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What a weekend it was! For the first time,
the Kings Norton Festival spilled over into
the playing fields between Pershore Road
South and the Worcester & Birmingham
Canal. The decision to invite many of the
stalls, activities and narrowboats to stay
for the whole weekend added richness,
colour and variety to what was already a
well-established highlight of the Kings
Norton year. People are already
beginning to say, “We should do this
every year”. What do you think?

As so often in recent editions, however,
news of new beginnings is balanced with
that of long-planned endings, change and
not a little uncertainty. This month, we
say goodbye and an immense thank you
to Donald Sampson (pp.4-6); we learn
why Churchwardens are central to what
happens when a parish has no Rector
(pp.10-13); and Rob Morris calls us to
hope and prayer as he makes the formal
announcement of his retirement (pp.8-
9). We have much to be thankful for and
much to contemplate.

The Editor
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In a time when the church at large is
too often caught up in small
differences and in shifting the
deckchairs on the Titanic, Donald
has always reminded us that above,
beneath and within every change
and every debate, there is always
adventure in Christ; new things in
God inspired by the Spirit and lived
out together as Christ's church.

It has always been a huge privilege
to be Donald's colleague and to
discover how deeply the deep faith
in Christ he received as a child in the
daily rigours of Devon farming
inspires his life and work. Duty is a
big word in Donald's ministry, just as
it is for any farmer in the daily

discipline of feeding, milking and
caring for livestock and crops
amidst the changes of season,
market prices and food fashion.

Jesus' fondness for farming images
may be far from the lived
experience of all of us who only
meet food ready-packaged. It isn't
for farmers and growers; nor, I
believe, from what the church is

From The Rector
Goodbye, Donald

Amidst all the festivities of our Festival weekend,
with canals, crafts, dancing, food, welcome and
above all worship, we came to one significant
point in our life as God's people here: Donald
Sampson's last sharing of God's Word with us as a
whole parish. His theme was “The Christian

adventure in the strength of God's Spirit.” Adventure in Christ, dependent
on the presence, strength and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Donald's ministry
reflects all this, in places all over the country and here for the last ten
inspiring years.
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for. The duties, burdens and
fulfilments of all who grow
things are still very close to
the way in which we must
live out the Good News of
Jesus in a changing world.

It's tempting to think that
we can sort out the church
by clearer teaching, by
glossy packaging, by
application of management
techniques (and they can all
help); but the key images
are still those of seeds,
nurture, duty and harvest,
in which we all have a part.
Our thanks to Donald are
best expressed in how we
dare to live that out.

Rob Morris
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A little over 50 years since his ordination as a Methodist minister, ten of them spent as part
of the Kings Norton Team, the Revd Donald Sampson entertains, inspires and challenges
for the last time at Saint Nicolas’ Church with the aid of a bunch of grapes, a cricket bat,
some simple illustrations and his exemplary, crystal-clear delivery. Sunday 12th July 2015.
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Vacancy Unfilled
From our Churchwardens, for your prayers

By the end of July 3rd 2015, there were no applications for our advertised
post of Team Rector. This means there were no candidates for interview
on July 21st.

Please pray for our Wardens and for the Patronage Board (Bishop David
and the Dean & Chapter of Worcester Cathedral) as they discern the next
moves in the appointment process. Pray, in particular, that God inspires
the right candidate to come forward.

The Bishop will re-advertise in September. Please watch and pray!
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So, this is it. In August, I retire as
Rector of Kings Norton, a
privilege and honour for the last

sixteen years. We won't be moving far
away and I will continue as a priest in
the church in Birmingham, but not
here. So, my last services as Rector will
be in St Nicolas’ Church at 8.00 a.m.
and 10.30 a.m. on 23rd August, the
day I hit the age at which stipendiary
clergy lay down their role. As the
retirement date falls when many will
be away, my last service here will be
on Sunday 27th September at 6.00
p.m. in St Nicolas’. I hope that many
will want to share with Anna and me
in thanksgiving for the last 16 years

and even more in renewing our trust
in God's grace for all that is to come.

And there is so much! With no
stipendiary clergy in the parish until
a new Rector is in post, the
continuing challenges of worship,
welcome, pastoral care, evangelism,
nurture, care of buildings, schools,
Saint Nicolas’ Place and churchyard
and of growing new relationships in
faith, love and trust, fall to you.
There is much that is daunting, but
there are good things to come too,
which are worth, in Christ, all your
prayer, work and devotion.

Retirement and New Beginnings
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During the vacancy, I believe that you
will discover new gifts and new
confidence. Much will, of course,
depend on working as a team, led by
our churchwardens in each church,
supported and inspired by your clergy
and Readers and other ministers. You
have faithful priests in the Reverends
Jayne Crooks, Robin Mortimore and
Jane Platt (do remember that they are
all unpaid and part-time), a gifted
Children & Families Minister, an
efficient Parish Office and much more
besides.

Above all, you have faithful church
members who will go on praying for
you and for the parish's life and
mission as they have for me for so
long. But you will have to stay
together as a team, listening carefully
to others before speaking and trusting
that the life of our parish is firstly in
Christ's hands, then in those of others.

It will not be easy and there will be
times of large questions and
uncertainty. Our Area Dean, the
Reverend Melusi Sibanda (see p.10),
will be a constant friend amidst all his
other duties and you will, of course,
discover new things and new people
over the next months and years. It
would be very weird indeed if my
retirement stopped those from
happening!

But you all face a large challenge. In
Christ, who is faithful to the end, you
will find unexpected resources. In
one another you will find new gifts,
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

When Anna and I first came here, it
all seemed too much. Some days it
still does. So much detail and so
much need to hold it all together in
one, large, Godly vision. I do know
that when I've trusted God for new
strength and new direction, it has
happened, though rarely in the way I
thought it should!

I also know that the journey we are
on in Christ spans so much more
than the 16 years we've been here or
the 80 years and more that some of
us have been. It began in the Holy
Land two thousand years ago, rooted
in God's much longer creation and
mercy. It will continue until the end
of all things. It's all in many places in
the Bible and our church traditions.
It's all in every new encounter we
make in the living Christ with people,
new and old, and with our rapidly-
changing society. And, for me, it's all
there in Colossians 1:9-20. Might you
read, pray and take to heart those
astonishing words? I'd be very
grateful.

Rob Morris
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Managing Change
Kings Norton Team Parish is about to enter an interregnum, a period between the
departure of the Rector and the appointment of his successor. Under Canon Law,
the legal code which governs the Church of England, the Churchwardens are
responsible, together with the Rector, for the day-to-day functioning of the
parish. During an interregnum, their role as the legal guardians and managers
becomes particularly significant and they share responsibility for the care of the
parish with the Area Dean (who, in our case, is The Reverend Melusi Sibanda,
Vicar of St Stephen the Martyr, Rednal). We asked our Churchwardens, Phil
Burton and Anne Hughes, to tell us a bit more about what they do and about
what we can expect in the months ahead.

Churchwardens have existed since
the 13th century. At that time, their
primary function was responsibility
for the church buildings and
contents, including repairs. They had
custody of the fabric and furniture. In

due course, other duties were
added. They became Bishops'
officers, chosen by the parish and
admitted to office by the Bishop or
by his representative, the
Archdeacon. For this reason, they
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have formal and legal responsibilities
which are laid down by the Church of
England’s rules.

LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE

Canon Law states that
Churchwardens must discharge
those duties which are assigned to
them by law and custom. They
represent the laity (i.e. church
members) and cooperate with their
incumbent (i.e. the Rector). They
must encourage the practice of “true
religion” and promote unity and
peace. They are legally required to
maintain order and decency in
church, especially during services,
and in the churchyard. They even
have the power of arrest on church
premises to enable them to maintain
such order should it be required.

Churchwardens are required to lead
the Parochial Church Council (PCC) in
carrying out all its duties, which
include cooperating with the clergy
in promoting the mission of the
church.

ENSURING A WARM WELCOME

During services, they are
responsible for the maintenance of
good behaviour and for making
people feel welcome. In this, they
are assisted by the sidespeople
(traditionally “sidesmen”, those
who greet the congregation, assist
with seating arrangements and take
the collection. Editor). When the
church is visited by clergy from
elsewhere, including the
Archdeacon and the Bishop, the
Wardens are responsible for
ensuring a warm welcome. They
also have oversight, with the
incumbent, of all financial offerings
and collections.

FABRIC & FURNISHINGS

Among the many responsibilities of
Churchwardens are the care,
maintenance and insurance of the
fabric, goods and ornaments of the
church. They are custodians and
trustees of the plate, fixtures and
fittings and must ensure that a
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Faculty (a document giving legal
permission to make changes) is
obtained before items are disposed
of or work is carried out on the
building. They are expected to
relieve the incumbent of
administrative work particularly in
such matters as insurance, heating,
lighting, cleaning and the
maintenance of the church and other
parish buildings. They must ensure
that a full inspection of buildings and
goods is made annually and must
send a report to both the PCC and
the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting.

SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

The position of Churchwarden is a
voluntary one and yet it is a post
which carries many duties and
responsibilities. In Kings Norton,
some of these are taken on by other
members of the ministry team as
the running of a parish as diverse
and extensive as ours is not a task
that can be shouldered by just two
people.

THE INTERREGNUM

During the interregnum, we, your
Churchwardens, will assume overall
responsibility for the parish and for
its three churches, guided by Revd
Melusi Sibanda, our Area Dean* and
assisted by the Reverends Jane
Platt, Robin Mortimore, Caz Hague
and Jayne Crooks, by our Readers,
our Children’s Worker and by the
many other people who share with
us the responsibility for the ministry
of God’s church here.

We feel privileged and humbled to
have been called to this role and we
want to invite all readers of this
magazine to pray that the person of
God’s choice would be found to
serve as Rector. With God's help,
we will enter this new chapter of
our history in a manner that is
honouring to Him.

* The Reverend Melusi Sibanda has been Area Dean of Kings Norton since 2012. He is
originally from Matabeleland, Zimbabwe where he was Rector of North End, Bulawayo.
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PLEASE PRAY

We would also value your prayers for
us during this difficult and
demanding time when there is much
work to do, when many decisions
have to be made and when, in the
absence of a Rector, wisdom, strong
leadership and clear communication
are needed to ensure that the parish
continues to function well.  We are,
for example, responsible in
collaboration with the Ministry Team
for ensuring that the church’s
worship continues to be capably led,
that preachers are available at those
services where they are needed, that
bills are paid, that the Rectory
remains safe and secure and so forth.

Your help in all this, both prayerful
and practical, will be invaluable to
us.

Finally, we are the parish’s
appointed representatives to the
Bishop of Birmingham with a key
role to play in the interviewing and
appointment of Rob’s successor on
your behalf. In due course, it will fall
to us  to approve the final decision
and to announce the new Rector’s
appointment.  But in the mean time,
there remains much work to be
done.

Anne & Phil

Your Churchwardens
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Funerals
June 2015 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

5th June Dermot Peter Hoctor 70 SN.Bu.CY
10th June Edith Osis  In.CY
17th June Lionel Halsall 92 SN.Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, RH : Robin Hood,
RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton, WY : Wythall, YD : Yardley

Queen Henrietta Maria
Our Royal Visitor
It's generally accepted that the only
member of the British Royal Family to
have stayed overnight in Kings Norton
was Queen Henrietta Maria, the wife of
King Charles I. She probably spent the
night of 10-11 July 1643 at the
Saracen's Head (now Saint Nicolas’
Place).

We locals know about her because of
that visit. But in general, she isn't one
of the country's celebrated queens,
rarely appearing in fictional literature
or in feature films being played by the
likes of Helen Mirren, Judi Dench or
Cate Blanchett. That's quite surprising,
because in her own way she played a
central role in possibly the most
important period in our history: the

Civil War between King and
Parliament which led to the first and
only execution of a reigning monarch
(her husband) and to fundamental
and permanent change to the way
this country has been governed ever
since.
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She never expected to be the focal
point of such drama when, as the
youngest daughter of King Henry IV of
France, she was betrothed to Charles
at the age of just 15 in 1625. It was a
marriage of convenience, designed to
bring two globally powerful countries
closer together. She was, by many
accounts, vivacious, cultured and
trained in the courtly arts. But she was
still a naïve young girl, ill prepared for
the cataclysm that was to come.

The fact that, when she stayed in Kings
Norton, she was bringing troops and
military supplies to her husband during
the Civil War, suggests that she was
politically active; but, at least in the
early days of her marriage, that was
hardly true. Marrying Charles seemed
to open up a glorious life producing
royal heirs (she was the mother of
Charles II and James II) and enjoying
the glamour of the English court, which
was to become admired and respected
throughout Europe for its
sophistication and culture. Charles was
secure on his throne and the future
was full of promise.

But there were two significant
problems. Henrietta, given the
anglicised epithet of “Queen Mary” by
her subjects, was a Roman Catholic at
a time when England had been
generally Protestant, indeed Church of
England, for nearly 100 years, since
Henry VIII had broken with the Pope.
Constant tensions and acrimonious

warfare between Catholics and
Protestants were still very much a
formative aspect of European life:
indeed, most of Charles I's reign
coincided with one of the most bitter
wars of religion in European history,
the Thirty Years War (1618 -1648), a
conflict that saw hundreds of
thousands of central Europeans
massacred purely because of their
religious beliefs.

Charles I was avowedly Protestant,
and it wasn't as though Henrietta
Maria tried to convert him. All she
wanted to do was practise her
Catholicism and surround herself
with familiar faces from the French
court. But those activities caused her
to be deeply mistrusted by the
English people.

The other problem was Charles, an
arrogant ruler who did permanent
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harm to the institution of the
monarchy. He was a firm believer in
the Divine Right of Kings, a belief that
was to be instrumental in his downfall.
For some twenty years, he tried to ride
roughshod over his people and the
Parliament that represented them,
using a range of devious and highly
unpopular strategies to extort money
from them without their consent, to
fund foreign wars and the lavish
expenses of royal life.

By 1642, Charles had put his throne in
peril, and Henrietta's manifest
Catholicism had exacerbated his
problems. She was forced to flee to
Holland, where she then proceeded to
raise funds and support for the Royalist
cause. The civil war with the
Parliamentarians began later that year,
and in early 1643 she returned to
England, landing in Yorkshire and
marching with her forces through the
Midlands to rejoin her husband.

It was natural for her to spend a night
in Kings Norton, because she owned it!
The village had been part of the “royal
manor of Bromsgrove and Kings
Norton” for hundreds of years,

becoming separate in 1564, and was
a traditional part of the dower given
to each British queen.

Despite Henrietta Maria's undoubted
courage and loyalty to Charles, the
Royalist cause was ultimately
doomed. As things began to get
worse, Henrietta was again forced to
flee, this time returning to France.
She and Charles parted for the last
time in April 1644, and, though she
kept in close contact, she never saw
him again. He was ultimately
defeated, put on trial and executed
on 30 January 1649.

Back in France, the disaster that had
befallen her husband and his cause
temporarily reduced her to near
destitution, but she was resilient and
lived long enough to see her son
Charles II restored to the English
throne in 1660, after which she
returned to England for some years.
She died in France in 1669.

Michael Kennedy
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A New Bishop for Aston
At 10am on 2nd July 2015, Downing
Street announced that the Reverend
Anne Elizabeth Hollinghurst is to take
the position of Suffragan Bishop of
Aston in the diocese of Birmingham.

Anne is currently vicar of St Peter’s
Church in St Albans, a ‘small, historic
city’, where she describes her role as
‘growing a vision for an outward-
focused mission and ministry’.
Previously, she has worked as a youth
worker in West Sussex and then
Nottingham, where both she and her
husband Steve explored a call to
ordained ministry.

In 1999, after a joint curacy in
another challenging area of inner
city Nottingham, Anne and Steve
moved to Derby where Anne was
Chaplain at the University of Derby
and Derby Cathedral for six years.
Steve pursued a different path and is
currently a part-time tutor with the
Church Army and a half-time
consultant, trainer and researcher in
mission and contemporary culture.

Having moved to Manchester in
2005,  Anne served as a Residentiary
Canon of Manchester Cathedral and
as Chaplain to the Bishop of
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Manchester where she says she
‘loved the city centre cathedral
ministry, but also had a privileged
opportunity to learn a lot about the
challenges and opportunities of a
complex urban diocese’.

Anne describes herself as both
‘contemplative’ and a ‘want-to-make-
it-happen’ person who finds walking
and being outdoors ‘inspiring and
refreshing’ and is keen on
environmental issues. Her other
interests include reading, the arts and
real ale pubs.

Following the translation of Bishop
Andrew Watson to Bishop of
Guildford in November 2014, Anne will
become the tenth Bishop of Aston.

Anne says: “I hope to contribute my
experience and practice in mission in
a whole variety of contexts, in

walking alongside the many clergy
and lay people of the diocese, who
are doing all sorts of wonderful and
exciting things, helping to focus
together on God’s priorities and
God’s call. A lot of that is about
encouragement and in the realising
and releasing of gifts. Each step of
my journey has been enormously
exciting and stretching and now I
take a rather large gulp as I look
towards this next step in ministry, to
which I believe God is calling me.’

The Bishop of Birmingham, the Right
Revd David Urquhart, has said 'I am
delighted that Anne has accepted
the invitation to join in leading the
Mission of God across Birmingham
and region. She comes with a wealth
of experience of nurturing
discipleship and growing the
Church. I look forward to having a
new episcopal colleague and to
seeing faith in Jesus Christ flourish in
this generation.'

Source : Cof E Birmingham

Learn to play Accordion

With John Gould
Children and adults welcome

07 792 685 933

www.johngouldmusicschool.co.uk
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service (Morning Worship) for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Thursday 11 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at The Fairway Centre on the corner of Wychall Lane and The Fairway, Kings Norton, B38 8XJ

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee as you wish.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses. Do ask.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer. With Messy

Church for all ages every 2nd Saturday (Market Day).

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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The warmest of congratulations to Ron and Margaret Wills, members of Saint Nicolas’
Church for many years, who recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.

60Years and Counting

T he first meeting in the Society's 2015-2016 Lecture Programme
will be on Monday 28th September, when Don Hazzard and Rick

Simpson will give a talk on "AUSTIN VILLAGE". Doors open at 7.00 p.m.
and the talk will start at 7.30 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome at the
Society's meetings.

Claire Simpson, Chairman.

Kings Norton History Society
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We’re
Listening!

Do you remember that
episode of the television
series Rev where Father
Adam is trapped between

the new Area Dean and the Diocesan Lay Chancellor in the back of a
taxi? They ask him “How are we being church in our community,
Adam?” “Yes, how are we being church?” It is funny and poignant but,
seriously, an important question. Workplace chaplains ask themselves
this question every day. Recently we had the opportunity to explore
aspects of “being church” in the community.

Eyes closed, hands extended and exploring the contours of an orange
seemed strangely disconnected from the purpose of the day, which
was chaplains learning to listen. The Reverend Deb Buckley, Vicar of
Smethwick Old Church and a former member of St. Nicolas’, was our

Thelma Mitchell is a Lay Chaplain
at Bournville College in Longbridge.
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guide for the day. She then asked
us to find our own orange from
the returned pile! Like oranges,
people are all individuals and we
chaplains were learning to leave
our pre-judgements behind and
actually to listen when we
encounter those we meet on our
chaplaincy patches.

And how diverse those patches
are! Whether riding local National
Express buses, roaming retail
outlets or exploring education, we
are chaplains being church at the
heart of the community. Most of
us are lay volunteers taking the
presence of Christ with us to those
we meet on our travels.

Proselytising (talking about our
faith with a view to persuading
someone) is not often an option.
We're guests in the workplace,
under their rules, trying to share
our faith. We walk a tightrope
between our enthusiasm to tell

what God has done and the
necessity to do this implicitly in
our attitudes and responses.

After our opening worship, Deb
(on the right in the photo below)
told us the story of a distraught
woman who had arrived at the
vicarage with a kitten in a box.
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“The kitten needs help and a good
home. It is weak and vulnerable and
hungry. Will you help her?” she
cried. We realized, as we talked
about this situation, that we are
often distracted by the kitten in
the box and miss the fact that it is
the person who is also weak,
vulnerable and hungry. It was
much easier to find a good home
for kitty than help the human
holding her! So we teased out
listening responses, acceptable
suggestions, such as when it is
right to offer to pray and how to
rise above distractions in a busy
work place.

This was done over group
activities and shared ideas in the
fresh and friendly atmosphere of
St Luke's Church Centre, Lee Bank.
Our focus was on a person-
centred approach which
encourages a non-directive and
genuine response, offering

acceptance and empathy. The
difference between empathy
and sympathy was explored in
detail as we learned to be totally
present for, and enter the world
of, the human being we are
alongside.

As usual the informal breaks
provided more opportunities to
discuss our personal situations,
the good and the difficult times,
sharing ideas and resources. Deb
Buckley was an excellent teacher
and guide, of course! I certainly
learned so much during the day
about myself and my responses.
In particular I'll be working hard
on empathy skills and trying not
to be distracted by that kitten in
the box! Please pray for us as we
continue to try to be church in
the community.

Thelma Mitchell
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Christian Aid
The Final Reckoning

We can finally announce our total, a
wonderful £4221.33 including Gift Aid.
This really is an amazing effort, given
the economic climate and the fact that
so many had given to the Nepal Crisis
only the week before Christian Aid
Week.

Christian Aid's projects are many and
varied, but all boil down to helping
those in poverty, both with immediate
aid and with long term solutions to
support a permanent move away from
poverty. This may come in the form of
emergency food and shelter or money
to buy them from local traders, in order
to keep trading flowing during
disasters. It may take the form of
education and planning, so that those
living in flood-prone areas know how
and when to move to higher, safer

ground. Or it can take the form of long-
term agricultural projects in tune both
with the environment and with
humanity.

Lobbying and campaigning for justice
are high on the agenda too and all this
from an organisation which is only
seventy years old, which was formed as
the Second World War ended and
hundreds around the globe were left in
poverty. It has never been out of work
since.

Thank you to all who collected and
gave in any way, whether you made
food to sell, set up an event, returned
to houses to collect envelopes, counted
money, collected stamps. And a special
thank you to the patient staff at Kings
Norton Post Office for paying it all in.

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate
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Christian Aid
While the Foodbank is anything but fun
for those who need its services and for all
the volunteers who take its running very
seriously, there are some very funny
moments in the world of the B30
Foodbank.

Having told you about some pretty
serious stuff recently, I thought I would
share some light-hearted bits this month
instead. Judy Ash (our Parish
Administrator) has got so used to me
happily rooting through bags of tins and
other goodies in the Parish Office, that
she didn't turn a hair when, turning from
an orange carrier bag to a green one, I
began to mutter darkly about people's
misunderstanding of the term "non
perishable" as I found bacon, fresh
vegetables and a pot of cream. At that
moment the truth dawned. "Er, Judy. Is
this your shopping?". Her husband's
evening meal had very nearly been
spirited off to the Foodbank!

Who else but Pauline Weaver would
suddenly ask "Can you use toothpaste?"
knowing that both of us would
understand the unspoken sub-text "at
the Foodbank" and understand that my
dental hygiene skills were not being
called into question. When the
toothpaste arrived, it turned out to be a
whole box of samples from a dentist
friend, not just one tube.

I had young helpmates working alongside

me one sorting afternoon (familiar faces
normally robed in red and white). As I
came out of the warehouse into
Hawkesley Church Centre, I was
confronted by the Leaning Tower of
Peas, about 15 tins all carefully stacked
on top of each other, and veering ever
so slightly to one side. Once it had
received my approval, it was carefully
demolished and stored away, no tin
being harmed in the process.

The least amusing moment, to date, has
been to spend over an hour emptying
50-60 bottles of out-of-date cooking oil
into the recycling vats at Lifford. I never
begrudge time spent with the
Foodbank, but I do resent wasting
precious time doing someone else's
rubbish management.

Sylvia Fox

Foodbank Fun
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Each month, we print a recipe sent in by one of our
readers. If you have a favourite dish, if you know the
secret of moist fruit cake, or if your family swoon over
your home-made ice cream, we’d like to give you an
opportunity to pass it on. You simply have to email it to
recipes@kingsnorton.org.uk or leave it at the Parish Office in an envelope
addressed to the Editor. If you give us your name, we’ll print that too.

Ricotta Dip with Crushed Tomatoes & Bruschetta

In a large bowl, mash the
ricotta, cream cheese, basil,
chives (if you’re using them)
and some salt. When
smooth, spread over a large
plate or a wide, shallow
bowl, creating a dip in the
centre to hold the tomatoes.
Chill until ready to serve.

In another bowl, crush the
tomatoes until they are in
small chunks and really
juicy. Strain through a sieve
and discard the juice (or
freeze to use in another
recipe). Add the vinegar,
sugar, olive oil and a good
pinch of salt. Mix together,
then set aside.

Heat a griddle pan until
smoking hot. Brush the
bread slices with olive oil
and rub with the garlic

cloves. Place on the hot griddle for 1-2 mins each side until nicely
charred. You’ll have to do this in batches. Pile the squashed tomatoes
on top of the ricotta spread. Drizzle with extra oil and scatter with the
remaining basil. Place in the center of the table and let everyone dip
in with the charred bruschetta.

The Recipe Page

2 x 250 g tubs ricotta
200 g tub light cream cheese
Small bunch of basil, chopped,

plus a few leaves to serve
Small bunch of chives, snipped

(optional)
450 g ripe cherry tomatoes (or use

a mixture of red and yellow)
1 tbsp white wine vinegar
1 tsp caster sugar
1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil, plus a

little extra to drizzle

For the bruschetta

1 French baguette thinly sliced
2 tbsp olive oil
2 fat garlic cloves, squashed
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Giving Renewal
For all sorts of reasons, the invitation to all to review and renew their
giving has been delayed; but it is now to begin. Please respond. It will be
a very happy leaving present for me to know that all are giving faithfully.

Rob Morris

“BAPTISM marks the beginning of a
journey with God which continues
for the rest of our lives, the first
step in response to God’s love. For
all involved, particularly the
candidates but also parents,
godparents and sponsors, it is a
joyful moment when we rejoice in
what God has done for us in Christ,
making serious promises and
declaring the faith. ”

The Baptism Service, Common Worship

Baptisms
June 2015

7th June Freddie William John Somerville
 Noah John Cleeton
 Jessica-Rose Alannah Hart
 Steven John Hart
21st June Roman Caleb Phillips
 Athena Ann Finnegan
 Octavia Willow Mear
 Carly Marie Beard

Copyright material is included from, Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England.
Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, with permission.
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You will be pleased to know that
the frogs have returned and are
enjoying their new pond. All the
plants are now really established
and the pond no longer looks
new. Trevor has a new favourite
spot under one on the plants and
I've spotted at least two other
adult frogs (I daren't mention
other names, I'll get into too much
trouble!). The tadpoles are
growing legs but are getting
harder to spot, they seem to hide
more now. They grow much more

slowly than I
thought they
would and I
have no idea
how many of
them are
hiding in the depths of the pond. I
go out and check on them most
days. My poor neighbours must
think I am slightly quirky to say the
least as I chatter away to the
frogs, not that they say much in
reply!

One of my other garden quirks is
daisies. Some of you may
remember that I have written
about daisies before (Parish
Magazine October 2014) as a
source of awe and wonder that
we often overlook. They are so
small and delicate and detailed. I
often thing of that childhood
hymn:

Daisies are my silver,
Buttercups my gold.
This is all the treasure
We can have or hold.

Frogs, Daisies & Buckets
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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Make us bright as silver,
Make us good as gold,
Warm as summer roses
Let our hearts unfold.

I was reminded recently of my
daughter's grandfather, Bill, who
was rather old-fashioned but who
was also fascinated by daisies. Bill
always mowed his lawn with a
push lawnmower but would never
mow the patch of daisies at the
bottom of his garden. When I mow
my lawn now I, too, never mow the
patch of daisies. It's my little
tribute to a gentle man who also
treated daisies with awe and
wonder.

So daisies and frogs are sources
of happiness for me. They fill my
bucket.

For those of you who don't know
about buckets, we all have an
invisible bucket. The bucket holds
all our good thoughts and feelings
about ourselves. When our
bucket is full we feel happy, when
it is empty we feel sad.
Sometimes things, like frogs and
daisies, can help fill our bucket.
But mostly other people fill our
bucket and we fill other people’s.
How? By showing love and
kindness, by being kind to people.
When we make someone feel

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calverley Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: Mobile:

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair Spindals, Skirting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
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Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 8th Aug 2015

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain

loved, it fills a bucket. When we
are kind, it fills a bucket. But we
can also be bucket dippers,
people who take things out of
buckets by being unkind or rude.
We can all be bucket fillers: it's
the little things that all add up. A
kind word, a smile, things that
anyone can do whatever their age.

Have you filled a bucket today?

For the full story see “Have You
Filled A Bucket Today?” By Carol
McCloud.

Pauline Weaver

Adventures in Faith
Nathan Crooks and Pauline Weaver
took five of our young people to a
special day for those recently
confirmed from across the Diocese
which was held at Blackwell Court last
month. The day included archery,
giant zip wire and rock climbing. The
Bishop joined in the fun in the
afternoon helping to cook fish over a
fire and joining in with some lively
parachute games. The day ended
with sharing the story of Gideon,
alongside other faith stories and was
rounded off with a barbeque.
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Tuesday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk) which carries the latest version of the weekly
newsletter and monthly diary. Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during

Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton
Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm and is the place to

start if you want to contact one of the people listed here.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

The Revd Canon Rob Morris (Team Rector) 0121 459 0560
The Revd Jane Platt Contact the Parish Office
The Revd Robin Mortimore Contact the Parish Office
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
 Elaine Cooper  0121 624 0933 or 07 951 325 704
Immanuel Church Clare Dean 0121 459 6185

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Richard Harper
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) St Nicolas’ & Hawkesley Contact the Parish Office
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Julie Winterbourne     01 244 7171       julie18881@gmail.com
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 35.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2015 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views,
opinions and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the
editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its
staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text, written permission to reprint has
been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact
details of the provider including an email address if available. When possible,
submissions will be produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes.
If content submitted for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written
permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied to the Editor.

Marriages
June 2015

6th June Anthony Leslie Goodman & Jackie Anne Steward
20th June Phillip Anthony Postlethwaite & Jenna-Leigh Anne Cogbill
 Thomas Alan Orchard & Rebecca Louse Daly
27th June Andrew Charles Merriman & Nicole Robyn Martin

Christian Blind Mission
Jayne Crooks chose this charity to be
the recipient of the collection at her
10th Anniversary Celebration
Service in June. We raised £213.12
and will have another opportunity to
give to them later in the year.

One of the big targets CBM has set
itself is to rid the world of
preventable blindness by 2020.
20/20 vision is, of course, perfect
sight. They say that 80% of blindness

is preventable and it is this that
they are particularly working on,
teaching prevention (often simply
good hygiene) and providing
effective, inexpensive treatments.
Most of the practical work is in
Africa, with some in Central and
Southern America, India and the
Pacific.

If you are interested in finding out
more, look up www. cbmuk.org.uk.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X7 and printed by
Harlequin Print Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454  Fax: 0121 458 3089 Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk


