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These are difficult times. In difficult times, we
need great wisdom. It is there for the asking.
It waits for us, distilled in history, literature,
tradition, scripture, and the lived experience
of our fellow human beings, especially the old.
It is concentrated in those who have endured
great suffering. If we feel lost, personally,
spiritually or politically, could it be because we
are so absorbed in ourselves and our
immediate concerns that we have forgotten
to listen to the wisdom that can give us
perspective?

Nelson Mandela meets many of the criteria of
a wise man. Speaking of his long experience of
suffering, struggle and leadership, he said this.

“If the experience of South Africa means
anything to the world at large, we hope that it
is in having demonstrated that where people
of goodwill get together and transcend their
differences for the common good, peaceful
and just solutions can be found even for those
problems which seem most intractable.”

If we are to escape what one of our articles
this month calls “a narcissistic lifestyle
disconnected from meaning” and the chaos
which it brings, if we are to live successfully
together in a divided nation, we need to listen
to the voices of wisdom.

The Editor



4

From the Rector

The $64,000 Question

The title of this popular American
game show broadcast from 1955 to
1958 became a catchphrase on both
sides of the Atlantic to describe a
particularly vital question without a
ready answer. We can still hear it used
today but I imagine that not many
recall its origins. It just so happens that
St Nicolas’ Church Roof Appeal, which
we have launched this month,
requires us to raise £64,000; so our
vital question without a ready answer
is, “How is this money to be raised?”

It was about a year ago that our
building experts alerted us to serious
water ingress problems in the south
aisle of the church over the Baptism
font. As is usual in such cases, careful
and lengthy investigations had to be
carried out to establish the cause of
the problem and the extent of any
damage and repair. It was discovered
that a large oak beam dating from the
15th century was rotten and would
need to be wholly or partially replaced.

I imagine this is the same sort of beam
used in the Tudor warships that began

the rise of England as a maritime
power, but I may be being fanciful. I
would like to think this beam was
hewn from a nearby English oak and
worked upon by master carpenters
and their apprentices, with the
rudimentary (by modern standards)
tools of their trade. As they worked,
shavings and sawdust would fill the
air and the chopping, sawing, planing
and chiselling would form a rhythmic
carpenters’ air. For the craftsmen of
that time, working on churches was

(£64,000 Actually)
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lucrative and carried a certain status.
Travelling master craftsmen would
form guilds to ensure that their skills
and standards were protected and
prices regularised.

Modern building and restoration
techniques are no less skilful but much
speedier and require fewer labourers,
though the work is still as costly.
Fortunately, we have been informed
that only part of the oak beam is
rotten and must be replaced, which
means that some of the original 15th
century wood will remain, hopefully
for another 600 years.

If you visit the church at present you
will see the scaffolding and protective
measures installed for safety reasons
and the font area cordoned off. Our
wish is to see these unsightly materials
removed as soon as possible as we
have plans to use this area of the
church as part of our outreach to
families and young children. However,
until we can start the work, we
continue to live with these safety
measures.

Like many historic churches, St Nicolas’
was built, rebuilt, modified, and
refurbished over many years, as
reading our church tour leaflet will
testify*. Each time major works were
carried out, money was found from
wealthy benefactors and less wealthy

local people who gave what they
could to repair or enhance their
parish church.

These days, we still rely upon the
generosity of our members and the
community, but we also have access
to heritage and historic building
grants, such as the Heritage Lottery
Fund. Applying for such grants is
time-consuming and, as each grant is
competitive, we will be one among
many historic buildings applying for
the same pot of money; therefore,
only so many projects will be chosen.
Even if we are successful and are
offered a grant, it will not provide

* The St Nicolas’ Church Guided Tour leaflet can be found online at bit.ly/2sebarn
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100% funding; so we still need to raise
a substantial amount of the total cost
ourselves.

The Parochial Church Council have
formed a fundraising sub-group who
will be promoting events and
opportunities for giving. Other ways
of giving are through the parish office
at St Nicolas’ Place, by contacting one

of the Churchwardens, or by talking to
members of the clergy whose details
appear elsewhere in this magazine.

The Kings Norton community have a
reputation for being generous
supporters of their historic buildings
and we hope and pray this latest
appeal will be met with enthusiasm.

Revd Larry Wright

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

9th May John Thomas Ryall 94 SN.Bu.KN
10th May Dennis Brooke 81 SN.Cr.LH
15th May Sheila Elizabeth Birch 65 Cr.LH
15th May Albert Henry (Harry) Cox 95 SN
16th May Mary Audrey Williamson 94 SN.Cr.RD
18th May Margaret Kathleen Blake 82 SN.Bu.CY
23rd May Anthony Conway 53 SN.Bu.KN
25th May Ann Connolly 61 Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley

Funerals
May 2017
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Jacob Fox Appointed Deputy Head Chorister

At a service at St Nicolas’ Church on 4th June, Jacob was installed as Deputy Head
Chorister of St Nicolas’ Church Choir. He is pictured here with his mother Alison (left)
and Director of Music Sylvia Fox (right, no relation). Jacob currently has his Light Blue
Ribbon, the first rung on the ladder of the Voice for Life scheme of the Royal School of
Church Music (RSCM). He is working towards the second rung, the Dark Blue Ribbon.
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Tea Rooms On The Green
Win National Recognition
After a determined effort to build a
reputation for quality and friendly
service, The Green's Tea Rooms in St
Nicolas’ Place have received a certificate
of excellence from This England
magazine, a publication which focuses on
the country's customs, traditions and
attractions.

In its Summer issue, the magazine
announces awards to some of the
country's most distinctive and
atmospheric tea rooms based on
recommendations from readers,
followed up by visits from the
publication's own representatives.

The magazine praises The Green's Tea
Rooms for its full menu, daily specials and
afternoon tea, along with its “wonderful
cakes”, including lime and coconut,
ginger and orange and banana loaf.
"With exotic, mouth-watering cakes like
these, it's no surprise that this local tea
room is becoming very popular indeed"
says the article.

The citation also points out that the tea
rooms are located in a peaceful area
which, with the added attraction of its
carefully restored historic buildings,
make “a wonderful day out”.

It's welcome recognition for the efforts of
the team that has sought to create a new

image for the café in St Nicolas’ Place
over the past two years. Steve Green,
after a career in business development,
was invited to create a plan to enhance
the prospects for the café just over two
years ago. He explains that his instinctive
vision was to transform it from that of a
conventional modern café to a Victorian
Tea Room. Steve, a Birmingham-born
man who spent much of his life in or near
Kings Norton, including a period living in
a flat over the wine shop on the Green,
understood the heritage of St Nicolas’
Place and how best to capitalise on it.

Part of the process was to give the café a
clear identity. It has been officially called
Green's Tea Rooms for about a year now.
It provides a bill of fare that is truly
amazing for a venue of its size, and an
additional attraction for its customers is
that almost all the food including, of
course, those cakes, is home-made by
staff.

Its reputation is spreading: "We now
have customers from many parts of
England, and even as far afield as
Arizona, who make a special point of
calling in here when they are visiting
Birmingham," says Steve, though a
national and international reputation is
not necessarily what he is seeking. "The
team and I obviously want to build a
successful business," he explains, "but it
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is also important to us that the Tea
Rooms stay reasonably exclusive for
Kings Norton people."

What's the best time to visit? Steve says
that it's almost impossible to say. "We
simply never know with any certainty
when we're going to be packed, or when
we'll only have a trickle of customers. But
of course, if it's the former, in good
weather we always have the additional
seating offered by our enclosed
courtyard."

Kings Norton is in good company. The
latest specialist tea rooms awards in This
England also include locations in Henley-
on-Thames, Whitby in Yorkshire and,
believe it or not, an establishment in
Ontario, Canada.

The success of the Tea Rooms is only a
part of the overall progress of St Nicolas’
Place as a venue for events requiring high
standards of catering. In addition to
hosting birthday parties and wedding
receptions, it is an increasingly popular
venue for business conferences and
training events. Part of its appeal is also
the variety of rooms available, ranging
from large modern function rooms such
as the Ashford Hall to its range of smaller,
more intimate rooms, some of which, like
the evocative North Hall, enable
customers to experience the venue's
glorious heritage.

The team picture shows Steve Green,
centre, with Tea Rooms manager Donna
Ames, left, and member of staff Connor
Evans
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Vandalism at Merecroft Pool

There can't be a more idyllic spot in
Kings Norton than Merecroft Pool,
an oasis of calm and natural beauty
in an increasingly frantic world.

As the breeze rustles in the leaves,
shafts of sunlight filter through the
branches and the gentle calls of
waterfowl exude peace and
tranquillity, it's a truly wonderful
place to spend an hour or so.

There was once an incident which

not only interrupted that serenity,
but threatened to jeopardise it for
good. It was all the result of an
apparent misunderstanding
between different departments of
Birmingham City Council, as a result
of which significant damage was
done to the Pool's environment,
damage which has never been fully
remedied in the intervening 30 years.

In theory, because the Council was
and still is the owner of the beauty

“Fury as trees felled in error: historic pool ruined by council work”
shouted the Birmingham Post on 24 November 1986. Michael
Kennedy tells the story.

Photo © DAP
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Baptisms
May 2017

7th May Grant-Martin Andrew Williams
21st May Daniel Lee McGann
 Abigail Joy McGann
 Ethan Simon Humphrey
 Jessica Rose Vesty
28th May Brooke-Leigh Maryann Lane

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

spot, it could do what it liked. But
when a fault was found in the dam
that protected the northern shore of
the Pool, officials did take the
trouble to brief local residents'
organisations to expect that, as part
of the repair, a single tree would
need to be chopped down because it
was inhibiting the functioning of the
dam.

It sounded alright; but locals quickly
realised that something was wrong
when the roar of mechanical saws
and the crash of falling branches
seemed to be going on, and on, and
on. Some residents went out to find
out what was happening and were
aghast to be told by the contractors
that, in fact, they had been given
authority to chop down any trees
that they thought might be a
potential problem.

Nothing could be done but watch in
horror. In the end, a total of no fewer
than 29 trees were destroyed
including willows, poplars and horse

chestnuts that had adorned that side
of the lake for centuries.

One appalled resident said
"Contractors went in there like a bull
in a china shop. They chopped down
every tree they could see near the
dam, and destroyed the whole look
of the place." Another commented
"We were told that the action would
stop soil erosion, but you plant trees
to achieve that, not cut them down.
Some trees had been here for
hundreds of years, but now the
wildlife which lived in them and the
beauty of the pool have been
devastated."

The media were alerted. It quickly
emerged that there had been serious
confusion within the Council. One
councillor, a member of the Leisure
Committee, called the action a
“terrible act of vandalism”. "I was
told nothing," he complained. "Only
one tree was supposed to be felled
because it was undermining the dam.
Instead, one of the finest beauty



12

spots in the city has been ruined."
But another councillor, a member of
the very same Committee, said that
he had heard that all the felled trees
might have been weakening the
dam. Predictably, both promised
that "heads will roll".

It emerged subsequently that the
tragedy might have been caused by
the fact that the nature of the work
required the involvement not only of
the Council's Engineers’
Department, but also the separate
Recreation and Community Services
Departments: complexity that was a
sure recipe for misinformation.

Naturally enough, residents quickly
received pledges from the Council
that the problem would be resolved
by reconstruction and landscaping.
But even two years later, there
seemed to be no sign of any

significant progress. "It is still bare
stumps and stunted shrubs, a
travesty of its former self," said a
member of the local Residents'
Association. That statement was
contested by the Council, which
claimed that three new trees had
been planted along with new bulbs
and some wildflower seeding.

Nowadays, Merecroft Pool still has
the power to take one's breath away
with its tranquillity and natural
beauty, helped by the magnificent
and unstinting care of the Friends of
Kings Norton Nature Reserve. The
tangled environment of the north
shore almost enhances the area's
natural charm: but for those who
were around in 1986, the sight of it,
far from generating calm, is still
guaranteed to make the blood boil!

Michael Kennedy
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Proud Parents of Merecroft Pool

Within the past few weeks, the swans which built a nest on Merecroft Pool
this Spring have produced a brood of 5 cygnets. This photo was taken on
31st May 2017. By the time we go to print, they should be considerably bigger!

Photo © DAP
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Of Snails & Whales

At Tiny Tots, we have been choosing a
story each week to share and our craft
has been to make something related
to the story. We've looked at some old
favourites: Judith Kerr's The Tiger Who
Came to Tea and Eric Carle's The Very
Hungry Caterpillar. We've looked at
some new books too including some
non-fiction: Alison Limentani's How
Much Does a Ladybird Weigh? and
How Long Is a Whale?

Sharing the story has now become a
regular feature of our session and it is
lovely to see even the smallest of
children gathering round to listen. We
choose our stories carefully and often
they have a message woven into them.

A new favourite of mine is called The
Snail and The Whale by Julia
Donaldson. The story goes like this. A
snail decides that he wants to see the
world and the whale offers to take him
on his travels allowing him to ride on
his tail. The unusual pair have
adventures and visit exciting places
until the whale becomes lost and ends
up beached. The snail, small as he is,
realises that he must save the whale.
He goes to the local school and leaves
a snail-trail across the blackboard to
raise the alarm and the whale is saved.

Stories are
often how we
learn, and
often we
remember
stories from childhood all our lives.
Look at the Bible: loads of stories for us
to explore. I often ask adults coming to
baptism preparation sessions if they
can tell me a story from the Bible. They
usually look at me blankly for a while
and then someone will think of one
and suddenly there are lots. Even
people who aren't regular church
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…A Fundraiser

attenders know Bible stories:
Christmas, Easter, Noah and the Ark,
Moses parting the Red Sea, Jesus
walking on water. Sometimes we find
we know more of the Bible than we
thought. We just need reminding.

Stories help us to make sense of the
world. The Snail and The Whale helps
us to understand that something as
small as a snail can help save something
as big as a whale. Even the smallest of
us can make a difference. We can help.
We can influence change. We can
brighten someone's day. Even children
can make a difference.

Reading this book to children in the
aftermath of the Manchester terrorist
attack, I was reminded of the story that
encourages us at times of disaster to
look for the helpers; because they are
always there, and there are always
more people who help than who carry
out the atrocity. Manchester showed
that. One person caused harm. Dozens
of people helped. People offering their
homes to strangers, taxi drivers taking
people home without charge, two

homeless men rushing to help the
injured. There were countless stories
of ordinary people helping. It helps us
to gain perspective, to see that terror
can be overcome. If a snail can save a
whale, then we can make a difference
too.

Pauline Weaver
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On 11th June at St Nicolas’
Church, The Bishop of
Aston, The Right Revd Anne
Hollinghurst, licensed
Pauline Weaver as a Lay
Minister of the Church of
England during a joyful, fun-
filled service which was in
turns solemn and exuberant.
More next month!



17

What’s On In
Kings Norton?

Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here and covers the next
14 pages. In this section of the magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton (pp18 - 23)

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this
parish (pp.24 - 25)

● A detailed Diary of Events on pages 26 - 31 organised over the coming month by the
organisations listed and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into two categories,
advertising and listings. We charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are
seeking to attract paying customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the
Events Diary we print, free of charge, listings of events organised by local social or
charitable groups, together with their contact details and a brief description of their aims.
Both advertisements and listings are seen by our growing readership in Kings Norton and
beyond. Each edition of the magazine also appears online two months after its publication
date, which greatly increases the reach of all the publicity printed here. You can find the
online editions of the magazine on the parish website at kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for August 2017, contact
Michael Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by midnight on Friday 14th July. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or
can be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website (see above).

May 2017

Marriages
5th May Dean John Martin & Nicola Smith
6th May James Glyn Taylor-Mason & Stephanie Marie Hockell
20th May Philip Bavin Lip-Chung Pandya & Jemma Ann Elizabeth Glover
27th May Michael John Jennings & Claire Catherine Lena Watkins
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Listed below are brief details and contact information for Kings Norton organisations and
locations that offer opportunities for local people to get together for events and/or to meet
people who have similar interests. Most hold regular or one-off events which appear in the
Events Diary section of this magazine (page 26). Every effort has been made to confirm the
accuracy of this information. We would be happy to correct any errors or omissions.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of £3
per talk is made.  No meetings are held during the summer months: the next will be in
September.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624 3865
or 07 887 512 382

FKNNR acts as an informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and
about the reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from
10.30 to 1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats
and to enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates
and meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place, through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about Saint Nicolas' Place
and listings of Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00
for those not in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place
Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com, info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who come
together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring

Societies, Clubs & Venues
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playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with
organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation activi-
ties. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and sometimes
during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on
the fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at St Nicolas’ Place every
Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121 458
3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm at
St Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tuesday
of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.
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Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of this year. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest
groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January, it is already attracting a significant audience. It
gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of the
Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform should
check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.
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Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays, buying
and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome including
beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in Cot-
teridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or 07874
216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or com-
petitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night (the
first two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for Birmingham St. Mary's Hospice
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk, suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell. We organise fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals. We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice. Since forming in 2013, we
have raised over £10,000. If you can spare a few hours to help, please contact us. We meet
on the second Monday of each month at Kings Norton Bowling Club.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of our
walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
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programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For those
interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of approxi-
mately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further information.

Kings Norton Bowling Club 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in the 1934, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Its current activity in Kings Norton is
a free weekly Learn to Skate event at the Skate Park in Kings Norton Park, held every
Thursday from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. All those interested should simply come along, making
sure they wear appropriate clothing.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of 10
to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace of
the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook

Morris dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Black Adder Clog Morris is a
mixed side and welcomes dancers and musicians, whether beginners or more advanced. As
well as practising, we perform at open air events and meet up with other sides. We meet
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most Thursdays during term time at 8-10 pm in Cotteridge Church, B30 3EJ. If you want to
come along, please contact Fran on the above email to confirm a suitable date. Your first four
weeks are free. There's a small termly subscription if you join.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 . See page 30.

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Saturday 1 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library 10.30 am
● Quiz Night, Friends of Historic Kings Norton, St Nicolas’ Place, 7 pm for 7.30 pm

(Entry £3 per person, register on FHKN website, or at St Nicolas’ Place reception,
or on the night)

Tuesday 4 July
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields

car park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library 10-30-11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.00 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph’s & St

Helen’s Church Hall, Station Rd, Cotteridge 2.30 pm: Denis Platt ‘Courtroom Ca-
pers’

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 5 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● King Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place: outing to Weston-super-Mare
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 6 July
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00-3.00 pm: AGM
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song. 8.30 pm

Events Diary July 2017
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Friday 7 July
● Friends of Kings Norton Park environmental activities session 10 am -12.30 pm.

Meet in car park on Westhill Road
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 8 July
● THE KINGS NORTON FESTIVAL, including Craft Fair, on and around The Green,

from 9.00 am
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place 10.00 am

1.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am

Monday 10 July
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Kings Norton Bowling

Club 6.30pm-7.30pm

Tuesday 11 July
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

10.00 am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library 10-30-11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club,  7.30 pm: Richard Churchley,

‘Old Occupations’
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 12 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1 pm-3pm : Singalong with Tom

Pritty
● Kings Norton 41 Club: Laser shooting at Hillcrest
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 13 July
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
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● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 14 July
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Story time for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 15 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start

Monday 17 July
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’  Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 7.00 pm: Don Hazzard ‘Louisa Ryland, her legacy to Birmingham’

Tuesday 18 July
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

10.00 am-3.00 pm (last session until September)
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cot-

teridge, 2.00-4.00pm: David Morgan, ‘I’m not much good at Gardening’
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 19 July
● (Kings Norton Library closed for Training Day)
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1pm-3pm : Hoi
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 20 July
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 21 July
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 22 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
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● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,
10.30 am

Monday 24 July
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00

pm

Tuesday 25 July
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library 10-30-11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00-3.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 26 July
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1pm-3pm : Tina’s Fashions and

quiz
● Spoken Trend ‘open mic’ spoken word and poetry event, Bull’s Head, The Green:

performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 27 July
● Summer Reading Challenge for children event: family poetry with Ashley Harrold

(author of Fizzlebert Stump books), 11.30 am
● Art Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00 pm: 16

sheet Open Competition
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 28 July
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Story time for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 29 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British Waterways

Meadow (see map on website), 10.30 am
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Events Diary July 2017
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 8th July

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain



31

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar

School set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and
containing the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest
collection of mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned

and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all to enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email bookings@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.

Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church
on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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Chariots of Fire
Based on a true story, Chariots of Fire is
the internationally acclaimed Oscar-
winning drama of two very different
men who compete as runners in the
1924 Paris Olympics. Eric Liddell (Ian
Charleson), a serious Christian
Scotsman, believes that he has to
succeed as a testament to his undying
religious faith. Harold Abrahams (Ben
Cross), is a Jewish Englishman who
wants desperately to be accepted and
prove to the world that Jews are not
inferior. The film crosscuts between
each man's life as they train for the
competition, fuelled by these very
different desires.

The film evokes a period of British
history when the class system was still
entrenched but the devastation and loss
incurred in the First World War began to
break down some of the old social and
racial barriers. As compelling as the
racing scenes are, it's really the depth of
the two main characters that touches
the viewer, as they forcefully drive
home the theme that victory attained
through devotion, commitment,
integrity, and sacrifice is the most
admirable feat that one can achieve.
There is a cost to success and for Eric
Liddel and Harold Abrahams that price

was to shape their lives and propel them
into history. Liddel became a missionary
in China and died there while Abrahams
became a sports journalist, writer and
president of the Amateur Athletics
Association.

Throughout the film there are
references to Liddell's faith and his

Directed by Hugh Hudson. Screenplay Colin Welland. Starring: Nicholas
Farrell, Nigel Havers, Ian Charleson, Ben Cross, Cheryl Campbell.

Photo: The real Eric Liddell in 1924.
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refusal to run on “the Sabbath”
(Sunday) during the 1924 games which
brings him in conflict with the English
grandees who are running the team.
His humility and conviction are
moving. Fortunately, a way around the
problem is found to everyone's
satisfaction and he wins gold, of
course.

Ian Holm was nominated for an Oscar
as Best Supporting Actor in his role as
Abrahams' coach, and this powerful
film ended up with four Academy
Awards: Best Picture, Best Original
Screenplay, Best Costume Design, and
Best Original Score.

M.G.M.

Foodbank News
The B30 Foodbank is supported by a great
multitude of supporters. Each person who
puts an item in a collecting bin in a shop,
school, surgery, bank or church is among
that number: and it is almost impossible to
give this group a quantitative value.

Alongside the above group, there are the
financial donors: those who give regularly,
or to one-off collections (e.g. Lent Projects
at home, school or church or someone
shaking a tin in a supermarket), or more
indirectly, via their church's annual giving.
The money given provides funds for
storage and admin equipment, the
running costs of the van, and for food
purchases. Inevitably there is some
overlap between the food donors and the
money donors, but, again, trying to give a
figure for the number of donors, is pretty
impossible, as it is so large a group.

Then we add in the small army of
volunteers who greet customers, listen to
their stories, take food orders, pack food
bags, stock shelves at Cotteridge or the
warehouse, move stock between stores,

collect food donations, staff
supermarket collections, run the IT and
reporting systems, liaise with The
Trussell Trust and referring agencies,
ensure our governance and a host of
other tasks. Then we include the 100+
referring agencies.

The Steering Group acts both as
governance group and  oversees the day-
to-day running of the Foodbank. It is
made up of representatives from most of
the churches in Churches Together in B30.
Cotteridge Church Council are the
Trustees and we all supported by The
Trussell Trust in all areas of governance.

Beginning the impossible task of adding
it all up, I think it is in the hundreds, if not
thousands. Many of this vast number will
never even meet the recipients of their
giving, but all are united in supporting
neighbours in crisis and every single
person in the tapestry that is the B30
Foodbank counts. Thank you to each one
of you for your support.
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To Be A Pilgrim

A hot, hot Friday became a stormy
Saturday in late May, the day of the St
Nicolas’ parish pilgrimage to Bordesley
Abbey near Redditch, culminating in
Evensong at Worcester Cathedral.

The heavy rainstorms passed and held off
as we arrived at the ruins of the Abbey by
car or on foot from Kings Norton. A picnic
lunch together and lots of chatter and fun
overlooking the Abbey site while we
waited for the walkers were all part of
this most enjoyable day.

Neville and I brought our grandsons, Max
and Felix, who loved the Abbey ruins.
These are well described on boards
around the periphery. We enjoyed
contemplating the lives of the Cistercian

brothers who had first built the
monastery in 12th century when Maud
was Queen. This erstwhile seat of
dominant local spiritual and political
power was demolished by Henry VIII
during the dissolution in 1538. It has been
an active archaeological site since 1969
and many of the finds are displayed in the
visitors’ centre.

We sang John Bunyan's immortal words
from his book written in 1684 A Pilgrim's
Progress as we walked from the picnic
area to the Abbey ruins; “He who would
valiant be 'gainst all disaster, Let him in
constancy follow the Master. There's no
discouragement shall make him once
relent, His first avowed intent TO BE A
PILGRIM!”

On Saturday 27th May there was a pilgrimage from St Nicolas’ Church, Kings
Norton to Worcester Cathedral with a mid-way stop at Bordesley Abbey. Some
walked and some met us along the way, some did the whole pilgrimage and
some joined us for part. But in the spirit of pilgrims, our presence and prayers
held each other throughout the whole day.

This was a day where new friendships were made and older friendships could
deepen in the spirit of communion and discipleship. We grew together in
strength, confidence and, for the walkers, even in resilience. Overall the day was
lots of fun and deeply moving. Those who made it all the way to the Cathedral
felt a deep sense of peace and God's presence in each other and all around us.

Gail Rogers

Here are some extracts from reflections on the parish pilgrimage written by those who
took part. Some have had to be edited to fit the space available. The Editor.
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Adjacent to the Abbey is the Forge Mill,
with its restored and working
waterwheel. In the buildings there is a
sewing and fishing needle museum,
reflecting a time when Redditch
produced 90% of the world's needles.
There is also a beautiful collection of fine
patchwork made with Redditch needles.
Downstairs, the dense, oily smell of the
workshops, the benches and the large-
sized, heavy tools took me back to my
childhood living over a builder's yard.

The pilgrimage to Worcester was taken
up by others but we loved our time
together on pilgrimage for the day,
reflecting that the Cistercian Brothers
kept the faith here for centuries before it
was taken up by others, that as Christians
we are in this progress together and that
life is the ultimate pilgrimage. Thanks so
much, Gail, for organizing it and we do
hope we can do it again!

Thelma Mitchell
Slightly sore of foot and with aching, new-
found muscles, my tired spirit was raised
to awe as a cacophony of heavenly voices
gently reverberated along and through
the nave and the quire of Worcester
Cathedral. Reaching and caressing the

great perpendiculars, turning down
stairwells and filling the arches of the
crypt below, it soothed all who stood on
the way. It was the angelic, pitch-perfect
notes of the practising choir singing us a
melody to reach deep inside our souls,
touching the spirit of what we can be…
this was very the moment when I was
reminded to be a Pilgrim.

The first stage of our pilgrimage was a
challenging 7.5-mile walk from the
northerly manor of St Nicolas’ to
Bordesley and down to the religious
centre of Worcester. A beautiful display
of Creation along country lanes, tow
paths and over fields. It was a gathering
of individuals journeying towards
togetherness, each one battling with
their own foibles and idiosyncrasies,
these their only tools for coping with the
sometimes harsh stresses and strains of
everyday life.

Maybe they were searching for solace or
strength or hoping for a step that
revealed itself nearer to the truth? Only
each could say; but at the beginning the
answer lay in silence. As we journeyed
along in pairs and trios, alone or as a
whole, the sharing of hopes and dreams
of a new and fairer life was born in
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conversation. Armed with experiences
and drawn deeply in thought, each
Pilgrim reflected and guided untaught.
With words they filled the gaps of
another's concern, and in actions they
bridged inability; fetching and carrying,
giving and caring wherever there was a
need,  each listening to their differences
and taking heed. They laughed and
cemented commonalities. It was a path
eagerly trodden, a wonder and a vision of
comradeship.

For me the true spirit of that day lay in
the dark waters of the canal or in nature’s
wildflowers and abundant hedgerows
and in the picnic, where those joining the
Pilgrimage greeted the weary but uplifted
walkers at Bordesley. Lynn

The Cathedral and choir were the best I
have ever seen and I would go again. Pat

An enjoyable occasion of togetherness
and spiritual refreshment. Jon

The pilgrimage was a wonderful day.It
was lovely weather and a really nice

crowd to walk with. Vicky

The most idyllic day of conversation and
reflection, culminating in a profoundly
moving choral evensong at Worcester
Cathedral. Philip

A wonderful opportunity to form closer
bonds to my pilgrim companions. The
evensong at Worcester Cathedral was the
perfect end. Anne

It was a true pilgrimage, meeting new
people and sharing a journey of discovery
on unfamiliar paths. The destination was
the not the end of the journey, but a rest
stop on the way to a wonderful afternoon
at Worcester Cathedral. Meeting a
predecessor, The Worcester Pilgrim, and
reading his fascinating story, although I
have not yet developed muscular arms
from using my sticks as he had from his.
Being treated to the wonderful
atmosphere of the Cathedral with the
remarkable acoustics and voices of the
visiting choir at evensong was just a real
privilege. Alan
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd
Place of Welcome Coordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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By Hasnet Lais

Britain is in the grip of a mental health
crisis. Millions are beset with anxiety
and despair which statistics can
confirm in depressing detail. Although
the reasons for our inner turmoil are
complicated, the Tory Manifesto
which identified mental
health as a burning
injustice overlooks a
key contributing factor:
our spiritual vacuum
and insatiable
materialism.

Given our intemperate
secularism, the British
appetite for worship is
waning. Not only has our culture
written God’s obituary but we are
slighted by the very thought of
religions pontificating about our
excesses and are more self-indulgent
today than at any other period in
history. In a Unicef report
commissioned by the Department for
Education, a cycle of “compulsive
consumerism” was cited as a major

contributing factor to the onset of
mental illness and breakdown of the
family structure.

Furthermore, studies indicate
causation between materialism and
poor psychological health and
research suggests materialistic

individuals are more
susceptible to marital
discord and fractured
friendships.
Nonetheless,
reminding someone
that they are not the
sum of their
possessions is a tall
order in a society where
so many live for instant

gratification and find it difficult to
attach existential meaning stretching
beyond the fancy car, lavish abode
and that much deserved job
promotion.

As someone who identifies with
religion, I feel there’s an untapped
spirituality which Britons can draw
upon to inoculate themselves against

The mental health crisis could be tackled
by reintroducing spirituality instead of
focusing on material gain

This article first appeared in The Independent on May 21 2017
and is reprinted here by kind permission of the Editor.

“The rat race, that self-
destructive and high
octane style of living
which we misguidedly
fashioned for ourselves,
is eating Britons from
within.”
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the destructive lure of materialism.
Although the Prime Minister has
pledged the biggest shake up of
mental health provision in 30 years by
training school teachers to identify
signs of depression and pledging more
NHS staff to combat the crisis, she
seems to be oblivious to how the rat
race, that self-destructive and high
octane style of living which we
misguidedly fashioned for
ourselves, is eating
Britons from within.

In fact, so inebriated
are we by the rat race
and its empty
promise of grandeur,
that we find
ourselves quickly
salivating for another
material helping to
compensate for the much
anticipated but short
lived satiation. And while
I’ll be accused of spiritual
snobbery, it’s my humble submission
that we are relentlessly pursuing
wealth and riches because deep down
inside, there’s a genuine yearning for
a higher calling which we are
desperately seeking to fill.

Whether you identify with religion or
not, there is a brutal honesty
underlying the wisdom of faith-based
communities when highlighting the
dangerous attachment to the world’s
fleeting pleasures.

Consumerism is not the only culprit.
The education system must also be
held to account. I can vouch for the
anecdotal evidence linking mental
health problems with exam stress
having taught GCSE and A Level for
several years. From experience, the
emotional resilience of our children
takes a battering given the gross
corporatisation of academia.

Obsessing over the ordering of
league tables and
promoting narrow visions
of growth which equates
achievement with

success and
underachievement
with failure only
exacerbates this

trend of mutual
rivalry, chipping away
at the self-esteem of
our children.

In all my years of teaching,
seldom have I come across

students who learn for intrinsic
purposes, such as personal
enlightenment. The motivating
factors are often competing with
peers to achieve good grades or
gaining admission to a prestigious
university so they can be rewarded
with a well-paid job. There’s nothing
wrong with this on the surface but dig
a little deeper and you’ll realise the rat
race is running its course from
childhood.

If educators and parents embody
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lifestyles saying we exist only to
survive and reproduce, children will
naturally inherit the same automated
formula and animal existence by
reducing themselves to a mere cog in
the wheel of the economic machine.
Why doesn’t our education system
foster a sense of personal fulfilment
through positive community
engagement? Why don’t our schools
invest as much time and money to
pastoral care as they do with
convoluted action plans, just to satisfy
the unrealistic demands of Ofsted?

It’s not just the educational watchdog
which is guilty of forcing a superficial
criterion for success. Social media is
equally complicit in committing our
generation to a narcissistic lifestyle
disconnected from meaning. We’re so
emotionally invested in the epidemic
of selfies and posturing of riches,
inviting not only revulsion from others
but also exposing our profound fear of
failure. From Snapchat beauty filters
to swaggering biodatas, this is more
than simply digital oversharing. Our
virtual presentations are intended to
project abundance but are saturated
with despair, as noted by psychologist
Dr. Golumb in her book Trapped in the
Mirror, which really gets to the heart
of the self-mutilation and imposed on
us by social expectations.

Obsessive materialism generates a
perverse sense of unfairness because
it heightens our desire for growth
simply to avoid the stigma of not

“keeping up with the Joneses”. A
spirituality which reinforces that we
are more than what we accumulate
offers a way out of this dehumanising
routine and allows us to breach the
impenetrable walls we’ve artificially
created to finally grow out of this
playground mentality.

Unless politicians can admit to the
self-destruction perpetuated by this
spiritual neglect and culture of one-
upmanship, the government’s
decision to increase the budget for
child and adolescent mental health
services will be addressing the
symptoms but not the cause.

Hasnet Lais
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The P & O Liner Canberra had a sports
and social club shared and enjoyed
amongst all crew members. It comprised
a soccer team and, of course, darts and
other competitive games were enjoyed
by all.

The club included a group of
entertainers. This troupe would always
lay on a Christmas pantomime and their
shows were great fun. Among the smash
hits were “Cinderella” and, latterly, a
production with an unprintable title
based on a reworking of “Dick
Whittington and his Cat”. (Suffice it to
say that the star of the show was “Cat
Whittington”).

I was Chairman of the club and was told
that two lads who were waiters in the
tourist restaurant had made a rather odd
request to our “gay thespians”. They
had, they explained, made friends with
girls who sat at their tables and wanted
a get-together. As they were not allowed
to enter the passenger accommodation,
they had devised a plan. They asked if
they could be dressed in drag to meet
the girls in the tourist class ballroom.

The challenge was on! The date selected
was “Gala Night”, which was ideal. When

the time came, the boys’
transformation was really stunning.
Long evening gowns, wigs, dance
slippers and evening bags were all
supplied. The make-up was also
excellent. The two young men arranged
to meet their girl friends at 9.00 p.m.

Before the lads were smuggled up top,
they were on view in the crew bar.
Everyone agreed that they looked
smashing and that they had completely
changed into young ladies. It think the
comment gave them some Dutch

Carry On Up The Canberra
It’s amazing the lengths a young man will go to in order to meet a
nice girl! Kings Norton’s favourite maritime storyteller “drags” up
another ocean-going tale from his remarkable memory.



45

courage! So, eventually, they were
seated in a corner of the dance space
waiting for their girls to appear as
arranged.

Suddenly, a figure strutted across the
dance floor and sat down at the “girls’”
table. It was the Staff Captain Jock
Lefevre. He introduced himself and said,
“I haven’t seen you two young ladies
before. Let me buy you a drink”. The lads
were petrified. Lefevre, despite being
married, had a reputation for being a bit
of a woman chaser.

They managed to look demure. Luckily,
one of the stewards approached the
table and said that a phone call from the
bridge was waiting at the ballroom bar.
So off went Jock Lefevre to take the call.

The lads fled! They got back to their
crew quarters without a problem. The
Canberra had a telephone exchange
manned by Thelma and her girls. It was
the ship’s “grapevine” and, of course,
the next morning, the phones were hot
all over the ship!

Needless to say, the Staff Captain
became the butt of much humour. He
was furious and was constantly looking
for the two lads. He never found out
who had fooled him. When he
questioned me, I said I had no idea. I
struggled to keep a straight face but it
was difficult!

What a carry on!

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

On 10th June, two unwanted hospital treatment beds were taken to the collection
point and loaded onto a container bound for Malawi in about 6 weeks’ time. Thanks
to some very generous donations, all transport costs have been covered between
us (three van trips to move them into temporary storage and then onward to the
container; a replacement part and the shipping costs of the container journey).
Thank you all very much to those who donated or gave time to help load. Sylvia Fox.

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy (B38 9TR) is seeking to appoint lunchtime
supervisors. Previous experience is not necessary. Monday to Friday, term time
only. Salary: £8.15-£9.75 per hour. Call 0121 459 6467 for details.

“The social revolution of our time,
stimulated by the rapidly widening field of
scientific knowledge and achievement,
brings to man awful new possibilities for
good or evil, awful new moral issues as to
how man should use his new possibilities.
The new so-called affluent society, with
even more leisure and money at its
disposal and no longer fettered by the
conventions and taboos of the past,

desperately needs spiritual guidance and
inspiration if its very emancipation is not
to lead to its destruction. The Church, if
she is to commend the Gospel to this
generation, has to translate the Gospel into
terms capable of making an impact on the
lives of men, women and children in the
world of today, offering to them clear and
reasoned guidance on the moral, social
and religious problems which beset them.”

Clear & Reasoned Guidance
On page 40, Hasnet Lais offers explanations for the mental health crisis now afflicting the UK.  Fifty
years ago, in the Parish Magazine of July 1967, the Rector of Kings Norton, the Revd Anthony
Balmforth, was already seeing problems on the horizon. His call to action is as urgent as it ever was.
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