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This is an edition filled with tales of the
unexpected. Who would have thought to look for
a glacial boulder on Kings Norton Green, timeless
wisdom in the diary of a 13-year-old girl or poetry
readings in the Bull’s Head? Read on, and you will
be invited to let life surprise you, to reveal peace
and purpose in the present moment, unreformed
sexism in 21st century Britain and God in the face
of a stranger. You’ll find an underlying theme,
too, of taking responsibility: for our country,
through the right to vote (please do); for our
common life, through the activities listed in our
What’s On guide; for our local heritage, through
fundraising (p.15) and public service (p.36). Yes,
Kings Norton may yet astonish you. There is so
much hidden treasure here.

It is always a pleasure to welcome new writers to
these pages. This month, Roland Kedge (p.12)
leads us in imagination along the Rea River
Valley. Vital to the life of Kings Norton for
centuries, the Rea connects us to the Waseley
Hills in one direction and the River Tame in the
other. Its waters eventually flow into the North
Sea via the Humber Estuary. It’s a little waterway
with unexpectedly big credentials, for it is also
the river on which, according to some, a
settlement was founded near present-day
Digbeth by Beorma and his Anglo-Saxon tribe in
the 7th century A.D.. In their language, the
phrase for “the homestead of the tribe of
Beorma” was  Beorma-inga-ham. Sound familiar?

The Editor
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From the Rector
Living In the Now (Groundhog Day)

Have you seen the 1993 film Groundhog
Day? It is one of American comic actor
Bill Murray's most popular films. Murray
plays an arrogant, egotistical TV
presenter who is sent to cover a local
country festival called Groundhog Day.
Somehow he finds himself caught in a
time loop repeating the same day over
and over again. Imagine living the same
day forever! But though it is the same
day, Murray still has choices about how
he uses each day and it is the progress
of his choices which give the film its
emotional and moral heartbeat.

Pondering how we spend our days and
time an interesting exercise. We talk of
"spending time with…" or "I spent time
doing so and so..." Spending time can
sound like a financial transaction; we
even use the phrase "buying time" to
indicate how we have put off a decision
or action to a later time. If we think of
time in such terms it is not surprising
that much of our world economy is
based on paying people for their time
and labour: hourly rates, clocking in and
out, time and motion are all
consequences of seeing our time as a
commodity.

Of course, there are other ways of
looking at time. When we ponder
history we are drawn into the vast

sweep of human endeavour to live and
prosper in varying circumstances.
Historical figures, though long dead,
still influence us by their story or
writings. We use the term "timeless"
to describe something or someone
which is not only of contemporary,
fleeting value but will endure for
generations. While living in Australia,
I encountered the Aboriginal concept
of Dreamtime, which can be defined as
a place and state of mind where time
is cyclical not linear; where the past
and the present inter-connect with
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each other, ancestors feel  present and
time (so to speak) stands still.

In the Christian Celtic tradition there is
the concept of thin places where the
here and now is infused with a sense of
the eternal. We can talk of history
repeating itself when we are concerned
a previous major error or event is likely
to happen again due to recklessness or
ignorance. Time travel is a favourite of
sci-fi authors and film makers. Dr Who's
whole existence is based upon the
premise he is a Time Lord (Lord over
Time) and has the ability to move
forward and backwards through time
and space with apparent ease and
accuracy.

It is often the case that human beings
wish to know the future: "What will

become of us and our loved ones?
What does the future hold?"  One of
the ancient Psalms has the verse:
"Lord, let me know my end and what is
the measure of my days; let me know
how fleeting my life is." (Psalm 39:4).
Many of us spend extraordinary
amounts of time going over past
events in our lives, good and bad, and
often feel the shame, pain, hurt,
embarrassment, regret or pleasures
once experienced all over again.

For Albert Einstein time was relative,
he humorously explained this concept
thus:  "When you sit with a nice girl for
two hours, it seems like two minutes;
when you sit on a hot stove for two
minutes, it seems like two hours.
That's relativity".
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An important feature of Buddhism is
the concept of mindfulness, living fully
in the now and understanding the past
as over and the future as illusory; all we
have is the now. This has its parallels in
Christian teachings on prayer and
spirituality. As an older man, Leo
Tolstoy was influenced by the holy
women and men of Christianity who
lived lives seemingly without care for
the future and freed from obsessing
about the past. He wrote: "Remember
then: there is only one time that is
important - Now! It is the most
important time because it is the only
time we have any power over."

A number of books and courses on
mindfulness are currently in fashion,
drawing from spiritual practices but
written in non-religious terms. This sort
of practice is designed to help people
who are not handling time well to be
more focussed and present in their
work, or other activities, so that the
mind is less open to distraction and
therefore to loss of focus. Distraction,
daydreaming, imagining and fantasising
are all part of our mind’s way of being

creative and expansive, but if not
managed this can be at the expense of
our effectiveness to live fully in the now.

It seems that, while we are perpetually
driven by remembering the past or
worrying about the future, there is a
distinct need to pay more attention to
the present. In the Gospels, Jesus urges
us not be too preoccupied with the past
or future but to see the present as filled
with all the possibilities of God's life
and love; to pay attention to the things
around us and the daily activities in
which we are engaged as an extension
of God's creative spirit.

God is beyond time and the more we
embrace the eternal dimension of life
the more we will see our concepts of
time to be inadequate. As one Biblical
verse reminds us:  "But do not let this
one fact escape your notice, beloved,
that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years
like one day". (2 Peter 3:8.)

A timely reminder indeed.

Revd Larry Wright
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www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar

School set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and
containing the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest
collection of mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned

and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all to enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email bookings@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.

Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church
on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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Gentle candlelight, chandeliers … and
poetry. Not the sort of thing you’d expect
at the Bull’s Head. But in fact the
locality’s first venture into the “open
mic” poetry and spoken-word culture is
proving to be a remarkable success. The
monthly Spoken Trend session, launched
at the pub in January by drama graduate
Tom McCann (right), is pulling in an
enthusiastic audience in unexpectedly
high numbers.

What is “open mic”? It’s been an
established and very popular activity
across Birmingham, indeed across the
country, for many years. Sometimes
events focus on music, as does the
weekly event at the Tower of Power on
the Pershore Road, and sometimes they
are speech driven.  Almost exclusively for
amateurs, the “open mic” culture
provides a supportive and welcoming
environment in which individuals, many
of whom have never performed their
work in front of an audience before, can
do so in the knowledge of a sympathetic
hearing.  I can vouch for the fact that the
atmosphere at Spoken Trend is indeed
very supportive; most performances not

only generate a warm round of applause,
but even the occasional whoop and
whistle!

If, like me, you find it hard to believe that
anyone might voluntarily stand in front
of a group of people, most of whom
they’ve never met before, and read out
some lines that might be greeted with
howls of derisive laughter, think again. At
each of Tom’s sessions to date there’s
been at least one person who fits that
bill: a total newcomer, riddled with
nerves, who has plucked up the courage
to perform and afterwards feels total
exhilaration.

Sharon, who has lived in Cotteridge for
some 25 years,  is one of them.  She

Candlelight & Poetry

At the Bull’s Head!
Kings Norton’s cultural mix has taken on what is perhaps a surprising
new dimension: the parish’s very own “open mic” spoken word evening.
Michael Kennedy attended a recent session at the pub on The Green.
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enjoyed writing down her thoughts as a
student  but then, with the demands of
raising a family, put her notes aside and
almost forgot about them. Once the
children grew up, she realised that she
had never really lost the desire to create
with words and communicate them to
other people.

She heard about Spoken Trend and
contacted Tom, who did his best to allay
any of the natural reservations she had
about performing. Inevitably, he wasn’t
totally successful!  “I worried for days
about the fact that I’d agreed to come
along,” said Sharon.  “In fact, on the day,
I nearly pulled out half a dozen times. I
just didn’t have the confidence that I
could do it.”

The piece of poetry that Sharon read was
something she had developed decades
ago, about her time with a boyfriend who
was an ardent motorbike rider.  It made
for a fascinating listen: her experiences
as a loyal pillion passenger being driven
at alarming speeds along dangerous

roads, only wondering whether she could
hide her fear from her man.

Once Tom had introduced her there was
no turning back... and it didn’t get better.
“I was almost paralysed with fear at the
start and, contrary to what I hoped, it got
worse as I went on!”

Once it was done, the relief and the
sense of achievement were almost
overwhelming.  “Now that I’ve crossed
the bridge, I can’t wait to do it again,” she
said: “It was such a great help that the
audience were with me, understanding
my nerves, understanding the challenge
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and above all really wanting to hear my
words.”

Organiser Tom is a graduate in Drama
from Birmingham University. He has
known the general manager of the Bull’s
Head, James Emery, for some years and,
as he cast around for a career direction,
came to work at the pub in September
last year. “When James and I told people
we were thinking about launching an
open mic spoken word session, most
people said it just wouldn’t work in Kings
Norton,” said Tom: “But we’re delighted
that we persevered.”

Since the first Spoken Trend event  in
January, audiences have far exceeded
their expectations, ranging between 30
and 50 people. “These are almost
incredible numbers for an open mic night
anywhere,” enthused Tom. “It’s also
pleasing that we’re attracting people of
all ages.”

To encourage beginners to imagine what
they could achieve, there are usually a

couple of “feature” performers with
considerably more experience of the
open mic circuit in the Midlands, who
really show how effective the spoken
word can be.

Just in case you wondered, the event
isn’t held in a corner of one of the bars at
the pub, with all the hubbub of happy
drinkers and the risk of raucous
interruptions. It just wouldn’t work if
that were the case. But one of the Bull’s
Head’s secret assets is its first floor room,
a magnificent space with a vaulted roof
and arched support beams, complete
with chandeliers.  There’s no noise
intrusion from the revelries downstairs.

“It’s a dream location for a poetry and
spoken word event,” says Tom, “Plenty
of breathing space, no crowding which
might put off performers.”  Within this
space, Tom and his team create a warm
and intimate atmosphere by setting out
rows of small tables with the gentle light
of candles .
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Baptisms
March & April 2017

5th Mar George Andrew Crawton
2nd April Gracie Hope Evelyn Spurrier
 Lottie Ann Maire Birkett
13th April Hudson Allen-Bayliss
16th April Bahman Pordelkhaki
 Summer Marie Marshall
 Havana-Rose Bryony Stables
 Jesse Nicholas Giles
 Ronnie Charley Giles
23rd April Aiden Fraser Laycock

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

What sort of work do people perform? Of
course, poetry and the spoken word can
take many forms from, in the words of
the great Nigel Molesworth, “cissy stuff
that rhymes” to blank and free verse.
There’s also room for short prose works.
Subjects vary almost ad infinitum:
observations about people and places,
memories of love affairs, faith and
religion, comments on national issues
and trends, popular culture; it really
doesn’t matter.  Sometimes it’s done
with humour, sometimes it's very serious
and heartfelt.

One word of gentle warning. The
language can be fruity, sometimes
extremely so: there are no real
constraints on how people express
themselves.  Bear this in mind if you’re
thinking of coming along but are
sensitive to these things.

It looks like Tom is tapping a potential
that has been latent within a surprisingly
significant number of local people who
have always harboured the idea of
writing and performing, but have never
really had the focus or the
encouragement to take things forward.
“It really is a great night out for those
who come to listen and especially for
those who perform,” says Tom McCann.
“We hope that many more local people
will take it up."

Entry is £3 per person for spectators, and
free for performers. The event takes
place on the last Wednesday of each
month. Performers are asked to report in
from 7.00 pm, with the event proper
beginning as close to 7.30 as a fairly
freewheeling gathering will allow.

Michael Kennedy

You can contact Tom McCann at tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter @spokentrend.
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Exploring The Rea River Valley
With Roland L. Kedge

The River Rea rises close to the summit
of Windmill Hill in the Waseley Hills
range just over the border in
Worcestershire. It runs for sixteen miles
through Longbridge, lower Northfield,
Kings Norton, Stirchley and Digbeth in
the City Centre to join the  River Tame
just below Spaghetti Junction. It is a fast
-flowing river since it drops thirty five
feet per mile, a total of five hundred and
fifty feet.

From its source to Canon Hill Park, the
Rea Valley is a continuous green
corridor easily accessed on foot or by
bike except for the stretch from
Longbridge towards Frankley which has
yet to be opened.

Green corridor though it is, it is still an
urban river and suffers from  pollution
caused by ‘misconnections’, that is,
illegally connected domestic waste
water which should go into the
sewerage system but often goes into
the surface water. This grey water can
be seen entering the river from

drainage pipes. From time to time oil
pollution occurs in the river too and this
seriously sets back the aquatic life
which has been doing quite well since
the closure of the Longbridge Works. A
large shoal of roach with fish up to six
inches long was decimated a year or

Because of mass car ownership and use, many local residents no
longer get to know the locality where they live. Kings Norton
residents may have heard of the River Rea but never seen it or
know where it runs. This article seeks to address the issue.
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two ago by such an episode and
resulted in the company responsible
paying compensation to a Birmingham
wild life charity. Unfortunately,
kingfishers, which live in the Rea Valley,
depend on fish for their existence and
would have been badly affected.

Until the early 20th Century, the waters
of the Rea still powered a water mill at
Northfield and earlier, at the height of
their use, there was a mill every mile
along the river. Recently, two halves of
a mill stone from Northfield Mill were
discovered in the bed of the river
downstream. It remains to be seen
whether they can be reunited with the
remains of the mill structure.

In the Rea Valley there are numerous
large glacial boulders which endure
being unnoticed by passers by.  This is
sad because they are the only striking,
visible evidence of what our local
landscape was like in the past. The
boulders are made of a hard, tough
volcanic rock and were brought by the
ice from North Wales some hundred
thousand or so years ago. There is a
small one on the grassy bank below the
shops on The Green;  another in the
foundations of St Nicolas’ Place to the
right of the entrance; there are two

inserted into the base of the chimney
stack of the Old Grammar School and
perhaps there is one inside St Nicolas’
Church in the floor under the tower. To
see a collection of Rea Valley glacial
boulders visit Cotteridge Park,
especially the top end near the
pedestrian  bridge over the railway,
where a hundred years ago Louis
Barrow, the Chief Engineer of
Cadbury’s, preserved boulders
recovered from the developing factory
site.

The Rea Valley Conservation Group is
committed to raising the profile of the
river valley and draws attention to
neglected sections in the hope of
stimulating local action to remedy the
situation. Happily, a number of Friends’
Groups supported by City Council
Rangers have sprung up along the upper
valley of the Rea so that more of the
valley is being looked after. However
the groups listed below need the
participation of younger generations if
conservation work is to continue in
years to come.

Have you discovered the Rea Valley
green corridor?

Roland Kedge

Roland L Kedge, Chair,  Rea Valley Conservation Group:  01214772629 or  rlkedge@hotmail.co.uk.
Conservation site at Coleys Lane, Northfield.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve: enquiries@fknnr.org.uk.

Friends of Kings Norton Park and Kings Norton Playing Fields: info.foknp@gmail.com  Twitter:
@kingsnortonpark.

Friends of Balaam’s Wood Nature Reserve, Frankley:  penny.moore1@btinternet.com.
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Anyone for Tennis?
Yes, please!
Hundreds of people of all ages
attended the Open Day organised by
Kings Norton Tennis Club on
Saturday 29th April 2017.  The day
marked the official opening of three
recently resurfaced floodlit tennis
courts.

The highlight was an exhibition
doubles match featuring players who
bore a striking resemblance to Andy
Murray, Roger Federer, John
McEnroe and Maria Sharapova.

The club, established in 1924, is a
registered charity and welcomes
players of all ages and ability. A
qualified tennis coach provides
lessons as well as summer camps for
children during the school holidays.
Players can take part in club
tournaments and play in the local

Midlands leagues. As the club is
affiliated to the Lawn Tennis
Association, members are eligible to
participate in the annual ballot for
Wimbledon tickets.

Club chairman Jackie Wiggins said,
“We are a very friendly club, open to
everyone in the local community and
families are especially welcome.
Members have free access to our
excellent tennis facilities. We also
have an exciting programme of social
events and social membership is
available to non-tennis players”.

The club is located on the corner of
Rednal Road and Grange Hill Road in
Kings Norton. For more information
phone 0121 458 2351 or visit
www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk.
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You’re Never Too Young To Become…

…A Fundraiser

Adam is a remarkable young man. From
a very young age, he has been a regular
member of our team of welcomers who
greet people at the door of St Nicolas’ as
they arrive for Sunday worship. When he
learned that the church roof needed
repairs that will cost tens of thousands of
pounds, he decided, with practical
determination, to do his bit. By
persuading family and friends to sponsor
him on a walk from Kings Norton to Gas
Street Basin, he raised over £200 towards
the roof fund, an achievement which was
celebrated at the Confirmation service
on 14th May (see photo). By the end of
the service, through the generosity of the
congregation, he had more than doubled
that amount. Thank you, Adam. You set a
fine example! The Editor
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Funerals
April 2017 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

6th April Kenneth Roy Osborne 84 SN.Bu.CY
10th April Anthony Andrew Dainton  Bu.KN
11th April Audrey Louise Avery 95 SN.Cr.LH
19th April William Arthur Capener  In.CY
20th April David Jonathan Johnson 76 Cr.YD
24th April Dusan Devic 91 Bu.CY
27th April Maureen Gracey 90 Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley

The Parish Magazine is Online
All copies of this magazine are published online two months after they appear in print.
To read our extensive library of previous editions, visit kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php
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What’s On In
Kings Norton?

Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here and covers the next
15 pages. In this section of the magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton (pp18 - 23)

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this
parish (pp.24 - 25)

● A detailed Diary of Events on pages 26 - 31 organised over the coming month by the
organisations listed and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into two categories,
advertising and listings. We charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are
seeking to attract paying customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the
Events Diary we print, free of charge, listings of events organised by local social or
charitable groups, together with their contact details and a brief description of their aims.
Both advertisements and listings are seen by our growing readership in Kings Norton and
beyond. Each edition of the magazine also appears online two months after its publication
date, which greatly increases the reach of all the publicity printed here. You can find the
online editions of the magazine on the parish website at kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for July 2017, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by midnight on Friday 9th June. To advertise in
the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash (editor@kingsnorton.org.uk).
Details of advertising charges are available on request or can be viewed on the magazine
page of the parish website (see above).

April 2017

Marriages
21st April David William Donald Howe & Chelsea Brianey Smith
29th April Tristan Pascal Andre Charles Whitworth &
 Claudia Rosario Barahona Garcia
29th April John Leonard Fisher & Shirley Ann Lacy
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Listed below are brief details and contact information for Kings Norton organisations and
locations that offer opportunities for local people to get together for events and/or to meet
people who have similar interests. Most hold regular or one-off events which appear in the
Events Diary section of this magazine (page 26). Every effort has been made to confirm the
accuracy of this information. We would be happy to correct any errors or omissions.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of £3
per talk is made.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624 3865
or 07 887 512 382

FKNNR acts as an informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and
about the reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from
10.30 to 1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats
and to enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates
and meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as Saint
Nicolas' Place, through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about Saint Nicolas' Place
and listings of Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for
those not in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage
Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com, info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who come
together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring playing
fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the

Societies, Clubs & Venues



19

recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with organisations,
including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet 0121
628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green for
the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their young
Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation activities. We
usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and sometimes during
school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society Mike Bennett (Chairman) 0121 458 3893

We are a group of all ages, meeting once a month for social activities, normally with a light
supper. Meetings are usually held at the Kings Norton Tennis Club on the 4th Friday evening
of the month, but this may change depending on the event. Topics for our events embrace a
wide range of guest speakers, quizzes, treasure hunts and country rambles. Though our
origins go back to the Kings Norton Youth Fellowship, new members are always welcome.

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at St Nicolas’ Place every
Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121 458
3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm at
St Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tuesday
of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.
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Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of this year. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest groups
through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January, it is already attracting a significant audience. It
gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of the
Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform should
check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.
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Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at the
Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays, buying
and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome including
beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in Cot-
teridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or 07874
216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or compet-
itive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night (the first
two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Active Parks www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council’s Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With Friends of Kings Norton Park, depending on the season, it offers a
range of local events ranging from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the car park at
Kings Norton Park.

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of our
walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For those
interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of approxi-
mately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further information.
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Kings Norton Bowling Club 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions when
club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Membership
fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Golf Club, Brockhill Lane B48 7ED,  www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events.

Kings Norton Rugby Union Club, Hopwood Park, Ash Lane, B48 7BB,
www.pitchero.com/clubs/kingsnorton, 0121 443 3340

We play an active and important part in the local community, running three Senior Men's
teams including a Veterans’ side.  We also have a thriving junior section with facilities for
under-6’s through to under-16's. There is a growing girls’ rugby activity. We also have strong
links to local schools and colleges, providing sponsorship and coaching to their teams.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in the 1934, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Its current activity in Kings Norton is
a free weekly Learn to Skate event at the Skate Park in Kings Norton Park, held every Thursday
from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. All those interested should simply come along, making sure they
wear appropriate clothing.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156
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Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of 10
to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace of
the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 . See page 31.

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information on
all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Thursday 1 June
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Rita

Sutton “Teaching  in the Times of Troubles in Northern Ireland”
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00

pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 2 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Park, tidying and environmental activities, Kings

Norton Park car park, 10.00 am until 12.30 pm

Saturday 3 June
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am

Tuesday 6 June
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing

Fields car park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am

-1.00 pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30

am: Special Event “Every Bunny Dance Now” to celebrate National Book-
start Week

● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph’s &

St Helen’s Church Hall, Station Rd, Cotteridge, 2.30 pm: Anthony Poulton-
Smith “The Origin of Placenames”

Events Diary June 2017
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● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 7 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place : outing to Upton-upon

Severn and river trip
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 8 June
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 2.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00

pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 9 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 10 June
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00

am-1.00 pm
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am

Tuesday 13 June
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30

am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club,  7.30 pm: Bob Broadley

“My life as an acrobat”
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● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 14 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Shirley Sing-

ers
● Kings Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm: Bar-

becue
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 15 June
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00

pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 16 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 17 June
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am

Monday 19 June
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’  Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 7.00 pm: Christine Westwood, “One-stroke Folk Art” talk and
demonstration

● Friends of Kings Norton Park AGM, Kings Heath Park Rangers’ Office, 6.00
pm (email info.foknp@gmail.com in advance).

Tuesday 20 June
● South Birmingham ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing

Fields car park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 10.00 am-3.00 pm



29

● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am
-1.00 pm (for venue see website)

● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library 10.30 -11.30
am

● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting

House, Cotteridge, 2.00-4.00pm: David Berry “A humorous look at  retire-
ment”

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 21 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair

exercise and Bingo
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 22 June
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00

pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 23 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 24 June
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am
● Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British Water-

ways Meadow (see map on website) 10.30 am

Monday 26 June
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-

4.00 pm
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Tuesday 27 June
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am

-1.00 pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30

am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 28 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: John Smith

on “Stars of the silver screen”
● Spoken Trend “open mic” spoken word and poetry event, Bull’s Head, The

Green: performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 29 June
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00

pm: “One board displays: Not just stamps and postal history”, followed by
Members’ Bourse

● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00

pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 30 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 1 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Events Diary June 2017
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 10th June

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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Most school children have read or been
introduced to the book upon which this
film is based.  The Diary of Anne Frank
(1959) is one of the most moving and
inspirational books of the 20th century,
based upon the secret diary of 13-year-
old Anne  while she and  her Jewish
parents and a another family are being
hidden by a Christian family in Nazi
occupied Amsterdam towards the end of
the Second World War.

The Franks are secreted for nearly two
years in confined attic rooms, never able
to go out or even see out apart from a
small window looking at the sky. Sadly,
they are discovered and the whole family
are sent to their deaths in the Nazi gas
chambers. Anne’s diary was discovered
after their death and, when published it
became and remains a best seller.

This first film based upon the diary is an
extraordinary portrayal of humanity set
during one of history's most inhumane
periods. The Diary of Anne Frank
features Millie Perkins as the insightful
13-year-old biographer of her family's
two-year hiding in an Amsterdam attic.
At first, the strong-willed teenager
embraces her fugitive lifestyle as an
adventure; but in time, the ever-
increasing fear of discovery and close

quarters prove nearly unbearable for the
eight personalities in hiding which
include Mr. Dussell (Ed Wynn), the
abrasive Mrs. Van Daan (Winters), her
husband (Lou Jacobi), and their son Peter
(Richard Beymer), for whom Anne
develops an impossible love.

The film chronicles the changes that
come over the hidden families as they
struggle to adapt to their cramped
confinement and living in such
claustrophobic circumstances. Anne is a
lively teenager full of zest and energy
and her presence throughout the film is

The Diary of Anne Frank
Director: George Stevens. Cast: Millie Perkins, Joseph Schildkraut, Shelley
Winters, Richard Beymer, Gusti Huber, Lou Jacobi, Diane Baker, Douglas
Spencer. Writing Credits: Anne Frank (diary), Frances Goodrich, Albert Hackett.
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used as a contrast to the anxiety and fear
of the others in hiding. Because we know
they will be discovered, the power of the
film lies not in any idealised ending but in
the depth of feeling Anne inspires in the
audience by her wisdom and untiring
desire to find good in all things.

Though it opened to mixed reviews in
1959, this version is still the one I would
recommend to anyone wishing to enter
into the world of this period and of the
moral and spiritual courage of Anne’s
last two years of life.

Two typical quotations from her diary:

“It's really a wonder that I haven't
dropped all my ideals, because they
seem so absurd and impossible to carry
out. Yet I keep them, because in spite of

everything, I still believe that people are
really good at heart.”

“The best remedy for those who are
afraid, lonely or unhappy is to go
outside, somewhere where they can be
quite alone with the heavens, nature and
God. Because only then does one feel
that all is as it should be and that God
wishes to see people happy, amidst the
simple beauty of nature. As longs as this
exists, and it certainly always will, I know
that then there will always be comfort
for every sorrow, whatever the
circumstances may be. And I firmly
believe that nature brings solace in all
troubles.”

M.G.M.
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As I write this we are in the midst of
campaigning for the snap General
Election and by the time you read this
we may even know the results. You
may be fed up with hearing about
politics and manifestos and mud-
slinging between the parties.  But the
right to vote and our ability to effect
change is something that is a huge
responsibility and a privilege.  It is our
chance to have our say about the way
the country is governed and, as can be
seen in recent votes, the results can
be surprising. Consider the election of
Donald Trump and the Brexit vote, for
example.   Many people, however,
don’t vote at all.  In the last election,
more people didn’t vote at all than
voted for any one party, a staggering
11 million.

Next year sees the centenary of
women being entitled to vote in this
country for the first time and then
only if they were over 30 and met
certain criteria.  It was another ten
years before all women over the age
of 21 could vote.

The women’s Suffragette movement
was radical. It featured imprisonment,
hunger strikes, force-feeding and
violence including the bombing of

post boxes.
You may have
watched the
film
Suffragette. It
is a fictional account which shows the
way women were treated for being
involved in the suffrage movement
and the lack of rights of women in the
home and the workplace.

We know that locally in Kings Norton
in 1913, Suffragettes attacked public
buildings including Northfield Library,
but spared our Old Grammar School

The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Votes For Women!
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which they felt too beautiful to destroy.

Move forward 100 years and what has
changed?  A recent survey carried out
by Girlguiding uk* showed that 70% of
girls aged 11–21 say sexism is so
widespread it affects most areas of
their lives.  You may find that hard to
believe in 2017, so let me give you an
example.  Recently, I was looking to
replace my car and, when at a large
national car dealership, I was asked by
the male salesman if I needed to
consult my husband before making the
purchase.  To say that I was taken
aback by this would be something of an
understatement (and needless to say I
refused to deal with him).  I think it
unlikely he would have asked a male
customer if he needed to consult his
wife!

One hundred years ago women fought
for something they felt passionate
about at a time when such behaviour
was unheard of.  Sadly, today we still
have to fight to be heard and one way
to do that is to use the vote that they
so valiantly fought to attain.  As women

with the power of the vote a century
later we owe it to each Suffragette to
cast our vote with pride and with the
conviction that our opinions matter.

(*Girls’ Attitudes Survey 2016,
Girlguiding uk)

Pauline Weaver
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Your Churchwardens

We are pleased to be able to announce the appointment of a new team of
Churchwardens. Phil Burton (right) will be a familiar face to many. He has held the post
for several years and recently agreed to stand for re-election. From this month, he is
joined by Warden Julie Hill (left) and her husband, Deputy Warden Simon Hill (centre).
All three can be contacted via the Parish Office.

The office of Churchwarden dates from the 13th century and is one of the earliest forms
of recognised lay ministry. The primary function of the office at that time seems to
have been that of taking care of the church building and its contents. Even today,
Churchwardens have custody of the fabric and furniture of the church and are the legal
guardians of the church’s moveable goods, such as furniture, plate and ornaments.

A modern Churchwarden is responsible, with the priest in charge, for the day-to-day
functioning of the parish. Responsibilities include various aspects of administration,
buildings & grounds maintenance and personnel. Wardens hold the key to the church
and are entitled to enter it at any time. They also have a duty to make sure that the
clergy can conduct their work without hindrance. They have powers of arrest on
church property, though these are rarely used, and have authority to officiate at
Morning and Evening Prayer if a priest or licensed lay person is unavailable.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd
Place of Welcome Coordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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If we were to ask what it is that makes
us Christian, one way of answering
might be this: to be a Christian is to
believe that in Jesus Christ the full
range of what’s possible for human
beings becomes real. What it is to be
human is set out before us in a unique
way, so that we see that to be fully
human is to be turned, in trust, to God
and to be turned in gift, healing and
generosity to God’s world. That’s what
is made possible for us in the life and
death and resurrection of Jesus.

To believe that is, surely, basically what
it is to be Christian. It’s a conviction not
just about the kind of God that God is,

but a conviction about the kind of
people you and I are. Or perhaps, a bit
more accurately, the kind of people you
and I just might be;  and that’s the great
“could be” that the life and death and
resurrection of Jesus announces to us.

Now, if that’s what it is to be a
Christian, if this involves believing that,
for all human beings, there is a Jesus-
shaped hope of fulfilment and
liberation, you can see why Christians
have said that Christianity is a universal
religion. It’s not just an eccentric point
of view, adopted by a dwindling
number of people in the northern half
of the globe. It’s not peculiar to one

Finding God In Unexpected Places
On the evening of Sunday 30th April 2017, hundreds of mainly young people from all
over Europe gathered in the church of St Martin in the Bullring in central Birmingham
at the invitation of the Taizé Community (France) to pray together and to listen to the
former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams. Here is part of what Dr Williams
had to say. The full text of his talk is available online at bit.ly/2pIM3as.

Photo: Dr Rowan Williams, brothers of the Taizé Community & congregation at St Martin’s.
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area, one language, or one culture.

So it’s a universal hope, and that’s of
course where things get a bit difficult;
because what about all those people
who don’t share that conviction, who
don’t want to pin their hopes on the
person of Jesus, who don’t see that
the hope of all humanity is Jesus-
shaped? How do we befriend, stand
alongside, understand, listen to all
these people? Well, it’s a complicated
question, but let me just suggest a very
small number of things that seem to
me to arise from those basic
convictions which might help us make
sense of how and where we stand with
our non-Christian neighbours.

Here’s the first one: if God’s purpose
for humanity is a Jesus-shaped liberty
of love and compassion and joy, then
wherever we look in the human world
we are looking at human beings with
whom God is already involved. Try as
we might, we shall never be able
anywhere to find a human being with
whom God is not involved. That’s one
way of understanding the great
doctrine in Hebrew scriptures that all
human beings are made in God’s
image.

So don’t let’s imagine that when we go
out and engage with people who
aren’t Christians, or who aren’t
religious at all, we are bringing God to
them. On the contrary! God is ahead of
us, always!

As we scramble, panting, up the last
stages of our climb up the mountain,
waving our triumphant message,

sitting at the top is our Maker and
Redeemer, surrounded by all his
friends, saying: “What took you so
long?”  We are always relating to
people to whom God has begun to
relate.

The second thing we might want to
reflect on is that, if this is the case,
what all those other people are saying
and thinking about God, even
sometimes without knowing that
that’s what they’re doing, is part of
God’s involvement with them.

Remember that, in the New
Testament, when St Paul speaks to the
Greeks in Athens, he talks about how
God prompts and stimulates the
search for himself. It’s not that God sits
back and folds his arms, and lets
people make up stories about him as
they will. God prompts. God hints. God
shows and draws. God begins to
disclose.

And so, we’re looking around the
world and seeing people that God is
already involved with and we need to
remember that part of that
involvement is what they are saying
about God, and thinking and singing
about God, and growing in relation to
him.

So they have something to say about
God, which we may not have heard.
We think we know it all – all we need to
know about God (God forgive us!) but
we are always being led by God deeper
into the mystery of his endless life of
love and relation and bliss. Why should
we be surprised, or shocked, or even
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sometimes resentful, if somebody
who’s not actually part of the family
has something to say to us that we
need to hear?  [...]

So, as I say, we shouldn’t be surprised if
those we encounter will say to us
something we didn’t know, will enlarge
our world - and to say this is not to give
way to a kind of relativism. For what it’s
worth, my own experience of dialogue
between people of different faiths is
constantly something that sends me
back to a larger and deeper vision of
Jesus Christ. I still believe that the
destiny of human beings is brought to
its fullness in Jesus Christ and that our
hope for humanity is a Jesus-shaped
hope; but when we start seeing the
shape of Jesus in unexpected places
and faces and people, we begin to

approach these conversations with a
little more humility, a little more
expectation, a little more excitement,
and a lot more gratitude.

The way I’ve sometimes put it is that
when we engage in serious
conversation with someone belonging
to another faith or tradition, at best
what we see is their face turned
towards God. We see something of the
reflected light of God in that face. […]

“Above all else”, says Jesus, “go in
search of God’s kingdom and God’s
justice”. In other words, go and receive
life, promise and healing, where you
can find it. Don’t bother too much
about getting the theory right straight
away. To go in search like that is to be a
loyal follower of the one Lord Jesus, for
that one Lord Jesus, precisely because
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he is the one Lord Jesus, is the one who
waits for us at the end of every journey,
wearing some unfamiliar faces. We
shall see him in one of those faces
turned towards God of our neighbours
in other religions.

One of the tragedies of Christian
history (and there are quite a few) is
that this exhilarating sense that our
destiny is Jesus-shaped, this wonderful
conviction that it is Jesus who waits for
us at the end of every journey, has been
turned into a kind of defensive
ideology: “We’re in – you’re out. We’ve
got it – you haven’t. We know – you
don’t. God loves us, but he’s not too
sure about you.” We’ve picked up
those luminous words in the Bible: “No
one comes to the Father except
through me”, and turned them into a

kind of checklist.

When Jesus says: “No one comes to the
Father but by me”, it seems that, in the
context in St John’s Gospel, what he’s
above all saying is: “All human beings
will finally come to be sons and
daughters of the everlasting Father
because of who I am, and what I do.”
What Jesus does not say is: “No one
comes to the Father unless they sign
the right membership form.”   […]

In our searching let’s keep looking for
that loveliness, expecting a surprise
revelation, the face turned towards
God, the gift that comes from another
human being, with whom God is
already involved.

Dr Rowan Williams
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This rather sad episode begins at
Djibouti, a port situated in North Africa
on the Indian Ocean.

Our vessel, the M.V.Strathdoon had
entered the port. Across the harbour a
huge bulk carrier ship was moored,
nearly three times the length of a
football pitch and as wide as a six-lane
motorway, one of the biggest ships ever
built, they say. We could see she was
British and registered at Liverpool. The
vessel was the M.V.Derbyshire and such
vessels usually carry thousands of tons
of iron ore from Australia to the Orient.

That evening, we had some of the crew
arrive for a visit. All were Scousers, a bit
vocal but very friendly and a  party
ensued. I had to be on duty at 4 a.m. the
next day, so I decided not to join the
fun. I did see their catering lad playing
darts with ours and getting on well,
though.

We departed early the next day at 5
a.m. A few stories were told about the
good night that had been had. Some
were rather funny (typical Scouse
behaviour) but no harm had been done.

Some two months later, in September
1980, we heard the terrible news that
the Derbyshire was lost at sea. There
were no survivors out of the 42 souls
on board, including two wives. This
huge ship had run into Typhoon
Orchid somewhere near Okinawa,
Japan. No distress calls had been
made so it must have sunk very
quickly indeed. A small group
comprising a change of crew and a
couple of wives, had been waiting for
the ship to berth in Japan. How sad!

A Tragic Loss
Eddie reflects on the sinking of the M.V.Derbyshire, the
biggest British ship ever to have been lost at sea.
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A Tragic Loss
At first those waiting for the Derbyshire
assumed that the big storm had
delayed the ship but the truth was that
it would never arrive. No wreckage was
found until 14 years later, when an
expedition discovered her at a depth of
4 kilometers.

Our Captain surmised that the ship had
broken her back and had sunk into the
abyss in minutes. It could have been
miles down in the China Sea, never to
be found, the largest British ship ever to
have been lost at sea. It was later
established that waves crashing over
the front of the ship had sheared the
covers off small ventilation pipes, filling
the forward section with water and
dragging the ship down.

I was not the only person to weep and,
like many, I prayed that the end had
been swift and had occurred at night,
when most crew would have been in
bed. The ship carried a radio officer but
he obviously had had no chance to send
a distress call.

This was in 1980 and a memorial took
place in 2008 in Liverpool. The families
of the lost campaigned for several
years for an enquiry by the Board of
Trade. The verdict was “lost at sea due
to bad weather”.

The Derbyshire was one of three ships
of similar design. There had been
some structural problems with each
one.

If you’d like to learn more about the
loss of the Derbyshire, there is a
documentary on YouTube which tells
the story, based on the discoveries of
the investigative team which tried to
piece together what happened. Visit
bit.ly/2qe23VB.  Alternatively, you
could look up the Liverpool Maritime
Museum for more information.

Eddie Matthews

Photo: The M.V.Derbyshire, originally named the Liverpool Bridge.
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The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

By the time you read this article, Christian Aid Week will have
happened. The buckets and envelopes will be gathered in, the
money will have been counted and most will have been banked. So
where will this money be heading?

This year, the emphasis is on support of refugees: the same theme that kick-started
Christian Aid into being in the immediate post-WW2 days. Much of the youth and
children's material has been very thought-provoking:  "What would you take with you
if you had to flee in 10 minutes?", "Who or what would you miss most?" And other
deep questions.

Please take some time to think about refugees fleeing violence and particularly
children who might be making journeys across several countries alone or with just
one sibling. The person fronting much of this year's literature is 91-year-old
Theodore. He was supported by Christian Aid in the post war years when his
homeland, Serbia, was in tatters and at civil war. He was a lone, older teenager during
this time and, as he says, Christian Aid "was my survival".

The front & Back Covers

This month’s front & back page photos show the 10.30 am service at St Nicolas’
Church, Kings Norton, on 14th May this year when Bishop Maurice Sinclair presided at
the parish’s annual Confirmation service.  Many more photos are available online at
bit.ly/2qH0GAn.

This year’s candidates were Layah Maynard, Laura Grace Crawford, Jake Newsom,
Leon Brown, Melissa Brown, Bahman Pordelkhaki, Joseph Olumuyiwa, Victoria
Olumuyiwa and Penny Bryan, who was formally received into the Church of England.
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