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Saint George, as everyone knows, is the patron
saint of England. His red cross on a white
background forms the national flag. This month,
in the guise of a very fine scarecrow, he graces
our front cover. See page 38 for the reason why.

At such a time as this, it is somewhat ironic to be
reminded that the traditional protector of our
islands was a foreigner, a Roman soldier born to
Greek parents in either Cappadocia or Palestine.
If he had ever visited England, it would have
been as an immigrant. Of course, he never had
the chance, for he was martyred by the Roman
Emperor Diocletian, in whose guard he served,
for refusing to renounce his Christian faith; a
brave death commemorated by that red cross.
The dragon? Well, that's another story. And it
might have been a crocodile.

Welcome to the October edition, which, bold
and brave like St George, wades into the debate
about same-sex relationships and dares to
mention Christmas while the leaves are still on
the trees. The dragon may be a myth, but
Pauline finds food for thought in some real wild
creatures on page 23. We are invited to glimpse
the life of a modern-day saint in tributes to Mary
Walker; and both Eddie and "MGM" provide a
flavour of St George's origins in the Middle East.
Tenuous connections? Perhaps, but it's still a
good read!

The Editor
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From the Rector
Same-Sex Relationships & The Church of England

Gay Bishops and same-sex marriages
between clergy are often in the
news. The media reports follow a
now familiar formula of: initial mild
scandal, spokespersons reacting
from their opposing positions, a note
about how the issues involved are
(fatally) dividing the Anglican Church
and a statement from the person, or
people, involved explaining how their
faith and lives are enriched by their
relationship and a conviction that the
rest of society has generally come to
terms with homosexuality and it is
the Church which is out of step.

For people looking in on the Church
of England from the 'outside' it can
appear hopelessly compromised over
issues of sexuality and seemingly
unable to reach an agreed position
which is fair and coherent. For
members 'inside' the Church of
England, the debates and
controversies around the issue of
same-sex relationships are polarising
opinions and attitudes; internal
efforts to reach an agreed position
seem elusive or even impossible.
While The C of E may appear to some
to be in a complete muddle about
these issues, it is because at the heart

of these matters lie deeper
questions of personal identity,
inclusivity and the Church's moral
and civil authority; this is not just a
question of what goes on between
two consenting adults but a
challenge to the traditional concept
of marriage and what types of
lifestyles are permissible or
desirable for those in authority in
the Church.

When speaking to people about the
Church's stance on these issues, it is
clear there is some factual
confusion about what is or is not
allowed by the Church of England.
These facts might help to clarify
matters:
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• The C of E's official teaching about
intimate adult relationships
continues to promote the concept of
marriage as a lifelong union between
a man and a woman.

• It has accepted that same-sex
couples are allowed by law to enter
into a civil partnership and more
recently to be married. English law on
same-sex marriage excludes the
Church of England from marrying
same-sex couples in church.

• For clergy, including Bishops, the
situation is different. If they are in a
same-sex relationship it must be
celibate and while they may enter
into a civil partnership they cannot
marry.

To ensure high standards of service
and accountability, C of E clergy are
subject to professional standards and
codes of conduct. Unlike other
professions, clergy are also
accountable to the historic teachings
of the Church, which have their basis
in Biblical views of how leaders of a
church should live, and in centuries of
interpretation. Clergy are also
women and men of conscience and
this too will inform their life choices.
Trying to balance professional
standards, Biblical injunctions and
personal conscience in a matter as
subjective and personal as whom one

loves is bound to lead to
contradictions and even charges of
hypocrisy.

The C of E holds a special and
privileged place in our society and
what we do and say is rightly
scrutinised by politicians, the media,
campaigning groups, the public etc.
as well as by its own membership,
who are ready to criticise its use of
its privileged position when they
disagree with its teachings or
pronouncements. Yet, the C of E is
only properly exercising its moral
authority when it is tackling
sensitive issues both for itself and
also on behalf of many who are not
its members or supporters but
seeking guidance and direction with
their own conscience. The C of E is
also a body that enables people of
different Christian traditions and
other faiths to come together for
the common good of communities.
This too places it under an
obligation to speak honestly about
its conflicting attitudes because
what the C of E is struggling with
publicly others are struggling with
beyond the glare of publicity.

It is clear that the question of same-
sex relationships among clergy is
not going to be resolved to
everyone's satisfaction in the near
future, if at all. I hope (and pray)
that some important principles will
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be remembered by those leading the
church and their opponents in the
ongoing debates:

• While the Bible may have lost its
popular appeal as a book for guiding
personal conduct for some, it still
matters to millions as a source of
inspiration and a starting point for
their conscience.

• While ideas about marriage have
changed over the centuries, the
concept of long term, faithful
commitment between couples has
served society well as a basis for
loyalty, trust and stability for the next
generation.

• The Church cannot ignore, or self-
righteously deny, what is happening
in society with regard to sexual ethics
but it has a duty to test radical
change against the historic teaching
of its faith and history. This is the
stage we are at in the current debate

about clergy same-sex relationships.

• The Church does not pronounce
only for the benefit of the current
generation and society but must
also consider the impact its
teachings may have on subsequent
generations, while also respecting
its past.

• Clergy are public figures with a
special place in society and
therefore our conduct and lifestyles
must not only satisfy our personal
conscience but take account of the
regard with which we are (still) held
by many in our communities.

• Homosexuality is a feature of the
human condition and is not going
away. It has brought love and
enrichment to the lives of many and
many have paid a high price for
following their heart's desire.

Rev Larry Wright
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Funerals
August 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

4th August Kathleen Patricia Lynott 90 Bu.CY
5th August Andrew David Payne 55 SN.Bu.CY
12th August Dennis Douglas Day 87 Cr.LH
22nd August Joyce Lilian Wheeler 89 Bu.CY
22nd August John Henry Hunt  Cr.RH
22nd August Anthony Baldwin 64 Cr.LH
23rd August Ruth Irene Stokes 87 SN.Cr.RD
25th August Joan Winifred Hardy 85 SN.Bu.CY
26th August Ivy May Best 82 SN.Bu.CY
30th August Catherine Edwards 87 Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WP : Westall Park,
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I first met Mary when I was a curate
in Kings Norton. Over time, we got to
know each other very well. We
shared a deep devotion to the
sacraments and most especially to
Holy Communion and a love of the
1662 Book of Common Prayer (BCP)
Communion Service. I have not met
many people who are so devoted to
the sacrament and to receiving

communion that, come rain or shine,
summer or winter, they would set
off early in the morning to walk a
considerable distance to church for
the 8.00 a.m. Service.  Mary was one
such person. Reluctantly, because
she was fiercely independent, she
would accept a lift home from her
dear friend Richard. It was a joy and
a privilege to minister alongside
Mary at St Nicolas’ at the altar for
the 8.00 BCP service as she
administered the chalice, something
she took very seriously and, I have
to say, prayerfully.

That same prayerfulness and
gentleness were evident too when
we took out Home Communion to
those not able to come to church.
Her commitment was second to
none. We shared a love, too, of
conversation and enjoyed many a
chat about life, the church and God,
about her love for Kings Norton and
this church and the people here.

One of the loveliest things we had in
common was our dogs. Mary had a
Jack Russel called Poppy and I had a
Lurcher called Zooka. When we had
to have our dog put down, Mary was

A DOUBLE TRIBUTE TO

Mary Walker
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one of the first people I phoned
because I knew she would listen and
understand completely how I was
feeling, and that to me was a great gift
of friendship.

Poppy was Mary's constant
companion. Over the years they
clocked up many miles on their walks.
And no doubt Mary must have had
lots of conversations with people
they met en route, because she just
enjoyed talking to people. When Mary
was struggling to give Poppy enough
exercise, because Poppy was a very
lively little dog, she was worried that
she would have to give her back to
her son Peter and his wife Helen to
care for. It was then I contacted The
Cinnamon Trust for her, a group of
volunteers who walk people's dogs.
Through this, Mary and indeed Poppy
made a whole new set of friends.

I feel very privileged to have known
Mary and it is only now that I fully
realise how much I relied on her
prayers. The last conversation I had
with her ended with her saying to me
“I have always prayed for my priests”.
That has stayed with me.

Mary prayed for all of us clergy who
have served at Kings Norton and
indeed for others who have crossed
her path over the years. She
continued to pray for all of us when
we moved on or when we retired. I
have no doubt that this woman of
deep prayer and faith also began
praying for Larry, the new Rector,

once she knew he had been
appointed.

Mary, over the last few years, longed
to see God more fully, longed to be
reunited once more with her
beloved husband Edgar and with all
who had gone before her. That
longing is no more, for all has been
completed in Mary's life and she is
now in the fullness, the beauty and
the love of God Himself who, I am
sure, at the moment of death
reached out to her and said, “Come
hither, well done thou good and
faithful servant.” And I think she
would have been very surprised
indeed at such an acclamation and
welcome.

Rev Rebecca Clarke
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There are many things that spring
to mind when I think of Mary,

but since I'm a self-confessed
chocoholic, I'll begin with “Elizabeth
Shaw”! Mary's regard for her clergy,
no matter what their differences
might be theologically or in practice,
always extended to presenting them
at Christmas with a box of Elizabeth
Shaw Mints. In Mary's eyes they
could not be bettered.

Mary's involvement with this parish
over many years was considerable
and she was not averse to voicing
her disagreement on issues
theological or otherwise. However,
she was the last person to stand in
the way of what she saw as progress.
Indeed she was wont to say to Canon
Rob Morris, on more than one
occasion after his arrival here in
1999: "I may not approve of what
you are doing and it's not my thing,
but I know it has to happen and I will
pray for you."

I would hazard a guess that there are
many incumbents who would like a
Mary in their congregations! If I'm
honest, I was always somewhat in
awe of Mary, her energy and sheer
doggedness at times were an
inspiration, as was her

determination that things be done
properly. She supported all newly
qualified Readers and Ordinands
here and went to all their licensing
and ordination services at the
Cathedral. She was usually the first
to ask for a ticket in the Parish
Office.

But, perhaps it has been over the
last five or so years that I have
come to know and appreciate Mary
even more as I worked alongside
her as the clergy lead for home
communions and funeral follow-
up. Mary was a member of the
bereavement group for more years
than I care to remember. When I
was first introduced to the group, it
consisted of some six very faithful
ladies who met every month to
trawl through the list of funerals
that had taken place since they last
met, divide them up with a pledge
to contact and hopefully visit, the
next-of-kin over the coming month.
Copies of the Parish Magazine
would be taken or posted out and
families prayed for. At the next
meeting any issues arising would
be brought to the attention of the
clergy.

In due course and after much

In the second of our two tributes to Frances Mary Walker, who died on 8th July 2016
aged 92, the Revd Jayne Crooks shares her memories of a much-loved Kings Nortonian.
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prayer and discussion, it was felt that
visits were no longer appropriate
and often a phone call was all that
the next-of-kin wanted; and so we
held a very poignant but simple
service one afternoon to bring to an
end the work of this particular group
in the way that they had conducted
it for so many years.

But, this was not the end of Mary's
involvement with those who were
bereaved. She took up the duty of
posting the Parish Magazine to all
the next-of-kin, along with a small
booklet of prayers; and she collated
the names of those who needed to
be invited to the Annual Memorial
service, which we hold here each
November. It was with great sadness
that, two years ago, she asked to be
relieved of this duty and handed
over to me the beautifully hand-
written envelopes all ready for
posting that year.

Mary was also a wonderful hostess

and visits to her home were always
rewarded by afternoon tea: Earl
Grey in china cups and saucers,
with sandwiches and home-made
cake on dainty plates with real
napkins. She would always talk
about her beloved Edgar
somewhere in the conversation,
and also about her Peter, of whom
she was so very proud, and her
grandsons. I would hear about
outings with good friends Eileen
and Marion and of course the latest
exploits of Poppy, her dog.

Usually, somewhere along the line,
I would hear about some answer to
prayer, just at the moment when
Mary needed it most, because her
faith in God was unshakeable.

Mary, thank you for your friendship
and may God continue to bless you.

Rev Jayne Crooks
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In the autumn of 1976 a small
group of people, Anglicans and
Methodists from St Nicolas’,
Cotteridge and elsewhere, agreed
to leave their churches and to
plant a new church in the primary
school on the new estate:
Hawkesley Church was born.

It was a generous and brave move
but one that has allowed the two
denominations to engage with so
many people and families over the
years.

At 10:30 am on Sunday 9th
October we will be launching a

week of 40th Birthday
celebrations for the church and
school with our Harvest Festival
followed by lunch.

Everyone is invited to come
along, to give thanks for all that
has been done, to share stories
and memories that have shaped
the work in this place, and to
recommit ourselves to serve God
on the estate.

Please do come and join us!

Hawkesley Church

What Were You Doing 40 Years Ago?
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Do you have a passion for baking?
Then this year’s new event is just
right for you.

All you have to do is bake and
decorate your best Christmas
creation to be crowned Kings
Norton’s Star Baker.  There are five
categories to choose from:

Traditional Christmas Cake

Traditional Christmas Pudding

Mince Pies

Novelty

Children

Bring your creation, entry form and
£5 entry fee to St Nicolas’ Church
on Friday 9th December between
4.00 and 6.00 pm.  All the entries
will be on display in St Nicolas’ on
Saturday morning and anyone who
visits church that morning will have
the chance to vote for their
favourite creation.  All the
creations will be judged the next
morning by our mystery judge and
prizes awarded to the top baker in
each category and the winners
crowned during the 10.30 am Toy
Service on Sunday 11th December.

After the service everyone will have
the opportunity to purchase the
baked goods and all funds raised
will go to the St Nicolas’ Roof
Appeal.

Ready Steady Bake!
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A Date in Iraq

The merchant vessel “Wild Auk”, a
refrigerated cargo ship of some
7,000 tons had been offloading
bananas at various Gulf ports
including Dubai and Kuwait.

We received word to proceed north
and to enter the Shatt Al-Arab
waterway which feeds into the
Persian Gulf. A cargo of dates,
some one thousand boxes bound
for the USA, was awaiting us. The
ship anchored some miles up river
and was completely surrounded by
miles of date palms as far as the eye
could see. It was very hot and
humid. No shore leave was allowed
here.

Two large barges were tied up to the
ship and, each day, a small flotilla
of boats would arrive alongside.
With the ship’s derrick the boxes
were swung on board. They were
wooden and about 2 feet in length
and a foot deep. Each one was
encircled by a steel band. The
dockers were all students and the
work was compulsory. They were

not in any sense skilled dockers.
The Bosun gave out many pairs of
working gloves as hands were
being cut.

The dog is asked how much a box
of dates was worth and were told
about $20. Their pay, we worked
out, was about 2 pounds a day.
They were not very happy about
Saddam Hussein at all!

The agent sent a provider as we
needed fresh salads and so forth
and some five large bags of bed
linen were sent for laundering. We
received some rather knobbly
tomatoes and wilted lettuces
shortly afterwards. The laundry
was taken.

Eddie, by now a familiar voice in
these pages, digs deep into his
remarkable memory for a tale of
dates and laundry in the Middle East.
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The provider wore a black robe and
a turban and looked like a cast
member from Lawrence of Arabia,
crooked nose and all ! His boat
turned up one morning and he said
very proudly, “I have eggs for you”.
He offered us one wooden crate
filled with what appeared to be
pigeons’ eggs. He assured me that
they were indeed hens’ eggs.

Later that day the second mate
telephoned and said, “Eddie, if you
would like to pop up to the bridge,
I have something of interest you
may like to see.” So up I went and
he handed me a pair of binoculars.
About half a mile away we could
see white objects on top of the trees.
“Heck,” I exclaimed, “it looks like
our bed sheets out to dry.” The

sheets eventually came back on
board all pressed and folded but a
murky grey colour with a slightly
musty smell. They must have been
washed in the river in which we
were anchored.

Some eight days later we sailed
away and, after a bumpy Atlantic
crossing,  we berthed in Alabama.
What a contrast! The dates were
offloaded in less than two days
with modern cargo handling.

It was marvellous to be in the
USA and I thought the expression
“God bless America” to be very
apt indeed.

Eddie Matthews

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.
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Beat The Devil

Directed by John Houston. Starring
Humphrey Bogart, Jennifer Jones,
Robert Morley, Gina Lollobrigida  and
Peter Lorre. Screenplay by Truman
Capote.

In this early John Houston film a trio
of shady businessmen (Morley, Lorre
and Marco Tulli)   are delayed in
southern Italy waiting for a ship to
Africa where they are planning to
purchase mineral rights on land which
is secretly known to have uranium
deposits. Bogart (at his world-weary
best as Billy Danreuther) plays their
hired contact for the deal whom they
watch closely for any signs of
betrayal. Thus we are plunged into a
story of deception, murder, treachery
and innocence. The innocence is in
the form of an English couple, the
Chelms (Jennifer Jones and Edward
Underdown) who accidently get
caught up in this affair and whose
naivety and English rectitude
eventually scupper the whole plan.
The film manages some stunning
scenes of the Sorrento coast and the
Italian village setting is utterly

delightful, using only real villagers
going about their daily tasks.

There is a strong comedy element to
the film as the disreputable
businessmen become increasingly
paranoid that their plans will be
found out or that Billy (Bogart) will
betray them. When they eventually
get on the ship for Africa, romance
has entered the equation as Mrs
Chelms falls for Dan, and Billy’s wife,
Maria (Gina Lollobrigida), falls for Mr
Chelm’s uptight British personality.

When the ship founders there is a
quirky episode when all the main
characters take to the lifeboats and
end up in the middle of an Arab
uprising and Billy (Bogart) uses their
arrest by a local bureaucrat to his
advantage. They all return to the
village where their journey began
minus Mr Chelm; he had decided to
go overboard and take his chances
swimming. On their return to their
hotel they are greeted by a Scotland
Yard Detective Inspector (Bernard
Lee) and the final unravelling of the
whole criminal venture takes place.

Our mystery reviewer of classic films “MGM” is back with an
appreciation of a 1953 movie which was said to be ten years
ahead of its time and in which Humphrey Bogart met his match.
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The film is not one of Houston’s best-
known but his collaboration with
Bogart and the writer Truman Capote
for the screen play gives the film a
particular pleasure. Houston had torn
up an original script and hired Capote
to write one from scratch while they
were filming, scenes being written
overnight for the next day’s filming
and the actors given scope for ad-
libbing. It is a film which plays with the

lengths to which unscrupulous
businessmen will go to for profit
and the spiral of suspicion and deceit
it engenders. Ultimately, no one
trusts anyone in this film beyond
trusting them to be flawed human
beings.

M.G.M.

Kings Norton Ministry Team -1

A recent photo of the Ministry Team, minus Revd Jayne Crooks, who was on
holiday at the time. Back row, from left to right: David Ash, Revd Jane Platt,
Revd Larry Wright, Revd Robin Mortimore, Mandy Butler. Front row, left to
right: Pauline Weaver, Sylvia Fox, Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman, Revd Caz Hague.
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Baptisms
August 2016

7th August  Tyler Jason Gary Munn
7th August Sophie Elizabeth Mary Griffiths
7th August Nathaniel Ethan Packett
7th August  Jessica Siena Hughes
7th August Charlie Thomas Benham
21st August Oliver Michael Tomkinson
21st August Darcey Carol Anne Williams
28th August William Dennis Love

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

St Nicolas’ Women’s Fellowship
Programme for 2016-2017

6 October Communion and Enrolment at St Nicolas’ at 2.00 pm.

3 November Tom Pretty will sing and play his guitar.

1 December Christmas meal at the Toby Village Inn.

12 January Hazel Nash on Mary Slessor, a Missionary in Africa.

2 February Armchair exercises with Sue Weaver.

2 March Kit de Waal & her book “My Name Is Leon”.

6 April Meeting to be arranged.

4 May Bring & Buy in aid of St Nicolas’ Roof Appeal.

1 June Rita Sutton : “Teaching During The Troubles”.

6 July AGM
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Zoos have changed a lot over the
years, I’m pleased to say.  Many have
gone back to being called Zoological
Gardens and one of those is Dudley.
The last time I visited was actually
more years ago than I care to
remember and it was terrible.  It was
in such a poor state that I didn’t want
to go back and I hadn’t until just
recently.

What a difference!  Some areas still
look a little sad but generally lots of
time, money and thought has gone
into making some tremendous
improvements.  Interestingly, some
of the original structures from the
1930s, which were cutting edge at the
time and then considered outdated
and out of fashion, are now getting a
new lease of life, are now recognised
for their architectural significance
and are actually listed buildings.

I went on a very quiet day, a day
when you wonder how the zoo
manages to keep going as there were
so few people that they could not
even have covered the cost of the
animals’ food let alone things like
staffing, heating and so on.  But it was
wonderful because I could spend
time just watching some truly

magnificent
animals.  Once
again, I was
reminded of
the
importance of just standing still and
looking.  If you do this in the walk
through lemur enclosure, the lemurs
come right up to you.  If you march
through then you don’t get the
chance to see these remarkable
animals up close.  You can sit and
watch the tiger from a distance of a

Watching Wildlife
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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couple of inches and marvel at his
“fearful symmetry” (and be very
grateful for a couple of inches of safety
glass as those teeth are VERY BIG).
You can hear the fearsome roar of the
lions and watch the giraffes strip
leaves from branches using their
amazing tongues.

Now imagine you are experiencing
some of these things for the first time
as a child.  Imagine how tall a giraffe
must seem when you are only two or
how scary to hear a lion roar.  Some of
you may remember the first time you
saw some of these animals yourselves
and may remember the zoos of
yesterday.  Many of us will never have
the opportunity to see them in the
wild but the zoos of today offer us a
fantastic chance to see them for
ourselves and to understand some of
the work that modern zoos undertake
to understand these species, to breed
them and to help preserve them for
future generations.

I for one will certainly being going back
to the zoo.  I had a wonderful, carefree

day just enjoying the experience of
being able to see God’s beautiful
creatures for myself.  Let us all do our
part to help preserve them for the
children of tomorrow.

Pauline Weaver

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 8th October 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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Christmas Already?!

Yes, I know that when you read this
it will only be October but you know
that Christmas gets earlier and
earlier each year.  In fact, I saw the
first advert for a Christmas party
back in July!

Advent and Christmas in a large
parish church take lots of planning
and we have to start thinking about
it really early so that everything
goes smoothly.  This year there will
be lots happening, traditional and

new, so that there is something for
everyone to enjoy this Christmas
season.   So that everyone can think
about how they would like to be
involved and so that you can start
planning I thought that I would
outline some of our plans.

Sadly, Christmas is not a time of joy
for everyone and even in the 21st

century, people still need your
donations at Christmas. We’re not
asking for your pennies but we do

Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat.
Please to put a penny in the old man's hat.

If you haven't got a penny, a ha'penny will do.
If you haven't got a ha'penny, God bless you!
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have lots of ways for you to help
other people enjoy the festivities a
little more.  As part of Love Your
Neighbour, which encourages us all
to be kind to others there are lots of
small acts of random kindness that

we can do each day.  Here are some
ideas to get you started, you could
try and do one every day from 1st
December until Christmas Eve:

● Donate pet food to an animal sanctuary

● Call an elderly friend or relative for a chat

● Donate a coat or jumper to charity

● Give up your place in a queue

● Pay for somebody’s coffee

● Do a chore for someone

● Pick up a carrier bag full of rubbish from your local area

● Leave a mince pie or Christmas cookie as a surprise for someone

● Feed the birds

● Send a Christmas card to someone who is ill or housebound

● Make a Christmas decoration and hang on a neighbours’ front door

● Place candy canes on windscreens of cars in a car park

● Share your favourite Christmas joke

● Write a thank you note for someone who has beautiful Christmas
lights

● De-ice your neighbour’s car

● Leave change in the vending machine

● Make a handmade bookmark and hide in a library book for
someone to find

● Give a lottery ticket to a stranger
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● Donate one item of food to your foodbank

● Volunteer sometime to help with a Christmas event

● Make someone a hot drink

● Make Christmas cookies for your local police/fire or ambulance
station

● Wish everyone you meet today a Merry Christmas

● Join in with one of our Christmas services or events

As well as things we can do individually
there will are projects that we will be
doing as a parish that everyone can get
involved in.

Advent Calendars. We will once again
be collecting Advent calendars to be
distributed via the Foodbank and
Sweet Project.  Please leave yours in St
Nicolas’ Church or the Parish Office
before 24th November.

Christmas Challenge. This year, we will
be collecting gifts for children and
adults who might not otherwise
receive a gift.  We are hoping to
expand the project to include not just
the Sweet Project but other
organisations who need our help.
There will be more details next month.

We also have a new project. We want
to create a Blessings Box.  A Blessings
Box is a wooden box with a glass door
that contains single, small, everyday
items.  The foodbank isn’t open every
day and not everyone needs its full

service, but they may have a short-
term need; the day before pay day,
perhaps.  So it is really simple.  If you
can, you add one of these items
(tinned and packet food, tissues,
basic stationery, lip balm, plasters,
individual juice cartons, small change)
to the box.  If you need something,
take it.  If you would like us to pray for
you there will be a prayer box on the
side.  If you would like to support us
from home, create your own
blessings box and place a couple of
pennies into it whenever you feel
blessed. Your donations can help us
fund future boxes across the parish.

Take what you need

Bring what you can

Above all be blessed

Pauline Weaver
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 18.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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But there was a time when it was under
threat: not from gale force winds or the
gradual disintegration of its material,
but from the misguided good
intentions of local people.

The church, which can be traced back
at least to Norman times, acquired a
tower and a spire in the early part of
the 15th century.  Going back to the
time when Kings Norton was simply a
collection of farms round a central
green, the dramatic landmark has been
in place, soaring 180 feet above the
ground.

It’s a wonder that, centuries before any
sophisticated building techniques and
materials, men should have not only
had the vision, but also the
fundamental technical ability to create
structures that attained unprecedented
height and also offered genuine
permanence.  The story of the
construction of the tower and spire, its
subtlety and the many features which
were incorporated to enhance the
purpose of the church, is indeed a
remarkable one.

It was famous throughout the
Midlands, and indeed could be seen
for many miles away in most
directions, before urbanisation took
hold. One unnamed admirer called
the structure “One of the great
ornaments of Worcestershire,
surpassed in elegance by none in the
county.”

We accept its presence without
thinking, and so did the people of
Kings Norton in the 1840s, when this
story unfolds. However, for a few
years there had been concerns about
its stability; indeed, some people
suggested that it was gradually listing
to one side. Whether that was true or
not, nevertheless  it was proposed
that the spire be made more solid.

Inside the spire, which is basically
hollow, there had always been a long
iron rod, suspended from the very top
of the spire and hanging down
vertically to add weight and
robustness. To remedy the worries of
the 1840s, it was suggested that the
lower end of the rod be firmly

Spinning Spire Gives Locals A Turn

There can hardly be a more iconic sight in Kings Norton than
our church spire. A truly inspirational example of man’s
ingenuity and courage, it has dominated the skyline for some 600
years, resisting the very worst that British weather, extremes of
temperature and other forces of nature have thrown at it.
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fastened to two oak beams,
positioned at the top of the
tower itself. To achieve
this, the local blacksmith
was commissioned to forge
an immense nut that fitted
the lower end of the rod and
would attach it to the
beams.

The leverage needed to
establish the connection
required considerable
manpower, so, in addition
to the local dignitaries who
had assembled to watch the
event from inside the tower,
a group of locals was
invited to help turn the nut.
Convinced that they had
found the solution, they
started to do so with great
enthusiasm.

But suddenly, there was
alarm.  A villager came
dashing up the spiral
staircase inside the tower,
red-faced and breathing

heavily with effort and excitement. “Stop! Stop1” he shouted, as the story goes:
“You’re screwing the top of the spire round!” All that strenuous effort to turn
the nut was halted immediately, as people went outside the check the villager’s
claims. Sure enough, they could just about discern that the spire’s very topmost
stone had been twisted and dislodged. What was clearer was that the golden
weathercock was spinning loosely: as one person described it at the time, “it
was perched like one of those ballerinas on a music box”.

The photographs above are part of a collection which was entrusted to the Parish Office
several years ago. They show the last known occasion on which the weather vane on the top
of the spire of St Nicolas’ Church was removed for repairs in 1931. If any reader has more
information about the origin of these photos, the Editor would be happy to hear from them.
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What had not been realised was that
the top end of the rod was actually
“leaded in” to the top stone of the
spire, another example of the
remarkable skill and technique that
had created the original structure. So
by attempting to twist the rod, far from
creating stability the well-meaning
locals had actually threatened it.

No more turning was attempted and a
local builder climbed to the very top to
remedy the damage.  Since then, the
rod has been left untouched: indeed,
an architect called in to assess the
situation refused adamantly even to
allow the nut to be loosened.

The project was deemed to have been
successful as far as it went,
subsequently proven by the fact that
the spire is still in place, as strong as
ever and straight as a die. Or is it?!

Michael Kennedy

More information on the spire and
many other aspects of St Nicolas can
be found in “St Nicolas Kings
Norton, An Illustrated Guide” by JV
Melling, available in the local
section of Kings Norton Library.
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When I go on holiday, I don’t often join
the local people for Sunday worship,
because I engineer holidays to fit around
life at St Nicolas’ so as not to be away on
a Sunday. But this year, I had a twelve-
day break in Guernsey (definitely on the
“to return” list).

I arrived on a Wednesday and visited two
or three churches in the first days. All

were  open and were clearly well cared
for. They all welcomed the visitor and
one had a glorious flower festival too.
But the one which said “please come
back on Sunday” to me was the one
that looked as if it had a pastoral life as
well as a life of worship. Church here
wasn’t just for Sundays.

First I encountered the Foodbank bin,
then the children’s area that looked as if
it really was used and not there just in
case. I spotted a lovely hospitality area
too. I gathered, after the service, that
this had given rise to quite a reaction
when it was created, but it was clear that
it was now drawing into church people
who didn’t normally come to Sunday
services.

I was very glad that I had chosen this
church. They clearly intended the
building to be somewhere for every day,
both for worship and for pastoral work.

We are lucky in St Nicolas’ that we
inherit a similar tradition from our
ancestors. A medieval church building
was always intended for both types of
work. The nave was the place for
learning, pastoral care, hospitality,
meetings and even financial
transactions. The chancel was for holy

More Than A Time Capsule
A recent visitor to Saint Nicolas’ Church left an anonmyous written note
commenting on the apparent untidiness of the interior and requesting that it be
“restored to its former glory”. Sylvia Fox, our Church Facilities Manager, reflects.
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Leaf Sweeping

The annual, free gym substitute

9.30 - 11.30 a.m.
on each of November 5th, 19th and 26th at St Nicolas’ Churchyard.

Please come for as long or as little as you can manage. Please wear stout
footwear and gloves. Tools can be provided, but if you can bring a rake

or leaf collectors, please do.

space and prayer. The two are no longer
divided by a large physical screen and the
nave platform is the meeting place
between the two, the place where all our
pastoral offices and sacraments occur.
We are very fortunate to have such a
building, one that we can use in the way
our ancestors did.

The church I chose, along with almost
all the other island churches, was of
similar vintage to St Nicolas’ (and
older). I hope that we and they can
continue to celebrate this two-fold way
of sharing the Gospel.

Sylvia Fox

Marriages & Blessings
August 2016

6th August  Mark Adrian Williams & Sarah Jane Read Wedding
6th August Mark Rowan Sawyers & Michelle Elaine Brown Wedding
19th August Stephen Branch & Johanna Claire Mooney Wedding
20th August Peter Thomas Daly & Kim Marie Bushell Wedding
20th August Michael David Webb & Claire Louise Peet Wedding
20th August Paul Andrew & Carol Joan Bennett Blessing
27th August  Gary A & Sarah J Tarrant Blessing
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

Foodbank News
This month is a bit different: not lots of
facts or figures but a request for two
things.

One is that any time you hear someone
say that “those who use foodbanks are
scroungers”, please would you
challenge it? Many of our clients and
those of all foodbanks are what the
media call the “working poor”, people in
work, but not earning enough to pay the
essential bills. They are, most definitely,
not scroungers. Most of us are only 1-2
salary or pension payments away from
the same level of need.

The other is for prayer, specific prayer
for the work of the B30 Foodbank. We
are seeing an ever-increasing demand
for food and fuel vouchers and this is
stretching the skills and energy of our
leadership team (Roger, Nicola, Helen
and Pete), our army of volunteers (the
meet-and-greet team, the pick and
pack team, the transporting and
sorting team) and our warehouse team
(Pete and Sylvia). We have no intention
of giving up, but we are working hard
to find strategies to cope with the
increasing demands.

The
Back
Page

On our back page this month, a selection of photos taken at the recent
Bournville Scarecrow Festival (Bournville Village Green, 13th

September), where the winning entry in the Community Groups
category was won by St Nicolas’ Church Tiny Tots and GPS Youth
Group. Their magnificent St George and the Dragon scarecrow is
featured on our front page this month. The annual Scarecrow Festival
is organised by the Busy Parents’ Network (busyparentsnetwork.com).
All proceeds go jointly to the Meningitis Awareness Foundation and
Bournville Children’s Book Festival.
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