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I recently visited Cuba. “We don’t celebrate
Christmas,” our state-approved guide told me
as we drove the 50 miles inland from old
colonial Trinidad (Trinity) to Sancti Spiritus
(Holy Spirit). They were nothing if not devout,
those early Spanish settlers. Castro’s
Communist revolution has certainly done its
best to stamp out religious faith since 1959.
Human rights watchers report that persecution
of Christians in Cuba continues, even now.

Mary, our guide, was a child of the 80s. I found
myself wondering why her parents had named
her after the mother of Jesus, whose presence
has been so unwelcome wherever Communism
has taken root. Whatever their reasons, and
despite her professed lack of faith, Mary’s
name, like the names of the towns she took us
to, was an echo of a deeper reality. It resonated
with that story which, despite all attempts to
trivialise, commercialise or ridicule it, continues
to fascinate us with hope, love and light each
December as the darkness closes in. This
Christmas which, for some, is the darkest they
have known for many years, let us remember
what our Bible readings tell us about the Love
that has come into the world: “The light shines
in the darkness and the darkness has never put
it out”. Not in Cuba. Not in the Middle East. Not
in America. Not here.

The Editor
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From the Rector
Capturing Christmas in Verse
Christmas Carols, Nine Lessons and
Carols, The Nativity Story, St Nicolas’
Toy Festival, Midnight Christmas
Services…just some of the many
activities and events taking place over
the next few weeks in our church and
community. All of them will involve the
familiar (some might say over-familiar)
words, music and verses associated
with the traditional Christmas
narrative. So used are we to this
nativity narrative it can, at times, seem
to lose some of its impact as story and
a message; the meaning  lost in the
medium (or sometimes tedium).

One way of refreshing the story of
Christmas is to seek out the many
creative ways it has been rendered in
art, literature, music and the media.
One might visit the Birmingham
Museum and Art Gallery and discover
the many paintings of the nativity, in
various styles, by artists over the years.
Or, watch one of the modern films or
TV programmes (such as the very
popular 2012 BBC production “The
Nativity” available on DVD) which have
been made to bring a contemporary
perspective to the story of Jesus’ birth.
Or, you may like to listen to some of
the more contemporary festive music
such as John Rutter’s, for example.

Breathing new life into the Christmas
story can help our imagination, lift
our spirits and enrich our experience
of one of the greatest stories ever
told. When churches are planning
their Christmas celebrations we are
keenly aware we are inviting people
to events in the midst of the busyness
(and business) of the season, where
the demands on family time are
greater than usual or, for the
isolated, when loneliness is
intensified. Churches are places
where the busyness of Christmas is
not replicated but implicated, where
the activity the revelries and the
excesses of the season are given a
different expression of value and
meaning.
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For poets, the Christmas season is a
rich source of imagery, imagination
and wonder. Most major poets have
penned something about the season of
Christmas; either a focus upon the
birth story of the one we call Jesus or
the winter setting of the Northern
hemisphere and its rich natural
imagery. Winter is often associated
with the “sleeping” of the earth as it
renews itself for the spring, or the time
of most want as the produce of the
land is reduced to a minimum and
scarcity, darkness and icy weather
prevail.

In times of quiet reflection, such as
that evoked by Wordsworth in one of
his best known nature poems,

For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude,

I find myself drawn to poetry and verse
to enliven my Christmas experience.

On the next page is one poem I will
reflect upon for Christmas 2016. It is
by Alfred Lord Tennyson. It captures
the sense of the old year dying and of
the hoped-for promise of a better,
brighter, more peaceful, more just
year to come.

There is much about 2016 which has
caused many to be fearful for our
future and which has intensified our
sense of pessimism about our
political, economic and social life as
well as ongoing concerns for the state
of our environment. This poem
captures our longing for the greater
and the good.

However you are spending Christmas
and New Year, the team at Kings
Norton Parish wish you good health,
a sense of joy, a renewed hope and a
peaceful heart.

Revd Larry Wright
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Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light;
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more,
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.

Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.

Ring out the want, the care the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes,
But ring the fuller minstrel in.

Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.

Ring out old shapes of foul disease,
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.

Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1850

Ring Out, Wild Bells!
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Funerals
October 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

11th October Michael Thomas Hopkins 73 SN.Bu.KN
14th October John Joseph Jukes 83 Cr.RH
18th October Edna May Rust 87 Cr.LH
20th October Diane Joan Kelly 68 In.CY
20th October David Rodney Smith 45 Cr.LH
26th October Selwyn William Rogers 72 Cr.YD
31st October Gladys Edna Baxter 90 Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley
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Christmas in Kings Norton

At St Nicolas’ Church

Sun 4th Dec at 2.30 pm A Christmas Concert with the Bournville Clarinet
Choir and Kings Norton Handbells.

Sun 11th Dec at 10.30 am The St Nicolas’ Festival Service presided over by
the Bishop of Aston, the Right Reverend Anne
Hollinghurst. This is also our annual Toy Service at
which, following ancient tradition, a Child Bishop is
appointed for a day.

Sat 17th Dec at 2.00 pm “Knock Knock”, our All-Join-In Nativity Play (free)
and Christmas Party (£2.00). All welcome. Come
along, dress up and join in!

Sun 18th Dec at 4.00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols

Sat 24th Dec at 5.00 pm Crib Service

Sat 24th Dec at 11.30 pm  Midnight Communion for Christmas

Sun 25th Dec at 10.30 am Christmas Morning Service

At Hawkesley Church

Sun 11th Dec at 10.30 am Christingle Service

Sun 18th Dec at 10.30 am Carol Service

Sat 24th Dec at 11.30 pm Midnight Communion

At Immanuel Church

Sun 18th Dec at 6.00 pm Carol Service

Sun 25th Dec at 10.30 am Christmas Morning Service

Everything you need to know about services and events in parish life this Christmas.
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Do you have a favourite film you like
to watch every Christmas? The
Wizard of Oz, maybe or White
Christmas? Or do you prefer one of
the newer Christmas offerings from
the dreamlands of Hollywood or
Pinewood?

It’s a Wonderful Life, directed by
Frank Capra and released in 1946
(in the post Second World War
period of U.S economic and political
optimism) ranks as one of the all-
time favourite Christmas films.  It
stars James Stewart as George
Bailey, a man who has given up his
dreams in order to help others, and
whose imminent suicide on
Christmas Eve brings about the
intervention of his guardian angel,
Clarence Odbody (Henry Travers).

It’s A Wonderful Life
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Clarence shows George all the lives he
has touched and how different life in
his home town community of Bedford
Falls would be had he never been
born.

Like Dickens’ A Christmas Carol this is
a story of a life viewed backwards
from a point of crisis which becomes
a cathartic experience. George’s life
has been one of self-sacrifice, one
shared by his family, in order to help
others achieve the American Dream
of prosperity and financial security in
a stable, neighbourly community.
When financial ruin strikes his
business he feels the hollowness of a
life doomed to failure when it
promised so much. The intervention
of his guardian angel is both funny
and poignant. Some of the film’s most
memorable scenes are the
bewilderment George experiences in
his relationship with Clarence.

It is also a film which challenges the

greed and heartlessness of aspects
of the banking system  (many
contemporary resonances there)
and the means by which
communities are shaped by
business interests which put profit
before people.

The ending tips over into that
particular kind of American
sentimentality which is still found in
many a contemporary film: family,
home, neighbours and homespun
wisdom. But it does not detract from
the genuine sense of goodness that
imbues the final scenes.

It's a Wonderful Life is one of the
most acclaimed films ever produced,
praised particularly for its writing. It
was nominated for five Academy
Awards including Best Picture and
has been recognized by the
American Film Institute as one of the
100 best American films ever made.

M.G.M

It’s A Wonderful Life
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You may have noticed that, over the
past few issues, we have tried to
broaden the appeal of the magazine
by including a greater variety of
articles. This is part of our plan to
extend the reach of the magazine
more widely across the Kings
Norton community, thereby
increasing sales (and the Church’s
revenue) and using the magazine as
one means of helping to bring the
community closer together.

In the New Year, probably with our
February issue, we plan a further
development. We will include a
detailed monthly guide to
forthcoming events across the
parish, and to local organisations
that provide opportunities for
people to get together, across a
wide range of activities.

Michael Kennedy (pictured), who
has volunteered to be responsible
for magazine development, is
therefore now actively gathering
information about events and
organisations for use in future

issues. If you have an event which
you'd like to see publicised
through the magazine, or if you
run an organisation which you'd
like to see mentioned, please
contact him as soon as you can
michaelkennedy@talk21.com

We’d also like to use this
opportunity to say again that we
are always pleased to receive
articles which we can consider for
publication, whether they are
church related or of more general
interest. If you have any ideas,
please let The Editor know. If you
have ideas but are concerned
about your ability to write an
article, we can help, so please
don’t hold back!

Developing the
Parish
Magazine
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Singing the Bells
Christmas is the time for bells, and those
of St Nicolas’ have pealed out, in
celebration and sorrow, for hundreds of
years. Michael Kennedy has found a
charming story that shows how much
Kings Norton people have always loved
and cherished their bells.

The existence of a peal of bells (more
than one) at St Nicolas’ can be
confidently dated back at least as far as
the 1540s, when the great  historian
and traveller John Leland wrote about
the church spire, and added that it was
‘a goodly pyramid of stone over the bell
frames’. Around the same time a list was
compiled of items belonging to the
church, which referred to four bells.

By the early 1700s, the tower housed
six bells, all cast in Banbury, but even
that wasn’t enough.  Generally, bell-
ringing skills were on the upturn across
the country, and many churches wanted
additional bells to help optimise the
skills of their local ringers. As a result,

eight brand new bells were cast by the
leading founders Chapman and Mears,
and hung in the tower in 1783. Aris’s
Birmingham Gazette, the main printed
communication in the region, was
rapturous, if not somewhat over-the-
top, in its praise, calling them ‘the best
and most harmonious of their weight in
the kingdom’.

New church bells were a major event
in the life of any village, and Kings
Norton people organised a great
celebration to mark the first time
these new bells rang out.  There was a
great deal of merrymaking on The
Green and, indeed, in the bell chamber
itself!

Describing the great day much better
than any historian is a ballad that was
composed by an unidentified local
person to mark the great day. It gives
some wonderful insights not only into
the event but into the local community
too and the way in which people
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celebrated in those days.  It’s fairly
lengthy, but well worth reading as,
among other things, it tells the tale of a
great firework display, deliberate or
not, which illuminated the night sky; of
the eight worthies who pioneered the
new set of bells; and of how the
churchwarden saved the day when the
beer fund began to run out.

It’s even better if you can work out for
yourself a suitable rhythm for the
words!

THE NEW BELL WAKE
When Norton raised at last, my friends
Their new bells to the steeple,
The ringers tried to make amends
By rousing up the people.
One morn, you know, before cock-crow
They suddenly got ringing
And for to make a new bell wake
Set all the bells a-swinging.

Chorus
They banged each bell
And rang so well
So true their parts did take,
That from morn till night
Was loud delight
At Norton new bell wake.

Such ringing ne’er was known before,
They fairly shook the spire.
They kicked up on continuous roar,
‘Twas slam round, change and fire.
The guns did shoot and folks did hoot
On hearing such a clatter.
They ran about to see the rout
And learn what was the matter

(Chorus)

The beadle led, Sam Parsonage made
The second bell to sing.
Then Wrencher Jim the third pulled in,
The fourth did Collins ring.
Dipple fifth, and Atkins Ben
Chimed in the sixth so merry.
Tom Mason was seventh. The tenor
bell
Was rattled in by Jerry.

(Chorus)

They drank, too, at a furious rate
And nearly spent their store.
Two pence was all left in the plate
And they could raise no more.
The warden coming just in time
Behaved them fair and well.
They gave a shout when he turned out
Two shillings for each bell.

 (Chorus)

At length that night and what a night
Was then on Norton Green,
And what a squall at Osborn’s stall
When they fired her magazine.
The crackers flew and serpents, too
Made all the neighbourhood quake.
Folks thought the devil, as seemed but
civil,
Had come to the new bell wake.

(Chorus)

It was crack and fizz
And smack and whizz
The cakes again did bake.
The powder stunk
And most were drunk
To end the new bell wake.
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Baptisms
October 2016

16th October Theia Ilaria Ransom
 Lola-Rose Eastope
 Hayden William Eastope

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

Minimum Price Six Pence December, 1966

From the Vicar’s letter in the Parish Magazine, fifty years ago.

King’s Norton Parish Magazine

“Pause quietly and recollect what
Christmas really is. In the centre is the
Babe at Bethlehem. ‘Be not afraid, I
bring you tidings of great joy which
shall be to all the people; for there is
born to you this day in the city of David,
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.’ The
fact that God cared enough for us in
this world to send His Son to us, to
teach us and to lead us. To be
awakened once more to the

knowledge that God came into OUR
world for OUR sakes. This is the REAL
Christmas. Here is the truth, this
miracle did happen in our world just
under 2,000 years ago. You cannot
get away from the fact of Jesus
Christ. This is what we say ‘thank you’
to God for and why we worship Him
at Christmas.”

Anthony J. Balmforth
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Local residents may have noticed an
uncharacteristic silence from the
church bells recently. In recent years,
inspections from the bell founders
have pinpointed deterioration due to
wear of our ten clappers. It was
decided to send nine of these to the
foundry at Loughborough for
refurbishment this autumn. There
was also the necessity to clear a large
quantity of debris which has
accumulated under the bell frame in
the tower.

On 26th October, a team of
volunteers set about the work and by
lunchtime all the clappers were
successfully removed via the spiral
staircase and stored at the back of
the church. We then undertook a
clear-up which had been put off for
years, including sweeping down the
tower’s stairs from top to bottom.

Hopefully, by the time you read this,
our clappers will have been returned
and refitted in time for Christmas!

New ringers are crucial to keep our
bells ringing and to preserve the
tower and installation in good order.
Our steeple keeper, Brian Wevill, a
recent recruit, has been instrumental
in enabling this latest work to take

place, including transporting all the
fittings to Loughborough and back.
Volunteers, including ringers from
Harborne, Northfield and
Smethwick assist, not only with
maintenance, but enabling us to
ring for Sunday services, Tuesday
practices and weddings.

Our bells are known as being a very
fine ring of ten, with a tenor of a
medium weight, 17 cwt. Ringing
Kings Norton’s bells involves
reasonable physical co-ordination
(not physical prowess) with musical
and mathematical elements.  Most
people are able to learn to ring and
you do not need to be musically or
mathematically minded in the
conventional sense! Our age range
varies from students to pensioners
and practices aim to cater for all
abilities.

So, if you are interested in finding
out what bell ringing is all about
please let us know. If your
organisation or group wishes to
visit, please contact us and we will
make arrangements to ensure you
are welcomed in advance.

The bells section of the parish
website provides a useful

A Ringing Invitation
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introduction to the art as well as
ringing times. (From the home page,
click on Churches > St Nicolas’ : The
Building > The Bells). Contact details

also appear in this and every
edition of the Parish Magazine.

Catherine Taylor
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Each year, we write and reflect on
Christmas for our readers and
congregations. Sometimes it can be
difficult to think of something exciting
to say, a new insight or a fun approach.
We may find ideas that we think are
brilliant, or it may turn out that they are
rather contrived; but we try to find
things that we hope will illuminate the
season.

Actually, it is the Christmas story itself
that speaks to us, story that we have
told and retold for centuries, including
for over 900 years in St Nicolas’ Church.
Children are always in awe of the fact
that we have been telling the same
story for so many years. We will not
always have told it in the same way.
Today, we use many different
approaches,  at our Come-And-Join-In
Nativity, at our traditional Nine Lessons
and Carols, at our Crib Service and
many, many more. They may differ in
the telling but all are based on the
same verses from Scripture.

We need to let the story and the
Scripture speak and be heard. We need
to let people respond to the story in
their own way and every year we see
people do so differently. We see them
respond in the hospitality shown to
each other as the Posada journeys from
home to home and as we welcome new

people into our
churches. We
see them
respond each
year to the
Christmas Challenge. It is probably the
most humbling occasion of the year to
see so many people giving so
generously to others, others whom
they don't know and of whose story
they are not a part.

Every year, I think that we can't
possibly do better than last year's

The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker

Not One, But Four!
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Christmas Challenge and yet every year
we do. I hope that the same will be true
this year as, in 2016, we really do have a
challenge, supporting not just one
organisation but four!

We will be supporting the Sweet Project
again, who work with families across
South Birmingham facing hardship this
Christmas; but we will also helping
Birmingham's Children in Care and  the
city’s temporary accommodation for
homeless families. We are contributing
towards Challenge 2016, an initiative
founded by two local girls, Aoife and
Ruby (see our March 2016 edition), who
have been participating in a different
fund-raising event each month to raise
awareness and funds for St Basil’s, a
Birmingham charity that prevents youth
homelessness by providing support and
accommodation.

We will need a lot of donations to
provide presents for all these
organisations, so please do get involved
and bring Christmas to people for whom
it will be difficult this year. Gifts are
needed for adults, teenagers and
children. They don't have to be new but

they do need to be in good condition.

Thank you all for helping and for the
parts that you play in making
Christmas come alive for others.
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas.

Pauline Weaver

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 10th December

2016
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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One of the charities I support is called
Toy Box and, as you might gather from
the name, it supports vulnerable
children. For the past two years they
have run a Christmas campaign that
caught my imagination in its
simplicity and earthiness. The
campaign is to raise money to provide
street children in Guatemala with
birth certificates.

Guatemala is home to some of the
most breathtaking scenery on earth.
Yet it is also an exceedingly violent
and dangerous place to live. Poverty
in this small, Central American
country is crippling, and criminal
gangs dominate large parts of the
country. Drug smuggling, extortion,
kidnapping and murder are
commonplace. Police and state
officials are often complicit in the
lawlessness.

As always, it is the young who are the
most vulnerable and almost half of
Guatemala's population is under the
age of 19. Years of civil war have left
thousands of adults dead, displaced or
“disappeared”. It is estimated that
700,000 of these children do not have
a birth certificate. Yet they must have
one if they are to access their legal
rights such as education, healthcare
and police protection.

There are many reasons why a child
might not have a birth certificate,
but by far the biggest barrier is the
cost. Whilst is may only cost £1 for
the actual certificate, the cost of
getting to the registry office makes it
prohibitive for many parents in
Guatemala. Indeed if the parents
themselves have never had a birth
certificate then it is unlikely that
they can register their children,
because in the eyes of the law, a
person who does not officially exist
cannot officially have children! And
without a birth certificate, there are
no opportunities or jobs and
survival means living on the streets.
It is a terrifying and vulnerable
existence with no means of escape.

But early in 2017, Toy Box is hoping
to hold five mass registration events
for children of the Alta Verapaz
region of Guatemala. They estimate
it will cost £32 per child to provide
transportation to the registry office
and to purchase a certificate. If you
would like to help Toy Box in this
venture then you can do so by
phoning 01908 360080 or by
donating online at
www.toybox.org.uk/musthave.

Revd Jayne Crooks

Without an official identity,
a child is not recognised
as a human being
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You can call me Taiwo! I was born in
Nigeria and grew up in Lagos. I was
ordained in 1993 and served in parishes
in Lagos and Ibadan before coming to
Birmingham over eleven years ago to
study and assist at St. Luke’s Church
Centre, Great Colmore Street.  Prior to
my ordination, I studied theology and
education at the Universities of Ibadan
and Lagos respectively.

Over the course of more than twenty
years in parish ministry, I have sought
to relate the Gospel to diverse and
changing contexts. I have served as a
curate, a cathedral youth chaplain, a
vicar, a college chaplain and a university
lecturer, specialising in ecumenical
theology, inter-faith relations, church

history and missiology.

I have grown up as an Anglican and
value the ethos of Anglicanism at its
best, of principled comprehensiveness
and general orthodoxy, seeking to
retain the best of the old while being
open to the best of the new.

I have been shaped by the evangelical
and the catholic traditions of the
Anglican Church. I am comfortable in
both. The evangelical tradition feeds
my sense of Bible-based mission and
outreach and the catholic tradition
feeds my love of the sacraments.

I have wide experience of worshipping
and leading worship in a range of
styles and traditions as all worship,

A Warm Welcome To

The Reverend Doctor Olubunmi Taiwo Olumuyiwa
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done well, is to the glory of God.

I have had the Bishop of Birmingham’s
permission to officiate since 2005. I have
had a range of experiences in the United
Kingdom, particularly here in
Birmingham Diocese. Apart from St
Luke’s Church Great Colmore Street
where I served as Ordained Parish
Assistance  between 2007 -2016, I have
had the opportunity of taking Sunday
and weekday services, occasional offices
and providing pastoral care in the
following parishes and institutions
between 2005 -2016.

St John’s Church Ladywood; St. Paul’s
Church, Jewellery Quarter; St Georges
Church, Newtown; St Alban’s Church,
Highgate; The Cotteridge Church; St.
Stephen’s Church, Rednal; St. Stephen’s
and St. Wulstan’s Church, Selly Park.

I am married to Christianah Olumuyiwa
and we are blessed with three children
Juliet, Joseph and Victoria.

I enjoy listening to music, playing the
piano, watching TV and playing table-
tennis. I also enjoy meeting people and
travelling, as well as outings with my wife
and our children. Developing an intimate
relationship with Christ, who enables me
to grow in fruitfulness, is also something
I love.

It is a wonderful opportunity to be part
of St Nicolas’ Team Ministry at this time
with Revd Larry Wright as my mentor.

Revd Taiwo Olumuyiwa

The cost of advertising in
the Parish Magazine will

remain unchanged up to
and including the March
2017 edition, when rates
will be reviewed. Current
prices range from £9 for a
quarter page in a single
edition to £284 for a full
page over a 12 month
period. For full details,

please contact The Editor.

Advertise
With Us!
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 18.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Foodbank News
Since the summer, we have seen an
unprecedented increase in demand
for the Foodbank’s services. We are
now working with our voucher
holders to see if they can identify the
reasons and are talking with The
Trussell Trust to see if this is a
nationwide problem. One reason is
possibly that we are now also
hosting the nPower-funded Fuelbank
for those on prepayment meters
living in postcode areas B13, B14, B29,
B30, B31, B32, B38 and B45; but we
do not think that this additional
benefit is the only cause.

Whatever the reasons turn out to be,
and even if they remain
unidentifiable, one thing is certain:
we will be here for some time to
come and we need to work out ways
to remain sustainable. At the
moment, we are sustainable, but
taking the year as a whole, food
coming in is less than food going out
and we are paying for additional
warehouse storage on top of our
base at Hawkesley. This has been
obtained at a very competitive rate:
our cash donations are currently
covering this expense and are
replenishing food stocks; but how
long can it continue ?

The steering committee continues
to ensure good governance of
money, and The Trusell Trust
inspects us yearly for all aspects of
running the Foodbank, so we are
doing all that is humanly possible to
ensure that we continue to meet
the needs of local people in crisis.

Please continue to donate as you
are able and to challenge those
who say that foodbanks are for
scroungers. Please also pray for
those who need the B30 Foodbank’s
services, and for those who
volunteer in any way to make it
happen.

As 2016 draws to a close and I look
back, the title of “whackiest gift”
this year has to go to the 25 sacks of
coconuts we received one day.
Kelloggs’ donation of 10 kg sacks of
Bran Flakes™ definitely comes a
close second.

It just remains to share a very
heartfelt thank you with all those of
you who quietly keep the wheelie
bin topped up with useful, in date,
non-perishable food. Every single
gift is used by someone in need.

Sylvia Fox
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OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.

At an official launch on 20th October
Bishop David Urquhart, the Bishop of
Birmingham, signed a document to
commit Birmingham to aspire to being
an “eco-diocese”, having done so
previously at a national meeting on 14th

September.

So far, Birmingham’s Anglican diocese
is one of only three who signed; so can
we be the first to be accredited?  We
could, but only if we have churches
committed to being “eco-churches”.
Can you take up the challenge?  Please
consider doing so.  Di’s article below
should get you going!

What a great idea!
I was chatting with someone I’d met
whilst shopping, and that was the
heart-warming response I received
when explaining about Eco Church.  St
Peter’s, Maney, which I attend, had
recently been awarded Eco Church
status, and our Bronze Award gave me
the opportunity to show that, as
Christians, we were taking steps in
caring for God’s world & its people.

Eco Church is an A Rocha UK project,
run in partnership with Christian Aid,
The Church of England, The Methodist

What’s An Eco-Church?
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Church and Tearfund.   It offers a survey
and resources to help churches,
through worship and teaching, to look
at how it uses its  buildings and land, at
its community and global engagement,
and at individuals’ lifestyle.  Its online
survey allows any church to find out
what award level they’ve reached,
whether Bronze, Silver or Gold.  It’s also
a good way of finding out what still
needs to be worked on.

Matthew, our vicar at St Peter’s,
announced that we’d been awarded
Eco Church status during our Harvest
Thanksgiving service.  Not only were we
thankful for this brilliant news and
recognition, but for the encouragement
and motivation to continue.  We hope
that being an Eco Church will inspire
others to be good stewards of our
planet and to love our neighbour.

We are made more aware, through the
Birmingham-Malawi partnership, that

those with little are bearing the brunt
of global warming.  Hearing about the
severe flooding and then droughts
from Bishop Alinafe when he visited in
May, our award felt even more
significant.  Not only are we trying to
support those in the diocese of
Southern Malawi through prayer and
financial giving, but also through our
Transforming Church target ‘to reduce
our carbon footprint’.

If your church would like to find out
more, please view Eco Church’s
website or get in touch.   May we join
together to give hope for all of God’s
creation.

Di Littler

Member of BACA (Birmingham Anglicans
for Climate Action) & Eco Maney
beryl.moppett@virginmedia.com
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Have you planned your Christmas
Card list yet?  Please give some
thought to who you might be
sending your cards to this year.

Instead of covering the large table
at the back of St Nicolas’ Church
with cards, often intended for
folks you’ll be seeing over
Christmas anyway, please give a
thought to sending your greeting
this way instead.

Very soon, a large card will appear
in St Nicolas’ once again, with
space inside for everyone who
wishes to write their greeting in it,
to all their friends at church.
Outside will be a bowl to collect
donations (the money that you
would have spent on the
individual cards) and the
donations will go to Leprosy
Mission.

Over the last few years, we have
managed to buy several donkeys
and carts, which give a completely
new lease of life to leprosy

patients. It means they have a
“foot safe” way to get about,
and to get their produce to
market. Feet, numbed by the
disease, can be very easily
damaged on dirt tracks and basic
roadways, leading to destructive
infections. Riding on a donkey or
donkey cart can prevent this.

This year, we are funding
another way of preventing foot
damage: specialist orthopaedic
sandals which cost just £10 each.
How many people do you think
we can help this Christmas
through our Giant Card?

More details of the work that
Leprosy  Mission does can be
found at leprosymission.org.uk
and ways of buying fund-raising
gifts at tlmtrading.com. Leprosy
Misson’s work is in prevention,
treatment and long-term care,
all alongside sharing the Gospel
in word and action.

Sylvia Fox

Safer Feet
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This month, Eddie’s braving the
mountainous seas of the Cape of Good
Hope on his way Down Under.

I once again found myself on board the
P.O. container vessel Encounter Bay.
We had left Europe on the long haul to
Australia. It would take fourteen days
to reach the Cape of Good Hope, the
southern tip of South Africa. Our ship
was not planning to stop at Cape Town
but the plan was that a boat would
deliver and collect mail as we slowed
down in the bay. Afterwards, we
would speed on to Australia for
another fourteen days.  In this age of
jet planes it is easy to forget the vast
distances that travellers by sea have to
cross to reach the Antipodes.

I was Chief Cook in those bygone days.
A day before we reached the Cape, we
received word that extreme weather
conditions would prevent the mail
boat from reaching us. Indeed, it never
did, because we ran into a huge storm.
The waves were gigantic, up to a
hundred feet high. The storm was at
its worst as we reached the Cape, for
this is where the Indian Ocean meets
the Atlantic. Meals became very
difficult to prepare and serve. For
lunch, I made a gallon of soup in a

ten-gallon pot. Sandwiches were
made and all on board had to serve
themselves at the galley, holding
their mugs in their hands for the
soup. At the evening meal, we
managed to serve roast lamb,
potatoes and peas, each person
approaching the serving hatch with
their plate to receive some food.
Waves were beginning to break on
the after-deck. Damage was being
done to the containers in our hold. A
lifeboat was smashed and ship’s
gangway washed overboard.

The Captain sent word to all on board
that we would have to turn the ship
as we were in a dangerous situation.

When Oceans Meet
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Marriages
October 2016

15th October Alan Victor Foxhall & Amanda Louise Brown
22nd October Nira Cyril Chamberlain & Jacqueline Jennifer Rhule-Martin
22nd October Iain Andrew White & Emma Rachel Nelson

The Encounter Bay weighed some
40,000 tons but the state of the sea
made it feel like a toy boat in a bath
tub. So, we were all instructed to
gather in the crew lounge and to sit on
the floor with our backs against the
wall. Our crew included four wives,
who helped us maintain a cheerful
banter to ease the tension. The
Captain turned the ship. As he did so,

we must have heeled over at least 30
degrees.

At last, the seas abated and the ship
could pick up speed in order to make
up for lost time. I think a few quiet
prayers were said by many on board
that day, including myself.

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. The photographs on the previous page were
taken on Remembrance Sunday, 13th November 2016 when, for the first time,
the local branch of the Royal British Legion joined the morning congregation
at St Nicolas’ Church for the annual Service of Remembrance. To see more
pictures of this event, visit davidashphotography.org and follow these links:
Galleries > Kings Norton > Parish Life > Remembrance Sunday 2016.



39Back page: Visitors from the Anglican Diocese of Bolivia at St Nicolas’ Church on 4th October 2016.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X7 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


