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www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School
set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing

the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of
mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned and managed by

Kings Norton Parish church for all to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and

training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are welcome
to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit
or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.  Marriage and baptism enquiries
are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

Cover photo: Kings Norton Post Office on The Green (see page 8).
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publication to:
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Items for inclusion in the June
2017 edition must reach the
Editor by midnight on Friday 12th
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Among the files which have come my way since
I have been editing this magazine is a wonderful
old photo which must have been taken in about
1918. I’ve printed it at the top of this column
simply because I can’t find space elsewhere in
this unusually full edition. It shows a group of
Kings Norton residents  gathered on The Green
to celebrate something, quite possibly the end of
the First World War. One man, clutching a beer
glass, sits in a wheelbarrow adorned with the
Union Jack while villagers in their Sunday Best,
many of them children, gather around to be
photographed. How do we know this happened
on The Green? Because in the background you
can see the familiar outline of what is now Kings
Norton Post Office.

Oakland House, to give it its original name, may
not have stood for as long as Saint Nicolas’ Place
(built in 1492) but, like its ancient neighbour, it
continues to serve its community whilst
changing to meet the needs of the times (see
page 8).  On the other side of The Green, the
pattern is repeated as the listed but long-
neglected Co-operative Hall receives a new lease
of life (page 34). Just two of the stories of
endings and beginnings, comings and goings,
change and challenge which you will find in
these pages. And since there is no growth
without change, there is a great deal here to be
thankful for.

The Editor
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From the Rector

No News Is Good News
It’s one of those homely sayings which
usually mean we are not sure what is
happening about someone or
something but, until we hear to the
contrary, assume that everything is
alright. It reminds us not to worry
unnecessarily about matters we
cannot change or control and instead
to practise patience, to trust that all
will turn out well.

During Lent this year I have been
practising my own version of “no news
is good news”. I have cut down
considerably on the amount of news
watched, listened to or read in the
national and international media.
Normally I spend time each day trying
to understand what is happening in
our world and keeping abreast of
current affairs. It is a priority and it
also informs my prayer life; after all, if
this is God’s world then what is
happening to God’s creation matters.
However, the way so much of our
news is conveyed by the media is
filtered through what they think is
acceptable to their audiences.  The
general rule seems to be:  bad,
horrifying, scary or sensational news
gets most reactions so therefore
emphasise what is bad, horrifying,

scary or sensational. Which means
that news which is good, uplifting,
reassuring and everyday is of no
interest to the media, unless it’s a
small item underneath the tidal
wave of bad news. No news (coming
to us daily) is good news.

The American novelist Barbara
Kingsolver wrote an essay some
years ago about why she and her
family agreed to stop watching any
television news for a year. She
reasoned that experiencing a daily
news diet of war, murder, violence
and depravity was affecting the well-
being of their family, that their
emotional and mental health was
being compromised. She explained
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that it is unnatural for human beings
to experience daily traumas
personally; even in war there are quiet
times and periods of near-normality.
Yet we choose to inflict on ourselves
graphic images of other people’s
suffering by inviting them into our
homes in vivid colours and on large
screens. She predicted that cameras
would get closer and closer to scenes
of human suffering and that pictures
would become more graphic as news
agencies competed to capture the
most shocking scenes; this was before
the revolution brought about by social
media. Was she right?

History has proved that the news
media, particularly visual news, can
have a profound effect upon our
attitude for the good:  pictures of
starving children in a famine zone, a
picture of the drowned refugee child
on a beach, a video of police officers
using excessive force against
individuals or peaceful protestors, or a
young women being lashed (or worse)
in a country with strict adultery laws

and punishments, all these images
have affected public opinion and
have caused many to react with
compassion or anger and to demand
change in some way. These images
have stirred the conscience; and
therefore some bad news can be
turned into good news if it leads to
positive action.

However, so much of what we see
and hear leaves us feeling
despairing, powerless and unable to
bring about positive change and this
can lead us to feel despondent or
desensitised, both of which are
negative reactions. So conditioned
are we now to expect bad news each
day from somewhere in the world
that we  can undervalue or overlook
the many acts of goodness,
sympathy, selflessness, charity,
kindness and compassion which are
happening all over the world every
day. After all if every corner of the
world was dominated by evil,
wickedness and depravity our
streets would all look like war zones.
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By reducing the amount of (bad)
news I have been digesting and by
counter-balancing it with stories of
goodness, human endeavour and
compassion I feel generally more
positive about the world and its
future.

Jesus had a lot to say about the dan-
gers of excessive worry and fearful-
ness. Fear is one of the great enemies
of human flourishing. It has many
guises and can infect us all. Govern-
ments can trade on fear as a means of
holding power; individuals can use
fear to control those around them.
Fear is a form of bondage.

Jesus once said, “The truth will set
you free.”  One liberating truth is to
recognise that the world is not as bad
as the news media present it. Human
life and the earth we inhabit (God’s
Creation) are under a guiding force
greater than anything we can imagine
or understand and we must trust that
this guiding power is with us and not
against us. In the Christian scriptures
we read of the Good News of what
God has done and is doing in the lives
of many. Some news will always be
good news.

Revd Larry Wright

Some good news about coastal pollution

If you read our article in the March
edition  about Surfers Against Sewage
and you share the writer’s concern about
the pollution of our coastline, the
following news should bring a smile to
your face. Among the solutions proposed
in the article was the return of bottle
deposit schemes. Since the article was
published, the campaigning group 38
Degrees has put out this announcement.

“Today Coca-Cola have performed a
dramatic and unexpected U-turn,
publicly coming out in support of
deposit return systems for the UK.  This
is fantastic news for the campaign!

“Adding to this great news, earlier this

week, the CEO of Suez, one of the UK's
largest waste collection and recycling
companies added his support, going on
record about how deposit return
systems can benefit communities, the
economy and the environment.

“It feels like the tide has really turned
and we'll be handing in the petition to
Government in the coming weeks.”

A later update added that an enquiry
into the impact of single-use plastic
bottles has been launched by the
Environmental Audit Committee and
that a government motion for bottle
deposits has been put forward to the
Scottish Parliament.
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Storm Doris Takes Her Toll

On 22nd February 2017, one of the most powerful storms of the winter
brought down a tree in St Nicolas’ Churchyard and did minor but significant
damage to the roofs of Saint Nicolas’ Church and the Old Grammar School.
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Post Office Steps In As Bank Closes

The Post Office on The Green can offer
the majority of banking services. Indeed,
it can offer them across extended hours
that the bank was never able to match!

Though many people these days barely
see the inside of a bank, managing their
transactions through the internet, many
others still relish the comfort and
security of dealing with bank people face
to face. Postmaster Chan Singh and his
team have in effect now taken on that
role.

Chan is keen that those people who miss
Lloyds fully understand that the Post
Office offers a wide range of banking
services.

“It’s important for people to know that
the closure of their local bank does not
mean them having to find the nearest
alternative branch in say Cotteridge or
Northfield or even Kings Heath, with all
the inconvenience that it can entail,” he
explains. “Normally, that simply isn’t
necessary: it’s likely that any kind of
transaction that they have traditionally
done at Lloyds can now be carried out
with us.”

Paying in cheques is a good example. The
Lloyds counter is, in effect, replaced by
the Post Office counter. All that is

required is a paying-in slip, and the
envelope that the Post Office provides.
Cheques are normally taken from Kings
Norton on the same day to the relevant
Post Office sorting area, so that they
should be cleared in no longer than the
time offered by banks: three to five
working days.

To facilitate the process even further,
Chan recommends that whenever a
customer is requesting a new book of
paying-in slips from the bank, he or she
emphasises that they are now using the
Post Office to make deposits.

The closure of Lloyds Bank also meant
the closure of its twin ATMs (cash
machines) facing onto The Green.
Despite the appearance of a new
machine just outside the Spar store, Chan
is confident that the Post Office’s own
ATM, conveniently situated just to the
right of the store entrance, offers a more
secure and less unfriendly environment.

The Post Office has made significant
progress in extending its services into
the banking field, to address the ongoing
programme of closure of so many local
branches across the country. To varying
degrees, it can provide banking services,
both private and business, for all the
major banks.

The closure of the Lloyds Bank on The Green in March was a blow for
many local people, particularly those who find the idea of faceless online
banking hard to understand and even harder to trust. But help is at hand.
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What about those extended banking
hours, a particular boon for people who
can only carry out transactions outside
their own working time? That
opportunity arises from the unique role
of the Post Office on The Green.

In March two years ago, Chan and his
wife Mani Kaur not only extended their
Post Office area, but also opened a
comprehensive convenience store on the
same premises. That meant that the Post
Office services could be offered across all
the hours that the store itself was open:
that means, currently, from 7.00 am until
9.00 pm on a daily basis, including
Sundays.

Since then, there has also been a
progressive growth in the range of
specialist services which the Post Office
offers. Now it can deal with bus pass
applications, provide lottery tickets, deal
with DVLA documentation and much
more.  “Our extended opening hours
have been received with delight by many
of our Post Office customers, whatever
the service they need,” says Chan.

Now those same extended hours are
available for banking business, though
there is one significant restriction.
People looking to make transactions
valued at more than £1,000 will probably
not be able to do so during the Post
Office’s extended hours: safety and
security issues demand that those must
be done during normal opening time.

Chan is keen to help and to advise
anyone who may have reservations
about swapping a bank for a Post Office.
“If any customers need any clarification
on what can be achieved, they only have
to talk to me or one of the team.”

Kings Norton Post Office
65 The Green
B38 8RU
0121 458 1204

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate
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Kings Norton Tennis Club has emerged
into the new season with
comprehensive improvements to its
playing facilities and a determination to
attract new members.

During the winter, each of the courts at
the club’s Grange Hill Road site were
completely resurfaced and repainted,
the work being completed in March. As
well as the resurfacing of the courts, the
makeover has brought brand new nets
and posts and new wire fencing around
the perimeter.

To show off the new facilities, the Club is
holding a series of family-friendly launch
events over the weekend of 29th and

30th April. Members and non-members
are invited to join in the fun and try out
the new courts.

“We now have the most modern playing
facilities which we hope will appeal to
players of all ages, and those hoping to
learn the game,” said Tennis Club
Chairperson Jackie Wiggins. “We have
always provided a friendly and sociable
environment for players of all ages,
experience, abilities and backgrounds.
Our target now is to communicate our
strengths as widely as we can.”

Launch event visitors will also be able to
see the modern clubhouse, a welcoming
venue for members, which is also
available for external hire. Its airy lounge
accommodates up to 70 people (50
seated) and has a balcony overlooking
the courts. There is a fully fitted kitchen
and a well-stocked bar.  It is an
established and popular venue for
formal society meetings, birthday
parties and informal get-togethers.

The Club has recently introduced a
monthly “pub night” for members and
their guests. Starting at 7.00 pm on the
first Friday of each month and developed
with families in mind, it includes a range
of traditional pub games.

The new era for the club is also marked
by a new logo and website design. The
website
(www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk)
includes details of the launch events.

Tennis Club Set For Bright Future
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In our February issue, we asked our
readers for help in identifying, and
possibly finding a home for, three
trophies that had been abandoned on
a local resident’s doorstep and are
now in a cupboard at St Nicolas’ Place.
All carry the words Kings Norton Mop.

There are two large ones, the Tonks
Bros Cup and the W Henshaw Cup, and
a smaller trophy engraved Baby Show
1988. The bases of the large cups carry
shields with the names of winners, the
last of which is dated 1990.

No-one has actually laid claim to any of
them, but one reader did provide a
useful insight. While the two larger

trophies, by their size, look as if they
might have been awarded to
teenagers or adults for their
contribution to the community, it
seems not.

Our reader recognises some of the
winners’ names and remembered that
in those years they were, indeed,
babies! So now we know that they are
a trio of “best baby” trophies and that
the winners are probably now in their
late thirties or early forties.
Unfortunately, without any claimants,
that knowledge may not be enough to
save them from the fate of many old
trophies!

Trophy Teaser : A Partial Answer

February 2017

Marriages
25th February Alfred Martin Robson & Bridgette Louella Robson
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The Reverend Robin Mortimore Says

Goodbye
As I come to the end of my term in
Kings Norton Team Parish, I would like
to share one last reflection with you. It
is based on A Reading from New Seeds
of Contemplation by Thomas Merton.

“Souls are like wax waiting for a seal.
By themselves they have no special
identity.  Their destiny is to be softened
and prepared in this life, by God’s will,
to receive, at their death, the seal of
their own degree of likeness to God in
Christ.

“And this is what it means, among
other things, to be judged by Christ.
The wax that has melted in God’s will
can easily receive the stamp of its
identity, the truth of what it is meant to
be.  But the wax that is hard and dry
and brittle and without love will not
take the seal: for the hard seal,
descending upon it, grinds it to powder.

“Therefore, if you spend your life trying
to escape from the heat of the fire that
is meant to soften and prepare you to

become your true self, and if you try to
keep your substance from melting in
the fire, as if your true identity were to
be hard wax, the seal will fall upon you
and crush you.  You will not be able to
take your own true name and
countenance, and you will be
destroyed by that event that was
meant to be your fulfilment.”

We travel through life together. Our
paths join for a period of time and then
separate. The period of time may be
brief or it may be a lifetime.  However
long it is, we share together our

Thomas Merton O.C.S.O. (1915-1968) was an American Catholic writer, theologian and mystic. A
Trappist monk of the Abbey of Gethsemani, Kentucky, he was also a poet, social activist and student
of comparative religion. He wrote more than 70 books, mostly on spirituality, social justice and
pacifism as well as scores of essays and reviews. The Editor.
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experiences, the pain, the rejoicing,
the suffering, the thanksgiving.  We
support each other, and we shape each
other.

If we do this through God’s love, then
the wax (according to Thomas
Merton’s analogy) is softened and we
receive the image of Christ.  If we do
this without God’s love, then the wax is
hard and brittle.  It becomes damaged
and broken.

Thank you for letting me join your
journey for the last two years.  We
have worshipped together, prayed
together, and received the sacraments
together.  We have worked together,
we have laughed together, we have
cried together.  I trust that we have

done this in God’s love and with his
blessing and, because of it, that we
have all been marked with God’s seal.

As the apostle Paul writes to the
Ephesians:

“And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the message of truth,
the gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with
a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is
a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance
until the redemption of those who are
God’s possession, to the praise of his
glory.”

May God bless you as you travel on.

Revd Robin Mortimore

Robin pictured with the Kings Norton Ministry Team at a recent retreat day in
Alvechurch.  From left to right: David Ash, Revd Robin Mortimore, Fay Fearon, Sylvia Fox,
Revd Jayne Crooks, Revd Taiwo Olomuyiwa, Revd Caz Hague, Revd Larry Wright, Mandy
Butler, Gail Rogers, Ruth Howman, Revd Jane Platt, Pauline Weaver.
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Today, I am running the gauntlet from
train station to office armed only with £3
and an apple. Immediately I know that
this is foolish.

As soon as I exit Moor Street, there’s a
man huddled on the floor with a
cardboard sign that begins: “Sorry if I
offend…” which kills me. Instinctively I
reach for my purse, but remember that
giving money to those begging is
unhelpful, more often than not. My
hand falls onto the apple, which I offer
apologetically to the man. He takes it
and I walk on.

Five seconds later I am wondering
whether even giving an apple is a good
idea. Doesn’t this sort of thing
perpetuate begging on the streets? Now
racked with guilt, I turn back and see the
man chomping away at the apple. I can’t
exactly request that he returns it. I’m
pretty sure that taking food from a
homeless person would make me the
worst person in the world… I walk on,
metaphorically slapping my own wrists.
The £3 burns a hole in my purse.

Just a few meters on is another rough
sleeper, crouched in a doorway. I’ve

already lost my apple. The £3 that I
probably shouldn’t give burns a hole in
my purse. I walk past and smile wanly at
him, hoping that somehow this will
magically communicate my benevolent
intentions. I am, perversely, ignoring
him because I care about him. My smile
probably looks more like some kind of
smug leer. I am a terrible person. I
continue.

Ahead, a Big Issue seller comes into
view. I breathe a sigh of relief. I know
what to do here. I approach him, hand
over my £3, get my change, the
magazine, and briefly pass the time of
day. But then, as I approach the office I
see another Big Issue seller. Rats. No
more cash. But what if his situation is
worse than the other seller’s? Maybe he
is more deserving? Is it up to me to
decide who is more deserving?!? How
would I know? I don’t know.

I plunge through the glass doors into the
warm office and collapse at my desk,
weeping into the froth of my
complimentary cappuccino and
muttering about taking food off
homeless people and laughing in their
faces...



15

I know I’m not alone. Many of my friends
and colleagues who work here have
remarked that it seems like there are
ever-increasing numbers of homeless
folk in Birmingham city centre. That’s
because there are. Statistics show that
the number of rough sleepers in
Birmingham has gone up by 80% in a
year. The perfect storm of the economic
crisis, increased unemployment, welfare
cuts and more people with no recourse
to public funds matched with a woefully
inadequate supply of affordable housing
has forced many more people onto the
streets. Most provision for the homeless
is based centrally, hence the greater
density of rough sleepers in the city
centre.

I also know I’m not alone in feeling a
sense of compassion fatigue when
confronted with such a volume of need.

Empathetically navigating the “right
thing to do” for all the needy in our line
of vision can be complex and
overwhelming at times, almost to the

point of paralysis, of doing nothing.

Doing nothing doesn’t seem like a great
option, however, for people of
compassion, including Christians, for
whom ‘faith without works is dead’
(James 2: 14-26).

We instinctively want to help, and our
knee-jerk response is to give directly to
the perceived immediate need of the
person in front of us: money, food,
clothes. The problem with that is that it
can perpetuate the culture of begging
and the fallacy that the street is the
place to go for help, rather than the
many brilliant organisations in
Birmingham that offer long-term
investment in the homeless.

We’re only fatigued because we’re
overwhelmed, and we’re only
overwhelmed because we don’t know
what to do and feel like the situation is
impossible.

To this end, the Church of England in
Birmingham has produced what we
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hope will be a useful guide to things you
can do to help the homeless of
Birmingham. It’s not a final, magic
masterplan that will forever wipe out
homelessness in our city; but it’s a start,
and a reminder of things that are
possible. View or download it at
bit.ly/2mcwsyj.

Jesus goes one step further than just
meeting the material needs of beggars
and other vulnerable people. He
identifies with them. He is the beggar,
the stranger, the prisoner. He is the
rough sleeper in the city centre.
Throughout his life and ministry we
don’t see him aligning himself with the
rich, the powerful or successful.
Habitually, he is alongside “the people
on the street”. Including the people,
literally, on the street.

In a limited way, I can vaguely identify
with the homeless because I’ve been
homeless twice, technically. But I had
the safety net of hospitable family and
friends (amongst other privileges), who
generously put me up for a while.
However, that’s where the similarity
ends. Poverty of relationship, social
exclusion and lack of routes into our
“normal” (9-to-5, 2.4 kids) society are
fundamental factors in keeping people
in material poverty, in destructive habits
and on the streets. Research has shown
the transformational power of
relationships in breaking cycles of
poverty, addiction and homelessness.

Identifying and being with the homeless,
or with other vulnerable, socially

excluded people, is a challenge. It’s
countercultural to our individualistic,
tribal society where we are largely
surrounded by “people like us”. It’s also
a challenge because it requires a
sacrifice of time, arguably the most
precious commodity of 21st century
urban life. It’s unlikely that many of us
will have the time or financial resources
to volunteer full-time for one of
Birmingham’s homeless support
organisations. But we might have the
time to, say, help serve lunch at Sifa
Fireside once a week in a lunch break , or
help out at a Place of Welcome, or stand
with the homeless by emailing your MP
about increasing the affordable housing
supply. If our own time is limited, we can
support (financially, or otherwise)
organisations in Birmingham who are
constantly alongside the homeless. Even
if this simply means buying the Big Issue.

When we’re confronted by the sheer
weight of poverty in our city, we need to
find something that we can do. This is
how we make a difference. This is how it
stops being overwhelming and
impossible. As the cultural
anthropologist Margaret Mead
famously said:

“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever has.”

This article appears on The Church of
England Birmingham Facebook page and
is reproduced here with the kind
permission of the author & illustrator.
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‘If a brother or sister is without clothes
and daily food, and one of you says to
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat
your fill,” and yet you do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So
faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.’
(James 2 v 15-17).

Recently, Anglican churches up and down
the country heard the challenge of James
which reminds us that faith cannot live
alongside either indifference to the needs
of the poor and hungry or favouritism of
those who are rich are powerful.

For some time now, policy on immigration
has been made in the light of the economic
prosperity of this country, limiting those
who might initially cost the state
resources. However at some moments in
history the priority must shift to recognise
our common humanity across boundaries
and borders and respond to urgent need.

We are living in one of those moments in
history and there is now a humanitarian
crisis facing Europe. To meet the needs of
people displaced by war, violence and
conflict, everybody is needed to work
together and put in extra effort to make a
response.

Birmingham has been greatly enriched by
the contributions of people who have
come to the city from different countries
and continents. It has a reputation for

being a place that welcomes people who
seek to build a new life here, but there is
more that we could do if we are prepared
to go the extra mile. There are already
refugees in Birmingham who need our
help. Many of them lack shelter, work,
food and clothing as well as human
interaction and a sense of belonging.

Recent events have challenged our
indifference and favouritism and released
a wave of compassion and empathy. It is
essential that we as Christians put our love
of neighbour into practical action, working
with people of all faiths and of good will
to build courageously compassionate
communities, to give generously of our
time, money and energy and to deepen our
discipleship by living our love of God by
embracing the ‘stranger’ as our sisters and
brothers in Christ.

Bishop David Urquhart

Refugees
A Statement From The Bishop Of Birmingham
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Funerals
February 2017 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

6th February Joan Hines 80 Cr.RD
7th February John Brian Leadbetter 72 Cr.LH
8th February Evelyn Elizabeth Bates 89 Cr.LH
8th February Robert Keith Conway 54 SN.Bu.KN
13th February Dennis Conway 66 Cr.LH
14th February June Martin 81 SN.Bu.CY
14th February Barbara Cruxton 88 SN.Bu.CY
17th February Kevin Charles Smith 69 SN.Bu.CY
22nd February Arthur Badham 78 Cr.RH
23rd February Toni Elizabeth Dyke 45 SN.Bu.CY
28th February John Barrie Collins 84 Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley
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What’s On In
Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here and covers the next 15
pages. In this section of the magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton (pp.20 - 25)

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish
(pp.26-27)

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
on pages 20-27 and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into two categories, advertising
and listings. We charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to
attract paying customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we
print, free of charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together
with their contact details and a brief description of their aims. Both advertisements and listings
are seen by our growing readership in Kings Norton and beyond. Each edition of the magazine
also appears online two months after its publication date, which greatly increases the reach of
all the publicity printed here. You can find the online editions of the magazine on the parish
website at kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for May 2017, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by midnight on Friday 14th April. To advertise in the
pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash (editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of
advertising charges are available on request.

Information for Our Advertisers
This is the period of the year when most of our advertising contracts tend to be renewed
and when charges are re-assessed in the light of our costs for the year. Please keep an eye
open for our invoice. We’d be grateful if you could settle it by the deadline shown and we
regret that we cannot print advertisements until payment has been received.

The Editor
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Listed below are brief details and contact information for Kings Norton organisations and
locations that offer opportunities for local people to get together for events and/or to meet
people who have similar interests. Most hold regular or one-off events which appear in the
Events Diary section of this magazine (page 28). Every effort has been made to confirm the
accuracy of this information. We would be happy to correct any errors or omissions.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382

FKNNR acts as an informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and
about the reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from
10.30 to 1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats
and to enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk.
Dates and meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place, through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about Saint Nicolas' Place
and listings of Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00
for those not in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place
Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring

Societies, Clubs & Venues
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playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with organisa-
tions, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society Mike Bennett (Chairman) 0121 458 3893

We are a group of all ages, meeting once a month for social activities, normally with a light
supper. Meetings are usually held at the Kings Norton Tennis Club on the 4th Friday evening
of the month, but this may change depending on the event. Topics for our events embrace
a wide range of guest speakers, quizzes, treasure hunts and country rambles. Though our
origins go back to the Kings Norton Youth Fellowship, new members are always welcome.

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at St Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at St Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.
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Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, John Taylor 0121 458 6397

The project continues to progress. The inaugural meeting, where members can enrol (fee
£24 per annum) and meet Steering Group committee members, will be on Tuesday 4th  April.
On Tuesday 11th  April, interested groups can meet and organise their involvement. Both
meetings are at St Joseph’s and St Helen’s Roman Catholic Church Hall, Station Road,
Cotteridge, at 2.00 pm.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.



23

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome includ-
ing beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in
Cotteridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 . See page 33.

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Active Parks www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council’s Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
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Birmingham parks. With Friends of Kings Norton Park, depending on the season, it offers a
range of local events ranging from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the car park at
Kings Norton Park.

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.

Kings Norton Bowling Club 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Golf Club, Brockhill Lane B48 7ED,  www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events.

Kings Norton Rugby Union Club, Hopwood Park, Ash Lane, B48 7BB,
www.pitchero.com/clubs/kingsnorton, 0121 443 3340

We play an active and important part in the local community, running three Senior Men's
teams including a Veterans’ side.  We also have a thriving junior section with facilities for
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under-6’s through to under-16's. There is a growing girls’ rugby activity. We also have strong
links to local schools and colleges, providing sponsorship and coaching to their teams.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in the 1934, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Its current activity in Kings Norton is
a free weekly Learn to Skate event at the Skate Park in Kings Norton Park, held every
Thursday from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. All those interested should simply come along, making
sure they wear appropriate clothing.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of 10
to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace of
the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Saturday 1 April
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green 10.30 am

Tuesday 4 April
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cot-

teridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 -3.30 pm
● U3A Inaugural meeting, St Joseph & St Helen RC Church Hall, Station Road, Cot-

teridge  2.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 5 April
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Easter bonnet

parade and bring & buy
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15 pm-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 -10.00 pm:

DPI show
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 6 April
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 2.00-3.00 pm: Heather

Flack on Ironside and her new book
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00 pm-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Events Diary April 2017
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Friday 7 April
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 8 April
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start
● Kings Norton Library, 10.30 pm-11.30 pm: Annie Murray reads from her latest

book “The Doorstep Child” (limited seating, first come, first served).
● Kings Norton Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am-

1.00 pm

Sunday 9 April (Palm Sunday)
● The beginning of Holy Week.
● Palm Sunday Parade Service at Saint Nicolas’ Church, 10.30 - 11.45 am.

Monday 10 April
● A Service of Compline for Holy Week at Saint Nicolas’ Church, 7.30 - 8.30 pm.

Tuesday 11 April
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields

car park, 10.00 a.m.
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.30 pm
● U3A registration for interested groups, St Joseph & St Helen RC Church Hall,

Station Road, Cotteridge 2.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.30 pm: Claire Simpson,

“Neville Chamberlain in the Bahamas”
● A Service of Compline for Holy Week at Saint Nicolas’ Church, 7.30 - 8.30 pm.

Wednesday 12 April
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.00 for 7.30pm: AGM
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
● A Service of Compline for Holy Week at Saint Nicolas’ Church, 7.30 - 8.30 pm.

Thursday 13 April (Maundy Thursday)
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
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● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00 pm-
8.00 pm

● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
● A Service of Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday at Saint Nicolas’ Church,

7.30-8.00 pm

Friday 14 April (Good Friday)

● Good Friday Walk of Witness, from The Fairway Day Centre to The Green,
11.00 - 12.00 am.

● An All-Age Service for Good Friday at Saint Nicolas’ Church, 12.00-12.45 pm
● A Meditation on the Stations of the Cross for Good Friday, 1.00 - 2.00 pm at

Saint Nicolas’ Church.
● The Good Friday Tenebrae Service, following the events of the Crucifixion of

Christ, Saint Nicolas’ Church, 2.00 - 3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Library closed until Wednesday 19 April

Saturday 15 April (Easter Saturday)
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am
● Holy Communion for Easter Eve, Saint Nicolas’ Church, 7.30-8.45 pm

Sunday 16 April (Easter Sunday)
● Holy Communion for Easter Day at Saint Nicolas’, Immanuel and Hawkesley

Churches, 10.30-12.00 am
● Evening Communion for Easter Day, Saint Nicolas’ Church, 6.00 -7.00 pm.

Tuesday 18 April
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am-1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00 pm-4.00 pm: Trina Jones “Famous actors, designs and drama
queens at Birmingham Rep”

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 19 April
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
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● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00-10.00 pm:
competitions

● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 20 April
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00 pm-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song,  8.30 pm

Friday 21 April
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am

Saturday 22 April
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start
● Hawkesley Church Quiz Night, from 7.00 pm. Tickets: £6 with fish & chips or £4

quiz only, from David Smith, 0121 453 9931 or david@davidsmithdriving.
co.uk.

Monday 24 April
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00

pm
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.30 pm: Canon Dr Terry Slater,

“The Cathedral Church of St. Phillips”
● Annual Parochial Church Meeting, St Nicolas’ Church, 7.30 pm (all welcome)

Tuesday 25 April
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am-1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 26 April
● Kings Norton Library closed for internal improvements until Thursday 4 May
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm
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● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00-10.00 pm:
Cup and trophy competitions

● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song,  8.30 pm

Thursday 27 April
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00 pm:

one-board displays, D E F.
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00 pm-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song,  8.30 pm

Friday 28 April
● Kings Norton Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.30 pm: AGM

Saturday 29 April
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am
● Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British Waterways

Meadow (see map on website) 10.30 am
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Events Diary April 2017
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 8th April

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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As demolition on The Green paves the
way for a new Co-op, it’s hard to find
anyone who is in favour of the
company’s imposing itself on the
community.  But in fact the Co-op has
had a presence on or around The Green
for more than a century, so in effect it
is only returning. Furthermore, as
many older readers will know, the one
building to survive the wreckers, the
Co-operative Hall,  is a symbol of a
Co-op presence that was once both
benign and socially significant.

The shell of the Co-operative Hall
survives because it is a protected
building.  It’s hard to believe it as it
stands there now, forlorn and almost
derelict, but it is actually one of Kings
Norton’s most significant structures, in
its heyday a pioneering and dynamic
commercial and social hub for the
parish.

It’s hard to establish precisely to what
extent the Central England Co-
operative that is planning the new
store has any connection with previous
Co-operative movements. The

organisation responsible for creating
and opening the Co-op Hall in 1936 had
a much less exotic name:  the Ten Acres
and Stirchley Co-operative Society,
better known to all locals as TASCOS.

The first Co-op presence in Kings
Norton was a brand new store opposite
the Navigation pub on Wharf Road,
opened in 1906. It closed when the
shining new Co-operative Hall opened
in 1936, and ultimately became a
Christian Science Reading Room. For
many years, the Co-op also had a small
butcher’s shop, actually located on The
Green.

The new Co-op Hall was the result of a
determined attempt by TASCOS to
showcase the very latest shopping
techniques and trends. It was generally
regarded as a supremely elegant
building, designed by the well-known
Midlands architect H.W.Simister.
Despite the fact that it has fallen into
disuse for decades, it’s still just possible
to discern its elegant outline. Original
photographs show that it was topped
by a small yet strikingly attractive
cupola.

TASCOS was part of the national Co-
operative movement which aimed at
improving the living conditions of
working people. In that light, the 1936
building not only brought them new

Demolition Preserves An Icon
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shopping conveniences, but also an
important new social element: the first
floor of the building was a large open
space,  a marvellous new venue for
meetings and other social events.

The Co-operative name is currently
something of a dirty word for most
Kings Norton residents, who can’t
understand the need for yet another
store, fear the effects it will have on
popular local businesses and worry
about further stresses on car parking
and traffic flow. But for those who have
lived here the longest, memories of the
Co-operative Hall are vivid and happy
ones.

Phil Haycock is one of Kings Norton’s
longest standing residents whose
family came to Kings Norton in 1934.

He remembers how exciting it was to
shop at the new TASCOS store, and
how the first floor space progressively
became a popular social centre. “The
store  was so exciting that people used
to go there  to absorb the latest
shopping experience, as much as to
buy anything,” says Phil. “It had the
very latest serving counters and
payment systems, all tremendously
thrilling, especially to me as a young
boy. Cash whizzed to and fro across the
store via small locked containers
travelling on overhead wires from all
counters to a nerve centre in a central
office (normally occupied by an
extremely competent looking lady who
expertly managed the system). “

There was so much there: in effect it

Photo: Kings Norton Co-operative Hall & Lloyds Bank in their heyday.
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was a supermarket for its time.  The
stylish new store, one of the first such
ventures by TASCOS,  included, in a
single location, departments for
grocery and confectionery, a butcher’s,
a pharmacy and a hairdressing salon,
with a florist’s added in 1960.

There were additional rewards for
shopping there.  “The Co-op
administered a dividend scheme,”
recalls Phil: “It was a forerunner to
Green Shield and Nectar with shopping
points, known as the ‘divi’, earned with
every purchase. The divi (dividend)
could periodically be turned into cash
that could be withdrawn at the Co-op’s
own bank. It was very popular: most
local people joined the scheme and
were allocated their own unique
number that had to be divulged prior
to any purchase. I still remember my
number as 22294.”

Above the shop stretched the first-
floor meeting space, which rapidly
became an ideal venue for several local
organisations, including the Kings
Norton Youth Fellowship, the focal
point of local social activity for younger
residents. “It represented an important
addition to social facilities on and
around The Green,” explains Phil. The
Saracen’s Head (now Saint Nicolas’
Place) traditionally served as a meeting
place for most of the organisations
centred around St Nicolas’ Church, but
it had a low ceiling and was rather
cramped  and access was frankly
dangerous.

The Village School Hall was more
usually the venue for large-scale
events, such as dances and annual
fairs. However, the advent of the new
Co-op Hall significantly extended the
choice of venue.

Photo: Demolition company containers in front of the Co-operative Hall on Pershore Road South in
March 2017, just before reconstruction of the site began.
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In the late forties and fifties the Hall
was used regularly by Cubs and Scouts
and similar organisations. The Youth
Fellowship often hired it for social
events, including its celebrated whist
drives. “The stern threat of ‘A card laid
is a card played!’ still haunts me!"  As
well as a large open floor space, the
hall offered a raised, functioning stage
that enabled rehearsals for plays and
concerts.

“The Hall was particularly well suited
for wedding receptions and 21st
birthday parties,” adds Phil. “It was
always kept in good order, clean and
bright, and was a welcome addition to
Kings Norton’s facilities for meetings
and social events.  It did ultimately lose
its appeal and fell into disuse, but
nevertheless, for residents of a
particular vintage it still holds many
happy memories and it's nice that the
building has been preserved.”

The store, and the meeting space
above it, were closed by TASCOS as the
business climate became more
challenging. The premises were
subsequently used by a miscellany of
individual businesses, ranging from
bridal gowns to videotape libraries and
fast food outlets, but they invariably
failed: access for shoppers was
increasingly difficult, as was parking.

Now the Co-op is returning, though it is
hard to imagine that its new store
could be as pioneering or as socially
significant as its 1936 predecessor. The
upper floor is to be converted into
three private apartments.
Unsurprisingly, perhaps, the planners
never considered returning it to its
former glory as a centre for social life.

Michael Kennedy

Photo: A social gathering in the Co-operative Hall, Kings Norton, date uncertain.
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You are doing something
really, really
important. I know it’s
not easy. I see you
with your arms
overflowing, and I
know you came to
church already tired.
Parenting is tiring.
Really tiring.

I watch you bounce and sway trying to
keep the baby quiet, juggling the infant
car seat and the nappy bag as you find
a seat. I see you wince as your child
cries. I see you anxiously pull things out
of your bag of tricks to try to quiet them.

And I see you with your toddler and
your preschooler. I watch you cringe
when your little girl asks an innocent
question in a voice that might not be an
inside voice let alone a church whisper.
I hear the exasperation in your voice as
you beg your child to just sit, to be
quiet as you feel everyone’s eyes on
you. Not everyone is looking, but I
know it feels that way.

I know you’re wondering, is this worth
it? Why do I bother? I know you often
leave church more exhausted than
fulfilled. But what you are doing is so
important.

When you are here, the church is filled
with a joyful noise. When you are here,
the Body of Christ is more fully present.
When you are here, we are reminded
that this worship thing we do isn’t

about Bible study or personal,
quiet contemplation but

coming together to
worship as a
community where
all are welcome,
where we share in
the Word and

Sacrament together.
When you are here, I

have hope that these
pews won’t be empty in 10 years

when your kids are old enough to sit
quietly and behave in worship. I know
that they are learning how and why we
worship now, before it’s too late. They
are learning that worship is important.

I see them learning. In the midst of the
cries, whines, and giggles, in the midst
of the crinkling of crisp packets and the
growing pile of crumbs, I see a little girl
who insists on going two pews up to
share the peace with someone she’s
never met.  I watch a child excitedly
color a cross and point to the one in the
front of the sanctuary. I hear the echos
of “Amens” just a few seconds after the
rest of the community says it together.

Dear Parents
With Young
Children In
Church
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I watch a boy just learning to read try
to sound out the words in the worship
book or count his way to Hymn 672.
Even on weeks when I can’t see my
own children learning because, well,
it’s one of those mornings, I can see
your children learning.

I know how hard it is to do what you’re
doing, but I want you to know it
matters. It matters to me. It matters to
my children to not be alone in the pew.
It matters to the congregation to know
that families care about faith, to see
young people... and even on those
weeks when you can’t see the little
moments, it matters to your children.

It matters that they learn that worship
is what we do as a community of faith,
that everyone is welcome, that their
worship matters. When we teach
children that their worship matters, we
teach them that they are enough right
here and right now as members of the
church community. They don’t need to

wait until they can believe, pray or
worship a certain way to be welcome
here, and I know adults who are still
looking to be shown that. It matters
that children learn that they are an
integral part of this church, that their
prayers, their songs, and even their
badly (or perfectly-timed, depending
on who you ask) cries and whines are a
joyful noise because it means they are
present.

I know it’s hard, but thank you for what
you do when you bring your children to
church. Please know that your family
— with all of its noise, struggle,
commotion, and joy — are not simply
tolerated, you are a vital part of the
community gathered in worship.

This article originally appeared on the
blog “I Am Totally *That* Mom” and is
reprinted here by kind permission of
the author, Jamie Bruesehoff.

iamtotallythatmom.blogspot.co.uk
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes (until 24 April) & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft



41

MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Foodbank News
I recently completed my tax return
online and, because I couldn’t
remember an all-important password,
I had to prove my identity. It took the
best part of an hour and made me
realise, yet again, how divided our
society is, with all the complexities
stacked against those who are
without.

Because I had unlimited private access
to a computer, plus a bank account and
related cards, a telephone account and
photo ID in the form of my driving
license and passport, I was OK.  I had
also had the same residential address
for over 30 years and was a British
citizen. How would I have begun to do
this without one or more of these
things?

In a library or internet cafe I would
have been hogging a computer for
much longer than was really fair on
others with much personal information
on view to the world. I would have had
to pay for access in many places too.
There seemed no way to do it with a
human being: it had to be online.

At one point, I needed to download a
free app to send photos (not needed in
the end, as the never-ending string of
ID questions worked). Without a
modern mobile phone, this last

request would have been impossible
and I had to have an iTunes account
as well.

Several of our B30 Foodbank users are
affected by this sort of spiral. You
move house several times in a short
space of time because of rental
problems; you have no passport for
foreign travel is an unknown luxury;
and, for similar reasons, you have no
driving licence. You have no bank
account, as you don’t have a settled
address or the income to provide
one, and … you can see where this is
heading. It is then almost impossible
to claim for benefits or to register for
services. If you aren’t a British citizen,
it becomes even more complex.

Places like Kings Norton’s SWEET
Project are becoming the last
bastions of support able and willing
to help people to navigate this
minefield. The B30 Foodbank and all
its counterparts are there to help in
the crises that so easily arise when
you are trying to work through the
process of proving your ID,
registering for services or work, and
while you are receiving benefits in the
interim, before finding work or as an
adjunct to low income.

Sylvia Fox
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With a new film about the mighty Kong
currently doing the rounds it seemed
appropriate to look back at the original
film and how it continues to hold a
fascination for movie watchers all over
the world.

According to one of the first film
reviewers of this 1933 classic it was a
“highly imaginative and super-goofy yarn
mostly about a 50-foot ape who goes for a
five-foot blonde.” This about sums up the
plot: a modern-era beauty and the beast.
But its impact goes far deeper.

It is a film about the surprises that nature
can still hold for us, about the limits of
exploration and the morality of
exploiting the  natural world and its
creatures for entertainment. It is also
about what we worship being what we
fear.

Kong is an aberration of nature, an
oversized ape that has been isolated on
an obscure island far from civilisation.
The other inhabitants of the island are
tribal people who fear Kong and offer
human sacrifices to placate him, treating
him like a god. When some intrepid film
makers find their way to this island
following rumours of what might be
there they are eager to exploit the legend
of a giant ape and make a film.

Things go wrong and their leading lady
(Faye Wray) is offered as a sacrifice to
Kong by the islanders but Kong is
entranced by this blonde beauty and
takes her away into his territory. The rest

of the crew begin a rescue mission, which
is full of other oversized monsters.
Incredibly, they subdue Kong by the use
of chemicals and he is shipped back to
New York to be the centre piece of
Broadway recreation of his capture.
However, the Faye Wray character
refuses to go along with this cruel show
of exploitation and when Kong is shown
to the waiting audience things go wrong
again and he escapes.

The last scenes are about his race to find
his “beauty” while the combined forces
of police and military are called upon to
kill him. The pursuit ends when he climbs
the Empire State Building with Faye
Wray and there is strafed by bullets from
circling aircraft. Placing his beauty safely
out of harm’s way, the mighty Kong falls.

With no hi-tech special effects the film is
a tribute to the first years of modelling
and the creative use of scenery in 1930s
film making. As well as a spectacular film
it is also a touching fable. We become
more sympathetic to Kong as the film
progresses as he tries to do the right thing
by protecting his “mate”. The forces that
come against him are the industrial
killing machines of modern warfare; they
would be unleashed on the world six
years later in 1939.

Humankind and our destructive
approach to nature continue. But watch
out! Not everything in nature can be
controlled by human power!

M.G.M.

King Kong (1933)
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On 26th February 2017 history was made
in the centre of Rome and at the heart of
modern Christianity. The visit of Pope
Francis I to participate in a service at All
Saints’ Anglican church near Piazza di
Spagna in Rome was an occasion of joy
and fellowship for all present.

All Saints’ is celebrating 200 years of
Anglican worship in the heart of Rome. It
has survived persecution, revolution, the
creation of the Italian state in 1871, with
Rome as its capital, two world wars,
fascism and uncertain government. It
has faithfully preached the good news of
Jesus Christ, supporting the English
speaking non-Catholics from Florence to
Naples. Twenty different nationalities
make up its current congregation,
representing many traditions.

More recently, after many years of hard
work by the Chaplain of All Saints’, Fr.
Jonathan Boardman and legal
representation, the Anglican church in
Italy has been accredited as an official
Christian denomination, no longer a
sect, a major step forward in a secular
Republic.

So a Papal visit is the icing on the cake,
and marks a significant step forward on
the long road to acceptance, tolerance
and worship together with our Catholic
friends, whilst celebrating our rich

diversities.  It is also a great way to move
into the third century of Anglican
worship in Rome!

The Pope blessed the specially-
commissioned icon of St. Saviour and
preached, as did Father Jonathan. The
day itself exceeded all expectations, not
least in the fact that it was so orderly:
well, we are Anglicans!  It may look and
sound like a lot of Italian pomp to our
Anglo-Saxon ears but it was “utterly
fantastic and so emotional, an historic
occasion which we shall remember
forever.”

Here are some more memories of the
day from another member of the
congregation:

“It is not an everyday experience to have
the Pope in your own church community

A Papal Visit to an Anglican Church
Thelma Mitchell, who, when she is not in Kings Norton, worships at
All Saints’ Anglican Church in Rome, tells of history in the making.
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yet [as an Italian Anglican who lives in
Rome] it feels incredibly familiar. To be
in my church, my Anglican family and to
have the Pope, the head of the Catholic
church amongst us was my faith and
homeland coming together. It was an
occasion of joy to share with loved ones.

For me it started the previous night
when I only slept for two hours! In the
morning, clergy united in church for a
great Sung Eucharist and in a matter of
hours we were expecting the Pope.
Among the pre-service hustle I didn’t
realize time was passing so quickly and
soon enough the little guy in white
entered the church.

I was the verger on this occasion. The
Pope blessed the icon of St. Saviour and
professed with us the renewal of our
baptismal vows. I had the incredible
opportunity to lead him through the
central nave at a solemn pace while he
sprinkled fellow parishioners with holy
water.

When we reached the sanctuary he gave
a powerful word based on mercy and
charity. Soon after we exchanged the
peace with him, for me a touching
moment.   He proceeded to our young
people, as well as older folks, and
received gifts of typical British food,
homemade by two members of the
congregation, a simnel cake and a basket
of jams, chutneys and curds. You could
tell from his face that he was delighted!

He told us about Anglican missions with
the indigenous peoples in northern
Argentina. When they are not able to go
to Anglican celebrations on Sunday they

attend a Catholic one  and vice-versa,
because they work together, including
charity work. The Congregation for the
Doctrine of Faith in Rome know this.

I found this particularly moving: it made
me realize how far we had come, to have
a Pope of Rome praising Anglicans and
Catholics worshipping together under a
Church of England roof.  Serving him was
one of the humblest experiences I have
ever had. This is the beauty of Christ’s
love when we work together.”

Edoardo Fanfani

You can find a video of the service on
YouTube or via the All Saints’ website at
www. allsaintsrome.org or on the All
Saints’ Rome Facebook page where
there are more photographs.

Thelma Mitchell
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It’s time for a new subtitle for this
feature to reflect a new job title.  For
those of you who haven’t heard my
news, I have been appointed Parish
Lay Minister with effect from 1st  April
2017.  Yes, April Fools’ Day and no, it
is not a joke (so I have been assured).

People have been very kind with their
messages of congratulations and
support, for which I send you all my
heartfelt thanks.  But it has usually
been followed by questions like “What
does it mean?” And “Will you still be
doing Tiny Tots?”

Well, in many ways it means business
as usual.   Yes, I will very definitely still
be at Tiny Tots and I’ll still be
responsible for working with children,
young people and families.  With the
new role come full-time hours which
will enable me to develop the work of
the past four years.

Among the things which we would like
to develop are our work with young
people and the expansion of our social
action, something I am passionate
about and that has been so well
supported across the parish and
beyond.

There is much that we are already

planning and
working on
including a
new arts
project (more
of that next month) and changing how
we engage with our many baptism
families.   My opportunities to be
involved with worship will also be
increasing and I’m currently planning
this year’s all-age service for Good
Friday with lots of new ways of
involving everyone in the story of
Easter.

The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

New Job, New Title
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We will also be looking outward with
new ideas for outreach, especially in
some of the areas of the parish where
we have little presence currently.

So a mixture of what we do already, of
doing more of it and of doing new
things: exciting times!  But none of it
could happen without the help and
support of everyone, including some
wonderful volunteers.  Everyone plays
a part in our ministry to children,
young people and families, as you can
see each week in our congregations
and as is explored in our article on page
38.

I hope that you will all be able to be
involved in our continuing work in
these areas, whether that be in prayer
or by being a volunteer or supporting
one of our social action projects or just
by being friendly and welcoming.  And
there will be a licensing service
sometime this year so that we can all
celebrate our continuing and
wonderful ministry to children, young
people and families.  (There will be
more details on this service as soon as

we have them).

Thank you once again for all your kind
words of encouragement and
support. They mean more than you
realise.

Pauline Weaver
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During the morning service at St
Nicolas’ Church on Sunday 26th
February, Mr Eugene Schellenberg
addressed the congregation about the
Ifakara Bakery in Tanzania, a project
managed by him and his wife over many
years from their home in Kings Norton
with great success. His talk evoked
memories of my merchant ship’s visit to
the seaport capital of Tanzania, Dar es
Salaam.

The M.V.Strathdoon had spent three
days loading cargo. In the meantime,
the Captain had a game of squash at the
Old Colonial Club. When he returned on
board, he said the place was very
neglected and that the court was in very
poor condition. He also told us that the
officers had been  invited to a darts
evening at which drinks would be
provided and he suggested that we
attend in uniform. Well, to be honest,
we were not that keen. Nevetheless, to
keep him happy, we said we would
attend but that we would arrive would
arrive about an hour after the main
party at 6.00 pm.

I walked up to the club that evening. The
streets were very dark but it seemed
safe. Disconcertingly, I was approached
twice by people trying to sell me ivory.

The club was, indeed, very run down,
not very clean and littered with peanut
shells and other debris.

“Eddie,” said one of the engineers,
“We have saved you a bottle of beer.”
It seems that the brewery had broken
down, but that a few bottles of
dubious-looking liquid were still in
circulation. I was handed a suspicious
brown bottle without a label
containing a lukewarm drink which
was not very good. Our hosts were the
port officials and they were dressed in
suits. The promised darts match
began, and we won, which made us

Darts & Warm Beer
in Dar es Salaam
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feel slightly better about the evening.
Our opponents were terrifying, though.
They were hurling darts like spears with
their eyes blazing!

The next day, I was in my office when
the Captain phoned down to say that he
had the Chief of Police from the port
with him. He said that he had to go
ashore and asked if I would entertain
the policeman in my office (in other
words, he wanted to get rid of him).

Anyway, I gave the Police Chief a couple
of beers, even though I think he had
already imbibed with the Captain. He
became quite excited and rambled on
about how the colonists had been
kicked out of his beloved country. I
quickly decided that I did not like him at
all.

He asked for another beer. I said,
“Never mind about more drink. Go back
to your domain and tell your dock

policemen to stop taking money from
our crew members as they pass the
gates.” They had been demanding
bribes and had even been taking belts
off people.

Generally speaking, Tanzania is a poor
country with a lot of corruption. One
bonus of being there, however, was
the chance to take a trip into a game
reserve. It was really pleasing to see a
lot of animals in their natural habitat.

There is, I’m afraid, a rather sad
footnote to this tale. The ivory which
was being offered for sale illegally on
the streeets under cover of darkness
came from elephants killed in the
reserve which we had visited.

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

Hawkesley Church Quiz Night
Hawkesley Church will be holding its annual quiz night on Saturday 22nd April at 7.00 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre. Tickets cost £6 and include a fish-and-chip supper, or £4 for
the quiz only. Find out more from David Smith, 0121 453 9931 or
david@davidsmithdriving.co.uk.

Children’s Society Collection
The total collected this year is £491, bringing our running total to £19,247. On behalf of the
Children’s Society, may I thank all supporters for their loyal help and continued generosity.
Pat Dovey

The Parish Magazine Online
All copies of this magazine are published online two months after they appear in print.
To read our extensive library of previous editions, visit
kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php

Birmingham Anglican Climate Action

B.A.C.A. would ike to draw your attention to “Clean Up Our Cash”, Christian Aid’s latest
year-long campaign to hold some of our biggest banks to account and to pressurise them
into bringing their practices into line with the Paris Agreement of 2015 on the use of fossil
fuels while increasing their spending on renewables. Find out more by visiting
bit.ly/2mz2jLq (a case-sensitive web address), where there is a petition for you to sign if
you wish.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.
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