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They say that good news doesn’t sell. Well, they’re
wrong and you’ve just proved it. The £1 you’ve
spent on this issue has, once again, enabled us to
bring you an assortment of encouraging reports
from Kings Norton and beyond. This month, we
offer a heady and wholesome mix of philosophy
(p.4), education (p.10), music (p.6), faith (pp.13, 36
& 42), history (p.14) and film (p.34). The rich and
varied community life of this corner of Birmingham
is once again reflected in 15 pages of detailed
information about local activities. Indeed, our
popular What’s On Guide has expanded every
month since we launched it in February to the point
where we will soon have to give it more column
inches before the print becomes too small to read.
And all this comes with a guarantee that none of
the news you will read here is even slightly “fake”.

That said, we are aware that a lot of what goes on
in Kings Norton never finds its way into these
pages. The lives and interests of large sections of
our community are under-represented, not
because we don’t think our readers want to hear
about them but because of a shortage of writers
able and willing to tell their stories. Could you
help? We would love to be able to print more
interviews with local people who are doing
interesting things, for example, but we can’t do it
without the help of others who have the time and
the motivation to conduct those interviews and
write them down. Not everyone has the confidence
to write for an audience, but that doesn’t mean
that their stories aren’t worth hearing.

The Editor
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From the Rector

What Is Truth?
Last month’s article about the lack of
good news in the media prompted a
number of replies, mostly in agreement.
In an age of 24 hour news output we are
saturated with facts and opinions galore.
But can we trust what we are being told?
Is it true?

In recent months we have heard a lot
about so-called fake news, which is
defined as the deliberate publication of
hoaxes, propaganda, and disinformation
purporting to be real news, often using
social media to drive web traffic and
amplify  their effect. Unlike news satire,
fake news seeks to mislead rather than
entertain readers, often for financial or
political gain.

Anyone with a grasp of history will be
well aware of the power of propaganda
and its use by governments, movements
and ideologues to promote their world
view. Tyrants, dictators and oppressive
regimes only want news aired which
reinforces their politics, their version of
the truth.  Any dissent or disagreement is
not tolerated. In democracies, like ours,
we expect the public to be given fair
access to all reasonable views and
opinions. However, this assumes that the
media are interested in publishing all
reasonable viewpoints, which they are
not.

The media are commercial companies

who need to make a profit and
therefore their business priorities will
affect their journalism. Thank goodness
for the BBC (you might say) which is
publicly funded and does not rely upon
making a profit from advertising and
wealthy sponsors. But the BBC is under
constant scrutiny by government who
quickly criticise its output when it is
unfavourable.

Whatever view we take of the media
we must also ask ourselves the
question, what do we want to believe?
What is truth for us? Are we actually
seeking the truth, or are we a mixture
of preferences, prejudices and
unconscious biases which attach
themselves to the media output that
reinforces our attitudes rather than
challenge them?  As one Mexican
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spiritual author put it,

We only see what we want to see; we
only hear what we want to hear. Our
belief system is just like a mirror that only
shows us what we [already] believe.

Don Miguel Ruiz

In St John’s Gospel we find the famous
(or should it be infamous) encounter
between the arrested Jesus and Pontius
Pilate.  Jesus says he has come to testify
to the truth, to which Pilate replies,
“What is truth?”

Pilate was a politician and a pragmatist.
He knew the power of truth and that
some truths are dangerous.  Whenever
women or men stand up for fairness in
the face of injustice, for honesty in the
presence of lies or for integrity in the
presence of hypocrisy they are a threat
to power and those who would misuse it.

Christianity emphasises integrity and
sincerity in all things and particularly in
our personal lives, as do all world
religions. A measure of our character is
our trustworthiness, our truthfulness
and reliability.  It can feel as if we live in
a world dominated by fake news, lies and

misinformation. We must sift carefully
to find the truth beyond the façade.

If we are to be truth seekers, we need
certain truths to live by and by which
we measure all other truth claims.
Jesus spoke of truth as a liberating
experience grounded in our belief in
the ultimate truths of faith in God: “You
will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free.” (John 18.32).

The pursuit of truth is to gain freedom
from falsehood and to nurture
authenticity and integrity. Elsewhere in
the Bible we are encouraged to “speak
the truth with love.” Thus truth and
love are complementary virtues and,
when practised faithfully, they bring
depth of understanding, wisdom and
loving regard for all.  To quote Ruiz
again,

Be Impeccable With Your Word. Speak
with integrity. Say only what you mean.
Avoid using the word to speak against
yourself or to gossip about others. Use
the power of your word in the direction
of truth and love.

Revd Larry Wright
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Kings Norton’s highly successful
Business Centre can now boast an
advanced recording and rehearsal
studio for budding and established
musicians. Adding to the
excitement for its users, it
incorporates equipment bought in
from the world-famous Abbey
Road studios, where the Beatles
recorded many of their most
successful songs.

One of Birmingham’s best-known
specialists in the sphere of
recording music, Rob Bruce, has
opened the brand new facility on
Queens Drive.  Kings Norton is
familiar territory for Rob: in his
early married life he and his wife
shared a flat in Shannon Road,
while one of his first jobs was as a
Post Office (then GPO) engineer
whose area included the industrial
zone that was demolished to make
way for the Business Centre.

The Kings Norton location is an

important part of the business
proposition that Rob offers to his
clients. RB Studios is located at the
very highest point of the Centre,
with a view that stretches across
Kings Norton Park and includes
the spire of St Nicolas’ Church.
“Especially in its spring and
summer colours, it’s a view which
relaxes my clients and helps set
them up for successful sessions,”
says Rob. Another important
factor is that it’s a superbly
accessible and airy location, with
plenty of space for parking,
directly in front of the studio. It’s
light years away from the dirty,
confused and noisy heavy
industrial environment that Rob
remembers as a telephone man.

Rob has built an illustrious career
over more than 30 years in his
field. In the 1980s he founded and
managed the nationally famous
“Ritch Bitch” studios in Selly Oak.
There, such famous groups as ELO,

King’s Norton’s own
recording studio

with a little help from Abbey Road!
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Black Sabbath and Slade practised
their latest numbers. However, in
2015 the studios had to be closed
to make way for new student
accommodation.

Rob took great care in finding an
alternative location. Though “Rich
Bitch” was large and expensive to
run, the building that housed it
was an old engineering business
rather than a custom-made
recording studio, and there were
constraints on what could be done
there. Rob wanted to downsize
and reduce his running costs, but
he also wanted a location that
would give him the chance to
optimise the rehearsal and

recording process. “Because
we’re the first users of the new
premises in Queens Drive, we’ve
been able to create a truly
bespoke facility: it’s quite a bit
smaller than the old studios, but
every inch of it is dedicated to
helping our users to produce
outstanding music,” explains Rob,
whose business mission statement
is  “Harness. Create. Innovate”.

There are five rehearsal rooms, all
virtually identical in size and
content, with variable lighting to
set the right mood but each with a
slightly different ambience.  The
recording studio offers a wide
spectrum of facilities: the ex-
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Abbey Road equipment that Rob
purchased was used for the
relatively recent remastering of
the Beatles’ work, some of it
directed by the son of the “fifth
Beatle”, recording manager Sir
George Martin.

RB Studios offers all the
opportunities needed by today’s
established musicians, and also
caters for those who would like to
test their talent. “While recording
becomes ever more technically
advanced, so does the need for
sophisticated rehearsal space,”
says Rob. “The days when the
Beatles used to practise in their
front rooms are long gone:
nowadays, even musicians who
are just starting out need
dedicated space and the chance to
hear properly how their music

sounds.”

Neighbouring businesses needn’t
worry: the studios are
comprehensively soundproofed,
not only to prevent sound seeping
out, but also to stop unwanted
noise intruding from outside.

The music business has changed
spectacularly in the decades since
the Beatles, particularly with the
advent of social media such as
Facebook and YouTube.
Musicians now tend to take on the
responsibility for recording,
marketing and promoting their
work, and social media plays a vital
part in their efforts.  So they
themselves need direct access to
advanced recording facilities,
rather than relying on the studios
of the large music companies. You
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won’t see them coming away from
Rob’s premises  laden with boxes
of CDs: normally they take their
work away as digital files on hard
disks or memory sticks.

RB Studios opened last November,
and is progressively building up a
portfolio of regular clients,
including one of Birmingham’s up-
and coming young groups, The
Vamps. But RB Studios is also
available for people at a much
earlier stage of their potential
careers who, in many cases, just
want to try themselves out.
There’s a comprehensive range of
guitars, keyboards, drums and
other instruments that can be
hired for use on-site and for
performances elsewhere, for
which a van, a driver and an
engineer are also available.

It sounds expensive, but it isn’t: a
rehearsal room costs £20 an hour,
and the recording studio is £30 an
hour, including the services of a
recording engineer.

“It’s really good to be back in
Kings Norton, where I spent some
of my formative years,” says Rob,
who remembers shopping on The
Green in the 1960s when it was a
much quieter and more gentle
place than it is now: “I’m very
excited about my new venture,
which adds a further dimension to
a community that is already home
to so many different businesses.”

RB Studios, 2 Queens Drive, Kings
Norton Business Centre B30 3HH.
Tel 0121 459 2903. Website
www.rbstudios.org.uk

Michael Kennedy
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Having survived the birth pangs, we are
now making good progress with this
exciting project. We have a keen and
dynamic committee with Chairman
Peter Miller, a Vice Chair and all the
usual Officers, so we are in safe hands.
Contact details will be available on
becoming a Full Member, cost of which
is £24 p.a. with a reduction to £18 if you
are a U3A member elsewhere. Payment
is by cash or cheque at this stage.

To date we have over 150 members and
also a wide variety of Interest Groups:
well over 20, with sub-groups within the
main headings. Art, for example, has
seven sub-groups, including painting,
drawing, art history and appreciation
and antiques. Likewise, in the crafts
category there are 12 sub-groups, with,
in many cases, people who are
prepared to lead a particular specialism.
This enthusiasm is very rewarding, with
an abundance of interests, ideas,
suggestions and commitments, which
augurs well for the future of Kings
Norton & District U3A.

At our meeting on April 11th, some
specialist groups were beginning to
form with help and guidance from
Sandy Miller and her team of Interest
Group co-ordinators, who set out the
general plan and goals, so that the

groups can become independent quite
quickly. Venues were agreed, meeting
days and times established in some
cases and, of course, any financial costs
assessed. For these groups, there are
normally few, if any extra costs, as it is
usual to meet in each others’houses.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 2nd
May, again at St Joseph’s and St Helen’s
Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge at
2.30 pm, where we have a talk on "A
Day in the Life of a Seaside Hotelier". All
are welcome and the Membership
Secretary will be pleased to sign up new
members on the spot. We look forward
welcoming you there: refreshments are
available and a donation would be
appreciated.

We have a new email address for any
further information:

knu3a.membership@gmail.com.

John Taylor

Kings Norton & District U3A
An update on Kings Norton’s new University of the Third Age (U3A).
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www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar

School set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and
containing the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest

collection of mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned and
managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all to discover, enjoy and

use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.  Marriage and
baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on Thursdays

from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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Archbishop : The Spirit Is Moving!

The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby says there is an “ incredible” move
of the  Holy Spirit happening.

Speaking at the 2017 launch of a global
prayer movement Thy Kingdom Come,
Archbishop Welby declared: "This is not
an Anglican thing, it's not a Church of
England thing, it's certainly not an
Archbishop thing. It's a God thing."

Archbishop Welby said he expected 5,000
people to engage with the prayer
movement in 2016, but a whopping
100,000 signed up. He added: "It's
nothing to do with the denomination or
me, or geography, skill, intellect. It's
everything to do with Jesus and that's
why I'm so excited about it.

"We were astonished at the way it took
off last year and the way God seemed to
say, ‘It's nothing to do with you, I'm going
to make this happen.’

"God seems to be blowing by his Spirit to

say, 'Pray for evangelism*. In whatever
way you choose, pray.'

"When the Spirit is blowing, hoist the
sails. Don’t mess with it, don't control it.
Go with the wind."

Churches and individuals across the world
are being encouraged to join the
movement by praying between May 25
and June 4.

Large-scale events will be held at
cathedrals, and individuals are already
being encouraged to commit to praying
by signing up online at
www.thykingdomcome.global and
downloading free resources.

Archbishop Welby added: "Thy Kingdom
Come is essentially the task set before us,
not by me but by Jesus…he says to the
Apostles, ‘You are my witnesses.’ Nobody
else is going to be witnesses. If we don't
do the witnessing there is no ‘Plan B’.
There's no back up. So we have to pray
‘Come, Holy Spirit!’ because the Spirit is
the one who inspires our words. It's the
Spirit who opens ears and warms hearts.

"This is why prayer is so important: It's
not about us, it's about Jesus.

"Good news can only be proclaimed in the
power of the Spirit. Good news can only
be received through the work of the
Spirit.”

Reproduced with permission from the April
2017 edition of New Life
(www.newlife.co.uk).

* evangelism : telling others about the Christian Gospel, the “euangelion” (Greek).
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We recently heard from one of the
former Rectors of Kings Norton, The
Reverend Bill Norman (1979-1991) who
wrote in response to our article in the
October 2016 edition about the spire of
St Nicolas’ Church. Here is an extract
from his letter:

“There was some question, as
recorded in the Kings Norton
Magazine, as to when the
weathercock last came down from the
spire. Some said in the 50’s or  60’s.

“I send you a copy of a photo of myself
holding it. This, I believe, was in
November 1982. Work had to be done
on the upper part of the spire as the
timber inside it had rotted and the
spire was swaying more than usual. (It
always has to swing a bit in the wind or
when the bells are rung).”

The second of these photos was taken
at the 40th Anniversary celebrations for
Hawkesley Church on 9th October 2016
when Bill was among the guests.

March 2017

Marriages
25th March Matthew Wright & Victoria Moore

A Bird In The Hand…
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Funerals
March 2017 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

2nd March Margaret Johnson 77 SN.Bu.KN
3rd March Wendy Ann Craythorn 76 SN.Bu.CY
7th March Richard Alan Carter 86 SN.Cr.LH
10th March Jermaine Junior Brown 32 Cr.LH.
13th March Christel Cooper 86 Cr.LH
17th March Ruby Cowley  SN.Cr.LH
22nd March Susan May Vallance 62 In.CY
28th March Gertrude Edith Prosser 97 Cr.LH
29th March Edward Hollyoak  In.CY
30th March Bernard Binding 91 SN.Cr.LH
31st March Beryl Mary Morris 86 In.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley
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What’s On In
Kings Norton?

Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here and covers the
next 15 pages. In this section of the magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton (pp18 - 23)

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this
parish (pp.24 - 25)

● A detailed Diary of Events on pages 26 - 31 organised over the coming month by the
organisations listed and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into two categories,
advertising and listings. We charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are
seeking to attract paying customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the
Events Diary we print, free of charge, listings of events organised by local social or
charitable groups, together with their contact details and a brief description of their aims.
Both advertisements and listings are seen by our growing readership in Kings Norton and
beyond. Each edition of the magazine also appears online two months after its publication
date, which greatly increases the reach of all the publicity printed here. You can find the
online editions of the magazine on the parish website at kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for June 2017, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by midnight on Friday 5th May. To advertise in
the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash (editor@kingsnorton.org.uk).
Details of advertising charges are available on request.

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate
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Listed below are brief details and contact information for Kings Norton organisations and
locations that offer opportunities for local people to get together for events and/or to meet
people who have similar interests. Most hold regular or one-off events which appear in the
Events Diary section of this magazine (page 26). Every effort has been made to confirm the
accuracy of this information. We would be happy to correct any errors or omissions.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of £3
per talk is made.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624 3865
or 07 887 512 382

FKNNR acts as an informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and
about the reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from
10.30 to 1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats
and to enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates
and meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as Saint
Nicolas' Place, through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about Saint Nicolas' Place
and listings of Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for
those not in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage
Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com, info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who come
together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring playing
fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the

Societies, Clubs & Venues
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recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with organisations,
including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet 0121
628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green for
the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their young
Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation activities. We
usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and sometimes during
school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society Mike Bennett (Chairman) 0121 458 3893

We are a group of all ages, meeting once a month for social activities, normally with a light
supper. Meetings are usually held at the Kings Norton Tennis Club on the 4th Friday evening
of the month, but this may change depending on the event. Topics for our events embrace a
wide range of guest speakers, quizzes, treasure hunts and country rambles. Though our
origins go back to the Kings Norton Youth Fellowship, new members are always welcome.

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at St Nicolas’ Place every
Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121 458
3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm at
St Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tuesday
of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.
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Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of this year. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest groups
through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January, it is already attracting a significant audience. It
gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of the
Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform should
check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.
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Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at the
Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays, buying
and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome including
beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in Cot-
teridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or 07874
216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or compet-
itive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night (the first
two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Active Parks www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council’s Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With Friends of Kings Norton Park, depending on the season, it offers a
range of local events ranging from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the car park at
Kings Norton Park.

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of our
walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For those
interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of approxi-
mately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further information.
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Kings Norton Bowling Club 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions when
club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Membership
fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Golf Club, Brockhill Lane B48 7ED,  www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events.

Kings Norton Rugby Union Club, Hopwood Park, Ash Lane, B48 7BB,
www.pitchero.com/clubs/kingsnorton, 0121 443 3340

We play an active and important part in the local community, running three Senior Men's
teams including a Veterans’ side.  We also have a thriving junior section with facilities for
under-6’s through to under-16's. There is a growing girls’ rugby activity. We also have strong
links to local schools and colleges, providing sponsorship and coaching to their teams.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in the 1934, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Its current activity in Kings Norton is
a free weekly Learn to Skate event at the Skate Park in Kings Norton Park, held every Thursday
from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. All those interested should simply come along, making sure they
wear appropriate clothing.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156
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Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of 10
to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace of
the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 . See page 31.

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information on
all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Saturday 29 April
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Open Day, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 10.00 am - 5.00 pm (all welcome)
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green 10.30 am
● Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British

Waterways Meadow (see map on website) 10.30 am

Tuesday 2 May
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -

1.00 pm (for venue see website)
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph & St

Helen Church Hall, Station Rd, Cotteridge 2.30 pm: Alan Thornton “A Day in
the Life of a Seaside Hotelier”

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Library closes for internal improvements until Thursday 4 May

Wednesday 3 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with

Martin Leonard
● Kings Norton Photography Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club 8.00-10.00 pm:

AGM (season ends until October)
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Thursday 4 May
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place 2.00-3.00 pm: Bring &

Buy Sale for Roof Appeal
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm

Events Diary May 2017
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● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song 8.30 pm

Friday 5 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 6 May
● NEW : ‘Walking on the Wildside’ event, Friends of Kings Norton Nature

Reserve: Dawn Chorus walk 5.30 pm (meet at foot of Wychall Park Grove);
themed walks and children’s activities, Waterways Meadow 10.00 am-2.00
pm; Bat Walk (meet Waterways Meadow 8.30 pm)

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library 10.30 am

Tuesday 9 May
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30

am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -

1.00 pm (for venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.30 pm: Joy Dole, Anawin
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 10 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: armchair

exercise and Hoi
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton 41 Club: fishing trip
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 11 May
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
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Friday 12 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am: Fiona Joseph “Beatrice Cadbury”
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 13 May
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00

am-1.00 pm
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am

Monday 15 May
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends  Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 7.00 pm: Fiona Joseph “Beatrice Cadbury - the heiress who gave
it all away”.

Tuesday 16 May
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00-4.00pm: Mary Moore “Blue Badge Guiding”
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 17 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Tea Dance
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 18 May
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
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Friday 19 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 20 May
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
● Classical orchestral concert with Eroica Camerata, St Nicolas’ Church, 7.30

pm. Weber, Schubert, Mendelssohn, Bruch. Tickets on the door (£12, £10
concessions, £4 students).

Monday 22 May
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-

4.00 pm
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.30 pm: AGM followed by

Simon Buteaux “Birmingham Conservation Trust”

Tuesday 23 May
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -

1.00 pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 24 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00-3.00 pm: drama

performance, children from Fairway
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 25 May
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00 pm:

‘Cinderellas, labels and postcards’
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
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● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 26 May
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 27 May
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British

Waterways Meadow (see map on website), 10.30 am
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am
● ‘Elmer Day’, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am: stories and craft for children

(wear bright colours)

Tuesday 30 May
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -

1.00 pm (for venue see website)
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 31 May
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with

Norma and Olly
● Spoken Trend ‘open mic’ spoken word and poetry event, The Bull’s Head,

The Green: performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 1 June
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-

8.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 2 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Events Diary May 2017
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 13th May

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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The team that organises Kings
Norton’s popular Farmers’ Market
(see front cover photo) is seeking
additional volunteers to help with
running and general guidance at
this monthly event. Markets take
place on The Green on the second
Saturday of each month, from 9.00
am to 2.00 pm.

What does it involve? Nothing
strenuous, just one or two hours
on a Saturday morning, presenting
a friendly welcome to shoppers
and stallholders, and sometimes
advising people on parking:
newcomers are not always aware
that the Bull’s Head car park costs

only £1 for up to three hours. You’ll
also need to keep an eye open for
security, although local police are
usually present.

It’s a pleasant and worthwhile few
hours, assisting in this warm
(usually) and friendly
environment. You’ll also be
helping on other ways, because the
Market is a Public Interest
Company, from which all profits
are devoted to local causes.

Full advice and training will be
given. For more information,
please contact John Taylor on
0121 458 6397.

Farmers’ Market Seeks Volunteers
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Lawrence of Arabia (1962) is the
retelling of T. E. Lawrence's heroic,
autobiographical account of his own
Arabian adventure, published in "The
Seven Pillars of Wisdom” with Peter
O’Toole in the title role.

Written by Robert Bolt, it is a superb
character study of a compelling but
often flawed hero, who forms an
ambiguous relationship with Arab
blood-brother Sherif Ali (Omar Sharif).
Lawrence had an obsession with
Arabia itself.

The beautiful masterpiece,
accompanied by a superb score from
Maurice Jarre, is thought by many to
be director David Lean's best with its
70mm scope, magnificent colour
cinematography and poetic imagery
of the desert captured within a
spectacular epic story of a larger-
than-life, idealistic adventurer.

The Arabian desert functions as a
majestic backdrop and metaphysical
land for Lawrence's exploits. Its two
most famous shots and
cinematographic images are the
mirage shot, to announce the arrival
of Sherif Ali, and the jump-cut from
the burning match in Lawrence's
fingers to the rising desert sun.

The film conveys the enigmatic,
complex life and exploits of an
eccentric, rebellious, desert-loving,
messianic, Oxford-bred British Army
officer cartographer (repeatedly
referred to as an "Englishman"), who
unites the desert-dwelling Arabian
Bedouins against the oppressive Turks
(allies of Germany) during World War
I. His extraordinary knowledge of the
politics and culture of the Mideast
allows him to organize the various,

Lawrence of Arabia
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wilful Arab tribes to repel enemies of
the British.

The film focuses on four major events
in Lawrence's life - told in flashback:

- the glorious conquest of the key port
of Aqaba

- Lawrence's capture, torture, and
rape in Deraa

- the vicious "no prisoners" massacre
at Tafas

- the anti-climactic fall of Damascus,
with an end to dreams of unity.

In 1962, when the film first opened, it
was 222 minutes long, but it was

subsequently cut down by 35 minutes
to 187 and was not restored to 217
minutes until 1989.   It is noticeable
that the film has no female speaking
roles and has been referred to as the
“men’s film”.   The lead character is
the heroic, contradictory, uncrowned
King of Arabia, T.E. Lawrence, a
solitary, masochistic adventurer who
paradoxically wanted to be both
extraordinary and ordinary. In the
end, his excessive arrogance, violent
masochism and pushing of limits led
to his own downfall, and to his belief
that he had failed in his mission and
duty.

M.G.M.
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Glowing golden daffodils
matched our Chaplains'
lanyards, setting off our Lenten
purple tops, though all of this
was quite coincidental!

The Chaplains at Bournville
College gathered round our
decorated table at 11.00 am. The
audio-visual technician had put
up a PA system for us so we were
able to reach the whole social
area, which is VERY long and
narrow! With music
accompaniment, thanks to the
wonders of modern technology,
we all took a part in the prayers
and readings and finished with a
rousing chorus of Thine Be The
Glory.

Afterwards we handed out little
chocolate eggs and Easter book
marks with the words 'Easter
blessings from the Chaplains',
which were much appreciated.
Some of the staff in the
downstairs offices and at
reception said they had so
enjoyed listening to it, especially

the singing, even though they
couldn't leave their posts. They
were especially pleased that we
had gone to find them, knowing
that they couldn't join us.

Two weeks before, we had
celebrated the week of
Mothering Sunday by asking
'Who Cares For You?' and, yes,
giving out chocolate, ALWAYS
popular! Responses were put on
post-its and attached to a poster
of a tree.

These encounter times are so
rewarding and we get to chat to
a diversity of folk. A member of
staff told us she couldn't eat the
chocolate as she had to have a
procedure in hospital later. We
chatted then asked if we could
pray for her. She was just
delighted and said that this had
been her best day that week!

Meeting her again during our
Easter activities I asked her how
she it went. She told me that she
had been calm, had sailed

Chaplains & Chocolate
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through the procedure and that
the results were negative. She
had told her son she knew it was
all because we were praying for
her. I think we both cried a little
as we hugged!  These are
moments of great
encouragement, especially on
those days when we wonder
why we are bothering.

Bournville College, after a very
rocky couple of years, is now
under the management of
Birmingham South and City
college. A more optimistic,
settled atmosphere now prevails
across the college. We were
invited to meet representatives
of the management team

recently. They had no experience
of volunteer faith chaplains but
were very impressed with our
engagement, encounter and
support activities. They plan to
introduce them on another of
their campuses with our help,
which is very encouraging.

 I left for the Easter break with an
overwhelming feeling of
goodwill, of maybe doing a good
job. Back for more next term!
Please pray for us as we take
faith out into the community.
There are no blueprints, no
markers. We truly step into the
unknown on prayer and faith.

Thelma Mitchell

Photo: The Chaplains of Bournville College. Thelma is on the far right.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd
Place of Welcome Coordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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The link between the Anglican
Diocese of Birmingham and those
of Malawi has been in existence
for just over 50 years. This link is
sustained in many ways including
parish and school twinnings and
parishes who have offered long-
term financial and prayer support.

Another way the link is  nourished
is through the containers of
resources which travel to Malawi
about every 18 months. These
have become a life-line for

schools, parishes, colleges and
hospitals. The last container (No.
10) went out in March 2016 and
Number 11 is due for loading on
June 10th.

The Malawi Committee now has
the whole operation very well
organised, which is no mean feat.
To ensure that as much space as
possible is taken up on the
container  and that it is packed in
the order in which it needs to be
delivered at the other end sounds
simple enough: but we are talking
about a full-sized container and
several different hospitals,
colleges, schools and churches as
recipients. It is a complex job to
ensure it all runs smoothly and
that all import and export
regulations are abided by.

Three years ago, two of my
different worlds met and I
managed to get an unwanted (and
thus due to be scrapped)
treatment bed to the container
via our hospital transport (West
Heath). Eighteen months later, my
Moseley Hall colleagues
challenged me with the question

From Birmingham to Malawi



41

“Can someone make use of this
treatment bed? Surely we can’t
just watch it go to scrap?”
Hospital transport was no longer
available for such adventures this
time, so my van came to the
rescue.

Two weeks before Palm Sunday,
my colleagues and I were
suddenly told a whole ward full of
stuff needed to go to scrap,
including two treatment beds.
One needed a new part (now
ordered), and is already “hidden”
in the Foodbank’s Access Storage
unit until June. The other will join
it, unless we can find a new home
for it at West Heath or Moseley.
It is most likely that the bed(s) will
find a new home in the maternity
facility in St Anne’s hospital at
Nkhotakota.

Various, very generous members
of our church congregations in
Kings Norton have already helped
towards almost all of the cost of
the container passage and the van
trips. Please pray for those who
will begin using these items in July
or August.

If, as may happen, I receive excess
money, I will give it to the team
organising the container, as there
are always hidden costs that those
donating items are unable to
cover.

For more information about our
link, take a look at

www.cofebirmingham.com/
malawi

Sylvia Fox
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“I will love you with an everlasting love”
Jeremiah 31:3

These words come from the Old
Testament and they are quoted in a
new book, The Boy Who Gave His Heart
Away by Cole Moreton. It’s about two
boys who never met and about two
mums who did meet and who were
determined to tell their story.  It is a
book I hope you will read as it is so
powerful (although you may need the
assistance of some tissues).  It is a book
that I hope will change people’s
perspectives on organ donation.   It’s
quite a challenge to write about a book
and make it interesting and
understandable without giving away
what happens.  But I do want you to
read it for yourselves, so please bear
with me if I don’t give away too much.

Reading the book for me was a slightly
strange experience as I know both the
story and some of the people involved.
I have known Sue and Nigel Burton for
a number of years.  The story they tell
is one I have heard often but to read its
impact on others made it seem like I
was hearing it for the first time.  There
are also echoes of my own story and
some parts of the book took me back to
a windowless hospital room nearly
twenty-one years ago, where I was

facing a similar
discussion
about organ
donation
(although my
story was slightly different as I was the
one asking about organ donation, not
the medical staff; but then I would do it
the wrong way round, wouldn’t I !).

The book also features the thoughts
and memories of some of the health
care professionals who were part of
the unfolding events of the story.  It is

The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Everlasting Love
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easy to forget the impact these stories
and events have on the nurses and
doctors who are part of them, that they
too have memories and have to find a
way to deal with them.  As a result, I will
always look differently on pepperoni
pizza, but you will have to read the book
to find out why!

First and foremost, it’s a love story. Not
the gooey, romantic kind of love story
but the story of the love of two mothers
for their sons.  It is about a love so great
that it changes lives and is still changing
lives today.  A love whose ripples are
still spreading out and reaching new
people.

The quotation from Jeremiah featured
in the book reminds us of another
everlasting love, God’s love for his
people.  During our darkest moments, it
may seem that God’s love is far away,
that God has forsaken us.  It did for me.
For me it has only been with the gift of
time that I have been able to see things
differently, to see that God’s love
cannot be extinguished.  But the death
of someone we love often challenges
our faith.   Too often we want answers

quickly, but God doesn’t always work
to our time schedule or give us the
answers in the way we expect or in a
way we may understand.  Perhaps
remembering this simple verse from
Jeremiah will help us to explain our
love for someone and God’s love for us.

Pauline Weaver
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The P&O liner Canberra has arrived at
Yokohama, Japan, on its “Cherry
Blossom Cruise”. The ship will have
an overnight stay. Various passenger
tours are booked including the Tokyo
Nightclub Tour, some ten miles away.

Of course, some of the crew are going
to venture into the nearby town. A
friend has decided to celebrate his
birthday by taking a few shipmates
out to dinner at a local restaurant. So,
with others, I walked the short
distance to the Scandia restaurant.

Peter was the birthday host in a very
nice place. Well, we all enjoyed the
meal when the manager of the
restaurant approached the
table.”You must go back ship,” he
said in his broken English. “Typhoon
coming!”

Peter first reaction was, “Certainly
not. We have not had coffee and
liqueurs yet.” But we had to face
facts. Apparently, local television had
just reported that the Canberra
would have to put out to sea to

weather the storm.

Of course, we made our way back
along the dock. It was getting windy
and pouring with rain. Peter’s
umbrella blew inside out. We
roared with laughter. He was most
indignant. “I purchased that brolly
at Rackham’s!”. Thelma the
telephonist replied, “Are you sure it
wasn’t Woolworth’s?”.

We arrived back on board and,
shortly afterwards, the ship left the

Typhoon Coming!
Eddie, our maritime raconteur, is in Japan this month and
the weather’s turning nasty…
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Typhoon Coming! wharf. Our unplanned departure
stranded over 200 passengers on
various tours. A lot of crew members
were left ashore too.

The storm was not too bad that night
out at sea; but the next morning,
there was some chaos on board.
Those of us still on the ship found
ourselves multi-tasking to provide
on-board services. I seem to
remember ending up in the galley
frying eggs for breakfast as half the
cooks were absent.

Eventually, the Canberra came back
into port during early afternoon the
next day. The wharf was packed with
passengers and crew waiting to get
back on board. It was quite cold too.
Sorry faces were everywhere.

The ship agents had found some local

hotels including Japanese ryokans.
These inns are different, to say the
least, and not comfortable for
many. One sleeps on a floor
mattress (futon) with a leather
pillow. The passengers were not
impressed.

Some of the crew had slept in the
“Peanuts Bar” where they had been
entertained by a lookalike Beatles
band comprised of Japanese men in
leather suits. Many tales were told,
some of them very funny.

I am glad our small party got back
on board in time. Even though our
meal was cut short, we got very wet
and we suffered a broken umbrella,
we were among the lucky ones.

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

The Parish Magazine is Online
All copies of this magazine are published online two months after they appear in print.
To read our extensive library of previous editions, visit
kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php

Christian Aid Week is 60
years old this year, having
begun a few years after the
charity was set up. We will
have house-to-house
collections in some roads,
plus a Coffee Morning at
Hawkesley, a chance to
donate at one of the Sunday
services, and possibly other
activities during the week. The week itself this year is May 14th-20th and its
main theme is supporting refugees, those displaced from their own country
through warfare or natural disaster.

The Back Page
This month’s back page photos show the 10.30 am service at St Nicolas’, Kings Norton,
on Palm Sunday this year (9th April) when the parish said goodbye to Revd Robin
Mortimore and celebrated the beginning of Holy Week.



47



48

The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


