same music writer gave further
clues to Dorothy’s character: “The
things sung are what the singer cares
about: her taste is a much bigger
factor than vanity.”

She was the focal point of a major
series of chamber music concerts in
London over the following six years.
She sang at the Royal Albert Hall and
several of the major English cities.
She also became professor of singing
at the Royal College of Music.
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Gustav Holst became a great admirer
of her talent, choosing her as the
soloist at the première of what was to
become one of his most famous
works, the Choral Symphony, in 1925.
By this time, and over the next few
years, she was in demand all over
Europe: in 1929, for example, a famous
music publisher and socialite invited
her to sing at a housewarming party in
Paris!

It seems quite clear that, had she been
willing to enter the world of the opera
diva, Dorothy would have achieved far
greater fame and certainly greater
financial success. But she seemed
happy to allow her career to plateau. In
1934 she joined the then celebrated
choral group The New English Singers
and toured America with them on

many occasions. Her voice was still
unique: the group’s leader Cuthbert
Kelly said that Dorothy’s voice was
“like a chameleon”, changing colour
in relation to the instrument that was
playing.

I can find no further reference to
Dorothy after 1934. Though by then
she was into her 40s, many sopranos
were still performing at their peak
well into their 60s and even their 70s.
But Dorothy’s star seems to have
waned. Distressingly, she only lived
until July 1942, by which time, for
whatever reason, she had moved
back to the rural Midlands.

It seems to me a tragedy that, with
her voice receiving tributes from
many great names in music, no
recordings were made, or at least,
have not seen the light of day.
Perhaps that’s one of the reasons she
is now virtually unknown.

Apart from asking for any
information from Parish Magazine
readers, I have one major ray of hope.
I have made contact with an
Australian student who, just as
fascinated as I am with Dorothy, is
making the singer’s life the subject of
a Doctorate, to be completed next
year. She has been over to the UK
doing extensive research, and has
promised that as soon as she can (but
not until later next year), she will tell
us the full story.

Michael Kennedy
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Learn to play Accordion

With John Gould
Children and adults welcome

07 792 685 933

www.johngouldmusicschool.co.uk

Dear Boys and Girls,

Last month we were thinking about
the Church Wardens. You will be
interested to know that the Church
Wardens have sidesmen appointed
to help them in their duties. You
will notice the sidesmen going
about their duties in church of
giving out and collecting hymn-
books and prayer-books and of

showing people to their seats, of
taking the collection during the
service, and other duties. The
churchwardens and sidesmen are
elected at the meeting before
Easter of the parishioners, and the
churchwardens are presented ,with
their staves for the ensuing year.
At St. Nicolas', the churchwardens
hold office for three years.

Remember the three divisions of
west end, nave and chancel? As we
walk up the church towards the
east end we can see in front of us
the altar in the chancel. We can see
it clearly because the floor of the
chancel is higher than the floor of
the nave. Notice the likeness of the
word "chancel" to "cancel." The
chancel originally meant a cross-
rail which separated the nave from
the part which we now call the
chancel. The chancel screens are
sometimes high and made of
carved wood, others are of
wrought iron, whilst in more

King’s Norton Parish Magazine
Minimum Price Six Pence November, 1965

We received such a positive response to last month’s inclusion of an article
from our October 1965 edition about Saint Nicolas’ Church that the
printing of a second instalment would seem to be a risk worth taking. In
November 1965, this magazine published the second part of Joyce Arnold’s
introduction to the church building. Here it is, complete and unabridged.
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modern churches they may simply
be low stone or brick walls.
Sometimes the panels of the chancel
screen were painted with pictures of
saints and, like the paintings on the
church walls and the stained-glass
windows, were pages in the
church's picture book in the days
when few people could read.

On the great beam which spans the
chancel arch at the top of the screen
is often placed a group of figures,
Our Lord on the Cross and His
Mother and St. John. (St. John 19,
v. 26, 27). Sometimes the figures
are coloured, and sometimes also
the figure of our Lord shows Him
crowned and wearing the robes of a
priest. He is the great High Priest
and King.

In olden days, in front of the rood
beam was a candlebeam, and at
festivals such as Christmas and
Easter lighted candles were fixed on
the candle beam. All the people as

they came into the church would
look up to the Rood and be
reminded why they had come to
sing their praises to God. In those
days the church would be very
dim, as there was no artificial light
other than candles and, therefore,
the Rood loft would be more
conspicuous. Sometimes a special
window was made in the roof of
the church so that in daylight the
Figure of Christ would be lighted
up.

The sunshine or candle light
illuminating the central figure
would have reminded some of the
people in the church of the words
our Lord spoke of Himself, "I am
the Light of the World."

Sometimes the beams across the
chancel arch formed a platform
wide enough for the choir to stand
upon, and on special occasions the
singing of carols and hymns from
the rood loft was part of the service.
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Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

When we stand in the chancel, we
see that it is divided into two parts
by the altar rails. These are the choir
and the sanctuary. In some churches
the choir sit in the gallery at the
west end of the church, but usually
they sit in the choir stalls in the
chancel. In the choir there are also
the seats for the clergy. Sometimes
the choir have tip-up seats with
elaborate carving underneath. The
seats remind us that the services in
church, and especially in churches
which belong to monasteries, were
long; tip-up seats gave the monks
support whilst they were standing.
Also, the tip-up seats gave more
space for turning or moving in or
out.

These seats are called "misericords"
because they were allowed out of
pity for the monks (cf.
commiseration). The carvings were
of all types, the martyrdom of St.
Thomas of Canterbury, St. Martin

dividing his cloak, birds and beasts
and every-day incidents such as
cooking, spinning and boys at
school.

Also in the chancel you will see
the Processional Cross and other
banners and flags. In some
churches there are tombs or other
memorial tablets. Three such
monuments were moved from the
chancel in St. Nicolas’ to new
places in the church. If you look
around carefully you will find
them. You will notice many of the
things I have mentioned in
churches you visit also in the
churches televised (Songs of
Praise etc.).

See if you can pick them out. Next
month we will take another look at
the chancel.

Yours sincerely,

JOYCE ARNOLD.
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Some of you will know that I tend
to be a tad forgetful.  And that I am
not the most tidy person in the
world.  Recently I had promised to
lend a friend a copy of one of our
children’s work resource
magazines. But could I find it? No.
I hunted everywhere, I went
through piles of paper, checked all
the usual places (not to mention a
few unusual ones) and it was
nowhere to be seen.

I decided to look again later and to
get on with some jobs around the
house.  Time, I thought, to turn my
attention to the growing ironing
mountain.  And there in the ironing
basket underneath some sheets
was the magazine.  I have no idea
how or why it ended up there.  My
friend said it really cheered her up
when I had sent her a text to
explain where I had found it.

Move forward a couple of weeks.  I
had done it again.  This time I had
lost a small booklet that I had been
using with the Wednesday morning
Open Bible group.  It is an old
Scripture Union publication called

“A journey of
the heart”
that focuses
on different
aspects of
prayer.  The only problem is that it
is a small, slim white booklet and
easily disappears amongst other
papers.

Oh dear, here we go again! Only
this time I was in a rush as I needed
to use it that morning.  Well, you
can imagine the scene: piles of
paper being scattered everywhere,
things being upturned as I search
with increasing exasperation to try
and find the thing.  Nowhere.  I was
starting to get desperate.  Where
on earth had I put it this time?  As a
last resort I decided to check the
room the ironing basket was in and
yes, you’ve guessed it, there on the
table next to the ironing basket was
the booklet.

When I was retelling this tale later
that morning to the Open Bible
group after many chuckles, Clifford,
our verger, commented that it
reminded him of listening to the

Too Busy Not To Pray
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker



31

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, on Desert Island Discs.
Wondering where this comment
was going, as I don’t usually get
compared to the Archbishop of
Canterbury (actually, thinking about
it, never…) Clifford went on to
explain.

As a parish priest, the Archbishop
had found that, with a large family
and a busy job, it was difficult to find
time to pray.  He decided that you
didn’t have to think too much to do
the ironing and didn’t tend to fall
asleep so it was actually a really
good time to pray.

One of our questions that morning
was “How would you encourage a
friend to pray who says: ‘I’m too
busy to pray’?”  Well that started
me thinking.  How many of us at
various times feel we are too busy
to pray? Or fall asleep as we lie in
bed trying to pray at the end of the
day?  Many of us, I think, can relate
to that.  So perhaps things keep
leading me to the ironing basket
for a reason.  It’s not just that I
need to knuckle down and do the
ironing but that I need to knuckle
down and use the time to pray.

Pauline Weaver
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The problem of lead theft from the rooves of our buildings, most noticeably Saint Nicolas’
Place, is one which we will explore in future editions. In the mean time, here are a few facts.
According to one national newspaper, the value of church insurance claims for lead theft rose
from £173,000 in 2009 to almost £4.5 million in 2012. More than 2,500 claims were made in
2011 alone and the church was forced to bear the brunt of the costs. In 2010, it is estimated
that metal theft cost the Church of England £6.5 million, of which only £2.3 million was
covered by insurance. In such a climate, who would put lead on a roof? Editor.
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OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calverley Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: Mobile:

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair Spindals, Skirting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989

Cartoon © Dave Walker. Used with permission.
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Churchyard Leaf Clearing
November is upon us, the leaves on the trees in the Churchyard are beginning to
change to their Autumn colours and our thoughts turn again to that most popular
of all local keep-fit activities, the annual leaf clearing.

This Autumn, leaf clearing will take place on the following Saturdays.

● Saturday 31st October

● Saturday 7th November

● Saturday 28th November

Please come along to help with this task. All age groups will be most welcome.

It is recommended that you wear stout footwear and gloves. Although we do have
a limited number of rakes, it would be most helpful if you were able to bring your
own.

Anne Hughes
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Tuesday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.



36

CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Please note that, while the parish is without a Rector, authority is in the hands of the
Churchwardens, Anne and Phil, and of the Area Dean, the Revd Melusi Sibanda. Our

honorary assistant clergy, working part-time, are:

Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Clare Dean 0121 459 6185

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Julie Winterbourne     01 244 7171       julie18881@gmail.com
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 35.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2015 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

China Honours Christian Missionary
British Olympic champion, devout Christian and
prisoner of war Eric Liddell, who famously chose
his faith over competing in a championship race,
has been honoured with a statue in his native
China. After refusing to run in the heats on a
Sunday, for his favoured distance, the men's 100
metres, Eric Liddell  competed in the men's 400
metres at the 1924 Summer Olympics in Paris,
which he won. He was born in Tianjin, China, but
educated in Britain, and he returned to China in
1925 to serve as a missionary teacher, where he

mostly remained until his death in 1945 in a
Japanese civilian internment camp. He was
know as ‘The Flying Scotsman.’  A marble
sculpture of Liddell, capturing him in mid-stride,
has been unveiled in Tianjin, coincidentally the
scene of two recent, deadly explosions. The
statue was revealed in front of his daughters,
the internment camp's remaining survivors and
the actor Joseph Fiennes, who is due to play to
play him in The Last Race, which has just
finished filming in China.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X7 and printed by
Harlequin Print Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454  Fax: 0121 458 3089 Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk

Candlelit Church. Wednesdays.
6.30-8.00 pm. Space to Be. No pressure.


