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News media recently reported that 800 children
at Birmingham schools had been caught carrying
knives last year. Seven hundred children had been
victims of knife crime. Some offenders were only
10 and some stabbings had taken place at school.
Our children have been killing each other.

Our Police & Crime Commissioner recently
described violent crime as a national emergency.
Unsurprising words, when you consider that, as
recently as 5 years ago, only 16 children were
caught with knives at school in the space of a year.

Alfie Bradley is a sculptor based at the British
Ironworks Centre in Oswestry. His response  has
been as dramatic as it is imaginative. A 27 foot
high sculpture of an angel made from 100,000
knives surrendered during nationwide amnesties
in 2015-2016. Thirty percent of those knives were
bloodied on arrival. Victims' families were invited
to engrave a message onto one of the many
thousands of blades. Did you see them for
yourself as, in May and June of this year, the angel
stood in Victoria Square, inviting our response?
Where do we go from here? Pauline Weaver has
some ideas on p.14.

Does prayer work? Larry and others consider the
question this month. As you read, consider this.
Until relatively recently, most children in Britain
began the school day with a prayer which included
the words 'Lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil.' Is there a connection?

The Editor
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From the Rector
On A Wing And A…
Prayer …  is a peculiarly human activity.
No other creatures known to us seem to
have our capacity for praying. Church
teaching regarding the creatures which
share our planet home is that they
'praise' their creator in their nature, by
being what they are. If we accept that
human beings were created with certain
innate capacities to maximise our
chances of survival then where does the
capacity to pray come into our
evolutionary checklist? What advantage
has it provided to our development as a
species?

The human race has flourished and
multiplied and our biggest evolutionary
advantage is the size and capacity of our
brain to reason, imagine, communicate
and build. When our distant ancestors
began to benefit from their superior
brain, the world became their kingdom
and though still liable to be prey for
larger, faster, stronger beasts, they had
the capacity to invent ways of protecting
themselves and to fight back.

All human societies have developed
rituals, ceremonies and religious
devotions of one form or another. It
seems, then, that religion and
spirituality are to be found wherever
human beings have migrated or settled.

The Christian Church is one of the
world's most prolific religions. It adapts
to new places and cultures and is
established in every continent to some
degree. The prayer life of Christians
varies enormously, from the shared
quiet of a Quaker meeting via the rock
band razzamatazz of a Pentecostal
church to the daily prayers of millions
of Christians offered quietly at home.
Whichever way of praying is known to
us, we are sharing in an act which
crosses all boundaries of race,
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ethnicity, language or creed. Even those
who profess no faith have agreed that,
at certain times in their lives, they have
'prayed'.

The phrase 'on a wing and a prayer'
comes from an incident in 1942 when
the pilot of an American bomber,
returning to base with one wing
seriously damaged, encouraged his crew
to pray that they would make  it home.
He reported to the airfield they were
coming in on 'a wing
and a prayer'. Since
then, it has been used
to represent any
situation where there
is only a limited
possibility of success
because of difficult
circumstances and
therefore a measure of
fortune is required to
give confidence and
hope.

Is this, then, the role of prayer? To
associate ourselves with the invisible
forces or fates which can determine our
lives but over which we have no control?
For our distant ancestors, acts of prayer
and worship were used to appease the
forces of nature or, in a pre-medical
world, to cure sickness and disease. The
old gods were called upon to bring
success in battle, to curse enemies and
to reveal hidden magical powers to
certain chosen people. We regard these
ancient practices as superstitions by
modern standards, yet we still see

people practising a milder form of
them today when they give decorated
horseshoes for good luck or won't walk
under a ladder or a cross on the stairs,
or choose favoured numbers for their
lottery tickets. Yes, we all want to think
we can influence our 'luck'.

In our Christian tradition, those serious
about prayer and its purpose have
access to a wealth of teaching and
wisdom reaching back to the earliest

records of our faith.
The Bible contains
examples of different
types of prayer:
prayers of praise and
adoration, prayers of
supplication and
intercession (that is,
prayers on behalf of
others), prayers of
sorrow and lament,
prayers of
thanksgiving and
gratitude and prayers

of blessing. These prayers continue to
form the basis of our religious services
and each act of worship will contain
elements of them all. For Christians,
these types of prayer help to shape the
sort of person we are becoming. Prayer
is not a one-off event which we 'do'
and then move on. Prayer has a
cumulative effect upon our lives. We
often speak of prayer as 'feeding us' for
our journey of life, a sustaining power
open to all.

‘Where does the
capacity to pray come
into our evolutionary
checklist? What
advantage has it
provided to our
development as a
species?’
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I have noticed over the years that
people who have a healthy prayer life
seem to develop similar characteristics.
They have a sense of gratitude for life
and all its possibilities, they have a
special resilience in times of trouble and
crisis, they take a longer view of life
putting their own needs in perspective
and are alert to the needs of others and
the world. Gratitude, resilience,
perspective and compassion seem to
flow from a vibrant, dedicated life of
prayer.

Like all human activity, prayer can be
misused to serve selfish, egotistical
ends. Jesus was aware of the religious
hypocrisy around him and of how proud
people were making great show of their
prayers to look good in the eyes of
others. He gave us the best known
prayer in the world, the Lord's Prayer, in
response to his friends' request, 'Lord
teach us to pray'. This simple and
profound prayer has sustained many
millions across the centuries and
continues to do so today.

So does prayer give us an evolutionary
advantage? If something is such a
common feature of the lives of all
human beings then it must have a role
to play in our nature and potential. If
prayer deepens our capacities for
compassion, hope, resilience and
perspective then these qualities will aid
us in times of challenge and provide a
channel for celebration when things go
well.

More crucially, I believe that a healthy
prayer life is means of rescuing us from
the temptations of self-centredness and
self-reliance, believing that our fate and
future rest entirely in our own hands or
surrendering to a gloomy fatalism
which causes us to lose hope and faith
in the world. Good prayer aids and
comforts, inspires and restores us, and
prompts our pastoral, compassionate
nature to action. When lived out, these
qualities develop us as individuals and
as communities of prayer and flow into
the stream of humanity and the world
in which we live.

Revd Larry Wright
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The Bull’s Head
is widening its community role
Kings Norton has several iconic
locations; most of them many
centuries old. A more modern
landmark is the Bull's Head.
Established well over 100 years ago, it
is now the only survivor from an era
when there were actually four public
houses on The Green, together with
the Navigation on Wharf Lane.

The Bull's Head has now embarked
on a new era after significant
investment. Its new owners,
Marston's Breweries, have spent some
£250,000 on new and improved
facilities, including a new exterior
colour scheme more in harmony with
the gentle colours of the Green.

Since it re-opened in early April, the
pub has not only attracted a wider
clientele, but is also fulfilling its
commitment to playing a wider role
in the community. Business owner
Paul Murphy is determined to
recapture the days when the pub was
a centre for local activities.

One early area of activity is support
for charities. Marston's encourage
their establishments to support one

national and one local cause during
the year. Paul has chosen the national
Air Ambulance charity and has
canvassed the opinion of customers
on Facebook in identifying a local
initiative. He and the Bull's Head
regulars have opted for the Tracey's
Dream charity, which helps people
with terminal illnesses to take a break
from the demands of their daily lives
by providing facilities in holiday
areas. Starting with a caravan near
Evesham, the charity, founded and
managed by a Bull's Head customer,
is seeking to open further locations.

Paul has agreed to co-sponsor a
charity golf day at the Cocks Moor
Woods course on 6th July, providing
breakfast at the Bull's Head for all
participants. Founder Stephen Pugh
says 'We are deeply grateful to Paul
and his customers at the Bull's Head
for their magnificent support.'

Another way in which the Bull's Head
is helping local activities is by
providing much-needed storage space
for the organisers of the monthly
Farmers' Market, space which is
proving a real help to those who,
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until now, have had to bring in
equipment from other locations. 'It's
a real boost for us, eliminating
something that has always been a real
challenge,' said a member of the
Farmers' Market team.

There's a very obvious way in which
Paul is improving the ambience of
The Green. Unfortunately it has been
a familiar sight in recent years to see
smokers outside the front of the pub,
often with their drinks. The fact that
this is contrary to local bye-laws was
conveniently overlooked by previous
owners, in part because there was
nowhere else for smokers to go.

But Marston's decided that a major
area of refurbishment should be the
Bull's Head's internal patio which,
until recently, was an unappealing,

rather forlorn area with a couple of
shelves on which to put glasses and
ashtrays. Now it has been
transformed, with attractive bench
sets and parasols. Paul's staff have
been briefed to dissuade smokers
from going outside the front of the
pub and to use the new facilities.

The new patio is only part of the
remarkable transformation of the
pub's facilities and décor that has
been achieved. The bar overlooking
The Green has been comprehensively
redecorated, with repainted
woodwork and walls, some new
furniture, an interesting new range of
historic pictures on the walls,
repolished mirrors behind the bar,
and more attractive displays. It's
simply a nicer place to be.
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The lounge bar in the centre of the
pub has also been comprehensively
refreshed and refurbished, with Kings
Norton very much in mind. There's a
spectacular new clock with a dial
derived from a historic map of the
parish, and a large table with a surface
in a similar style. On the walls are
several nostalgic pictures of the
locality, some of which have rarely
been seen in public before, including
ones of the Kings Norton Union
Infirmary and Saxonhurst School. The
classic mahogany bar, a major feature
of the lounge for many years, has
been repolished. The smart cosiness
of the area is further enhanced by a
log-effect gas fire. All in all, it's a
warm and inviting environment
which is distinctively Kings Norton.

A hitherto relatively unknown
element of the Bull's Head facilities is
one which Paul Murphy is
determined to make into a focal point
for the benefit of the local
community. On the first floor there is
a function room, a dramatic area with
wooden beams which runs the full
length of the building. It has also been
comprehensively refurbished and
equipped with a larger dance floor.
'With its refurbishment, we'd like to
think that there will be a growing
number of community organisations
that can hire the room as a venue for
meetings and events,' says Paul.

The Bull's Head is also offering
progressively more entertainment
and leisure opportunities. There are

already weekly pool and poker
evenings, and a quiz night will be
brought in soon. There's live music on
the first Saturday of the month (it was
an Abba tribute band in June!).

Catering has also been broadened
and enhanced. The day-long food
service now has a more consistent
quality, with a new kitchen team, and
there are designated eating areas. Paul
has introduced a Lunch Club, with
preferential rates on weekdays, and
special food nights such a curry night
and a grill night, with special offers.

It's also a healthier place in which to
drink beer. There's been extensive
investment in new cellar equipment,
including the lines which feed the
beer to the pumps.

Paul is keen to foster the strongest
links between the Bull's Head and St
Nicolas' Church. 'When I was a child
back in Ireland, the community was
basically the church and the local
pub,' he explains, 'so that's the way I'd
like it to be here'. The contact is
already strong. The Rector, the
Reverend Larry Wright, pulled the
first pint after the refurbishment.
There's also an arrangement whereby
the church alerts the Bull's Head to
planned weddings, especially when
there are more than one in a day, so
that Paul can call in extra staff to cope
with the demand created by wedding
guests intent on a good time!

Michael Kennedy
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Tracey’s Dream was founded in 2016 by Rubery man and Bull's Head customer
Stephen Pugh.  His late partner, Tracey, had been offered the free use of a caravan
near Skegness, which she found to be a haven from the daily stresses and strains
of her illness back home. In her honour, Paul established the charity to provide
similar holiday havens. The first step was to purchase a caravan in Vale Park, near
Evesham, which is now being used by terminally ill people and their families from
all over the country. The charity (Charity No 1178824) provides the facility free of
charge. Users only pay for travel and food.

The charity is seeking to acquire further similar facilities. Stephen can be contacted
on 07 766 100 482, or by email at traceysdream@outlook.com. More information
is on facebook.com/traceysdream.

Giving 2019
Hawkesley Church’s well-attended Christian

Aid Coffee Morning on 18th May (below)
made a significant contribution towards this

year’s donated total of £1164.16.
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‘Come’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’
Your face, Lord, do I seek. Do not hide
your face from me. (Psalm 27)

The Old Testament Psalmist’s cry for
intimacy with God, his yearning to live
in the house of the Lord all the days of
his life, to see God’s beauty and love
in the midst of fear and danger, might
also be our cry in the deeply troubled
times of this world.

People of faith from across the globe
were no doubt seeking holy presence
and assurance in March of this year as
we mourned the deaths of fifty
Moslem men and women in New
Zealand, killed as they, like the
Psalmist, worshipped the divine.

Extremist hatred and fear of the
‘other’ used guns to demonstrate
power and supremacy, to annihilate
local people considered to be the
enemy. The individual who carried
out the shootings had built up such
walls of abhorrent division between
himself and those of differing religion,
race and culture that neither the face
of the other nor the face of God could

be seen. These walls of hatred hide
individual personalities, identities,
stories, each brick representing
difference, distrust and lack of
willingness to connect with humanity.

During Lent our parish focused on
reconciliation. Groups came together
in Hawkesley and St Nicolas' churches
to explore the walls that each of us,
often unknowingly, build up against

Stephen
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www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk

those we consider different from
ourselves, our own fear of the other.

We reflected on how we could
change our attitudes, our projections,
make choices to restore rather than
resist relationship, to invite empathy
and hospitality rather than incite
division and anger.

During our sessions, we listened to
present day and Biblical testimonies
of reconciliation and kept returning to
the example of Jesus, who took down
walls, crossed divides and saw the
face of God in the other, in the
stranger, in those who were different
from himself.

The Psalmist pleaded to be allowed to
see God’s face. God’s love and
empathy were indeed reflected in the
face of Jesus. Yet these qualities of
reconciliation were so threatening to
those whose power depended on

walls of hatred and division that even
the Son of God had to die.

As many of you know, I spend much of
my time in Druid’s Heath. Like any
large residential community, this
estate experiences divisions between
neighbours, those who are different
from each other. The forthcoming
regeneration project brings additional
pressure and anxiety as residents are
told they have to move when their
tower-block homes are demolished.
Conflict between the Council and
occupants rises as people feel
powerless in the midst of huge
change.

Yet I find centres of gathering in
Druid’s Heath, places of peace where
relationship, unity and community
cohesion are evident and where the
faces of friends and strangers are
welcome. Walls of division are
demolished as loving hospitality is
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offered and people’s identities and
stories are shared.

And amongst these stories is
Stephen’s. Stephen visits the café
most days but always sits at one of
the outside tables. He only drinks tea,
coffee and mugs of soup, all essential
in keeping his hands warm in the
coldest, wettest and windiest of
conditions. Bad weather never stops
Stephen from sitting outside Kath’s
Café where he can connect with each
person who goes past and with those
who seek the shelter of the café.
Stephen speaks to every single
individual and they speak to him.

Sometimes Stephen will walk past the
café on the way to one of his other
favourite locations, a wall on the
opposite side of the Alcester Road or
the bench near the bus stop. And
every time he goes past the windows
of the café, Stephen shares a big
thumbs-up with everyone who’s in
there. And they reciprocate.

Last Thursday afternoon, I was meant
to meet Stephen for a cuppa at Kath’s
Café but he’d forgotten and headed
down to his roadside wall. So the
coffee turned into a take away and I
sat with him for a while. Every person
who passed by was greeted warmly
and knowingly by Stephen, smiles and
conversation were shared, and I got
to join in. For Stephen, there is no
fear of the other. Each individual

offers opportunity for connection and
relationship.

Stephen is a middle-aged man with a
big beard, a woolly hat and a very
thick and well-used coat, necessarily
resistant to extremes of weather. He
hasn’t had an easy life. He lived with
his Mum and Dad but both have now
died, as did his fiancée. Stephen has
experienced a lot of sadness and loss
but, instead of letting his pain build
up defensive walls, he spends his days
seeing the faces of others, even those
who wave to him from the school bus
or drive past him in their cars,
beeping their horns. Stephen greets
everyone with an enthusiastic
thumbs-up.

When I asked Stephen why he always
sits outside he told me that he feels
hemmed in by walls. Outside he feels
closer to his beloved Mum, to nature,
to community and to God.

Stephen doesn’t build walls, he sits
on them. He chooses to be present,
powerless, curious, vulnerable and
open. Stephen chooses connection,
he chooses to see the face of God in
the other.

What this world needs, what we all
need, are fewer walls of fear, division
and hatred and more thumbs-up to
openness, connection and
reconciliation!

The Revd Catherine Matlock
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Lives, Not Knives
I would not say that I am the best
driver and yes, the odd expletive or
rude hand gesture can be witnessed if
I am behind the wheel. But I was
struck today how angry and
aggressive people are in day-to-day
life. People behind the wheel rant and
rave, swear and gesture and it's not
just on the roads that we see this kind
of behaviour. We see it in shops, on
buses and trains, even aimed at our
emergency services as they try and
help people. We see it
in our churches. When
did we get so angry?

I'm not sure if it is
something new, but I
don't seem to
remember people
responding like this
before and I'm not sure
when, if or how it
changed. How does seeing all this
anger and aggression affect our
children and young people?
Witnessing the use of aggression
means that aggression becomes a
learnt and acceptable behaviour.
This, then, becomes a normal
response when things go wrong, or
when we are frightened and angry.
And many of our young people have a

lot to be
frightened
and angry
about.

Violent
crime
involving young people is endemic in
our city. It is killing our young people.
We have even had incidents in our
own parish. We may feel that this is
something we can do nothing to

change. We may feel it
doesn't affect us or is
too frightening to be
involved with. Maybe
we blame ethnic
conflict, culture, the
media, gangs, or people
of other faiths. But we
cannot stand by. We
cannot say 'It's not my
problem,' or 'There is

nothing I can do'. It is not a police
problem, it is a community problem.
It is our problem. We are called to act.

Even more challengingly, we need to
work with both victims and
perpetrators. We must heal wounds,
care for the afflicted and strive to be
part of the solution. 'But how?' I hear
you ask.

‘Violent crime
involving young
people is endemic
in our city. It is
killing our young
people.’
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We are asking everyone to do
something this July. Here are some
ideas:

Pray - for our young people and for
our emergency services. Pray for
hope, reconciliation and solidarity. If
you wish, use the words of the prayer
'Our Lives Not Knives' (see below).
Talk - to young people and listen to
what they have to say. Challenge -
poverty is a root cause of violent
crime. Write to your MP, local
councillor and the Prime Minister
(whoever it is when you read this) and

ask them what they are doing about
poverty and cuts to youth services.
Build community - display blue
ribbons, wear them, put them on your
car, garden gate and lamp post. Add a
tag explaining that they are in
memory of all those affected by
violent crime and in solidarity with
those who are trying to finding a
solution.

Pauline Weaver

The ‘Lives Not Knives’ Prayer
Loving God, we choose to believe in hope.

Protect our city from violence.

Lead us to be good neighbours who work to turn

hostility into solidarity, fear into peace, hatred into hope,

division into unity, and suffering into safety.

Amen
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There is an old lie, which is
often thrown at them in jest,
that vicars only work one day
a week. Like all clichés, it
deserves to be examined more
closely. This month, bring you

the last of a series of articles in which the clergy of Kings
Norton come clean about exactly what it is they get up to
when the rest of us are about our daily business. This month,
it’s the Reverend Eliakim Ikechukwu, our Assistant Rector.

Rev

In case anyone is under the
impression that the job of an Assistant
Rector was about doing those things
the Rector would not want to do, I am
sorry to disappoint you, but you are
wrong.

The Assistant Rector, otherwise
known as Team Vicar in this parish, is
an ordained Anglican Priest,
appointed to play key role in the
leadership of Kings Norton Team
Ministry with a specific focus on:
overseeing the ministry, the mission
and outreach to the socially diverse
outer housing estates, which make up
the majority of the parish.

In my line of duty, I report first to the
Team Rector and then maintain a
working relation with members of our
Team Ministry which consists of: A full
time Lay Minister (Children, Youth and
Families), A fulltime Methodist clergy
(Hawkesley LEP), A Pioneer Curate, A

Music Minister, A Parish
Administrator, two Assistant Clergy
with PTO, a non-stipendiary
Methodist Lay Minister and four
Readers.

In addition to working with the Rector
and all the members of the
aforementioned ministering team, it is
obligatory also that I work in cordial
relationship with Church Wardens,
DCCs and The PCC; in the ongoing
leadership, mission, ministry and
governance of the Church.

My work relationship with the Team
Rector, includes as occasion
demands, deputising for the Rector in
their absence for the purpose of
sharing and growing in incumbent-
level ministry experience.

As team vicar, my job description
specifies that I undertake leadership
roles with Hawkesley and Immanuel
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DCCs and congregations as they
endeavour to minister to and serve
the needs of their local communities.
So far, I have had the privilege of
presiding over Hawkesley DCC
meetings, a shared responsibility
between the Methodist Minister, the
Rev Caz and myself in alternate basis.
I have also led several of Immanuel
DCCs, helping to make meaningful
inputs towards social and spiritual
wellbeing of these congregations.

Again, I take the responsibilities of
coordinating, giving guidance and
support to the Pastoral Care Team of
the Parish. These are a team of lay
ministers who are trained and licensed
to visit with and care mostly for
members of our parish who are home

bound or in elderly care facilities.
Members of this Lay Ministering Team
are authorized to administer the
Eucharist by extension on their own or
be accompanied by any of the
ordained Priests in the Parish.
Presently we do cover 5 of such care
centers or special homes including:
Moundesley Hall, Elliot House (care
for Dementia Patients), The Spinney,
Awdry and Grosvenor Courts and
numerous private home visits.

Furthermore, I am involved in building
upon links with local schools as a
particular area of mission. In this
regards, The Reverend Caz, and I, do
take turns at conducting weekly
assemblies at the Hawkesley Church
Primary Academy, helping and
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establishing a relationship between
the children, their values and Christian
distinctiveness.

Also, I have been appointed a
member of the Local Academy Board
(LAB), a new designation for those
formerly known as Members of the
Governing Board of the Primary
Academy. With this added
responsibility, I join with others
responsible for developing policies
suitable and appropriate for the
school. By this role also, I am liable to
make meaningful inputs on school
policy reviews. And also to join the
decision making disciplinary panels of
the school, should there be any case
of a pupil being considered to be on
permanent exclusion status, from the
school.

Given the responsibilities already
enumerated, one would imagine that
the role of the Assistant Rector in the
Parish was more of administrative
than ministerial, well that would be
another erroneous impression. I am
primarily licensed to preach and lead
at services regularly across the parish.

This aspect of my responsibilities
engages my time on weekly basis,
preparing and preaching at one
congregation or the other according
to the team rota.

Moreover, I have my full share in
leading the many occasional offices
taking place in the parish including:
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals.
Ours you know, is a very busy parish
when it comes to any one of these
occasional services.

In addition to my parish level
responsibilities, I endeavour to
contribute towards the life of Kings
Norton Deanery and the wider
Birmingham Diocese. At times during
the week, I do attend and make
contributions at chapter meetings
and deanery synods. Recently I was
appointed as one of the Vocational
Advisers in the Diocese of
Birmingham. By this privilege, I am
authorized to interview or hold
discussions with prospective
ordinands at the earlier stages of their
discerning calling to vocations into
ordained ministry and report back on
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them to the Diocesan officer for
vocations. I have had two of such
meetings with one of the prospective
candidates in the Diocese.

Moreover, I represented both the
Kings Norton Team Parish and the
Diocese of Birmingham in Bolivia last
year. It was one of the mission trips to
maintain our link with the Diocese of
Bolivia.

Also, at the diocesan level I am
undergoing several conference and
trainings as part of my continuing
ministerial development programs.

A typically less busy week for me in
this parish would look like this:

attending weekly Monday morning
prayers and staff meetings, attending
weekly Wednesday morning prayers
plus catching-up with colleagues,
Thursday evening pastoral or
marriage counselling meetings (if on
duty), Friday standby or on-duty
status, and Sunday service officiating
or preaching. However, my most busy
week happens when I have to do all of
the aforementioned, plus funerals
within the week, weddings on
Saturdays and Baptisms on Sundays.

Did I mention that I rest on Tuesdays?
Yes, as my 24hr weekly day off
entitlement.

Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
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The massive extravaganza of The
Chelsea Flower Show is now over
and I must confess that I am relieved
to be able to return to Monty Don
paddling about with his golden
retrievers but dispensing very sound
advice on growing things so that we
can leave the marketing festival
behind.

You can't beat a daisy

One of the redeeming features of
our motorways is the drifts of oxeye
daisies on the approach roads in
June. Some believe that they are at
their best at the Summer Solstice
(June 21).

The restored permanent

meadowland sweeping down to the
Capability Brown lake at the National
Trust property at Croome Park has a
huge swathe of these daisies
(Leucanthemum vulgare) with other
wild flowers taking over later in the
year.

There is an aristocratic cousin, the
Shasta Daisy (Leucanthemum x
superbum). Bigger and with long
straight stems making for great cut
flowers. There are many varieties, all
of them white. 'Alaska' is a good one
and seeds can be had from many
suppliers including Homebase and
Mr Fothergill. Now is not too late to
sow the seeds. Just follow the
instructions on the packet.

A cactus up a tree?

In the canopy of the tall forest trees
of Brazil can be seen the
Schlumbergera or Christmas Cactus.
One of the best houseplants, you can
buy them now as rooted cuttings or
purchase the plants in bud from the
garden centre or from your

Seasonal tips from a green-fingered reader

You Can’t
Beat a Daisy
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greengrocer in the late autumn
ready to flower over Christmas.

'I tried one of those but it died' is
often heard, but they are really easy
if your care mimics that in the wild.
So here we go:

In the wild

Situation - halfway up a very tall
tree; Compost - bird droppings, dead
leaves and rotted bark; Watering -
when it rains, which can be torrential
but infrequent; Light - screened by
the tree leaves so not too much
direct sunlight.

At home

Light - near a window facing East,
North or West but only facing South
if you have net curtains. Too much
sun and your Zygocactus, as they are
sometimes known, will bleach to a

yellow colour. Compost - I
recommend one third orchid
compost with two thirds
multipurpose compost. Watering -
gently place your potted plant in an
old washing-up bowl with warm
water to which has been added one
teaspoonful of Miracle-Gro liquid.
The water should be only half way up
the side of the pot and left for a full
half hour and then drained for half
an hour. This will save you climbing
up a tree in a rainstorm. Water only
when the pot feels light and fairly
dry. Situation - on the window sill of
a double-glazed window is fine.

Timely tip

I do not have shares in any
horticultural organisation, so any
recommendation is given to you in
the knowledge that other brands are
available. (Miracle-Gro contains
micro-nutrients as well as the usual
Nitrogen, Phosphorous and
Potassium and this can make a
difference!).

Vegetable Gardeners will be treated
to a discussion of the merits of
perennial salad plants next month.

I must take a paracetamol for
Chelsea Flower Show overkill, so bye
for now.

Adam the Gardener
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Foodbank News
Last month on this page, we
reproduced some of the pictorial
map-charts which the Trussell Trust
publishes during the year. There are
times when pictures speak volumes.

It is clear that the problem of food
poverty is the not the unhappy
privilege of any one area of the
country. It is very widespread and
covers rural, coastal, suburban and
urban communities alike.

The pattern of giving seems to be
much the same country-wide too:
countless examples of individual and
corporate generosity, mostly very
targeted, some downright bizarre
and some well meant but unfocused.

I was amused, reassured and a bit
frustrated to read notices in two
churches I visited recently (England
and Wales), both saying ‘We have
enough tea, pasta, baked-beans and
biscuits, thank you’. It was very
tempting to add to the bottom of the
notices with a ‘So do we’.

At the B30 Foodbank, we have been
beginning to look at the next five
years (we have been running for six
now). The giving base needs to be

expanded, both in food and financial
terms. The giving of food needs to be
encouraged to become yet more
focused, so that we get fewer gluts of
pasta and baked beans, but also less
of the food-fad, non-essentials or
pantry-clearance items too.

Our events team are working to
spread the word about who we are,
how we operate, what food is best to
donate and how to give financially.
We realise that foodbanks are still
'immediate aid' centres. They are
unable to deal with the issues which
create the need in the first place.
Working in partnership with the
Trussell Trust does mean that there
is a good amount of lobbying and the
production of high-quality data, so
we are at least affecting some of the
background reasons.

Someone referred to this as 'pulling
the people from the river; but we
should be stopping them from falling
in in the first place'. There is no quick
solution. At the moment, with your
help, we can, at least, pull them out
and, along with Adam, our project
worker, and the fuel bank scheme for
pre-paid meter users, we are helping
at least a few not to fall back in.



23

What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, clivehartwell48@sky.com

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.



24

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382

An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nico-
las’ Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £10.00 per annum or £7.00 for those not
in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its
neighbouring playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive
difference to the recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise
with organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green.
We work closely with the National Trust who, with their young Urban Rangers and others,
organise a programme of training and conservation activities. We usually work on Satur-
days fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and sometimes during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289
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A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role
in enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (Afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third
Tuesday of the month from 2pm till 4pm; (Evening group) Marion Atkin 0121 441 5817. Meets
every third Monday of the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities.
The local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket
Club, 247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meet-
ings, but should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com
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Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of 2017. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest
groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January 2017, it is already attracting a significant
audience. It gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the
opportunity to perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on
the first floor of the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting
to perform should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators
pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Robert Shaw, 0121 415 5226

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome
including beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House
in Cotteridge.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) or annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice  www.birminghamhospice.org.uk
suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646
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We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-
limiting illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell.  We organize
fundraising activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals.  We also aim
to raise awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  We meet locally at
7.00 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month so, if you might like to join us or can spare a
couple of hours occasionally to help, please contact Sue (as above).

Kings Heath Horticultural Society bron.salway@blueyonder.co.uk

Kings Heath Horticultural Society is the local horticultural society for Kings Norton
residents. It usually meets at Manningford Hall on Bells Lane, B14 5TJ.  We have a wide
range of speakers on gardening-related topics. We also hold two informal shows, spring
and summer, where members display and then vote for their favourites.  We meet from
March to December, usually on the first Monday of the month at 7.00 pm for a 7.30 pm
start.  Membership costs £6 annually plus £2 members' entrance fee per meeting, or £3 for
visitors. For more information please email Bron Salway.

Mentor Link www.mentorlink.org.uk, Elaine Southall 0805 937347,
elaine.southall@mentorlink.org.uk

Mentor Link is a children's charity supporting vulnerable and distressed children and young
people. It works with schools across much of the West Midlands, including Kings Norton. It
is seeking locally-based volunteers to help its work for one or two hours a week. Full
training is provided.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about
health and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A
Health Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place
every Friday from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone inter-
ested in joining the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.
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Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partner-
ship with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities
across Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the
season, it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the
Westhill Road car park at Kings Norton Park.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part
in trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne
Sports and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8.00 pm onwards. There is a
thriving programme of social activities.

Kings Norton Golf Club Brockhill Lane B48 7ED, www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564
826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, a putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events. Throughout spring and summer 2018 the club is running a
series of lessons for ladies who want to get in to golf. Participants do not need any special
golf gear, clubs and balls are provided. The cost is £25 for 5 lessons. More details on the
Home and Ladies’ pages of our website.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook
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Morris Dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Dancers and musicians,
beginners or advanced, men and women are welcomed by Black Adder. We meet most
Thursdays (except August) from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. in Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting
House at 930 Bristol Rd South, Birmingham B29 6NB. If you want to come along, please
email us to check we're meeting that week.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organis-
es a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and
our regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433
3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song, 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas’ or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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During the Week

We open Saint Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love.  All are welcome.

Wednesday  10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Open Church
Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Marriage and Christening (Baptism) enquiries in

Saint Nicolas’ Church
Saturday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Coffee and “Knit & Natter” in St Nicolas’ Church

.

Children’s Activities

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church.

Children are welcome at all services in all our churches. We offer All-Age worship and
special activities for children on certain Sundays.

Please see our weekly newsletter for details.

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs almost £1,000 a week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all financial
support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do ask for

details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Christening (Baptism) and Weddings

Saint Nicolas’ Church is open on Thursday evenings between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm for
enquiries about Christenings & weddings. This is an opportunity to make a booking to

talk about these services in more detail.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Tuesday 2 July
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly Meeting, St Joseph's & St Helen's Church

Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 3 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place: Outing to Weston-super-Mare
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.00 pm-4.00 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 4 July
● Kings Heath Horticultural Society, Outing to Stone House Cottage Garden,

Kidderminster
● Kings Norton Women's Fellowship, St Nicolas' Place, 2.00- 3.00 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00 - 10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 5 July
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 6 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 - 11.00
● Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust at CoCoMad Festival in Stirchley

Events Diary July 2019
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Monday 8 July
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice, Stirchley United Social Club, 41

Hazelwell Lane, B30 2PR, 7.00 pm

Tuesday 9 July
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 10 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with Martin

Leonard
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 11 July
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends Meeting House, Cotteridge, 2 pm: One-Board

Displays
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 12 July
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's
● Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road, 7.30 pm: An evening with singer Betsy

Harmony. Tickets including food (£12 for members, £15 for non-members) from
Lorraine Langdon on 0121 459 0944

Saturday 13 July
● Farmers' Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas' Place, 10.00 am- 1.00 pm
● Fields Millennium Green volunteer taster event, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30 am
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Summer Reading Challenge begins at Kings Norton Library
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Monday 15 July
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (evening group), Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge,

7.00 pm

Tuesday 16 July
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (afternoon group), Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00-4.00 pm: Caroline Atkins 'A Pharmacists's Work'
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7 pm for 7.30 pm: John

Butterworth 'A Hotel with a Famous Guest List'
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 17 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Poetry and songs with

the children from Fairway School
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 18 July
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 19 July
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 20 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Childrens Book Club, Kings Norton Library, 11.30 am - 12.30 pm

Monday 22 July
● Bournville Townswomen's Guild, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm

Tuesday 23 July
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
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● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 24 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Outing to Cotswold

Wildlife Park (tbc)
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 25 July
● Councillors' Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends’ Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 26 July
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Mustard Arts Children's Session, Kings Norton Library, 10 am-12 noon
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 27 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30
● Fields Millennium Green volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30 am

Tuesday 30 July
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Mustard Arts Children's Session, Kings Norton Library, 2.00 - 4.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 31 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Tea Dance
● Spoken Trend 'open mic' spoken word and poetry event, The Bull's Head, The Green:

performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Pilates with Julia 11.00 - 12.00
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Shapes & Adders Toddler Maths 9.45 - 10.45 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703 754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30 pm
(enquiries@beeches-martialarts.co.uk)
Pilates 7.15 - 8.15 pm

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline Aus-
tin 07 773 782 463)
Yoga Really Works Pregnancy Class 6.30 -
7.30 pm

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 – 5.30 pm
(ages 5-10); 5.30 - 7.00 pm (ages 11-18)
(Melanie 07 766 724 834)
Yoga Really Works Stretch & Relax with Baby
11.00-12.00 noon

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for children
and young people 10.00 am-1.00 pm (Donna
07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 13th July

2019
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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No More Missed Editions!

Become a Subscriber To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out your first subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once
a month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine to
you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our three
churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to £18 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in which case
the annual cost is £30. To renew an existing subscription, please do not use this form but
contact Alison Blumer either via the Parish Office or at subs@kingsnorton.org.uk.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE : NEW SUBSCRIBER
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £18 / £30 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to take out my first subscription to the Parish Magazine for 12 months
starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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In last month's article, I took a
personal look at electric vehicle
ownership. I am continuing to enjoy
exploring the opportunities
provided by my 'posh milk float' and
will gather further information, tips
and experiences into a future
article.

This month, I am looking at
sustainable options which are much
more accessible to all budgets. 'Eco'
is a prefix which is attached to all
sorts of words at the moment.
Everyone is climbing on the
bandwagon. For some, it is simply a
good way of joining a profit stream;
for others it is an inevitable
development to stay in business; for
most, it is driven by a genuine desire
to live and work in a more
sustainable way.

Taking a look around the kitchen
sink can be as good a starting point

as any. There are no hard and fast,
right or wrong answers here, as our
needs are all different. But our
purchases can be made in an
informed manner rather than
simply by grabbing the first product
which we see on the shelves,
whether those shelves be physical
or digital.

Soap: A bar or a dispenser? How
many people use it? Does the soap-
bar go soggy after a fortnight or
remain, a year later (in a small
household) as a rather unsavoury
brick-like structure? Is it used by
carers who need "no touch"
facilities? Can the dispenser be re-
filled at a refill shop? Do you have to
drive to the refill shop?

The questions are endless, and
certainly make shopping somewhat
more complicated, particularly if
the whole thing has to be done on

The second of a series of articles which look at various aspects
of a sustainable lifestyle in a world of limited resources. In this
one, Sylvia asks some probing questions about shopping.

Sustainability 2
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an ever-shrinking budget.

Then there is the question of how
the soap is made. What ingredients
have gone into it and how they
were grown or created and
harvested? How were the workers
who made it treated? What is the
carbon footprint of the soap’s
creation and did any plant products
used in it grow in areas cleared of
natural habitats such as rainforest?

All these questions began from a
humble bar or bottle of soap! They
can just as easily be applied to
washing up (sink or dishwasher),
laundry and cleaning products. It

can become overwhelming if we are
not careful, a  feeling that the whole
planet depends on us. In one sense,
it does, but we can be sensible
about it too, taking one product at
a time and experimenting with the
options. This will allow us to arrive
at a choice of product which best
suits the planet, our own usage and
our own budget. It is all about
balancing responsibility  for the
planet with common sense.

Have fun experimenting, and do
share your tips (both positive and
negative) by writing to the Editor.

Sylvia Fox

Sustainability 2
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From time to time, books are published which capture the public
imagination in a completely unexpected way and become best-
sellers against all expectations. Many readers will remember one
of these, called The Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady, which
became an enormous publishing success in 1977, and has since
sold in millions.

It might come as a surprise to you to
learn that Kings Norton played a
significant role in the story of the
book. Most important of all, its
author, Edith Holden, was born here
on 26 September 1871. Although
we're no longer in the countryside, in
Edith's time Kings Norton was
definitely a rural location and must
have influenced her.

Edith's parents, Arthur and Emma,
had chosen to live in Kings Norton
because Arthur owned a very
successful paint factory called Holden
& Sons, which was located in Bradford
Street in the centre of Birmingham. He
was also a prominent town councillor
and an active supporter of charities. In
fact the company continued trading
for another hundred years, building

an international reputation by
investing in advanced paint processes.

Edith was one of their seven children,
five girls and two boys. As was
common in those days, they were
taught at home by their mother.
Emma was particularly interested in
poetry, sketching and painting, and
had an abiding love of nature, all of
which shaped her daughter Edith's
future life and encouraged within her
a deep interest in the Arts & Crafts
movement. A particular influence on
her was the famous Birmingham-
based Pre-Raphaelite artist, Edward
Burne-Jones.

By the time Edith enrolled at
Birmingham School of Art in 1884, the
family had moved to Olton near

Kings Norton’s
Edwardian Lady
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Solihull. She lived there until she was
married in 1911, and it was her early
life in and around that area that saw
the development of her aptitude and
love for capturing nature through art.
She particularly loved painting
watercolours of plants and creatures.

In 1905 and 1906 she decided,
primarily for her own interest, to
explore the Warwickshire countryside
systematically and to make an
illustrated diary of the way in which
nature progressed through the
seasons. If it had a title at all, she
called it Nature Notes for 1906. It was
a collection of observations and
comments through the year,
supported by poetry and her own
pictures of plants, insects and birds.

Edith died in 1920, aged only 48, more
than 50 years before her work became
famous around the world. She would

never have dreamed of its future
success. Indeed, she never intended it
for general publication. In fact, once it
was completed, she did little with it for
the rest of her life.

She progressed to develop a career in
the arts. For a few years she taught the
subject at Solihull School for Girls.
Then she became an illustrator,
providing artwork for four volumes of
The Animal's Friend, the magazine of
the National Council for Animals'
Welfare, and a number of children's
books including The Three Goats
Gruff. Her paintings were often
exhibited by the Royal Birmingham
Society of Artists and by the Royal
Academy of Arts itself in 1907 and
1917.

In 1911 she married Ernest Smith, a
sculptor who became principal
assistant to Countess Feodora
Gleichen, a London-based figure in
high society. At the Countess's studio
in St James' Palace, the Smiths
associated with leading artists like Sir
George Frampton, sculptor of the
statue of Peter Pan in Kensington
Gardens, and royal visitors such as
King Faisal of Arabia. The story of
Edith's life has a sad and rather
mysterious end. On Tuesday 16th
March 1920, she was found drowned
in a backwater of the River Thames
near Kew Gardens Walk. On the
morning of the previous day, Edith had
complained to Ernest of a headache,
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but this was not uncommon and it was
not considered urgent. Ernest left for
the studio at St James' Palace and
Edith said that she would probably go
down to the river later to see the
Oxford and Cambridge University
crews practising for the imminent
boat race.

When Ernest returned home that
evening, his wife was out, but the
table had been laid for the evening
meal. Ernest assumed that she was
with friends. It was not until later the
following morning that he learned
that she had been discovered in the
river a few hours earlier. The inquest
established that she had tried to reach
a branch of chestnut buds. The bough
was out of reach and, with the aid of
her umbrella, Edith had tried to break
it off, had fallen forward into the river
and had drowned.

The story of how Edith's very personal
diary about nature, never intended for
a wider audience, became an
international sensation is both
fascinating and charming. The diary
had been passed down through
succeeding generations of her family
until it reached her great niece
Rowena Stott, herself an artist and
designer.

Rowena recalled, as a child, frequently
looking at the diary and being
fascinated by the beautiful and
delicate watercolours of flowers and

nature. Living in Exeter at the time,
she took the diary to a local publisher,
Webb & Bower. They were equally
fascinated by the diary and the way it
represented the nostalgic charm of a
vanished world. They signed an
agreement with Rowena to publish it
in a facsimile edition, effectively a
faithful reproduction of the original
diary, exactly the way Edith had
written and illustrated it. They
renamed it 'The Country Diary of an
Edwardian Lady'.

The book was first published by Webb
and Bower in 1977 in conjunction with
London-based publisher Michael
Joseph and it became an immediate
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sensation. It entered the Sunday
Times' best-sellers list where it stayed
for 63 weeks, earning it a place in the
Guinness Book of World Records. It
was later described by the Sunday
Times as the best-selling book of the
1970s, and remains high in the overall
best-seller lists of the last 50 years.

These days, there seems to be a spin-
off industry that surrounds any
successful book, but in the 70s and
80s it was rare. Nevertheless, it
happened with the Country Diary.
Central Television commissioned a
12-part biographical mini-series,
broadcast in 1984, which focussed on
Edith's life. It's still possible to see it
on DVD and on YouTube. As the
book's popularity became
established, it also inspired a
successful merchandising industry.
Edith's artwork appeared on dinner
services, linen, craft items, soap,
wallpaper and stationery. It's still
flourishing, new items being added
within the last few years. Country
Diary has also entered the digital age

with its publication as an e-book.

All this attention brought a growing
flow of sightseers and enthusiasts to
Edith's family home in Kineton Green
Road in Olton, which was filmed for
the TV series. Apparently, they're still
coming!

Michael Kennedy
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The Examen

This is best done at the end of each day
and is a way of reflecting on the day
that has passed.

Just be still for 10 to 15 minutes and,
during this time, firstly become aware
of God's presence with you. Thank God
for being with you, even if you have not
been particularly aware of his
presence.Then think back upon the day
and ask yourself the following two
questions: For what moment today am
I most grateful? (What gave me most
pleasure? Why? When did I feel most
alive? When did I feel most loved? When
did I give the most love?) For what
moment today am I least grateful?
(When was I saddest? What was the low
point? When did I feel life and love
draining away from me? What made me
angry or hurt? When did I not show love
or compassion?)

Give thanks to God for what was good,
thanking him for the people or events
that enriched you and asking him to
bless them. Give to God the times today

when you have been angry, hurt, sad or
low and ask him to help you understand
why these events made you feel this
way? Is there anything that you need to
change about these things or the way
you reacted? Ask for his help.

Finally thank God for tomorrow and for
going before you, so that whatever the
day brings, you will know his presence.
If you'd like to read more about The
Examen, try Sleeping with Bread by
Dennis, Sheila & Matthew Finn.  And if
you like using apps on your iPad or
phone there's even a free Examen app
which you can download.

Take a Prayer Walk

Good for the body as well as the soul! If
you are able, take a slow walk. This
might be near where you live or perhaps
further afield. It could be in the town or
in the country. As you walk, look
around. What do you see? Let whatever
you notice inspire your prayers. You
might thank God for the flowers, their
colour and the way they brighten
everything up. You might pray for the

Enriching Prayer
Part 3
This, the third article in our series of Enriching Prayer, looks
at two ways of spending time in meditation or contemplation
with God. I hope that you will enjoy trying them out.
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children you can hear playing in the
school playground or the teachers
taking a well-earned coffee break.
Thank God for all the food in the local
supermarket, for those who labour to
grow it, for safety for those who drive
the lorries that deliver it and for those
who stack the shelves or serve you. Pray

for the people you might meet. Maybe
you know their names, so can pray more
personally.

Use your imagination to help you pray
as you walk around and don't worry
about using very simple one-line prayers.

The Reverend Jayne Crooks

Druids Heath library, which re-
opened on 30th May after fears that
it had been destined for closure, is
to play a key role in a dedicated
exhibition about its local
community.

The library was closed in autumn

last year after problems with a
boiler. As weeks grew into months,
and as the City Council expressed
concern about the cost of repairs,
local people became increasingly
concerned that the authorities
would use the problem as a
justification for permanent closure.
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A number of public demonstrations
and petitions took place earlier this
year, reminding the council of the
crucial role of the library as a centre
for community life in Druids Heath.
Within a few days of the main
protest, the Council confirmed that
the repair work would be completed.

Now back to performing its

traditional roles, the library will be
one of three local venues to host a
display entitled ‘An Exhibition about
Druids Heath’. It is designed to
address the situation that no
collated history of the area exists in
any form, and tells the story of the
community using archive material,
personal histories and photography.

The exhibition can be seen at the following venues

Bells Farm Community Centre

June 26, 27 and 28 and July 1, 2 and 3 from 10 am to 2 pm

Manningford Tenants’ Hall, Bells Lane

6 and 7 July from 12 noon to 4 pm

Druids Heath Library

July 9, 11, 13, 16, 18 and 20 from 9 am to 1 pm and 2 pm to 5pm

Entry is free

advance notice of Price increase

As regular readers will be aware, we have been considering for a while whether or
not to increase the price of the Parish Magazine. We have been struggling to cover
our costs for a while now. After careful consideration, the Parochial Church
Council has agreed to raise the cover price of future editions to £1.50, which is
roughly what each magazine costs to print. Existing subscriptions will run until
they expire and can then be renewed at the new rate, which will be £18 per year or
£30 if you choose to have your magazine sent to you by Royal Mail. Separate rates
will apply for overseas subscribers. Please contact the Parish Office for details.
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Pilgrimage to
assisi & rome
october 2020

At this stage in our planning, the
pilgrim programme is being shaped.
Once we know how much interest
there is we can book hotels and flights
and finalise the dates. Here is a
flavour of what we can expect from
this exciting opportunity.

It will be a 7-day, 6-night trip and the
first three nights will be spent in
Assisi. We plan to stay at the Hotel La
Rocca in Assisi, then three nights in
Rome staying at the Hotel Casa

Valdese, which is within easy walking
distance of the Vatican in one
direction and Piazza del Popolo in the
other.

Accommodation will be shared rooms
(a limited number of single rooms are
available at extra cost) including a
buffet breakfast and three course
dinner. Lunch will be an additional
cost at an average of 10 euros per day.
For more information on the hotels go
to the following links:

An exciting opportunity for us to walk in the footsteps of St
Francis in his home town of Assisi and to explore Rome, the

cradle of European Christianity.
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www.hotelarocca.it
www.casavaldeseroma.it

In Assisi, we will explore the
delightful medieval hill town with its
wonderful views of the valley
surrounding it. While here, we will
visit the Basilica of St Francis and may
hold a service at St Francis' tomb. We
will also visit the Basilica of St Clare, a
stone's throw from the hotel, and other
beautiful churches in the town.

In Rome, we will visit St Peter's, the
Vatican Museum, the Sistine Chapel,
and other major churches such as
Santa Maria Maggiore and the
Pantheon; also Piazza Navona, the
Colosseum, the Forum and the Trevi
Fountain. We also hope to be able to
book a visit to the Anglican Centre and
the Catacombs. More information on
all these can be found by an internet
search.

The cost of this trip, including all the
above plus flights and transfers to and
from both airports and to and from

Assisi and Rome, will be about £990.00
per person. Upon booking, a non-
refundable deposit of £250.00 per
person is required, which must be paid
by 30th September 2019. The balance
must then be paid by 8th August 2020.
Should you wish to spread the cost,
provision is available once a non-
refundable booking deposit has been
received, for 10 monthly payments of
£74.00 by bank transfer.

The trip is open to members of our
three congregations at St Nicolas',
Hawkesley and Immanuel and to
those who attend St. Francis',
Bournville. If you are interested in
joining the pilgrimage, either sign up
on the sheets in church and/or speak
to Thelma Mitchell. At this point you
are only expressing an interest, and
there is no commitment. There will be
a meeting early in the autumn where
you can find out more details and ask
questions.

Thelma can be contacted via the Parish
Office.
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We like to think that the life and work of
St Nicolas’ Church has an impact of those
around us. We thought this was certainly
true of the effect we have upon the
businesses around The Green. So we
decided that we'd be a good neighbour
and invite them to join us for some wine
and snacks after a day at work.

We visited as many businesses as we
could to invite them in. This showed us
just how many we have around The Green
and people were generous with their
ideas and views of us. We perhaps didn't
get as many people coming to take us up
on the free drinks as we would have
thought. This may say something about
whether people really believed that we
weren't doing this as fundraiser! However
those who came took the opportunity to
see the church and gave us lots more ideas
about things we can do with the building
and how we tackle future use and funding.

Our plan is to keep forging links. To meet
the challenges that lie ahead we need to
contribute to our community as well as
draw upon it. Any ideas, offers and
suggestions would be welcome.

Julie and Peter

St Nicolas’ Churchwardens

Meeting the
Neighbours
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Children’s Charity
Seeks Mentors

Children’s charity Mentor Link is
recruiting Volunteer Mentors to
support children and young people in
schools.  Mentor Link has already
provided support in the Kings Norton
area, working with Lindsworth School.

Based in the Wyre Forest, Mentor Link
recently received the National
Mentoring Award for Schools.  The
charity delivers one-to-one support to
vulnerable and distressed children and
provided a service to 128 schools across
much of the West Midlands last year,
supporting 450 children.

Because of a current shortage of
mentors in the south of Birmingham,
Mentor Link wants to hear from
women and men who would like to
support children in schools for around
an hour each week.  Anyone interested
should be a good listener, someone
who is patient and enjoys working with
children and young people.

Mentor Link is what is known these
days as a Safer Recruiter. It therefore

requires two character references and
an Enhanced DBS clearance. They will
provide induction training, travelling
expenses, on-going training, and a
dedicated team of staff to support you
in your role. The Mentors are trained to
support and encourage young people
who are facing issues which are having
an impact on their education and well-
being, with a view to improving their
self-esteem and their engagement in
learning.

If you can spare an hour or two a week
and you are able to commit to a
minimum of 6 months of volunteering
please contact Elaine Southall on 0805
937347 or email Elaine.Southall
@mentorlink.org.uk.

Mentor Link also welcomes enquiries
from schools, parents and
organisations in the area who want to
hear more about its services.

For further information see
www.mentorlink.org.uk.

Could you spare an hour or two a week to help children and
young people in the Birmingham area?
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The article in our April 2019 issue about
the story of amateur theatricals in Kings
Norton has prompted many happy
memories. A member of one of our
churches' five congregations recognised
two of the performers who appeared in
one of the photos. They were June
Bulmer and her husband Michael
Vincent, who were regulars in the local
'amdram' productions in the 1950s and
early 1960s.

June's family ran the well-known
Bulmer's company, a wholesale florists
based in Sherlock Street in central
Birmingham. From time to time, Carol,

who worked there, used to help June to
prepare documents relating to the
group's activities. For many years,
Michael's family ran the popular Treasure
Trove store in Cotteridge, where people
could buy a vast and unique range of
items, mainly second hand.

After they married, June and Michael, as
far as Carol recalls, lived near Kings
Norton Park. Carol, who organises the
local Women's Fellowship, lost touch
with June many years ago and would
love to know what has happened to her
and to Michael. Can any reader help? If
so, please let our Editor know.

Can You Find Our
Lost Actors?
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You Are Cordially Invited
to a fund-raising day for

Saint Nicolas’ Church Roof Appeal

In the garden of 54 Grassmoor Road, Kings Norton, B38 8BU

Saturday 20th July from 11.30 am to 4.00 pm

Tickets are £ 3 for adults or £1 for children aged 12 and under
and can be purchased from the Parish Office.

There will be

a tombola, a cake stall and a plant stall : all contributions are
very welcome.

There will be

teas, coffee, squash, ploughman's lunches and strawberries &
cream.

We look forward to your support!

Where can you find … up-to-the-minute
parish news; tickets for local events
(bookable online); the churches’ weekly
newsletter; past editions of this magazine;
details of Sunday services; contact details for
the Parish Office;  a Who’s Who of the
Ministry Team; information about booking a
wedding; advice on planning a funeral; a
parish map… 24 hours a day? *

* Why, the parish website, of course: www.kingsnorton.org.uk. Give it a try!
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On The Panama Canal

I first went through the Panama Canal
whilst serving on the cruise liner
Canberra. It was a big, exciting day for
the passengers. The chefs prepared a
huge buffet instead of a sit-down
lunch to ensure that no-one would
miss anything of our transit from one
ocean to another.

The buffet that appeared that day
was indeed spectacular, as befitted
the occasion. There were even two
swans carved out of ice!

Canberra entered the canal early in
the morning. The first we knew of it
was when the first of three stages of
locks hove into view.

On a large passenger vessel like
ours, up to three pilots are needed
on the bridge and a small team of
men are embarked to handle the
mooring cables. These are attached
to the 'mules' which tow the ship
through the locks. 'Mules' are about
the size of a large van and run on
rails. They are very powerful
machines indeed. The locks are huge
with a control centre in the middle.

As we entered, we were towed into
the first lock and then brought to a
halt, held in position by cables. The
clearance on either side was less
than a meter. The ship then rose
quickly before being towed into the
next lock, and so on.

There are three steps up before a
ship can leave the locks behind and
cross Gatun Lake, which supplies the
millions of gallons of water which
the locks require. The lake is filled by
the heavy rainfall in the area.

This month, Eddie is leaving the Atlantic for the
Pacific … or is it the other way around?
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In places, the canal passes through
quite mountainous regions. You have
to marvel at the work which must
have been required to build it
between 1881 and 1914. The total
length is 51 miles.

After crossing the lake, the ship
enters more locks to descend to sea
level, another three steps down.
Work is under way at present to allow
more large ships to use the canal. The
liner QE2 made the transit several
times.

I had the pleasure of going through
the Panama Canal again some years
later on a P&O cargo ship. This time, I
was able to stand at the rear of the

bridge to observe the amazing sight.
The pilot was in touch with the
control centre at the locks, with his
mooring men on our ship and with
the 'mules'. All in all, it was a very
efficient operation involving great
precision in controlling the vessel as
it passed through this wonderful
technical achievement.

A transit of the Panama Canal is a
marvellous experience, not easily
forgotten. Personally, I consider it to
be one of the wonders of the world.
Why not learn more about it by
looking it up online?

Eddie Matthews
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

www.facebook.com/KingsNortonTeam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Curate (Pioneer) The Revd Catherine Matlock
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Readers David Ash, Fay  Fearon,
 Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki
Lay Preacher Steve Wright
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Peter Hay & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Due to concerns about the condition of the masonry in the church tower, the
Tower Captain and the Rector have agreed to suspend bell ringing until a full

structural survey is completed. We hope to have the bells ringing again as soon
as possible. A survey of the tower has been commissioned. After the report has

been received, we will update our readers on the condition of the tower and give
details of any further action that needs to be taken.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ 198thscouts@gmail.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
 Scouts (10½-14): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Vicky Sumner



58

Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2019 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions
and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details
of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the
copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

2nd May John Geraint Roe 80 In.CY
3rd May Mary Morrison 84 Cr.RH
9th May Betty Doreen Priddey 87 SN.Bu.CY
17th May Sylvia Margaret Mould 83 SN.Bu.CY
21st May John Frederick Lloyd 98 Cr.RD
24th May Maurice Dean Snipe 82 SN.Bu.CY

Funerals
May 2019

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton, LH : Lodge Hill, RD : Redditch, RH : Robin Hood

Baptisms
May 2019

5th May Ella Jane Hodgetts
 Halle Wynter Elder
 CeCe-Love Elder
 George Laurence Oscar Parkin
19th May Eleanor-Sheila Rose Redfern
 Olivia Emmie Russell
 Daisy May Whelan

“BAPTISM marks the beginning of a
journey with God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the first step in
response to God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common Worship
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Saint Nicolas’ Place
81 The Green
B38 8RU

 : Mon-Sat 9.00 - 4.00
 : Mon-Sat 10.00 - 3.00
 : Fri-Sat 11.00 & 2.00

Weddings, functions, corporate
& community events.

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
0121 458 1223

Photo: The Knife Angel in front of Birmingham Town Hall in May 2019. See page 3.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


