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This is a new departure, the first edition of
the Parish Magazine to feature a monthly
What’s On guide to events in this part of
Birmingham. As you can read on page 17, it
is the beginning of a new journey for the
magazine, one which I hope will, over time,
provide local residents with a
comprehensive guide to the many cultural
and social activities that Kings Norton has to
offer.

On behalf of you, our readers, can I welcome
to these pages the many organisations who
have accepted our invitation to publish their
events and contact details here.  And if you
know of other groups which would benefit
from the free publicity which we can offer,
please spread the word. We are particularly
keen to increase the number of places
where the magazine is sold locally. If you or
your business could help us to make the
magazine more widely  available, please get
in touch. Better still, if you would like to
write for us, especially about local people,
places, events and history, we’d love to
discuss your ideas.

Happy reading!

The Editor



4

From the Rector
Land of Hope and Glory
These opening words come from the
chorus familiar to those who listen to
the Last Night of the Proms and they
can still be heard at occasional sporting
events where an English national team
are playing. “Land of Hope and Glory,
Mother of the Free…” was seriously
considered as an English National
Anthem in the early part of the last
century as its patriotic theme and
nationalist fervour fitted well with the
height of the British Empire’s expansion
prior to the First World War.

The use of the term “land” in this song,
rather than say “country” or “nation”,
is significant. “Land” here is used to
evoke feelings of pride for the
geographical place that is England plus
English values and beliefs. It also
evokes associations with the soil and
the earth from which the English
identity is grown, an identity honed by
history and a collective sense of
destiny. “Land” signifies all that is great
about us, the song seems to be saying.
Most nations have similar cultural and
nationalistic attitudes towards their
land and its boundaries. The expansion
of national boundaries (taking
someone else’s land) and the
subsequent loss of land to another
country have been and remain a major

cause of controversy and conflict in
our world.

Land seems to be an essential aspect
of our identity and therefore anything
which degrades “our land” degrades
us, so the argument seems to go.  The
great and terrible wars of the last
century questioned the old attitudes
of patriotism as national pride
seemed so easily turned into a sense
of superiority and conceit. Since 1945
many new conflicts have been as a
result of controversies arising over
national borders set by post-war
treaties and the politics of the new
independent states emerging from
the former colonies.

For those who have no land of their
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own, it is a yearning ambition. For
those who have been forcibly removed
from their land, it is an exile. For those
who want more land, it is a cause for
political and military pride. It seems
that land and geography shape a
people and their culture in ways which
are multi-layered and ambiguous.

Our Jewish-Christian heritage began as
a tribal affiliation of landless people
seeking a place to settle and flourish
under divine inspiration, “The Promised
Land”.  The Hebrew people, as they
became known, were people on the
edge of great and mighty empires, to
whom they were prey.  The land of
Canaan had its fertile plains, but also its
wild and inhospitable wilderness
places. Both landscapes helped to forge
their identity and sense of destiny.
Their history suffered many changes of
fortune and, despite the grandeur and
comparatively economic stability of the
reigns of Saul, David and Solomon, the
threat of invasion was never far away.

In early English history, to be of the
landless peasant class meant you had

nowhere to call home and were
therefore required to wander from
place to place seeking temporary
work and shelter. They were known as
vagrants and were regarded with
suspicion and often treated with
hostility. We still have vagrants now
though they are known by other
names: the Homeless, Gypsies,
Refugees and Tramps. These new
vagrants are similarity treated with
suspicion and hostility by some.

The ongoing crisis in Israel/Palestine is
deeply influenced by notions of land,
nationalism and religion. Two nations
unable to find a mutually acceptable
and just means of sharing that land on
the Eastern Mediterranean between
the sea and the River Jordan where so
much of our Western history, culture
and religion have their origins. How
ironic we still refer to it as The Holy
Land. It has been said that unless
there is peace in Jerusalem, there will
be no peace in the Middle East and if
no peace in the Middle East then no
peace in the world. Whether this is
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true or not the land of Israel/Palestine
and the ancient city of Jerusalem carry
a burden of hope and expectation that
a settlement can be found and peace
will break out there, one day.

Land may shape our identity but we
must be careful not to become
obsessive about its meaning.
Boundaries, whether geographical or
personal, can be crossed without
possessive or hostile intent; we can
cross boundaries   for mutual co-

operation and to offer friendship.
Boundaries need not be seen as
borders to be protected at all costs
but as places where we meet our
neighbours, especially our neighbour
in need. If there is any hope and glory
in our land then let it be because we
desire to see that all flourish and that
none are left out of, or left behind
from, the benefits of our green and
pleasant land.

Revd Larry Wright

It is about 15 years since St Nicolas’ Church first replaced some of its traditional
wooden pews  with upholstered chairs. Many of them were donated in memory of
departed loved ones. The time has come to buy a few more. If you would like to help
us finance this purchase and, perhaps, wish to have a chair dedicated in memory of
somebody, we would like to hear from you. Each chair costs £85. Enquiries should
be addressed to Revd Larry Wright or Sylvia Fox via the Parish Office.

Are You Sitting Comfortably?
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Funerals
December 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

6th December Lillian Joan Hine 89 SN.Bu.CY
6th December Jean Irene Taylor 84 Sn.Bu.BE
8th December Janis Osis 94 In.CY
12th December Derek Roy Adey 67 Cr.RH
20th December Alfred Richard Harrison 91 Cr.LH
21st December Susan Hall 59 SN.Bu.KN
21st December Dilys Mary Cooke 84 Cr.RD
22nd December Edward Ernest Henry 86 SN.Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley
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A U3A For Kings Norton?

The University of the Third Age is a
nationwide organisation based on
local groups providing opportunities
for retired and semi-retired people
to come together and develop their
interests. It is not a university in the
traditional sense. We don’t study for
qualifications. We just enjoy taking
part and meeting people.

What do we mean by the Third Age?
It’s the time after you've finished
working or being semi-retired,
following your first age of childhood
dependence and your second age of
full-time work or parental
responsibility. This is when you can
pursue your interests at leisure and
really make the most of life.

It is all voluntary. Members share
their knowledge and experience with
others in interest groups, running
informal activity sessions covering a
wide range of subjects and activities.

There are learning opportunities,
outdoor pursuits, social events and
outings on offer at a typical U3A,
including anything from bridge to
gardening to theatre trips.

There are over 1,000 U3As
throughout the U.K. with more than
380,000 members, and it's growing
fast. There are no entrance
qualifications, set curriculum or
examinations, and study groups are
convened by members who
volunteer to pass on their valuable
knowledge to others. There is a
well-stocked resource centre at
U3A’s national office to support
anyone willing to convene a group.

A new U3A (University of the Third Age) for Kings Norton is in the
process of being established. The launch meeting will be held on
Tuesday 7 February (see details below). Here, John Taylor, one
of the local residents who are involved in the project, tells us
about the opportunities that a local U3A group would create.
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An almost limitless range of subjects
can be studied.  Some take up
subjects they haven't touched since
their schooldays. Many turn to
interests they have always wanted to
pursue but have never had the
opportunity. Learning a new subject
or brushing up on your existing
knowledge can rekindle your
curiosity and give you a new lease of
life.

Many people are interested in their
local area, where they may have lived
for many years. The U3A gives them
the chance to find out more about it.
This could include investigating local
history or geographical features. One
U3A group studied a nearby estuary,
while another looked at the history
of shopping in their town. Museums,
libraries and historical societies are
always happy to help with shared

learning projects involving the
whole U3A group or individuals who
may have a particular interest.

Sometimes members from
neighbouring U3As join forces to
investigate a major topic. Whether
you want to study the origins of
your town, find out about local rock
formations, or simply want to know
more about a street name, the U3A
can provide the opportunity to do
so.

Being creative is important to many
U3A members. Some make music,
others paint and draw. Drama is
popular as well as sculpture and
wood carving. Creative writing is a
favourite and a wide range of
handicrafts are practised. Knitting
and needlework often provide
items for local hospitals and
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charities and members enjoy passing
on these skills to young people.

Performing for other members or the
community is a well-supported U3A
activity, including everything from
playing music to reading poetry and
producing plays. Creating something
worthwhile is satisfying and gives
you a sense of achievement. And if
you can provide others with a work
of art to appreciate, a useful item or
an enjoyable performance, everyone
gains.

It's not all hard work being a U3A
member. There is plenty of time for
games, which are just as useful as

academic studies for keeping you
active and alert. Bridge is popular.
Scrabble, chess and mah jong are
favourites among the board games,
and there are groups for draughts,
Monopoly and Rummikub. There
may even be a snakes and ladders
group somewhere! All these games
can be played in people's homes
and everyone can enjoy them.
Games are great for U3A members
because they are very social
activities: you can chat with your
fellow players, develop new
friendships and feel that sense of
comradeship that comes with a
shared experience.

Physical activity is important to stay
fit and active, but it's much more
fun with other people who share
common interests. Indoors and
outdoors, U3A members get
involved in all sorts of sports, games
and exercises. They know that
keeping fit will help them to enjoy
life more. There are many U3A
walking groups who like to explore
the countryside at a leisurely pace.
Bowls and boules, ballroom
dancing, swimming and skittles are
also popular. Sports and other
physical pursuits also provide
opportunities for competitions
which can be organised among
neighbouring U3A groups or with
local enthusiasts.
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What  makes The University of the
Third Age different? To summarise, it
is a very exciting opportunity: an
informal, co-operative organisation
that draws on the strengths of all its
members.  It is unique because, as I
have said, there is no curriculum, no
entrance qualifications, no
examinations or certificates… not
even a campus (except for members’
homes and local meeting places).

Those of us who are developing the
U3A opportunity in the Kings Norton
area very much hope that this will

interest you and possibly your
friends. If so, we look forward to
welcoming you to our launch
meeting  on Tuesday  7th
February at 2.15 p.m. at St. Joseph
& St. Helen RC Church Hall, Station
Road, Cotteridge B30 1JG.

If you have any queries before that
meeting, or if you read this article
too late to attend (there will be
another one in March), please
contact me on 0121 458 6397.

John Taylor

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.

To find out more, visit www.u3a.org.uk
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Safeguarding
A Healthy Church Is A Growing Church

Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.  We all want our
churches to be safer for everyone,
particularly those who are more
vulnerable than others.  Safeguarding is
at the heart of the Gospel message: it is
about human well-being and
wholeness, empowerment and

enabling, freedom to question, living
free from fear; it is about support and
encouragement, choice and
independence, care and love.
Safeguarding is an essential part of
who we are and what we believe in;
so healthy practices need to be
embedded at every level of church life.

In recent years, British society has been forced to open its eyes to the risks that some of
us, particularly children and vulnerable adults, can encounter at the hands of those who
may wish others harm. In the process, the Government has put in place a range of
measures to protect people from what is often referred to as “abuse” and to promote the
welfare of all.

In many sectors, most notably in education, health care and the church, such measures
have become mandatory.  In other words, schools, health care facilities and churches,
among many other organisations, are now required by law to put in place safeguards
designed to minimise the likelihood of abuse being inflicted on anyone who uses their
services. These include “DBS checks” (formerly known as “CRB”)  but do not stop there.

In response to these changes, each Anglican Diocese now has a Bishop’s Safeguarding
Advisor (in Birmingham, Steph Haynes) whose job it is to ensure that all those who hold
positions of responsibility in the church, employees or volunteers, are suitably trained.
Such training is now a condition of leadership at any level, be it ordained or lay, within
the Church of England. Each parish must also have a Safeguarding Co-ordinator to whom
concerns can be passed. In this parish, it is Clare Dean (0121 459 6185,
clare@evzone.co.uk).

In the first of a series of articles on this topic, we have invited Claire Wesley, the
Safeguarding Training and Development Officer for the Diocese of Birmingham, to
introduce herself and to explain what she does.

The Editor



13

My role as the Safeguarding Training
and Development Officer for the
Anglican Diocese of Birmingham is to
help to support every church as it
strives to be a healthy church. A
healthy church needs skilled workers
and volunteers who can offer high-
quality care, support and activities to
enable it to flourish, so a major part of
my time is spent training everyone
from Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinators
to Church Wardens, from volunteers
with children and adults to members of
the Parochial Church Council.

Many start by being really reluctant to
spend an evening or a day attending
Safeguarding training,  but most of the
feedback we get is that they’re really
glad they came and that they feel more
confident by the end of the session in
knowing what to do if they’re worried
about something.  Training empowers
them, helps them to know they’re
doing a good job and boosts their self-
confidence.

I also offer advice and support to
churches to help implement policy,
good practice and safe recruitment
procedures and try to develop a range
of resources to help make life a little
easier for the local church. This year
we’ve developed A Small Guide to
Safeguarding, which tells you what to
do and who to tell if you’re worried.
Every volunteer should have one.
There’s also a big, bright colourful
poster for churches to display with
details of their Safeguarding Team.

Suggestions for other resources you
would like are always welcome.

I’m part of a Safeguarding Team that
can offer reassurance when you just
want to know whether you’re doing
something right. That might include
writing a policy, applying for a
criminal record check or working in
the safest way possible with children
and vulnerable adults. We’re also
here to help when you really need
advice and support because you think
someone might be being harmed.
Never be worried about picking up
the phone or emailing us. We’d much
rather you got in touch than that you
did nothing.

Claire Wesley

Safeguarding Training & Development
Officer, Diocese of Birmingham

0121 426 0432

clairew@cofebirmingham.com
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Foodbank News
The Trussell Trust recently shared with
all their teams an article written by
one of our co-workers in Hackney. Liza
Cucco wrote it for The New
Statesman on 8th October 2016. She is
the manager of the Hackney
Foodbank which serves
approximately the same number of
customers as the B30 Foodbank does.
The essence was speaking out against
those who judge others’ needs or
perceived poverty by looking at the
outward signs.

I quote, with permission, from that
article, as it explains far better than I
can and speaks for all foodbanks, not
just the one in Hackney.

“One of Hackney’s most successful
sons, Lord Sugar, spoke out on what
he sees as the absence of real
poverty in Britain today. Decrying
those who claim poverty yet own

mobile phones or microwaves, Lord
Sugar suggested ‘If you really want
to know what poor is like go and
live where I lived in Hackney as a
child, where you didn’t have a
shilling for the meter.’

“Shillings may now be obsolete, but
the problem of having no money
for the meter is not. Most of the
people using prepayment meters
are the poorest and the most
vulnerable. Recently, I met a low-
income woman stuck in a bedsit a
little larger that a double bed. Fitted
with a meter, the power to her
room can cost over £10 a week,
double what I pay on contract in my
three-bedroom flatshare and 14% of
the income of an average
jobseeker. She often can’t afford to
turn it on. Her story reflects what
we hear on a daily basis at the
foodbank I run in Hackney […]
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every day I meet people who prove
beyond doubt that poverty is still
very real in this community […] and
often we have to prepare parcels for
people whose choices are limited
due to an inability to pay for energy –
some foodbanks call them “kettle
boxes” and cold-boxes – containing
food that can be heated using only a
kettle, or worse still, just eaten cold.

“And indicators of wealth have
changed: the microwave Lord Sugar
mentioned was once a luxury. It can
now be a £15 item, so is the item of
choice if you can’t afford a full scale
oven. A smartphone can similarly be
regarded as sign of ‘non-poverty’,
but it is increasingly essential to have

some way of accessing the internet,
as so much of life is now managed
online, including job applications
and benefit registration. The best
deals for everything from tickets to
home fuel prices are often only
available online, and if you are on a
zero-hours contract, you want to
hear about the latest hours on offer
immediately, not the next day when
the library opens. Home broadband
is not possible for many living in
temporary or shared
accommodation. A smartphone is
no luxury, it is an essential piece of
kit, just as essential as the £15
microwave.”

Sylvia Fox
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What’s On In Kings Norton?

This edition marks a big step forward in
the life of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine and one which, as far as we
know, has not previously been
attempted.

Throughout its long existence, since at
least the early years of the 20th century,
the Magazine has recorded the life of the
parish of Kings Norton with a strong
focus on the church community. Fifty
years ago, for example, the 20 pages of
the February 1967 edition began, as
always, with the Vicar’s letter and then
reported on the flower rota,
forthcoming services, carol singing at
Christmas, money raised for missionary
societies, the activities of the thriving
Youth Fellowship, the meetings of the
Women’s Fellowship and so forth. There
were also, as now, several pages of
advertisements promoting a wide range
of local businesses.

We have no intention of losing that
focus, for the church remains strong and
active here and there is much to write
about; so much so, in fact, that we have
been able to fill an average of 40 pages
per month over recent years.

However, the more sharp-eyed amongst
our readers will have noticed that, about
three years ago, we added to the front
page of each issue the title “The
Magazine for Church & Community”.
Since then, those of us involved in the
production of the magazine have, with

varying degrees of success, been
seeking ways of making it more
reflective of and useful to the wider
community. Among the articles you
may have spotted are Michael
Kennedy’s excellent series on local
personalities entitled “They Came From
Kings Norton” and pieces ranging over
such topics as Kings Norton in wartime,
the Kings Norton Nature Reserve, local
homelessness, the Post Office on The
Green, the history of The Green itself,
our local canals, the Kings Norton
Festival and much more besides.

There remains a long way to go; but this
month, we are introducing a significant,
new initiative. Thanks largely to the
efforts of the indefatigable Michael
Kennedy and to the enthusiasm of a
number of local societies and interest
groups, we are delighted to be able to
provide Kings Norton with a platform
for what aspires to become a monthly
directory of what’s on in this corner of
Birmingham.

This is just a beginning. If your club,
association or community group would
like to add its contact details and
programme to these pages in the
months ahead, all you have to do is to
drop Michael a line at
michaelkennedy@talk21.com. He’d be
delighted to hear from you and he
won’t charge you a penny!

The Editor
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Listed below are brief details and contact information for Kings Norton organisations
and locations that offer opportunities for local people to get together for events
and/or to meet with people who have similar interests. Most hold regular or one-off
events which appear on the Events Diary section of this magazine (page 26). If you are
interested in becoming a member of any organisation listed, or in attending events, it
would in most cases be advisable to contact the relevant organisation beforehand.
Every effort has been made to confirm the accuracy of the information contained in
this guide and in the Events Diary. We would be happy to correct any errors or omis-
sions.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of
historic interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits
to places of historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on
the last Monday of the month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.
Membership is £12.50 per annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are
always welcome but a charge of £3 per talk is made.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 624
3865/07887 5123982

FKNNR acts as an informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improve-
ments in and about the reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the
Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to 1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to
increase biodiversity and habitats and to enhance its value for both people and
wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and meeting locations are on our
website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com,
St Nicolas’ Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collec-
tively as Saint Nicolas' Place, through membership subscription and events organ-
ised by the group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about
Saint Nicolas' Place and listings of Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership

Societies, Clubs & Venues
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is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for those not in full-time work. We also arrange guided
tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers
who come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its
neighbouring playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a
positive difference to the recreational experience of the people who use these
spaces, and we liaise with organisations, including the City Council, which organise
events in the parks.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society Mike Bennett (Chairman) 0121 458 3893

We are a group of all ages, meeting once a month for social activities, normally with
a light supper. Meetings are usually held at the Kings Norton Tennis Club on the 4th
Friday evening of the month, but this may change depending on the event. Topics
for our events embrace a wide range of guest speakers, quizzes, treasure hunts and
country rambles. Though our origins go back to the Kings Norton Youth Fellowship,
new members are always welcome.

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at St Nicolas’
Place every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish
Office 0121 458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from
2-3 pm at St Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a
unique role in enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to
campaign on issues that matter to them and their communities. To accommodate
the preferences of members, the Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon



20

and evening groups, each of which meets once a month at the Friends' Meeting
House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every
third Tuesday of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third
Monday of the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07831 775473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of
the month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former mem-
bers, or former Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact before-
hand.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced.
We meet  at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8pm-10pm
throughout the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of
events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre
Barker 07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term
time at the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10 am till 3 pm.

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk

A new U3A activity is being established in Kings Norton. The launch meeting will be
held on Tuesday 7 February at St Joseph & St Helen RC Church Hall, Station Road,
Cotteridge, B30 1JG at 2.15 pm. Anyone interested in the opportunity is invited to
attend.
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LIBRARY

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

Kings Norton  Library has a wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages
including community information and local history. There is also a meeting room for
hire and internet access. The Library organises a range of regular events including
activities for children, reading and writing groups and our regular coffee mornings.
A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

St Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223

St Nicolas’ Place is hired by several organisations for regular events. Its current
clients include Cantare Choir, Rhythm Time, Slimming World, Illuminations Youth
Theatre and a range of exercise, Zumba, Pilates & dance classes.

There a number of other community centres within the parish that are also availa-
ble for hire. For details and current schedules of events, please see their respective
websites or Facebook pages.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121
433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Active Parks www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012
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Active Parks, part of the City Council’s Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in
partnership with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free
physical activities across Birmingham parks. With Friends of Kings Norton Park,
depending on the season, it offers a range of local events ranging from jogging to
Tai Chi, normally meeting in the car park at Kings Norton Park.

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community
about health and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant
activities. A Health Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a
break, takes place every Friday from 10.30, beginning in the car park of Kings
Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining the group should contact walk leader
Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the
start of our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week.
For our current programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for
further details. For those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly
mini walks on Tuesdays of approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact
Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further information.

Kings Norton Bowling Club 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly
company, a bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk,
0121 458 2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare
occasions when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’
club nights. Membership fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts
for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Golf Club, Brockhill Lane B48 7ED,  www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk,
01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of
beautiful parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short
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course, putting green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are wel-
come. Our impressive Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular
venue for weddings, private parties and marketing events.

Kings Norton Rugby Union Club, Hopwood Park, Ash Lane, B48 7BB,
www.pitchero.com/clubs/kingsnorton, 0121 443 3340

We play an active and important part in the local community, running three Senior
Men's teams including a Veterans’ side.  We also have a thriving junior section with
facilities for under-6’s through to under-16's. There is a growing girls’ rugby activity.
We also have strong links to local schools and colleges, providing sponsorship and
coaching to their teams.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504
676766

Formed in Kings Norton in the 1934, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with
interests ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some
members take part in trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thurs-
days at the Woodbourne Sports and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from
8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving programme of social activities.

SPECIALIST MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486
1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring
music to suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have
Rea River Roots  and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our
website for information on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the
closure of the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly
environment, covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of
musical genres, from acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our
website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Tuesday 31 January
· Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends Meeting House,

Cotteridge 10am-3pm
· Funday Tuesday for babies &  under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30
· Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30pm.

For venue see website.
· Creative Writing Group: Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.30pm

Wednesday 1 February
· Coffee morning Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30am
· Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1-3pm: Armchair exer-

cise  & Beetle Drive
· Local History Group, Kings Norton Library 2.15pm-4.00pm
· Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8-10pm:

NTA presentation
· Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30pm

Thursday 2 February
· Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1-3pm
· Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas' Place 2-3pm : Armchair

exercises with Sue Weaver
· Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood,

8pm
· Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30pm

Friday 3 February
· Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30am
· Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library 2.15pm – 2.45pm

Saturday 4 February
· Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library 10.30
· Active Parks: Tai Chi (free event for all), 1.30 pm, Kings Norton Park car

park

Events Diary February 2017
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Tuesday 7 February
· Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge 10am-3pm
· Funday Tuesday for babies &  under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30

11.30
· Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30pm.

For venue see website.
· Creative Writing Group: Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.30pm
· NEW U3A for Kings Norton: launch meeting, St Joseph & St Helen RC

Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge B30 1JG, 2.30pm

Wednesday 8 February
· Coffee morning Kings Norton Library 10.30 – 11.30
· Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1-3pm: with children

from Fairway
· Kings Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club 7.00 for 7.30 pm
· Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30pm

Thursday 9 February
· Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1-3pm
· Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earslwood,

8pm
· Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30pm

Friday 10 February
· Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30am

Saturday 11 February
· Farmers’ Market, The Green, 11am-2pm
· Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place

11am-2pm
· Active Parks: Tai Chi (free event for all), 1.30 pm, Kings Norton Park car

park

Tuesday 14 February
· South Birmingham Ramblers: 2 mile gentle walk, meet Kings Norton

Playing Fields car park 10.a.m.
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· Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends Meeting House,
Cotteridge 10am-3pm

· Funday Tuesday for babies &  under 5s : Kings Norton Library 10.30-1.30
· Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30pm.

For venue see website
· Creative Writing Group: Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.30pm

Wednesday 15 February
· Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30 – 11.30am
· Kings Norton Seniors Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1-3pm: Outing to Stour-

port Manor
· Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8-

10pm:MCPF display of work
· Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30pm

Thursday 16 February
· Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1-3pm
· Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood,

8pm
· Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30pm

Friday 17 February
· Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30am
· Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library 2.15pm – 2.45pm

Saturday 18 February
· Active Parks: Tai Chi (free event for all)  1.30 pm, Kings Norton Park car

park

Monday 20 February
· Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends Meeting

House, Cotteridge 7.00pm for 7.30pm: talk on ‘Yachting around Britain’

Tuesday 21 February
· Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge 10am-3pm
· Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 1030-1.30pm.

For venue see website
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· Funday Tuesday for babies &  under 5s : Kings Norton Library 10.30
111.30am

· Creative Writing Group: Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.30pm
· Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting

House, Cotteridge, 2pm-4pm: Zara Quli, Anawim Women’s Refuge

Wednesday 22 February
· Coffee morning,  Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30am
· Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1-3pm:Talk by David

Berry
· Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8-10pm:

Club competition
· Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30pm

Thursday 23 February
· Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1-3pm
· NEW Special family event, Kings Norton Library 2.30-3.30pm: perform-

ance by children’s poet AF Harrold (grandparents especially welcome)
· Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library 4.30pm
· Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood,

8pm
· Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30pm

Friday 24 February
· Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30am
· NEW ‘Talkabout @ Kings Norton Library’ (new monthly event for all)

2.30-3.30pm: Guy McElveny, author of ‘The Stranger at the Window’.

Saturday 25 February
· Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British Wa-

terways Meadow (see map on website) 10.30am
· Active Parks: Tai Chi (free event for all), 1.30pm, Kings Norton Park car

park

Sunday 26 February
· Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve Community Litter Pick, meet

Burman Drive (opposite Wychall Park Grove, see map on website) 10.30
am. Everybody welcome.
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Monday 27 February
· Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.30 pm: ‘Birmingham

Canal Navigations’

Tuesday 28 February
· South Birmingham Ramblers: 2 mile gentle walk, meet Kings Norton

Playing Fields car park at 10.00a.m
· Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 10am-3pm
· Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve tidy-up session 10.30-1.30pm.

For venue see website
· Funday Tuesday for babies &  under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30
· Creative Writing Group: Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.30pm

Wednesday 1 March
· Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30am
· Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1-3pm: Armchair exer-

cise with Sue
· Local History Group: Kings Norton Library 2.15-4.00 pm
· Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8-10pm:

portrait evening
· Rea River Roots, Tower of Song  8.30pm

Thursday 2 March
· Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood,

8pm
· Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song  8.30pm

Friday 3 March
· Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30am

To add your organisation’s events to our “What’s On” guide for March 2017,
contact Michael Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by midnight on
Friday 10th February. All listings are free of charge. To advertise in the pages
of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash (editor@kingsnorton.org.uk).
Details of advertising charges are available on request.
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Events Diary

Monday
· Rainbows 5.30 pm
· Guides 7 pm
· Zumba 7 pm (contact Verity 07966 690476)
· Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (contact Rebecca 07803

900154)
· Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm  (last Monday of month)

Tuesday
· Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am or 5.00 pm – 7pm  (contact Nicola

07875 555958)
· Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30pm (contact Vicky 447 7632)
· Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (contact Jan Davies 476 1301)
· Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
· Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
· Seniors’ Club 1pm-3pm (Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
· FSK Karate 4.30pm – 6.00 pm (07703 754900)
· Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30 pm (enquiries@beeches

martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
· Women’s Fellowship (first Thursday of month) 2-3 pm
· Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
· Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline Austin 07773 782463)

Friday
· Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 – 5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30- 7.00 pm

(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07766 724834)

Saturday
· Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for children and young people 10.00 am-

1.00 pm (Donna 07788 528504)
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A local resident opened her front
door recently and had something of a
surprise. Sitting on her doormat were
three trophies, with no note of
explanation.

A faint bell did ring in her mind.
Some months before, a passing
acquaintance had mentioned that
she was leaving the parish, and was
wondering what to do with various
oddments that she didn't want to
take with her. Not quite sure what
to do, the bemused recipient
brought the trophies down to St
Nicolas’ Place, where they now sit
rather disconsolately in a back
room. The Parish Magazine has
been invited to step in and help
solve the mystery. We hope our
readers can help.

There are plenty of clues. One of the
cups, about nine inches high, carries
the engraving "Kings Norton Mop",
and underneath the words "Tonks
Bros Cup". Around its base, in the
time-honoured way, are small
shields engraved as follows

1980 Sarah Brown
1981 Kevin John Cleaver
1986 Jenna Marie Anderson
1987 Paul Daniel Whitehead
1988 Harriet Faye Hodson
1989 Amy Louise Anderson
1990 Jack Joseph Healey

Clearly not a cup for beauty, unless
there were some especially
appealing men in the parish! But
what is/was it for?

A better bet for a beauty award is
the second trophy, of a similar
height and style. This one is again
inscribed "Kings Norton Mop", this
time with the words "W Henshaw
Cup" underneath. On the base are
once again annual shields, all of
which carry female names:

1980 Tiffany Jones
1981 Lisa Clark
1983 Ashleigh Evans
1984 & 1985 Charlotte Eve Hodson
1988 Claire Sheard

Can you help us solve the
 ?
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1989 Rebecca Lucy Robertson

For many years, the Mop Committee
elected a "Mop Queen". Are these
the names of the holders of that
unique accolade? Are you one of
them, or do you know someone
who is?

The third cup, appropriately, is
rather smaller than the other two.
About four inches high, it carries the
legend "KNRT (obviously Kings
Norton Round Table), then "MOP
1988" and "Baby Show". But
frustratingly, there's no name. Were
you that beautiful baby?

It's interesting that the each of

these trophies seem to have been
last presented around the end of
the 1980s, because it was then that
there was fundamental change in
the nature of the Kings Norton
Mop.

Anyone visiting the Mop over the
last 25 years ago will probably not
be aware that it was for many
years one of Kings Norton's most
significant and popular social
occasions. Now it's just a whirl of
ever more dramatic fairground
rides, catch-a-duck stalls and vans
selling candy floss and hot dogs.
But for nearly forty years it carried
a real local identity.

Photo: Kings Norton Mop 1963 Baby Show. Phyllis Nicklin / Univ. Of Birmingham / Brumpic.
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The traditional Mop Fair had been
abandoned in 1919, and started
again in 1953 when local traders
around The Green decided to revive
it to mark the Coronation. For many
years, the Mop was managed by this
group, supported from the 1960s by
the local Round Table organisation.
They dealt with the fairground
providers, then as now called the
Showmen's Guild, to create a
gentler, rather more sedate and, for
those who remember, a much more
charming occasion which lasted
until the late 1980s.

By all accounts, in its heyday the
Mop did have the sorts of
competitions for local people that
were the hallmark of local fêtes and
carnivals around the country: a Mop
Queen, a “most beautiful baby” and
so on.

The three way combination of
organisers worked in harmony for
many years. But as the 90's dawned,
unfortunately that local
commitment quickly ebbed away,
leaving the Showmen's Guild as the
sole factholder, responsible then
and now for liaising with the city
council for permission to hold the
event.

People who weren't here in the
Mop's heyday as a social event

every October will be even more
surprised to know that, every July
for at least ten years, there was
also the Kings Norton Carnival, full
of parades, marching bands and
local stalls, taking place on the
Playing Fields. Again at the end of
the 1980s the local motivation
rapidly died away, so that one year
it was there, the next year there
was nothing!

There are books to write about
why that motivation disappeared
so quickly. All we're trying to do
here is to solve our trophy teaser.
Can you help fill in the gaps in our
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knowledge? If so, please drop a line
to The Editor. What are the
trophies? Who were the companies
that sponsored them? What were
they for? Have they been lost,
deliberately or otherwise? And if
you were one of the winners, and

you'd like to have back the trophy
of which you were once so proud,
let us know. They all need a good
polish!

Michael Kennedy
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These photographs of the Kings Norton Mop Fair and the one on p.43
were taken in 1963 and 1965 by Phyllis Nicklin. They are reproduced
here with the kind permission of the University of Birmingham & Brumpic.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM
�
Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers to the art are particularly encouraged. If you are
interested in finding out what bell ringing is all about, we suggest you contact us in

advance so that we can arrange your welcome.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467
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Jill Saward, a sexual assault
campaigner for 30 years, died aged 51
following a stroke on 5th January
2016, the Feast of the Epiphany. She
was a heroic, courageous and
remarkable woman beyond anything
any tribute could convey.

In 1986, at her father's vicarage of St.
Mary's, Ealing, she was sexually
assaulted and raped by two men
armed with knives during a burglary at
her home. Her father, The Reverend
Canon Michael Saward, who is also a
well-known hymn writer, and her then
boyfriend were severely beaten. To
heap more pain on Ms. Saward the
judge, Mr. Justice Leonard, gave
substantially shorter sentences for
the offences against her, compared to
a third man convicted of burglary
only, saying that her trauma “had not
been so great.” He apologized for this
later in his life.

The outrage which followed these
remarks spurred Jill on to become the
first rape victim in the United
Kingdom to waive her anonymity. She
went on to use her public profile to
campaign for the victims of sexual

violence, effecting major changes in
the law.

Jill suffered from severe post-
traumatic stress and attempted
suicide three times. By speaking out
about her ordeal and the effect on
her life afterwards she committed to
help tighten rape laws and for
victims of sexual assault to receive
better support. Her autobiography,
Rape, My Story, was published in
1990. Four years later, she set up a

Jill Saward
A tribute to a heroic, courageous and remarkable woman.

Photo: Jill Saward in 2008. Source: Wikipedia. Author: Sawardstone Media.
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help group for victims and their
families and also became a counsellor.
Changes effected in law following her
campaigning include the barring of
accused rapists from cross-examining
their victims while representing
themselves in court.

Jill never lost her Christian faith. She
believed that forgiveness was “very
important. They'd destroyed enough,
I didn't want them to destroy anything
else. Forgiveness gave me that
liberation, that freedom to move on,”
she said.

In 2004, Jill told the BBC that she had
come to terms with her public profile.
'''Ealing vicarage rape victim' - that's
been my tag for 18 years … I make no
complaint about this tag as it has
enabled me to challenge politicians
and work for change. I've been on
television and radio many times to
talk about the serious subjects of rape
and forgiveness.''

In 2012 she welcomed proposals for
tougher sentences for sex offence
offenders and in 2015 she called a
suggestion from MP's that sex crime
suspects should be granted
anonymity “insulting”.

The charity Rape Crisis called her “a
good friend and valued supporter for
three decades, campaigning tirelessly
for victims and survivors of sexual
violence, able to step outside her own

harrowing experience to highlight
their needs and rights. She was
courageous, pioneering and an
inspiration - she will be sorely
missed.”

Archbishop Justin Welby tweeted
when he heard the news, “Sorrowed
to hear of the death of Jill Saward
(Drake), heroic and remarkable
campaigner for the victims of rape.”
He sent his sympathies and prayers
to her husband Gavin, her three sons
and wider family. Jill requested that
her organs be donated to help
others.

Jill Saward made the journey from
victim to survivor to campaigner.
This prayer of St. Gertrude of Van
Ooten of Delft who died in 1358, also
on the Feast of the Epiphany, is for
all the broken-spirited and victims of
assault and abuse:

Lord of the wild wind, will you bless
my body with calm and patience,

Will you take away the wounds of
abuse,

Will you take away the pain of my
heart breaking,

Will you take me to the place of
moving towards the light that breaks
in the East?

Thelma Mitchell

Jill Saward
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What is the first thing that you think
of when you hear the word snow?
Traffic chaos, falling over, how to get
to work there are a myriad practical
considerations that come to mind.
Snow is usually greeted with
excitement by children, seen as an
inconvenience by adults and dreaded
by older people.   We have just had
the first snow of the year and as I was
watching a group of children playing
in the snow in the school playground
someone asked me “When do we
change? I used to love the snow, but
I don’t anymore.  I wonder when that
changed”

It struck me as a very good question.
When do we change from childhood
to adulthood? And it really made me
stop and think, particularly about my
own response to snow.

Seeing those first flakes falling will
get a room full of children squealing
and rushing to look out of the
window moving from calm to over-
excited in the time it takes a
snowflake to fall.  Even as adults,
there is a flurry of excitement as we
tell each other it is snowing or dash
to social media to announce to the

world that it is
snowing (to
people who
already know
that it is
snowing. It’s a strange world!)

But as adults we then see all the
practical implications. Will the
schools be closed? How will I get to
work? Will the roads be slippery?
What if I fall over? Where have I put
my gloves, boots, shovel, carpet
pieces, rope and so on?

The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker

Let It Snow!
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Children are much better at being in
the moment and greeting the snow
with joy, awe, wonder and fun.  I
watched one little girl just standing
still and watching the snow fall, trying
to catch a snowflake in her hand to
look at it.  Another had abandoned
hat and gloves and was twirling round
and round letting the snow fall in her
hair and giggling with delight. Others
were finding just enough snow to
make snowballs and taking great
delight in throwing them at their
friends.

Perhaps sometimes we too need to
forget the practical and just enjoy the
moment.  Would it hurt to stand and
watch the snow and marvel at its
beauty or to feel it fall on our faces?
Even if it is just for a few moments, let
us capture the child within us again.
Maybe join in with the snowballs or
make a snowman or go sledging or
twirl around.  That’s certainly what I
plan to do next time it snows.  To
enjoy it.  Not to be grumpy about it or
to moan about the inconvenience

(yes, I did both of those things this
time).  Next time I am going to twirl
and throw snowballs. You have been
warned. There is time enough to be
an adult.

Pauline Weaver

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 11th February

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate
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There was a period in the 1960s when
the liner S.S. Canberra would carry
emigrants to Australia for the sum of
£10 per person, subsidised by the
Australian government in a bid to
increase the population. I remember
one voyage during which the tourist
class was full to capacity with almost a
thousand souls including 400 children.
Canberra would proceed via the Suez
Canal and down the Red Sea, making
a stop at Aden (Yemen) to take on
fuel. The next stop would be Australia.
Many of the passengers had never
been further south than Scarborough.

I was a steward in the Alice Springs
pool bar. We were kept busy as the
passengers sunbathed on deck. I’m
afraid that grey flannel trousers,
braces and thick cotton shirts were
not suitable apparel for tropical
weather and exposing very white
English bodies to the blazing sun was
not at all healthy.

So I would warn the passengers that
the sun could be dangerous. To no
avail, however. Many got quite badly

sunburnt and quite a few suffered
from stomach problems.

I was questioned one day by a
passenger who said, “None of you
lads seem to get sick,” We just
smiled.

Well, the ship’s doctor made a
broadcast on the tannoy system to
explain that they were eating too
much unhealthy food. He explained
that sunbathing after a full English
breakfast was one example. More
light food and salads should be
eaten. I passed through the ship’s
galley at lunchtime and the
restaurant stewards were in a long

The Tenner Tourists
Our regular maritime columnist
Eddie Matthews reports from behind
the bar on the S.S.Canberra.



45

queue shouting for more salads. The
Chief Chef of the tourist galley was
“throwing a wobbly” and ended up
pelting the poor waiters with some
whole lettuces! He also called the
ship’s doctor some unprintable names.

Now, back to Aden, a hot, fly-blown
desert port where ships could refuel
and where a small town of shops run
by Arab traders was booming.
Passengers would stream ashore to
shop for duty-free goods. Radios,
cassette players, toys and imitation
branded clothing were all on sale.

After leaving for Aden for Australia,
we all knew that a big change was
going to occur. There would be no
more drinks orders for Pimms or
cocktails. The passengers would start
to order orange squash or, perhaps,

half a lager. Basically, many of them
had spent all they had. It was not
unusual for them to ask for credit for
drinks or for one passenger to lend
cash to another. So many would
arrive in Australia unable to make a
good start financially. Most would
have to make the best of their new
lives.

Often, on departure from Australia,
ports would swarm with people,
some of whom came along just to
feel nostalgic and to experience a
link with the UK.  Of course, there are
no armchair passengers to Australia.
One has to have a trade or a
profession, to be financially solvent
and to undergo a long rigmarole in
order to emigrate.

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

The Giant Christmas Card, which was signed by so
many at St Nicolas’ Church last December, raised
£176.33 for Leprosy Mission.

The card was made with footprints, creating a “26 foot”
high tree plus two more to form the star on the top.
The money raised will pay for 17 pairs of orthopaedic
sandals for leprosy patients. Thank you all very much.



47Back page: St Nicolas’ Church annual Christingle Service in support of the Children’s Society, 8 Jan 2017.
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