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Do you give things up for Lent? I have to confess
that this is an area in which I have not always
been particularly disciplined.  But this year, I think
I’ve found something which I both want and need
to give up, for my own peace of mind. I think the
time has come to live without The News.

I know. It’s important to try to be an informed
citizen; but I’ve run out of patience with those
brash media types who, without consulting me,
have decided what is worth my attention and my
anxiety. It’s time to detox, to switch off and step
back, to regain some perspective. For a few
weeks, I’m going to try to walk away from the
World’s Fair with its ludicrous clowns and its
pompous strong men, its shallow contortionists
and devious illusionists to seek wisdom outside
the circus.

This is Lent, after all. There are plenty of
opportunities to break with routine, to dig
deeper and to live more locally. Take our parish
Lent Courses, for example (pages 12, 35 & 45), or
perhaps one of the many opportunities listed in
our “What’s On” guide, some already flourishing,
some, like U3A (p.8), embryonic but full of
promise. There are people to feed (pp. 14 & 40)
and beaches to protect (p.42). In short, no
shortage of ways to share with others in building
up rather than breaking down, in constructing
bridges (and roofs) rather than walls and in
restoring a bit of faith in our shared humanity.

The Editor
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From the Rector
Giving Up Or Giving In?
In case you hadn't noticed,  March 1st this
year is also the beginning of the Christian
season of Lent, those 40 days when
Christians throughout the world either
give things up or take on extra prayers and
acts of charity, or all three.  In an era when
we are constantly being advised to adopt a
healthier lifestyle, Lent can seem quite
fashionable.

The origins of Lent are in the ancient
tradition of fasting, the practice of
abstaining from the daily necessities of life
for spiritual reasons. All the world's major
religions have fasting as part of their
spiritual disciplines, though practice varies.
Some religions fast between sunrise and
sunset, others require a total giving up for
a period of days, anywhere between 3 and
40, while others eat only special foods
during a time of fasting.

The practice of fasting has also been used
as a political protest. Hunger strikes have
been used by protestors in various
countries to draw attention to their cause.
Such hunger strikes are means of non-
violent protest against regimes or
injustice. Ghandi used them to great effect
during the struggle for India's
independence in the 1930s and 40s.

In a modern, consumer-driven society self-
denial of any sort is not encouraged;
rather, the emphasis is on consuming as
much as possible, as quickly as possible.
However, there is a cost to pay for

excessive consumption. We see it in the
illnesses brought on by unhealthy living;
in the financial debt incurred by those
who overspend; in the anxiety and stress
brought on by overwork and by defining
"success" solely by what people earn and
spend.

The financial crash of 2008 resulted in a
widespread disaffection with the way
money and power are being used and
misused in our world. Capitalism is being
questioned, the banks called to account
(just) and globalisation is suspect.  The
world faiths teach (if they do not always
practise) caution and moderation when it
comes to money and its power to distort
human relationships. The Christian Bible
teaches "The love of money is the root of
much evil". Note: it is not money itself
but the love, desire and the adoration of
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money and its power which are corrupting.
Religions promote modesty and self-
restraint in all things to counter the
tendency of our appetites to get the better
of us. Giving up is good for us, we know
this intuitively; but we live in a society
which constantly demands that we give in
to its enticements and temptations.

In ancient times, the world was seen in
simpler terms with communal life
revolving around thte home, the
marketplace and the temple, the three
places which featured most prominently in
daily life. Each was influenced by the other
and each provided a counter-balance to
the other’s power. Sabbath days were for
rest and worship, the Temple was where
the significant times in life like births,
marriages and deaths were celebrated;
and the Marketplace was where
commerce and industry were on display
and money was exchanged for goods.

This model of living has not broken down
entirely but has changed significantly. In
some rural communities the Church is still
the centre of much village activity and
there may still be a market day. In our
diverse, teeming cities the relationship
between home, work and places of
worship is now complex and extended

over many miles. It is argued that the
Marketplace (in the shape of shopping
centres and leisure complexes) has
become the centre of all urban life and
activity, and that homes are the place to
which we retreat to watch endless
programmes which, in subtle and not so
subtle ways, captivate us and drive us out
again as soon as possible to shop and
spend.

Maybe this Lent we could be encouraged
not just to give up a few minor
indulgences but to shop and spend less;
to look around our communities and see
where the consumerist society is
damaging people's lives. To consider how
we might make changes to encourage a
healthier lifestyle.  Ethical shopping is a
growing movement among thoughtful
consumers and various campaigns are
underway to promote a moral attitude to
where and how we spend our money.

However you choose to spend Lent,
remember the Church is always there
and is open to all; a place for
reconnecting with God and for nurturing
our inner life; a place of prayer and a
place of comfort.

Revd Larry Wright
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Funerals
January 2017 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

5th January Joanne Derrington 66 SN.Cr.LH
6th January Congress Davies 90 SN.Bu.CY
10th January Barbara Howard 90 SN.In.CY
10th January Maureen Diana Clarke 82 Cr.RH
11th January Rose Johnson 84 SN.Bu.CY
12th January Robert Francis Witcomb 67 SN.Bu.KN
18th January Bernard Garghan 84 SN.Cr.RH
19th January Margaret Annie Cookson 88 SN.Bu.BE
24th January Shirley Jeanette Price 81 SN.Cr.LH
25th January Eileen Anderson  Cr.LH
27th January Noah Jack Bravington (Stillborn)  SN.Bu.KN

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.



7

Hawkesley Pancakes!
That unmissable annual event, the Hawkesley Church Pancake Party, takes place
this year on Shrove Tuesday (of course), 28th February 2017. The doors open at
7.30 p.m, the evening will include a quiz and a charity collection will be taken.
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Massive Interest in U3A Launch

It is no exaggeration to say that we were
overwhelmed by the response to our
proposal for a new U3A Branch here in
Kings Norton. Overwhelmed by the
astonishing amount of interest, for which
we are grateful, and completely
overwhelmed by the sheer numbers
turning up for our launch meeting.

We apologise to everyone who we had to
turn away from the already overcrowded
hall, but we hope that most were at least
able to complete and submit their
questionnaire. The thirst for knowledge
and involvement by so many in Kings
Norton and District (the agreed name for
our venture) is very pleasing and we hope
to be much better organised in future.

Our Steering Group has been formed and
is working on the estimated annual
charge for membership, which is likely to
be in the region of £25. The cost of
interest groups meeting in members'
houses is usually nil, but if a larger venue
is needed, then the hiring costs will be
divided between the members of that
interest group.

This committee will also consider the
various suggestions which have been
(and still may be) submitted for the many

and varied interest groups: writing,
walking, knitting, languages, games,
antiques, art and many more.

Our next meeting will be informal and
will take place at 2.15 pm on Tuesday
4th April, again at St Joseph and St
Helen R.C. Church Hall, Station Road,
Cotteridge. B30 1JG. Here we will
collect any additional questionnaires
and will direct enquiries to tables where
individual Interest Groups can meet,
chat and begin to organise themselves,
with Steering Group guidance if
required. Refreshments will be
available.

If you missed the launch meeting, and
would like to be involved, please
contact me on

0121 458 6397

John Taylor

The launch on February 7th of a University of the Third Age (U3A) for Kings Norton,
previewed in the February 2017 edition of this magazine, generated a response
which astonished the organisers. Below, John Taylor provides an update.

To find out more, visit www.u3a.org.uk
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He was born in Ireland in November
1879. His father James senior, (who
originated from Ballyclare in County
Antrim) and his mother Maggie soon
decided to move to England and settled
in Kings Norton before the turn of the
century.

Officially listed as a "Commission agent,
hams & bacon", James senior was
basically a shop keeper. The 1901
census shows that he and his wife
Maggie along with James junior aged 21
and their three daughters (Esther, Ruby
and Effie) and a female servant, were
all living at Grove Avenue, (of which I
can find no trace now).

James went to Camp Hill Grammar
School. His first job was in an office, but
he soon realised he wanted much
more. He decided to study to be a
doctor, completing his degree at

Birmingham University and becoming
a house surgeon at one of the city's
leading hospitals.

Whilst he was fully committed to his

It's a long journey from being a bacon dealer's son in Kings Norton to having
a mountain named after you in Antarctica, but James McIlroy achieved it.
He truly earned his accolade, because he was ship's surgeon on one of the
most dramatic and dangerous voyages in the history of polar expeditions.

They Came From Kings Norton

James McIlroy
Surgeon and Arctic Explorer
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profession, he also developed an
incurable passion for travel. He left
Birmingham sometime before 1910 and
spent a number of years practising
overseas in Middle and Far Eastern
countries including Egypt and Japan. He
also worked on cruise ships in and
around the East Indies, serving as a
medical officer or ship's surgeon.

In 1914, James, not long returned from
working in the Malay States, was
relaxing in his London club, The
Devonshire, when he heard of an
opportunity to join the famous explorer
Ernest Shackleton on his Imperial
Trans-Antarctic Expedition. Shackleton
was looking for a second surgeon.
While he was being interviewed, James

tried desperately to hide his shaking
hands, a legacy of the malaria he had
contracted during his time in the Far
East. Shackleton did notice, but
nevertheless appointed him. It turned
out he was the only applicant!

Disaster struck the expedition when
its ship, Endurance, became trapped
in pack ice and was slowly crushed
before the shore parties could be
landed. The crew escaped by camping
on the sea ice until it disintegrated,
then by launching the lifeboats to
reach the desolate Elephant Island
and ultimately the inhabited island of
South Georgia, from where they could
return home. This latter exploit, a
stormy ocean voyage of 720 nautical
miles in tiny open boats, became
Shackleton's most famous
achievement.

In addition to his normal duties, James
was put in charge of a sled-dog team
after the crew abandoned ship. When
the crew reached Elephant Island, his
original role came into play when he
had to amputate a colleague's
gangrenous toes. Medical supplies
were very limited, so a tiny quantity of
salvaged chloroform was used as the
anesthetic. After the rescue of McIlroy
and his comrades, the physician was
awarded the Silver Polar Medal.

His adventures didn't end there, far
from it. He arrived back in England in
time to see action in France during the
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First World War and suffered serious
wounds in the dreadful third battle of
Ypres.

In peacetime, fully recovered, James
spent a short time as chief surgeon with
the P&O cruise line, but in 1921 he
couldn't resist another Shackleton
adventure, the "Quest" expedition back
to the South Polar region. However,
Shackleton died during this project and
James had finished his time as an
explorer.

He resumed his career with P&O, from
which he eventually retired. But
retirement wasn't for him, and he
joined the Clan Line. Although he was
too old for active service in World War
II, nevertheless he almost lost his life as
a result of the conflict. In October 1942
his liner, Oronsay, then acting as a
troopship, was torpedoed off the West
African coast. Most of the crew were
rescued by a British warship, but James
and several fellow crew members were
left adrift in an open boat for five days
before being rescued by a French ship,
and taken to Dakar in Senegal.

After the war, this remarkable man
remained a ship's surgeon well into his
late seventies. He died in Surrey in July

1968 at the age of 89. In 1990, the UK
Antarctic Place-Names Committee
named a peak after him. McIlroy Peak
rises to 745 metres (2,440 ft) west of
Husvik Harbour and 0.8 nautical miles
(1.5 km) south of Mount Barren,
South Georgia.

There's no record of our intrepid hero
ever returning to Kings Norton.
There's not much pack ice around
here.

Michael Kennedy

The story of James McIlroy and his fellow adventurers is currently being told at the Library
of Birmingham (cover photo) through “Enduring Eye”, an incredible photographic record
of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s exploration of the Antarctic aboard the Endurance from 1914-
1917. Entrance is free and the exhibition remains open until 22nd April 2017. The Editor.
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This year’s Lent Course, which will
meet in St Nicolas’ Church on
Wednesday evenings from 8th March
will be based on the remarkable film
The Way (2010) starring Martin
Sheen (The West Wing).

Sheen plays the part of Tom, an
American doctor who travels to
France to collect the body of his adult
son who has been killed in the
Pyrenees while walking the Camino
de Santiago (the Way of St James).

The Camino, which crosses Europe
and ends at the Spanish city of
Santiago de Compostella, was one of
the most important pilgrimage
routes in the Middle Ages and is still
very much in use. Over two hundred
thousand pilgrims travelled the
Camino in 2014, for example, most of
them on foot.

Many consider the experience a
spiritual adventure which helps them
to step out of the pressures of
modern existence and into another,
slower life where they can search,
sometimes with others on the
camino, sometimes alone, for new

meaning and direction.

In the course of this very moving
film, Tom decides to undertake the
pilgrimage himself in order to
honour his son’s desire to complete
the journey. What he is not
prepared for is the impact which the
journey will have on him.

You do not need to have watched
the film beforehand to take part in

Do Something Different This Lent
A Virtual Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostella
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the course, but if you would like to see it then please speak to me. I have two
copies on DVD. Alternatively, Amazon sells it for under £5. Extracts from the
film will also be shown at each session.

Our Lent Course lasts for five weeks. It follows the characters in the film and
their journey of inner transformation by looking at Biblical accounts and
images of salvation, past, present and future. Each week, we will address a
different question.

8th March - What are we saved from?

15th March - What are we saved for?

22nd March - Who can be saved?

29th March - What do we do to be saved?

5th April - How are we saved?

Our meetings will last from 8.00 pm - 9.00 pm on Wednesday evenings at St
Nicolas’ Church. You are welcome to come to all of the sessions, or just a
few. We very much hope you will join us.

Gail Rogers
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Foodbank News
Much of my work with the Foodank is
based at Hawkesley Church in the
"odd classroom" that is attached to
the Pastoral Centre down a very
strangely angled passage.

Before the Foodbank came into
existence, this room was made
available to both New Deal for
Communities and 3 Estates. It is a
wonderful sign of the understated
community support that Hawkesley
Church provides.

Worship on a Sunday and further
fellowship on a Tuesday (fortnightly
coffee mornings) underpin all that
goes on during the week including the
very active Girl Guiding groups

(Rainbows, Brownies and Guides)
and the Foodbank itself.

All of our activities seem to fit
together. There is plenty of good
grace if they don't quite dovetail:
crates are left in the porch to be
dealt with the following day.

The B30 Foodbank steering group
are very grateful to Hawkesley for
this response. Colleagues in other
foodbanks with shared
accommodation are not always
made so welcome by their
"landlords". Thank you Hawkesley
for your patience, donations and
prayers

Sylvia Fox
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Midweek Holy Communion During Lent
Ash Wednesday 1st March 2017

12.00 noon and 8.00 p.m.

(this service will also include the ancient rite of ashing)

Every Wednesday thereafter during Lent

12.00 noon

"In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words
without a heart." John Bunyan

"I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming
conviction that I had no where else to go. My own wisdom and that
of all about me seemed insufficient for that day." Abraham Lincoln

"If the only prayer you said was "thank you" that would be enough."
Meister Eckhart

"Forgive me my nonsense as I also forgive the nonsense of those who
think they talk sense." Robert Frost

"I talk to God but the sky is empty." Sylvia Plath

"The function of prayer is not to influence God, but rather to change
the nature of the one who prays." Søren Kierkegaard

Revd Larry Wright

Prayer : Some Quotations
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
The launch of our first ever What’s On
Guide to Kings Norton in last month’s
edition was more successful than we
could have hoped for. The response was
tremendous. All but about 30 of the 500
copies of the magazine had sold out by
the morning of the Farmers’ Market on
11th February, prompting us to increase
the circulation this month. We have
been receiving a steady trickle of emails
and letters, including additional items
for inclusion in our new Societies, Clubs
& Venues section. We have also had
several new enquiries about advertising.

We are learning as we go, and one of the
things that we have discovered we need
to clarify is the difference between an
advertisement and a listing.

For almost as long as it has been in
existence, the Parish Magazine has
carried paid advertising. The “ad” pages
of some of the older editions dating from
the early decades of the 20th Century
make fascinating reading. They paint a
picture of a thriving local economy,
particularly around The Green, where
shops and businesses catered for a much
wider range of needs than is the case
today. If you’ve lived here for a long
time, you may remember such local
names as Neville H Barton (“Radio &
Television, radio rentals from 2/-”), Colin
(“high-class gent’s hairdresser”), Harvey
(“the small store with the wide selection,
your attention is invited to our Corsetry
Houses”) or Jenkins & Jenkins
Photography (“85 The Green, telephone

Kings Norton 4229”). Dozens more like
this were printed every month.

I don’t think we have ever ceased to
carry adverts but, in recent years, their
range and variety has declined. Maybe
we are about to see a change in that
trend.  The “What’s On” guide, on the
other hand, is a recent innovation. We
are printing it here for only the second
time and all those organisations which
appear in it have been listed free of
charge.

Which brings me to my point. We need
to continue to advertise, especially as
costs are rising. Our policy is therefore
that we will continue to charge for
advertisements placed by local
businesses who seek to attract paying
customers. Rates are available from me
on request: (editor@kingsnorton.
org.uk).

Meanwhile, in the Societies, Clubs &
Venues section, we will print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by
local social or charitable groups,
together with their contact details and
a brief description of their aims.

If your club, association or community
group would like to add its contact
details and programme to these pages,
all you have to do is to drop Michael
Kennedy a line: michaelkennedy@
talk21.com.

The Editor
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Listed below are brief details and contact information for Kings Norton organisations and
locations that offer opportunities for local people to get together for events and/or to meet
people who have similar interests. Most hold regular or one-off events which appear in the
Events Diary section of this magazine (page 26). Every effort has been made to confirm the
accuracy of this information. We would be happy to correct any errors or omissions.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 624
3865/07887 5123982

FKNNR acts as an informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and
about the reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from
10.30 to 1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats
and to enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk.
Dates and meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nico-
las’ Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place, through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about Saint Nicolas' Place
and listings of Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00
for those not in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place
Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring

Societies, Clubs & Venues
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playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with organisa-
tions, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society Mike Bennett (Chairman) 0121 458 3893

We are a group of all ages, meeting once a month for social activities, normally with a light
supper. Meetings are usually held at the Kings Norton Tennis Club on the 4th Friday evening
of the month, but this may change depending on the event. Topics for our events embrace
a wide range of guest speakers, quizzes, treasure hunts and country rambles. Though our
origins go back to the Kings Norton Youth Fellowship, new members are always welcome.

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at St Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at St Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role
in enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.
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Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07831 775473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, John Taylor 0121 458 6397

See the article elsewhere in this edition. Next meeting: 2.15 pm on Tuesday 4th April at St
Joseph and St Helen Roman Catholic Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge. B30 1JG.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits.  Everyone with an interest is welcome
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including beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House
in Cotteridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

LIBRARY

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

Kings Norton Library has a wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including
community information and local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet
access. The Library organises a range of regular events including activities for children,
reading and writing groups and our regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisa-
tions hold events at the Library.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

St Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223

St Nicolas’ Place is hired by several organisations for regular events. Its current clients
include Cantare Choir, Rhythm Time, Slimming World, Illuminations Youth Theatre and a
range of exercise, Zumba, Pilates & dance classes.

There a number of other community centres within the parish that are also available for
hire. For details and current schedules of events, please see their respective websites or
Facebook pages.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.
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SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Active Parks www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council’s Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With Friends of Kings Norton Park, depending on the season, it offers a
range of local events ranging from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the car park at
Kings Norton Park.

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about
health and wellbeing.   It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A
Health Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every
Friday from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in
joining the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.

Kings Norton Bowling Club 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company,
a bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Golf Club, Brockhill Lane B48 7ED,  www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564
826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
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Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events.

Kings Norton Rugby Union Club, Hopwood Park, Ash Lane, B48 7BB,
www.pitchero.com/clubs/kingsnorton, 0121 443 3340

We play an active and important part in the local community, running three Senior Men's
teams including a Veterans’ side.  We also have a thriving junior section with facilities for
under-6’s through to under-16's. There is a growing girls’ rugby activity. We also have strong
links to local schools and colleges, providing sponsorship and coaching to their teams.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in the 1934, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

SPECIALIST MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Tuesday 28 February (Shrove Tuesday)
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends Meeting House, Cot-

teridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30 am -1.30 pm.

For venue see website.
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 1 March (Ash Wednesday)
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00 -3.00 pm: Armchair exer-

cise with Sue Hoi
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library 2.15 pm-4.00 pm
● Women’s World Day of Prayer service, St Nicolas’ Church 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8.00 -10.00 pm:

portrait evening
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Thursday 2 March
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place 2.00-3.00pm: Radio

Memories
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Friday 3 March
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Spring clean-up, KN Park car park 10.00 am
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library 2.15 – 2.45 pm

Saturday 4 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library 10.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green 10.30 am

Events Diary March 2017
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Tuesday 7 March
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30 pm. (For

venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club 7.30 pm: talk on Birming-

ham old and new

Wednesday 8 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30 – 11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00 - 3.00 pm: Quiz
● Kings Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club 7.00 for 7.30 pm: Quiz night
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Thursday 9 March
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30 pm

Friday 10 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am

Saturday 11 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place 10.00 am-

2.00 pm

Tuesday 14 March
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing

Fields car park 10.00 a.m.
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30 pm (For

venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.30 pm
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● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 15 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30 – 11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00 - 3.00pm:  Kevin Miles,

singer
● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8.00 - 10.00 pm:

audiovisual show
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Thursday 16 March
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00 pm:

one-board displays
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30 pm

Friday 17 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library 2.15 – 2.45 pm

Saturday 18 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green 10.30 am

Monday 20 March
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm: talk on “Behind the Scenes at the Antiques
Roadshow”.

Tuesday 21 March
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30pm (for

venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00 pm-4.00 pm: “Idle Women working on canals in the Second
World War”
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● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 22 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30 - 11.30 am
● Fairy Tales with Bournville Community Hub storytellers (for ages 2-5) 10.30-

11.30 am (free but book in advance)
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00 - 3.00 pm: Tina’s Fash-

ions and bingo
● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8.00 - 10.00 pm:

cityscape photography
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Thursday 23 March
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library 4.30 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30 pm

Friday 24 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am
● Talkabout@ Kings Norton Library: “The Shickles of Bordesley and New York:

Discovering a family”, talk by Mike Byrne 10.30 - 11.30 am
● Kings Norton Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.30pm

Saturday 25 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start
● Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British Water-

ways Meadow (see map on website) 10.30 am

Monday 27 March
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00 -

4.00 pm
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.30 pm: “The 2012 Portland

Vase”

Tuesday 28 March
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two mile gentle walk, meet Kings Norton Play-

ing Fields car park at 10.00 a.m
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
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● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30 pm (For
venue see website)

● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 29 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30 - 11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00 - 3.00 pm:  Palace Thea-

tre Redditch, Memory Lane
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library 2.15 - 4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8.00 - 10.00 pm:

Favourite photographs
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song  8.30 pm

Thursday 30 March
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library 4.30 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30 pm

Friday 31 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am

Saturday 1 April
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library 10.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green 10.30 am

To add your organisation’s events to our “What’s On” guide for April 2017,
contact Michael Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by midnight on
Friday 10th March. All listings are free of charge. To advertise in the pages of
this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash (editor@kingsnorton.org.uk).
Details of advertising charges are available on request.
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Events Diary March 2017

Monday
● Rainbows 5.30 pm
● Guides 7.00 pm
● Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
● Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
● Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of month)

Tuesday
● Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07

875 555 958)
● Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
● Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
● Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
● Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact SNP Office)
● FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703 754 900)
● Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30 pm (enquiries@beeches

martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00

pm
● Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
● Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
● Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm – 5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm-

7.00 pm (ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
● Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for children and young people 10.00

am-1.00 pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)
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Our application for Listed Building Consent
to re-cover the annexe roof at Saint Nicolas’
Place with terne coated steel has now been
submitted.

May I thank all those who have already
contributed to the fundraising appeal in
support of our efforts to pay for the
replacement of the annexe roof following
the many lead thefts of recent years.

As you will know from the November 2016
edition of this magazine, we are steadily
working towards the target figure of
£50,000 and I am very pleased to be able
to report that we have passed the 76%
mark with just over £38,000 raised!

Our architect has submitted the required
technical details as part of our application
for Listed Building Consent (LBC). This is
required as we plan to replace the existing
damaged lead roof of the modern annexe
with terne coated steel, thus removing
the opportunity for further criminal
damage and theft.

Although the annexe roof is modern,
because it is linked to our Historic Grade
One Listed Tudor Buildings the same
conservation protections apply. We hope
to gain consent before the summer so
that, providing we have met our funding
target, we can select appropriate
specialist contractors to undertake the

work later in the year.  All we can do now
is hope that consent is given and
continue to raise funds.

Please help us with a donation  if you
can. Just pick up a form from our
volunteers at Reception inside the main
entrance of Saint Nicolas’ Place or text
STNP38 (followed by your donation) to
70070.

I look forward to providing more
information later in the spring. Thank
you!

John Creswell

Voluntary Chair, Saint Nicolas’ Place
Community Interest Company

Saint Nicolas’ Place
Rooflessly Optimistic

On behalf of the Friends of Historic Kings Norton, KNPCC and SNP CIC.
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www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School
set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing

the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of
mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned and managed by

Kings Norton Parish church for all to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.  Marriage and
baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on Thursdays

from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

Worcester Cathedral Ringers
On Tuesday 14th March, St Nicolas’
Church will be welcoming the Worcester
Cathedral Ringers to attempt a full
length peal on the Kings Norton church
bells. Such an attempt has not been made
for almost two years and will involve
around three hours ringing if successful.

Worcester Cathedral rank as one of the
best bands nationally and we can
expect some excellent ringing on the
day, commencing from around 10 am.

Catherine Taylor

“To God be the glory great things He
has done”.

Words that came to mind as eight new
Readers were licensed for ministry in
their various parishes by the Bishop of
Aston, The Right Reverend Anne
Hollinghurst, in a packed St Philip’s
Cathedral  on Saturday 4th February (see
photo opposite).

A number of other Readers, myself
included, also had our licenses renewed,
a process which we have to go through

every three years from the age of 70. It
gives us the Bishop’s permission to
continue in our role as “lay” or non-
ordained ministers of the Church of
England, of which this parish has four.

Congratulations to all this year’s new
Readers. We wish each one God’s
continued gracious wisdom, guidance
and blessings in their ministry.

Fay Fearon

Reader & Assistant Warden of
Readers, Diocese of Birmingham

Readers - Growth & Renewal
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Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 11th March

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain

This year’s Confirmation service will be
presided over by Bishop Maurice Sinclair
on Sunday 14th May.  If you are
interested in Confirmation as the next
stage in your journey of faith, please talk
to any member of the Ministry Team.
Confirmation preparation will begin on
Thursday 30th March at 7.00 pm.

Meanwhile, our Wednesday morning
Open Bible sessions will be following the
Diocese of Norwich’s Lent course
“Praying Lent with the Saints” It will start
on Wednesday 1st March at 10.30 am.
Everyone is welcome to come and take
part. We meet at St Nicolas’ Church.

Pauline Weaver

An invitation to prepare for Lent &

Confirmation
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I am now in the sixth year of serving as
your Churchwarden and have decided
that the time is approaching for me to
retire from the role, to turn my
attention to my pastoral duties. I feel
that this is where my calling now lies.

I shall be announcing my retirement
officially at the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting (APCM) and hope
that a suitable replacement will be
found by that time. I will remain in
post until my replacement is sworn in
at the Archdeacon's Visitation shortly
after the APCM, after which I will be
happy to serve as a Deputy Warden in

order to cover services where
needed.

It has been a great honour to serve
as your Churchwarden and I will miss
it very much indeed. I thank you all
for your love and support during my
time in office. I would like to thank
Phil Burton, in particular, for his
amazing support and partnership in
the role  and also Jane Burton for
being so understanding and
supportive, especially during the
interregnum.

Anne Hughes

Anne Prepares To Step Down
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers to the art are particularly encouraged. If you are
interested in finding out what bell ringing is all about, we suggest you contact us in

advance so that we can arrange your welcome.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins



40

Our Lent Project this year at St Nicolas’
Church will support the Ifakara Bakery in
Tanzania through “Jars of Change”. For
many, this will be returning to a familiar
theme, but there is always more to learn
even if you are an old hand. Eugene and
Margaret Schellenberg will be with us at
the 10.30 am service at St Nicolas’
Church on February 26th to update us on
the project.

The bakery itself started some fifteen
years ago to meet a need identified by
malaria specialist doctors and the local
nuns. That need was malnutrition,
especially amongst the children. Bread
had more nourishment in it than the
locally-grown rice, but there was no local
bakery. Between the nuns, the village
and the family and friends of Dr David
Schellenberg, Ifakara Bakery was born.

It soon became self-funding, and then
the charity moved on to fund “free

bread”. The free bread was and is given
to hospital wards, orphanages,
kindergartens, the leprosarium and
anyone who could not afford to pay for
it.

Further projects such as irrigation, solar
energy schemes and study support
have grown from the seed of the bakery
and there are yet more new things to
discover too.

Ifakara itself is a small rural town in
south-central Tanzania, some 250 miles
south-west of Dar es Salaam, the
economic centre of Tanzania. Tanzania
is in East Africa, south of Kenya and
north of Malawi and Mozambique. It
has a coast on the Indian Ocean and
came into being in 1963 through the
fusion of Tanganyika and Zanzibar.

Please fill a jar or container with any
small change you can spare during Lent.
It is amazing how it soon adds up by the
time we all come together on Easter
Day.

Any foreign coins that creep in will be
kept for Christian Aid week, when they
can be pooled and made into
meaningful donations.

Sylvia Fox

So Much More Than Bread
Supporting the Ifakara Bakery
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The Women’s World Day of Prayer
On the first Friday of each March,
women from all around the
world gather together
and pray using words,
reading, prayers and
songs chosen by the
women of one chosen
country. This year, the
ladies of The
Philippines have
designed our service
in order to tell us
more about their islands, to
enable us to study, pray and
worship together and to share in

fellowship. Please join us at St
Anne’s Church, West Heath at

2.00 pm on Friday 3rd

March, or at 7.00 pm
at St Nicolas’ Church,
Kings Norton. Ladies
from all the churches
represented by
Churches Together in
B30 will be leading
the service, along
with colleagues from

West Heath and Longbridge
too. If you have never come
before, why not try it this year.
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When I asked my daughter what I should
write about this month she mischievously
said “poop”.  Well, I like nothing better
than a challenge even if it was a tongue-in-
cheek one. (She has asked me to point out
that was not her only suggestion and that
there were some serious ones too).

Seriously though, we both support Surfers
Against Sewage who campaign to keep our
seas and beaches safe and clean.  For me,
the coast is one of the most wonderful
examples of God's creation and one I love
to visit whenever I can.  We love visiting
the sea and often our holidays and
camping trips involve visits to the beach.

One of the campaigns that SAS run is to
encourage people to “think before they
flush” to avoid sewage-related debris
ending up on our beaches.  Amongst the
worst culprits are things like cotton buds
and wet wipes and I'm sure you can think
of others without my going into details.
These items don't break down quickly and
are small enough to slip through the
various filters in the sewage system. They
encourage us all to remember the 4 P's
when we flush: [Editor: If you’re easily
offended, look away now.] the only four
things you should flush down the toilet are
pee, poo, (toilet) paper and puke.  A
somewhat crude but effective way of
remembering what to do.

They are also one of the major
campaigners against marine plastic

pollution,
especially carrier
bags and single-
use plastic
bottles.  Did you
know that, in the
UK, 38.5 million plastic bottles and 59
million cans are used every day and that
only about half of them are recycled?
That's an outstanding number.  Sadly many
of these end up on our beaches and
marine litter is responsible for the death of
thousands of marine creatures and sea
birds every year.  Up to 159 plastic bottles
can be found for every mile of beach in the

The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker

On Sewage



43

UK and they can take up to 450 years to
break down.

One of the things they are campaigning for
is the introduction of a bottle deposit
scheme. Many of you may remember that
we used to have such a scheme on beer
bottles and on bottles from the “Corona
man”.  You may even have gone round
collecting up beer bottles and returning
them to the pub to collect the deposit
money.  It is one of the ways that is being
considered to help solve the problem.  The
other is encouraging us as consumers to
stop and think before we purchase, to
reduce the use of plastic bottles and also to
reuse and recycle the ones we do purchase.
It is certainly something I am trying to do
this year i.e. not to buy so many bottles of
water or fizzy drinks.  I'm trying to use my
distinctive purple bamboo coffee cup more
often (SAS branded as well), although it will
have tea in it, not coffee!

So, how can you help to protect our
coastline and our marine wildlife?  Think
about the plastic bottles you purchase. Do
you need them? Do you have a reusable
bottle you could use instead? Do you
always recycle the bottles you do buy?

Try to think before you flush and always
follow the 4 P's.  You might also like to think

about taking part in a beach clean when
you are on holiday.  There is a petition for
the introduction of the bottle deposit
which you can sign.  Find out more at
www.sas.org.uk.

Challenge tackled.  One article about
“poop”.

Pauline Weaver
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The MV Strathdoon entered the Gulf of
Aqaba via the Mediterranean. We had
cargo for Iraq which, at this time, was at
war with Iran. Access to Iraqi ports was
closed to all shipping. Cargo was
therefore diverted to Jordan where a
fleet of lorries drove it overland to the
interior of Iraq.

The Gulf was flanked by Israel on one side
and Saudi Arabia on the other. It is a deep
fjord-like stretch of water with barren
mountains on either side. The ship was
bound for the anchorage in Jordan’s port.
This was heavily congested and so we had
to drift out at sea until space became
available.

Two days after we arrived, we were still
drifting. The Captain suggested that we
should all have a Burns Night Party  on
deck and invited us to dress
appropriately. So we all made an effort.

Tartan scarves, tea towels, and so on
were found from somewhere. The Chief
Officer’s wife brought her cassette
player and attempted to organise some
Scottish reels.

As the night progressed, much fun was
had. The Chief Engineer’s kilt fell down;
so did the Second Cook’s, and he had a
lavatory brush for a sporran!

There we all were, dancing away, when
suddenly we were dazzled by a bright
white light and the roar of an engine.
We had been approached by an Israeli

A Bit of A Do
for Rabbie Burns

In this month’s episode, Kings
Norton’s favourite merchant
sailor and his crew almost start
a diplomatic incident with Israel
whilst adrift in fancy dress. You
couldn’t make this stuff up!



45

gunboat with armed sailors on deck and
they lost no time in sending us a boarding
party.

Our Officer of the Watch, who was in
uniform, had to convince their officer that
the kilted figure with a huge, home-made
Tam o’Shanter was indeed our Captain!

The Israeli was rather officious but his five
sailors were trying not to laugh. Without

our noticing, the Strathdoon had drifted
into Israeli territorial waters!

It all ended quite amicably. The Officer
of the Watch received a mild telling off
from our Captain. He had been too
absorbed in watching our antics to
check our position on the satnav! Heigh
ho! Another day at the office.

Eddie Matthews

The Hawkesley Home Group will be studying “Returning Home: Christian Faith
in Encounter with Other Faiths” from Churches Together at the following times
and places during Lent.

14th March  21 Rednal Road, Kings Norton from 2.00 to 3.15 pm.

28th March 18 Granshaw Close, Kings Norton from 2.00 to 3.15 pm.

11th April 14 Portway, Hawkesley, Kings Nortonfrom 2.00 to 3.15 pm.

To find out more, call Revd Jane Platt on 07 748 693 408.
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

A date for your diary. This year’s APCM will take place on Monday
24th April at 7.30 pm in Saint Nicolas’ Church, Kings Norton.
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