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“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear, though the earth give way and the
mountains fall into the heart of the sea.” So
begins Psalm 46, which reminds us that,
when “nations are in uproar […] the Lord
Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge.”

A Parish Magazine is probably not the place
for political debate, but neither can it ignore
upheaval of the kind we are currently living
through, as if the life of parish, city or
diocese were somehow unaffected by or
detached from the bigger picture.

Whatever your views about the outcome of
the referendum, one thing is becoming
clear as the dust settles and that is the
urgent need to strengthen and to rebuild
relationships of trust at every level, from
the local to the international, from the
personal to the spiritual. I hope that that
message comes through clearly in these
pages and that you will find here something
to encourage, to reassure and to challenge
you in the uncertain times which lie ahead.

The Editor
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From the Rector
Kings Norton Rector Sent To The Tower

Clergy can find themselves invited to
all sorts of places but an invitation to
Windsor Castle must be the most
exclusive invitation I have received in
20 years of ministry.

I have not been as a tourist to any of
the working palaces or castles of Her
Majesty so this summons to stay at
Windsor for 10 days in early July was
intriguing.

In fact the invitation was to stay at St
George's House in the grounds of the
castle as the guest of the College of
Canons who maintain St George's
House as a place of consultation for

people in leadership roles in our
society. My invitation was to take
part in one of their Clergy
Consultations to spend time in in-
depth study and debate about a
range of theological and ethical
issues confronting our nation.

St George's House was founded in
1966 by H.R.H. The Duke of
Edinburgh and the then Dean of
Windsor, Robin Woods, as a place
where people of influence and
responsibility in every area of
society can come together to
explore and communicate their
views and analysis of contemporary
issues.

The House is located within
Windsor Castle and forms part of
the fourteenth century foundations
of the College of St George. The
heart of the College is St George's
Chapel where, three times a day
every day, prayer is offered for the
nation. That tradition of prayer,
established in 1348 by King Edward
III, has extended for more than six
hundred years. It is precisely this
tradition that gives the House its
impetus and its wider theological

Well…to Windsor Castle, Actually
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context. The offering of prayer in the
Chapel finds a practical expression in
consultations, where the House offers
space for nurturing wisdom.

The publicity material for St George's
house states,

“Our Consultation programme focuses
on three distinct areas: contemporary
issues, service to the Church and
hospitality for groups who,
understanding the ethos and core
objectives of the House, bring to us
their own consultations. Taken
together our annual programme is
varied, rich, and intellectually
challenging.

“The Duke of Edinburgh believes that,
as the College is hidden away within

the Castle walls, it is particularly
suitable to attract people in positions
of leadership within government,
industry, commerce and the churches
as a place for discreet discussions of
mutual and national interest.

“Wisdom is not a product of
schooling but of the lifelong attempt
to acquire it. (Albert Einstein)”

Windsor Castle itself is reputed to
be the oldest and largest inhabited
castle in the world. It has been the
family home of British kings and
queens for almost 1,000 years. It is
an official residence of Her Majesty
The Queen, whose standard flies
from the Round Tower when she is
in residence.
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The Queen spends most of her private
weekends at Windsor and takes up
official residence for a month over
Easter (March to April), known as
Easter Court. The Queen is also at
Windsor for one week each June,
when she attends Royal Ascot and the
service of the Order of the Garter.

The castle's publicity states,

“Windsor is still very much a working
royal palace. The Castle is used
regularly for ceremonial and State
occasions. It is here that The Queen
often hosts State Visits from overseas
monarchs and presidents. St George's
Hall makes a spectacular setting for a
State Banquet, when a single table,
stretching the length of the hall and
seating 160 people, is decorated with
porcelain, and silver-gilt from the
Royal Collection.

“Occasionally The Queen hosts a ‘dine
and sleep', when Her Majesty invites
important figures, such as political
leaders, Ambassadors, High
Commissioners or the heads of

Commonwealth nations, to have
dinner at the Castle, before showing
them a special display of items from
the Royal Library. The guests then
spend a night at the Castle and
depart after breakfast the following
morning.”

St George's Chapel within the Castle
Precincts is the spiritual home of the
Order of the Garter, the oldest order
of chivalry in the world. Founded at
Windsor by Edward III in 1348, its
Knights still attend a Service of
Thanksgiving in the chapel of their
patron, St George, processing in
their robes and insignia through the
Castle Precincts. Today, the Order
consists of The Queen, The Prince of
Wales and 24 Knight Companions.
There are also Royal Knights and
Foreign or 'stranger' Knights. St
George's Chapel remains an active
centre for worship, with daily
services open to all. I hope to give
you a fuller report of my time at
Windsor in the next edition.

Revd Larry Wright



7

Funerals
June 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

3rd June Frank Leslie Smith 86 SN
 Mary Winifred Landreth 93 Bu.CY
7th June Rayon’n Kash Laing Stillborn SN.Bu.CY
9th June Christine Margaret Honey 85 Cr.RH
10th June Frances Robinson 82 In.CY
16th June Margaret Mary Clarke 91 Bu.CY
 Phyllis Jane Kennerley 95 Cr.RH
17th June Stephen Robert Hubbard 62 SN.Bu.CY
21st June Joan Celia Hepherd 88 SN.Bu.BE
28th June Beryl Ann White 74 SN.Bu.KN
29th June Martin Paul Hines 61 Cr.LH
30th June Patricia Anne Endsor 78 Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WP : Westall Park,
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Today’s libraries must reflect the
ever-changing demands of their
communities or suffer the
consequences.  There are some
people who regret the passing of
the days when the place was a
silent and peaceful venue in which
to browse books, but they do
nevertheless understand why
things have had to change. As far as
Kings Norton library is concerned,
the plain fact is that, if we hadn’t
developed into a popular location
for a wide spectrum of local
activities, then we might no longer
exist.

Fewer community libraries across
the country are now open, as we
are, for five days a week. Some
have seen their hours drastically
reduced, even to a couple of days a
week; some have, regrettably,
closed completely. The fact that we
remain in good health is a tribute to

the role that the library has
established within the community
over 100 years of service; to the
community itself in its willingness
to use our facilities and to the
support of our councillors. Last
but not least, it is due to the

Kings Norton Library
Reflects Contemporary Demands

In Part 2 of our article,  manager Jacquie Deeley explains how, by
consistently addressing the needs of the modern community and

with the support of local councillors, Kings Norton Library has
successfully resisted the fate that has befallen many others.
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commitment and initiative of
library staff over many years.

The library opened 110 years ago
this month. There’s a wonderful
picture of a gathering of local
dignitaries outside the front door,
all straw boaters, streamers and
flowing summer dresses!  We’ve
since been described as a
“charming Edwardian building”,
topped off by that roof outline with
its distinctive cupola.

The library service then was far, far
removed from what it is now. In its
first years, there was no access to
the books themselves. People
borrowed or returned books
through a hatch. That was pretty
much the whole service.

It’s really quite astonishing to
compare those early days with our
situation now. Of course, any time
you come in you still see shelves
and shelves of books, large print
and conventional, with a selection
of audiobooks and CDs being
enthusiastically browsed. You’ll
see people reading and studying
just as people did for years.

But there’s so much more. You’ll
also see a battery of no less than
14 computers, some of which
were acquired for our new
children’s section. Kings Norton
was one of the first local libraries
to offer PCs, which are still
primarily intended to help people
seeking jobs (apart from our new
children’s computers, which focus
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on creative activities) and for
people who otherwise could not
afford their own machines. All have
internet access and usage is
relatively high, which is why we ask
potential users to book specific
time slots.

Particularly over the past ten years
or so, the library has also seen a
major expansion of the other
activities that are housed there.
Some are activities which we
provide ourselves. For others,
people or groups hire our facilities
as their base. Currently, every week
there is the “Funday Tuesday” for
toddlers; the Creative Writing
Group on the same day; a Coffee
Morning on Wednesday, which
from time to time has a guest
speaker; and the Art Group on
Thursday. Every other Friday
afternoon there’s Story Time for
3-to-5 year olds. Our Book Club
meets on the first Saturday of the
month. The Local History Group

meets on the first Wednesday of
each month and the local
councillor’s surgery is on the
fourth Thursday of the month.
From time to time, we also have
special events, such as a recent
talk by a Shakespeare historian to
mark the great writer’s 400th
anniversary.

It’s a spectacular array of activities
and there’s not enough space to
provide any more details on each
one.  However, there’s more on
our website, and there are leaflets
about each of them at our
counter. A monthly newsletter is
available online and in printed
form.

There’s no doubt in my mind that
the development of this varied
range of activities has protected
our library status and helped build
a position where, more than ever,
we are an important location for
the Kings Norton community. If I

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate
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may be so bold, it’s a particularly
creditable achievement because
our staffing levels have reduced
dramatically over recent years, as
funding has reduced.  The library
may still retain its atmosphere of
calm efficiency but, like the swan,
those of us who are left are
paddling frantically most of the
time to keep things afloat. At all
times, however, we continue the
tradition of highly motivated,
friendly staff that has served us so
well over many years.

We honestly believe that, as well as

a wonderful range of books and
CDs, there really is something for
everyone. If you’re not in the
habit of visiting us (we’re open
Tuesday to Saturday) or of
accessing the latest information
online, please start now. You
won’t regret it and you could
easily find that it opens up new
horizons for you.

Jacquie Deeley

Kings Norton Library Contact Details

0121 464 1532

kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk

www.libraryof birmingham.com/kingsnortonlibrary
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Chaplaincy Matters
in Birmingham
“… over the sea to Skye … “

Stephen Plant opened the recent
Chaplains’ Team Meeting at the
Innovation Centre, Longbridge. He,
Angi and Becs are off to live on the
Isle of Skye at the end of July and this
was our farewell time with him.
Stephen has been instrumental and
inspirational in encouraging church
members across Birmingham to join
as voluntary chaplains in one of the
workplaces in the area. He has been
chaplain to the workers on the
Longbridge construction site since
the regeneration of the former
Austin works began 5 years ago.
Stephen is also a founder member of
“God's Heart for Longbridge”, the
organization of local churches who
meet to pray and discern God's will
for the regenerated Longbridge.

Last year he was honoured for his
work in the community. His name is
inscribed on the Foundation Plaque
for Longbridge village with the words
“Chaplain to the Longbridge
Development”. He was also
presented with an inscribed trowel at
the unveiling.

“The mark of good chaplaincy is,
above all else, an increase in harmony
and well-being in individuals and
organizations.”

These opening words of Stephen's
sum up perfectly the work we are
trying to do as chaplains in the work
place. We walk a tight path between
presence and engagement within
the various companies we cover,
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including education, retail, the
National Express depot, the Fire
Service at Solihull, the inland
Waterways, hospitals, Birmingham
airport, anywhere where people
work. We offer silent Christian
witness by just being there, ready to
listen, talk, offer support in the ways
we are needed.  We're chaplains to
everyone, of any faith or no faith

We hear many stories which we can't
always share but we can offer to pray
if it seems appropriate. At Bournville
College, my patch, we can't
evangelize except at the Christmas
and Easter services when we can
really go for it!  For the first time we
held services openly in the social area
which were a huge success with lots
of student input, well attended,
joyous and occasionally chaotic! We
enjoy engagement activities often,
marking Holocaust week, St.
Valentine's day, Mothering Sunday,
Christian Aid week amongst others.
Where appropriate we hand out
chocolate and bookmarks, always

well received and a great opener for
conversation.

One moment during the Holocaust
memorial activities stays in my
mind. We were giving out labels for
folks to write a place of suffering
which they wanted remembering in
prayer. A young Muslim man from
catering in a white djellebah
stopped to talk. He would not touch
our hands or take a leaflet directly
but he did return with a box of
freshly-made sweet potato chips
which he presented to us with
thanks for what we are doing.

As we say “Fare thee well” to
Stephen, Angi and Becs and also
“Haste ye back!” to visit us, we also
say a big thank you. We pray that
you will be blessed in all you do in
Skye. We will miss you so much and
we'll ensure that chaplaincy matters
in Birmingham!

Thelma Mitchell
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A Belfast Tale

In 1961, a small group of officers
and crew were sent to Belfast prior
to joining the liner Canberra later
that same year for her maiden
voyage. I spent some two months
commuting each day to a large
depot in the Harland and Wolff
shipyard.

After a very stormy crossing of the
Irish Sea, we arrived at Belfast at
7:30 a.m. on a cold misty morning.
A senior leading hand had been sent
over earlier to find lodgings. I was
handed a piece of paper with an
address, but he did not know
exactly where I was supposed to
live, which was not the best of
starts. A chap called David was
billeted in the same area off the
Newtownards Road, so we paired
up and set off to look for our digs.

The local people were very friendly
and keen to give us directions. The
problem was that we could not
understand some of the broad
Northern Irish dialect. We caught a
trolley bus and eventually found the
two places. David’s was in a

terraced street. We rang the bell
and a woman in curlers answered
the door with a cigarette dangling
from her lips. David later told me
that she used to give him three
slices of fried bread with an egg on
top for breakfast.

I was billeted about half a mile
away and was pleased, when I
arrived, to see a large detached
house. A middle-aged lady opened
the door. She seemed homely and
quite smartly dressed. Before she
let me she asked me, “What path
do you tread?” I replied, “What do
you mean?” Eventually, I found
out that she wanted to know what
faith I followed. “No Catholic will

In which Eddie the Merchant
Mariner visits Northern
Ireland and gets into mischief.
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cross my doorstep,” she said. I told
her I was an “agonistic”, which she
did not understand. I managed to
keep a straight face and said
“Church of England.” She said, “Is
that Protestant?” I was allowed in.

I had a nice clean room, though it
was not very warm. She was a good
cook so I quickly settled in. Every
morning I caught the same bus. The
work was easy, unpacking things
like two tonnes of wooden coat
hangers, about 2,000 mattresses and
all sorts of items with which to stock
the Canberra. Poor David had a
problem with his landlady, though.
He described his evening meals as
roast rabbit with boiled potatoes
and chopped beetroot. Ugh!
Matters came to a head when he
came back one night and found his

landlady in his bed with an empty
gin bottle in her hand. He moved
into my digs soon after that.

It was nice to have some company
as we could not go out each
evening. We had the dining room
to ourselves. There was no
television but there was a radio
that only seemed to pick up the
local trawlermen. We played
scrabble and read books. We used
to go into town twice a week,
mainly to go ballroom dancing. I
made quite a few friends. I found
people so welcoming and kind. I
was asked to tea with a girl called
Sally at her parents’ home. I had
quite a few “Ulster teas”,  often a
lovely fry-up with soda bread and
potato cakes which was always
followed by (Continued on page 40)

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.
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They Came From Kings Norton

Aaron Jones

Next time you're at the Toby
Carvery on Pershore Road South, or
even passing by, take a closer look at
the building. The front half is all
bright and modern pub
architecture, but the back half (at
the Cotteridge end) doesn't quite
match it: now used to house the
kitchens and as sleeping quarters
for residential staff, it's rather
overgrown and faded and looks as if
it's seen better days.

That's exactly the case. In fact,
before the carvery was tacked on, it
was a fairly grand private house,
built for one of Kings Norton's most
significant personalities, a man who
played a key role in moving what
was still essentially a rural economy
into the modern era.

It's also the only tangible link with
what was once one of our most
imposing buildings, the vast Hurst
Mill (aka Kings Norton Mill) that
dominated the corner of Camp Lane
and Pershore Road South for nearly
100 years until its last traces
disappeared in the 1980s. Its site is

now shared between the BP garage
and the allotments that stretch out
behind it: naturally, the Hurst Mill
allotments.

When the Jones family from
Tamworth became tenants of the
mill in 1857, they became part of a
centuries-old tradition: the first
tangible records of a grain mill in
that location go back to the early
13th century. It was built there
because the local river, now the
River Rea, was the only available
source of water power. For
centuries its waters were
harnessed by the creation of a mill
pool, giving the capacity to keep
the mill's stone grinding wheels in
action. Amazingly, the mill pool
was actually between the mill and
Camp Lane, not on the River Rea
side as you might expect.

Local farmers took their grain
there to have it converted into
flour, and that was basically the
mill's role for some 600 years.
When the Jones's arrived it was
just a typical local grinding mill.

The humble miller who became a Kings Norton pioneer.
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Aaron took over its running from his
father in 1864. He made a successful
bid to buy the mill, then in a
relatively ramshackle state, a few
years later. Still in his twenties and
totally committed to building up
trade, he brought radically new
dimensions to the business.

His first action was to demolish the
old mill and create a contemporary
facility with new grinding stones,
more than doubling capacity.  He
modernised the functioning of the
water wheel and then in 1887
completely replaced it with the
latest technology, a water turbine.
He needed to do this because his
ambition was to extend the business
by grinding grain from America,

wheat grain which tended to be
harder than the British equivalent.

Providing a service to American
wheat growers was a very
ambitious concept for a miller in
the Midlands. Most of his
competitors were logically enough
located at the ports, close to the
grain's point of arrival. But Aaron
had a way of overcoming this: the
railway. With Kings Norton station
and a network of railway sidings
just up the road from the mill,
Aaron was soon processing
massive volumes of grain.

As the business thrived, he needed
much bigger premises, so he built
a gigantic new structure, four

Photo: Hurst Mill
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storeys high with a vast pitched
roof: a towering presence which
was to dominate the area for
decades.

It seems that Aaron and his family
actually lived at the mill for several
years, but his new fortune enabled
him to build a house close by the
mill, the house that is now the rear
element of the Toby Carvery. It was
completed in the early 1890s.

With his international ambitions
and the technology involved, Aaron
had already made a vital
contribution towards transforming
Kings Norton from a rural to an
industrial economy. But he also had
a wider vision, one of public service.
He was a perfect
Victorian/Edwardian archetype, the
industrialist seeking to make a
wider contribution by taking on
broader social responsibilities He
became one of the most influential
members of the Birmingham
community, as a magistrate, an
Overseer of the Poor and a member

of the Highways Board.

His new house, which it appears he
called Glen Hurst, soon became a
focal point for gatherings of the
great and good: many discussions
about the future shape of Kings
Norton and the development of its
burgeoning industrial areas took
place there.

Aaron died in 1912, by which time
he had sold Glen Hurst and moved
to one of the area's most
prestigious addresses, Middleton
Hall Road. A local man for nearly
40 years, he was buried in St
Nicolas’ churchyard.

What of his grand creation, Hurst
Mill? As with a number of Kings
Norton's most historic buildings,
now it's hard to imagine that,
together with its mill pond, it was
ever there. But its gigantic bulk
dominated Camp Lane for many
years after Aaron passed away,
even after the first garage was
built on the corner in the 1960s.
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Despite declining business, under
new owners the mill stayed in
operation, the last of its type in
Birmingham, until the early 1940s.
At that time, Birmingham's Public
Works Committee decided that it
needed to improve the road on
Camp Lane, and enhance the flow of
the River Rea. The owners agreed to
sell part of their site and, more
critically, their water rights, which
meant that there was no longer any
power. 600 years of hard grind had
come to an end!

The machinery was removed and
Hurst Mill became a venue for a
number of smaller local companies.
Its enormous shell remained intact

until the 1960s, after which it was
gradually pulled down so that by
the end of the 1980s virtually no
trace was left. The mill pool was
filled in to help expand the garage
forecourt, and the general site
became the current allotments.
Now, it's a placid and rather
charming place, almost rural in its
character (though if you look very
carefully, you can still see the odd
minor trace of the old mill).

There's much more about the area's
milling heritage in 'Kings Norton: A
History' by George Demidowicz &
Stephen Price.

Michael Kennedy
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From 20th September to 10th October
this Autumn, the diversity of
Birmingham is going to increase even
further with a visit by six visitors from
the Anglican Diocese of Bolivia. The
team are made up of a bishop, three
vicars and two female lay leaders. They
come from four of the biggest
populations in Bolivia: La Paz
(the capital), Santa Cruz
(the largest city and
soon to be home to
our CMS link
missionary, Lee
Norfolk),
Cochabamba
and Tarija.

Only one of the
team is an
English speaker.
They will be staying
in the homes of
church members across
the south of our city.

This trip is the latest expression of a
small, yet growing relationship
between the two dioceses of
Birmingham and Bolivia. As the result
of visits by a Bolivian priest called
Walter Barrientos and the then Bishop,
a team of twelve local Christians from
Selly Park visited Bolivia for three

weeks in the summer of 2013. The
friendships made and the impact of
what the team experienced led to a
further visit by a team of seven,
mostly clergy, last summer.

This visit by the Bolivians is a chance
to repay the wonderful hospitality

which our teams have enjoyed
in South America. It's

also a sign of
Birmingham's

desire for this to
be a mutual
relationship, for
the Bolivians
have much to
teach us. Theirs
is a fascinating
and varied

country, from the
Andes and High

Altiplano in the north
to the rainforests and

jungle of the south east,
where the feel is more Brazilian.

The Anglican church in Bolivia is tiny
compared with the Roman Catholic
and Pentecostal churches. It faces
many challenges, yet its leaders have
been delighted to develop this
relationship with what they see as
their "mother" church.

The Bolivians
Are Coming!
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What will the team be doing? Well, the
idea is to expose them to something of
the variety of church and city life in
Birmingham. They'll be meeting
leaders, sharing experiences,
observing projects, preaching and
being interviewed in churches. The trip
is also about strengthening existing
relationships and building new ones.
When you've come 8,000 miles to a
new culture and country, you have to
do the sights as well, so they'll be
doing a fair bit of sight-seeing.

We're delighted that, on 28th

September, the team will have the
opportunity to chat to members of the
Spanish conversation club which I run
in Kings Heath. It'll be a welcome

break from their having to try out
their English!

Not only that but we are planning a
Bolivian cultural evening at St
Nicolas’ Church on Tuesday 4th

October, when you will have a
chance to ask them about their lives,
their country, their joys and their
challenges. They'll be pleased to give
you a flavour of their wonderful
country. Don’t worry about the
language barrier: the parish has at
least four Spanish speakers amongst
its congregations and translators will
be available.

Gemma Harris
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship



23

Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Boredom Is
the Key to
Happiness

Mark Dolan is an
English comedian,
writer and television
presenter. This article
originally appeared in
the Huffington Post in
July 2016.

When were you last bored? It never
happens does it? If you think about
it, we have eradicated it from our
lives. Boredom is so last century. A
recent day trip to the sleepy Kent
fishing town of Whitstable is a case
in point. Having spent the day
strolling around, sampling local
beers and eating my own body
weight in oysters, I found myself
sitting on the shingle beach (not a
fan btw - worse than walking on
Lego). I have a vast sea that lies
before me, the mesmeric crash of
waves against the stones and the
warm evening sun nestling on the
horizon. After a minute or two of
this jaw-dropping beauty, I feel a
nagging sense of boredom. I’m
done with this scene of beauty. I’m
over it. Move on! Almost
subconsciously, I slip my hand into
my pocket, slide out my iPhone and
immediately begin to play. An hour
passes, during which time I could
have been anywhere. I’ve read the

Huffington Post (obviously!),
MailOnline, BuzzFeed and BBC
News; I’ve checked my Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and email; oh
and I’ve texted my mum, sister and
best friend (they are not the same
person) and called my colleague.

I realise I’m hooked. I’m a digital
junkie. And I’m not the only one, if
Apple and Google’s share price is
anything to go by. Our use of
technology mirrors that of an
addict getting their hit.
Smartphones are the new
smoking. The arguments are even
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the same - “I have to”, “ I can’t help
it”, “I enjoy it”, “I need something
to do with my hands”. Like a user,
it’s amazing the sacrifices we are
willing to make to get our hit:
checking our phone whilst eating
with friends, replying to a text
message while at the wheel of a car
or, worst of all, looking at a
Facebook update whilst your child is
telling you about their school day.
I’ve seen parents and children in
parallel universes walking down the
street. Dad on his phone, child in a
pushchair, glaring at some stuff on
an iPad. It’s bleak.

So like all drugs, we must curtail it, if
not entirely give it up. We need rules
about when and where we use
technology; that way we control it,
rather than it controlling us. Perhaps
you put your phone into a basket
when you get home, like your keys.
If you want to use it, you must
deliberately walk over and retrieve
it, before putting it back. The
proximity of technology - in our
pocket, on our wrist, inside our
glasses - is part of the problem. I am
not addicted to my desktop
computer because it lives in a room
in my house.

If you do cut back, you will need to
be prepared for the withdrawal
symptoms obviously. There will be
predominantly just one - boredom.

That’s right. You will feel bored.
But boredom is a form of
communication with your soul. It’s
what happens when you stop for a
moment and actually feel yourself.
In the absence of the digital opiate
that is the internet, you will be
alive. Emotions are meant to be
felt. They are there for a reason
and drive us as human beings to
ultimately do great things and
more importantly be happy. Yes
you will not like the feeling of
boredom, but you will take that
feeling and you will do something
with it. You’ll go for a walk, fix that

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 13th August 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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wonky shelf or read a book. (Books
are ok - that’s analogue).

We need this downtime for our
psyche. We need to allow ourselves
to feel pain, sadness, boredom,
indolence. It’s part of our emotional
ecosystem, which is very good at
balancing itself out if you allow it to.
Technology is a barrier to this. Our
soul is like the weather - you have
rain, sun, wind, snow - all the
elements. We are using technology
to mask these feelings and it’s
affecting our mental health.

There are parallels in terms of our
relationship with food. As well as

boredom, we’ve banished hunger
too. Now of course there is food
poverty in this country and it’s a
big problem which needs to be
addressed. But our generation very
rarely have a moment when we are
ravenously hungry. We snack. We
graze. And we eat a lot of
processed foot that is so high in
sugar and fat, it takes forever for
our battered digestive systems to
process. We’re not so much well
fed, as bloated.

I would estimate that for 80% of my
waking life I’ve got something in
my mouth. Sadly it’s very rarely
broccoli or kale. It’s usually Fox’s
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Party Rings, purely because I like to
party. I do remember being hungry.
It was in the 80s growing up as a kid.
It was usually the time between
breakfast and lunch and between
lunch and dinner. I remember sitting
there at school at midday longing
for the dinner lady’s signature dish
of Toad In The Hole. I came home
starving, willing to eat whatever my
mum put in front of me. Now my
children swing by Costa on their way
home, much to the detriment of my
credit card. Two decades ago, we
didn’t have 500 calorie lattes and
frappuccinnos to plug the gap. Not
only is short term hunger good for
the body, as it gives our organs a
break, it also makes the food taste
so much better once you get it.
When I entertain at home, I have a
simple instruction for my guests -
arrive hungry. It works wonders for
how much better my slow-cooked
beef stew actually tastes.

And so it goes for our brains and
constant input. Windows of time in
our day using technology is no bad
thing, and of course most of our
jobs require it. But where it’s
within our control - free time,
weekends, holidays - there should
be parameters. Endless self-help
books stress that discipline is the
foundation for a happy life and not
yielding to every whim. So let the
discipline start with a reshaped
relationship with technology. It’s
time to have a Brexit from your
smartphone and see what your
own imagination can offer up by
way of entertainment. That’s
exactly what I’m going to do, once
I’ve checked my Facebook and
eaten some Party Rings.

Mark Dolan

Reprinted by kind permission of the
author.

Baptisms
June 2016

5th June Felicity Eve Antill
12th June Reuben Allen Jennings
19th June Isabella-Rose Hawkins
 Alexander Alfred McRobie

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship
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Whichever way you voted in the
referendum the world is a different
place since the results were announced.
There has been much written on both
sides about the result and how we move
forward.

The Gospel reading for the Sunday
following the referendum was from
Luke 9:56-62. This is the story where
Jesus walks to Jerusalem, knowing
what is to come and he journeys
through a Samaritan village rather than
avoiding it.  He wants to show us that
we need tolerance and love to move
forward, that we need tolerance and
love for healing and reconciliation to
take place.  This was echoed by the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York in
a statement following the referendum:

“We must remain hospitable and
compassionate, builders of bridges and
not barriers. Many of those living
among us and alongside us as
neighbours, friends and work
colleagues come from overseas and
some will feel a deep sense of
insecurity. We must respond by offering
reassurance, by cherishing our
wonderfully diverse society, and by
affirming the unique contribution of
each and every one.”

The referendum campaign has been

vigorous and at
times has
caused hurt to
those on one
side or the
other. We must
therefore act with humility and
courage, being true to the principles
that make the very best of our nation.
Unity, hope and generosity will enable
us to overcome the period of transition
that will now happen, and to emerge
confident and successful. The
opportunities and challenges that face
us as a nation and as global citizens are
too significant for us to settle for less.

Alongside this, Jesus also issues a
command: “Follow me.” He doesn't
accept any excuses, the “Yes, buts”.   He
doesn't want us to look back but to look
forward.

The reading for our United Service on
10th July was also from Luke, this time
from Luke 10:1-11, the story of the
Good Samaritan, in which we look for
the answer to the question “Who is my
neighbour?”  That question is central
today.  Neighbours aren't just the
people who live next door. They could
be anyone. They could be someone we
don't know or even someone we don't
like very much.  But we are all

Do Something Kind
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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neighbours and our neighbours should
not be strangers.

Since the referendum, we need, more
than ever, to act.  To show tolerance
and love.  Hate crime has reportedly
increased by over 50%.  Loneliness has a
major effect on our health and well-
being and is endemic.  Those who live
alongside us, even if they have lived in
this city for over 40 years, may feel
insecure, unwanted, and unsafe just
because they weren't born here.

We can act.  We can show the
generosity of the Holy Spirit by our
willingness to act for others and not just
for ourselves.

“Love your neighbour” is a new
campaign across the city, across all

communities and all faiths and its
message is simple. Do something kind
today. A small act. For a stranger.
Because small acts become substantial.

There are many things we can do.  We
can all perform an Act of Random
Kindness such as:

Smile and say hello to someone you
don't know; learn to say hello in a
different language and try it out;
surprise someone with a bunch of
flowers or a cake; pay for an extra cup
of coffee and ask for it to be given to
the next person to be served; share
your sweets with someone

What will you do?

Pauline Weaver
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 30.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Kings Norton Festival United Service

The Kings Norton Festival Weekend (9th-10th July) culminated in a united service at
St Nicolas’ Church on the Sunday morning. It brought together the congregations of
St Nicolas’, Immanuel and Hawkesley Churches, representatives of our uniformed
organisations and our children’s groups  to consider Jesus’ command to “Love Your
Neighbour” (see opposite) and the challenge to “do something kind today”.
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In the last few days since the results
of the referendum I have been
listening carefully to people across
the city and in parliament from both
sides of the debate. I am fully aware
that there are devout and prayerful
Christians who voted both leave and
remain and that there is a huge range
of motivations for making political
decisions such as the one taken over
our relationship with the European
Union.

All of us, whichever way we voted,
now face a period of uncertainty and
insecurity. Some of the divisions
among people who live in this
country have been exposed. It
appears that there is a sudden
increase in racist attacks including
some in Birmingham.

The Church of England welcomes
people from many different
ethnicities, political beliefs and
social backgrounds and there is no

room in the church for racism. Our
scriptures give us a clear vision of
heaven which will include people
of every nation and language
joining together in worship and as
Christians we pray every day that
God’s will be done “on earth as it
in heaven”

As followers of Jesus Christ we are
clearly called to love our
neighbour, whoever they are. We
cannot love our neighbour if we do
not know our neighbour,
understand them and their culture,
faith and identity. We all need to
build friendships that cement our
city together, crossing those
differences that can become
barriers such as age, social
background, ethnicity, sexuality,
gender and faith.

Over many generations people
have made Birmingham made their
home, built it up and found they

A Message from The Bishop of Birmingham
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can belong here. Birmingham is a
great city because of its diversity but
we cannot take that diversity for
granted. It is no use sharing a street
or a suburb with people from
different backgrounds if we do not
know them.

Our churches, schools, community
centres and projects have a brilliant
track record of welcoming people but
we all need to take part in God’s
mission to love this world and
everyone in it.

Loneliness is at epidemic levels,
prejudice threatens to pull
communities apart. On the cross,
Jesus showed us the cost of love but
he never gave in to hatred, fear or
self-preservation. He calls us now to
take up our cross and follow him,
and where we find hatred and fear
to meet them with love.

Christian Faith & Political Activity
Shortly before the General Election held in May 2015, the Church of England’s
House of Bishops published an open letter entitled “Who is my neighbour?”
In its introduction, it stated, “as the Church of England strives to be a church
which seeks the good of all the people of this country, we hope that others,
who may not profess church allegiance, will nevertheless join in the
conversation and engage with the ideas we are sharing here.” Among those
ideas, which called for “a new kind of politics, one which works constructively
with a ferment of different ideas and competing visions” was a section
entitled “Christian Faith & Political Activity”. Here’s an extract.

Some people, including some in the
positions of influence in the media,
politics and elsewhere, claim that
religion and politics cannot mix. They
assert that religion belongs solely to
the private sphere and must not
trespass into the realm of political or
economic life. Although this is often
treated as a universal truth, it is a

view largely confined to the
modern-day European context. In
previous centuries, and in most
parts of the world today, it has been
accepted that religious belief of its
nature addresses the whole of life,
private and public. It is not possible
to separate the way a person
perceives his or her place in the
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created order from their beliefs,
religious or otherwise, about how the
world's affairs ought to be arranged.

The claim that religion and political
life must be kept separate is, in any
case, frequently disingenuous - most
politicians and pundits are happy
enough for the churches to speak on
political issues so long as the church
agrees with their particular line. But
Christian engagement with political
issues has to go deeper than aligning
the church with one party, policy, or
ideology.

Observers of the global scene will
recognise that religion, far from
withering on the vine as urbanisation,
industrialisation, wealth and
education increase (the theory of
secularisation), has a growing public
profile and cannot be ignored as a
political force. Without a grasp of the
power and meaning of religion, it is
impossible to understand the

dynamics of global politics today.

Some of this resurgent religion has
been harmful. It is a mistake to
imagine that all manifestations of
religion are essentially similar or
always benign. But the challenge to
politicians is to understand how
faith can shape communities,
nations and individuals for the
good. The answer to "furious
religion" (that is, the religious
impulse turned in on itself or used
to justify oppression and conflict) is
not to marginalise religion in
general or see religious faith as
some kind of problem. It is to
acknowledge that religious
commitment is extraordinarily
widespread and that people of faith
within all the historic traditions
have much to offer to a vision of a
good society and a peaceful world.

The complete document is available
online at http://bit.ly/17MyXRt

Marriages
June 2016

4th June Oliver Mark Priest & Shian Antonia Carey
 Stephen Paul Moran & Hayley Anne Hughes
11th June Benjamin Robert Maxwell & Claire Louise Gilsenan
18th June James Brierley Walker & Sarah Louise Winnett

© The Church of England, “Who Is My Neighbour?” 2015.
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Birmingham After Brexit

Seven days after the referendum, I
wandered into Manteli’s cafe in
Kings Norton and asked the owner
if her customers were still
discussing it. Sharon Hind looked
at me as if I were a visitor from a
distant and not very clued-up
planet. “All week,” she sighed..

This is Birmingham, the 50-50 city,
with a Leave majority of less than
4,000 out of 450,000 votes. And
Kings Norton is thought of as a
50-50 kind of suburb.

The centre does feel quite Tory:
it’s all set around a lime tree-
fringed green, and flanked by the
city’s largest cluster of medieval
buildings and a score of shops
where people gather to chat.

“The referendum’s all they ever
talk about now,” said Lauren in the

Hair Shop, a bit wistfully. “It’s
usually where they’re going on
holiday.”

There has never been a week like
this. And it is hard to find any
great national convulsion that
might stand any kind of
comparison: the aftermath of
Diana’s death? The Suez crisis?
The fall of Neville Chamberlain?
The abdication of Edward VIII? …
nothing quite works. Hind
summed it up: “Both sides lied,
both sides spun.”

It is hardly surprising that, as the
voters’ reasoning has emerged, it
has turned out to be intensely
personal and evanescent, more
suited to a bye election than the
most important public choice
they will ever make.

Hope and Regret in the 50-50 City
This is an edited extract from an article published by The Guardian
on 1st July 2016. It is reprinted here, not in order to make a political
point, but because it is of local interest. The author Matthew Engel
based his article on a visit to Kings Norton Green during the week
following the referendum on membership of the European Union.
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Kings Norton’s businesses, even
the most improbable, find
themselves functioning as
therapists for a community that,
like thousands of others, finds
itself disorientated and confused.
The ward voted 60-40 to Leave,
evidently because there is not a
large student community, and the
non-white and migrant population
is below the city average.

Diagonally across the green from
Eighty-Six is Kings Norton’s oldest
place of resort in a crisis: St
Nicolas’ Church, which has
witnessed every national trauma
since at least the reign of King
John. The rector, Reverend Larry
Wright, is new to the parish but
not to Birmingham. Last Sunday,
he said, many of his parishioners
were very emotional. “One person
told me he saw the vote as a
betrayal of everything he stood
for. We were heading to be not just
Little England but Mean Little
England.”

The rector was still working on
this Sunday’s sermon: “I want to
emphasise that there is something
in the British character that is
quite capable of being implacably
non-conformist. But also that it
moves back quite quickly to a
moderate view of the world. There
may have had to be a cathartic

moment before we can move
back to that. Something needed
to break so we can face the
future, wherever that takes us.”

I thought this was very shrewd.
We have not spent much time
examining what effect it might
have had on the country if
Cameron’s ploy succeeded and
Remain had won narrowly.
Britain was a pot that needed to
boil over. Now it has.

Matthew Engel 2016

Reprinted courtesy of Guardian
News & Media Ltd.

Read the complete article at
http://bit.ly/2a2yZ9Y
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cream
cakes and numerous cups of tea.
The “Troubles” were brewing but
we had no problems at the time.

I was saddened, though, at the
vacancies advertised in the local
papers. Many said that Catholics
need not apply. One Friday
afternoon, I left the depot with three
of our group and walked up a
terraced street towards the bus
route. A band of Orangemen was
rehearsing, marching up and down
the street. We thought it was quite
funny but we had to run away as
they came chasing after us for about
half a mile. We had to avoid that
route after that.

Our landlady was paid each
fortnight by our shipping company,
P & O. She became quite mean. The
bathwater became cold after the
first 2 inches. Neat squares of
newspaper appeared in the toilet.
She would go out some evenings
and would bank up the fire in our
room with potato peelings. We got
crafty and would creep into the coal
house and get a load of coal for a
nice warm fire. Because we knew
that she never missed a trick we
would replace the missing coal with
firewood. Unfortunately, there was
a loud rumble one evening and our
efforts collapsed. She literally
screamed at us for stealing her best
black coal. Of course, we couldn't

keep a straight face and this did
not help matters. On Saturday
mornings, we would visit the ship
which was a maze of dimly-lit
corridors illuminated by arc
welders. It was hard to imagine
what a super ship the final product
would be.

After this we would go into the
city for a drink at “Moonies"
where the draft Guinness was
lethal. One Saturday, I fell asleep
on the bus and woke up near the
beautiful parliament building at
Stormont. The bus conductor just
laughed and did not charge me for
the return trip.

I went to church on a few
Sundays. It was not the same as
good old Kings Norton. I was
made to feel welcome but never
really felt at ease.

In 1974, I returned to Belfast on a
cargo ship to offload bananas.
Much had changed. To enter the
main shopping area I had to pass
through a security post manned by
soldiers. It was strange to see
armed guards outside places like
Marks & Spencer's, Boots and so
on. Our shopping bags were
constantly searched. Let's hope the
days of bombs and violence never
return to this fair country.

Eddie Matthews

(Continued from page 15)
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A New Look for The Alpha Course
The Alpha Course is run by churches all
over the world. It is a series of interactive
sessions which explore the basics of the
Christian faith in an open and accessible
way. As its publicity says, “No pressure.
No follow up. No charge.”

29 million people have tried Alpha in 169
countries and 112 languages. It runs in
churches, bars, coffee shops and homes
all around the globe. Typically, it includes
food, a short talk and a discussion during
which guests can share their thoughts.

Alpha is now building on its success by
launching the Alpha Film Series. Episode
1 is already available online at

alphafilmseries.alpha.org. Programmes
will be presented by Revd Nicky
Gumbel, the founder of Alpha,
children’s TV presenter Gemma Hunt
and Toby Flint from Holy Trinity Church,
Brompton.

The Alpha website claims that the series
will be “emotive, engaging and epic in
scale and scope” and that it will “feature
inspiring stories and interviews from all
around the world.” It was launched
globally on 14th April 2016 and will
eventually comprise 16 episodes with
titles like “Who is Jesus?”, “How does
God guide us?”, “Why and how should I
pray?” and “How can I resist evil?”.
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

Two large loads arrived this month, the
first in the form of another pallet from
Kellogg's (breathe again Thelma, it is
ordinary family sized boxes of cereal
this time and not a bran flake in sight)
and the second, the result of the
success of our summer three-day
collection event at Tesco in Dudley.

Each Trussell Foodbank is allocated a
Tesco major store and ours is in Dudley,
which is actually only about 5 miles
away if you are a flying crow. The
management then allocates a serious
amount of money and orders food
accordingly. The customers can buy
single items and donate, just as at any
other supermarket collection, or they
can do it the "Tesco way": which
means that they donate a pound and
can take £2 worth of food (usually four
items) from the display and donate
those. The donated funds return to
Tesco who buy more items with it and

who are thus able to limit their initial
outlay to about £1,000.

This scheme works very well at
Dudley and, by the end of the first
weekend in July, we had brought
home and had sorted through 4.5
tonnes of food!

This means that we have re-opened
some temporary storage at Access
for 2-4 weeks to cope with all the
food. (There is a Co-op collection only
2 weeks later. We do not choose
these dates. They are allocated to us).
Given that we are using a tonne of
food per month, this will be well used,
will be gone by December and topped
up again by your generosity at
Harvest Festival and Christmas, we
hope.

Sylvia Fox

Foodbank News
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