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The American poet Ralph Waldo Emerson once
wrote that, if the stars appeared only once in a
thousand years, we would preserve for
generations the memory of what we had seen.
“But every night come out these envoys of
beauty, and light the universe with their
admonishing smile.” The consequence? We
grow so used to them that we take them for
granted. We are no longer grateful.  Familiarity
breeds, if not contempt, then at least a sense of
entitlement.

My thoughts have started wandering along this
track  as I have watched the uncollected bin
bags accumulate on the pavements of
Birmingham this summer. So often, we miss
something only when it is taken from us, and
few absences make quite such an impact as the
temporary disappearance of those services
which we have come to see as a right, often
because we cannot remember a time when they
were not there.

But this is a planet where 2.4 billion  people, one
third of the world’s population, do not have
access to adequate sanitation, where 663
million live without safe water, and where 800
children a day die for the lack of one or the
other. Seen from this perspective, we have little
to complain about and many reasons to be more
grateful than we are for what we have, however
imperfect or incomplete it may appear for now.

The Editor



4

From the Rector

High Noon for High Rise?
I know a lot about high rise tower
blocks. I grew up on a sprawling
council estate in the 1970s and have
lived and ministered in places where
the older-style tower blocks
dominate the skyline. When Grenfell
Tower was engulfed in flames and as
the tragic death toll mounted, those
of us who know about life in such
blocks felt shocked but not surprised.

Whatever the eventual outcome of
the various investigations as to the
causes of this particular catastrophe
one inconvenient truth must be
addressed; most of the high rise
blocks built in the 1960s have reached
or exceeded their planned lifespan.
They were built as a rapid response to
the growing need for social housing
(council housing as it used to be
called) in the post-Second World War
era of urban expansion and renewal.
They provided a modern alternative
to the less appealing 'back to back'
terraced housing and communal
living which previous generations of
city dwellers had inhabited. New
building and engineering techniques,
prefabrication and advances in the
mixture of concrete and new building
materials made them cheaper to

supply in large quantities. Little
thought was given to the cost of
heating and lighting as gas and
electricity were relatively cheap.

Most experts agreed that this first
type of mass-produced tower block
would have a viable lifespan of
between 40 and 50 years. Despite
various attempts at renewal or
renovation the majority of these
blocks are in poor condition by
comparison with new social housing
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standards and models; hence a
tragedy like Grenfell Tower was
virtually inevitable.

I visit older tower blocks with a
mixture of pity and outrage at the
conditions tenants have to endure. In
our more economically challenged
areas certain blocks are virtually mini-
ghettos of squalor, anti-social
behaviour and crime, yet families
with children are now regularly
housed in the upper floors of such
tower blocks. Families who are
usually on low incomes, newly arrived
and with little or no choice of where
they will be housed.

Other blocks have flats managed by
private companies with Home Office
contracts to house asylum seekers.
Such companies make huge profits
from tax payers while offering only
basic living conditions. These
companies are unaccountable to local
authorities. Most families would
rather be anywhere else than in a
high rise flat but, due to central
government policies over many years,
the ability of local authorities to build
new, decent social housing has been
drastically curtailed.

The quality, cost and security of
housing is one of the key indicators of
health and well-being. Families who
are in insecure, unhygienic or
exorbitantly priced housing are likely
to get ill more often, children will

struggle at school and parents and
carers will live under constant
stress. By contrast the small number
of modern council, or social, homes
which are being built are family
friendly, built under strict
environmental regulations, have
heat saving measures built in and
are powered and heated by the
most advanced, cheap to run
boilers. They are meant to be fit for
the life of a resident even being
adaptable to those who in later
years may need help with mobility.

For those who do enjoy high rise
living, modern apartment blocks are
now much sought after, especially in
the city centre and beside canals;
but these bear no resemblance to a
1960s tower block.

Is it time to think the unthinkable?
Demolish all older tower blocks and
replace with new, low rise, social
housing as a partnership between
local & central government and
private builders? This will require
determined political will and
substantial public/private funding.
Without such a bold programme of
renewal the social cost to residents
and the inexorably rising costs of
maintaining these older blocks will
cast a shadow over us for another
generation.

Revd Larry Wright
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BIRMINGHAM
CONVERSATIONSTH

E

The Birmingham Conversations bring
together people of all faiths and
none to discuss issues which affect
daily life for people in Birmingham.

In this, the 3rd in the series, we
considered the question “What does
it mean for diverse faiths to flourish
in the public sphere?” We wanted to
think about the way faith
communities get involved in
different areas of public life, from
politics to education, from the work
place to street demonstrations.

In a series of six 3-hour sessions we
heard from expert witnesses,
explored creative activities and
discussed in small groups with
focussed questions. Two artists-in-
residence from different faith
backgrounds contributed to the
sessions and created artwork in
response. Visual artist Jake Lever
made the painting shown in the
photo above (seen here during its
visit to St Nicolas’ Church, Kings
Norton).
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Baptisms
June 2017

4th June Regan Higgins
 Jack Myles Phillips
 Charlotte Louise Grace Darby
11th June Henry William Martin
18th June Hunter Adrian Sedgwick
25th June Rosie Putnam
 Ream Putnam
 Zoe Putnam

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

What do we mean by flourishing?

Flourishing is attractive and
challenging. It’s what is sustainable
and life-giving. Flourishing must
enable the flourishing of others;
there has to be flourishing for all.
Flourishing means being able to talk
about what is difficult,
uncomfortable and different.
Flourishing means respecting and
valuing difference, and different
understandings of flourishing.

Artist Jake Lever says of his painting:

“I created a massive cluster of
individual calligraphic brushmarks
floating across a watery, map-like
background. Each brushmark could
be an individual, a family, a street, a
group or a community and they are
journeying in different directions, a
dynamic, pulsating mass of swirling
souls. To me, this is an image of flux
and flourishing in the city where
diversity creates a vibrant energy.”
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Thomas Habington

As he toured the county to research his
planned “Survey of Worcestershire”,
Habington visited Kings Norton in
1640, and subsequently gave it an
impressive testimony in his
book “Norton or
Kingsnorton showing in
her name her situation a
large and wealthy
village and beautified
with such a chappell
as maye compare with
her mother churche of
Bromesgrove”.

To put it mildly,
Habington was rather
lucky to have been a
position to compile his
guide: twice condemned to
death for his religious beliefs, he
had even survived six years in the then
dreaded Tower of London!

Ironically, he was not actually a native
of Worcestershire, but had been
forced to adopt the county. His father
was a cofferer, or treasurer, in the
court of Queen Elizabeth I, so Thomas

was born into a good family of
considerable wealth in Thorpe, Surrey
in August 1560. He had the typical
upbringing of the son of a prosperous

gentleman of the time: Oxford
University, followed by

travel abroad and study
at French universities.

He would have been
poised for great
things, but one very
major factor was to
block his way; in his
years in Roman
Catholic France, he

adopted that religion.

It was a time when
following the wrong

religion in the wrong place
could have the direst

consequences, including being burned
at the stake!  Back home, Elizabeth I
was fighting a constant battle to
ensure that the Protestant religion,
established in England by her father
Henry VIII, gained permanence in the
face of numerous plots, the most

One of the earliest references to Kings Norton and St Nicolas’ Church in
a published book, as distinct from parish records or other documentary
sources of local history,  is in a 17th century guide to the county of
Worcestershire. In modern terms, it was one of the country’s first travel
guides, written by a “Worcestershire gentleman”, Thomas Habington.
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significant of which centred for several
years around her Catholic sister, Mary
Queen of Scots.

Influenced by the ardent Catholicism
of his brother Edward, Thomas
became involved in one of the most
infamous plots of that period, the
Babington plot to assassinate
Elizabeth, a plot for which it was
established that Mary had given her
approval. After the plot failed, Edward
was executed in September 1586, and
Elizabeth, tired of the way in which
Mary had acted as the focus for
Catholic rebellion, reluctantly agreed
to her execution.

Thomas himself, possibly because of
his youth, was only imprisoned in the
Tower. After six years of miserable
incarceration, he was allowed to retire
to one of his father’s estates, remote
from London. This is where
Worcestershire enters the story. The
estate was in Hindlip, and the house

was the very first Hindlip Hall (above),
built by his father from around 1575.
We now know Hindlip Hall as the
headquarters of the West Mercia
Police.

His experience in the Tower didn’t
seem to have affected his religious
beliefs. He practiced Catholicism there
behind his closed walls, supported by
the locally based Jesuit Father, Edward
Oldcorn.  In fact, he spend much of his
enforced retirement there converting
the house into a hiding place for
persecuted Catholic priests, creating
no fewer than eleven priest holes.

He was caught out, however, in the
aftermath of an even more notorious
conspiracy, the Gunpowder Plot in
1605. After Guy Fawkes’s failed
attempt to blow up the House of
Parliament, and with it the Protestant
King James I and his ministers, with
Thomas’s approval Oldcorn invited one
of those complicit in the Plot, Henry
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Garnette, and two confederates to
hide at Hindlip Hall. But the
concealment was discovered and
Habington, though he had no share in
the Plot itself, was arrested for
harbouring traitors.

Oldcorn, Garnette and the two others
were condemned to death and
executed. Thomas was also
condemned, but he was saved by a
rather fortunate circumstance. One of
the reasons for the failure of the
Gunpowder Plot was that one of King
James's closest advisers, Lord
Monteagle, had received an
anonymous letter warning him about
the Plot. Rightly or wrongly, the peer
believed that the letter had come from
Habington’s wife Mary, who was
Monteagle’s sister, and interceded on
Habington’s behalf. So, yet again,
Thomas was saved.

Determined that he should be even
more actively discouraged, the

authorities decreed that Habington
should be forbidden to leave
Worcestershire ever again. His plotting
days were over, though as the
Catholic-influenced Charles I took the
throne in 1625, it is likely that
Habington still felt actively drawn to
that faith. Nevertheless, he
determined on a life of antiquarian
research. He wrote and had published
some specialist historical books and
translations. For at least ten years, he
also travelled to every corner of the
county to research his magnum opus,
the first historical survey of
Worcestershire.

He lived to the age of 87, dying at
Hindlip in October 1647. He never saw
his work published, but his
documented research was the lasting
legacy of a remarkable, and rather
fortunate, life.

Michael Kennedy
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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

5th June Samuel Mark Fisher Stillborn Bu.CY
6th June June McCarthy 81 SN.Bu.BE
13th June Robert George Pryce 70 SN.Cr.LH
15th June Margaret Elizabeth Fisher 94 SN.Bu.CY
20th June John West 76 SN.Bu.CY
20th June David Barker 83 SN.Cr.RD
22nd June Margaret Julia Brazier 86 SN.Cr.LH
23rd June Ronald William Wills 85 SN.Cr.LH
28th June Joyce Tilser 82 SN.Bu.BE
30th June Alan Holden 79 SN.Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley

Funerals
June 2017
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ave The Date!
We have several concerts coming up at St
Nicolas’ Church over the next few months,
some focused on raising funds for the
baptistry roof, and some as regular fixtures
in our calendar.

Eroica Camerata return on Saturday 14th
October at 7.30 pm with a concert
including Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21
(K.467) and Schubert’s 5th Symphony
(D.485).

Wolverhampton Brass Band are coming on
Saturday 2nd December at 7.30 pm.

Bournville Young Voices are returning on
Saturday 16th December in the early
evening.

The brass band concert needs some
sponsorship to cover hiring costs. If anyone
is interested in supporting this concert
financially, please talk to Sylvia Fox or the
Reverend Larry Wright.

Another musical event is planned for the
Autumn (Saturday 4th November). The
West Gallery group called Immanuel’s
Ground (Warwick’s west gallery quire) are
returning for their annual “Sing
Birmingham” concert. This is usually an
all-day event. Music is practised during the
day and then performed to a small
audience of family and friends at the end
of the afternoon.

So-called west gallery music is music which
would have been played and sung in
churches in the 18th and early 19th
centuries, before the advent of organs, the
gallery being situated at the west end of
the church, furthest from the altar
(including St Nicolas’). The texts which are
sung are usually verses from the Psalms
and the music is set for voices in parts and
instruments, mainly strings and wind.
More details to follow.

You may be interested to explore the
website of the West Gallery Music
Association at www.wgma.org.uk.
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Foodbank News
Recently the BBC did some investigative
work on who actually uses a foodbank.
How do its findings compare with the
assumptions of those who say that
foodbanks are “only for those who can’t be
bothered to work” or for those who
"shouldn’t be in this country”? The
politicians, in the main, seem to make a
mess of talking about foodbanks too. What
answers did the BBC’s news item come up
with?

The work was carried out by researchers at
Oxford University and King’s College
London, who worked with the Trussell
Trust's foodbanks around the country, of
which ours is one.

Most users need the support of a foodbank
to feed themselves and their families for
more than one reason. Their average
monthly income is typically below £320
which is the very bottom end of the low-
income spectrum. Many are without a
regular job and are dependent upon
benefits, but many more are in work which
is insecure or unpredictable, meaning that
their income is also unpredictable and
insecure. Benefits, however, are unlikely to
be accessible to them because their
income is variable.

Most are middle aged and live in rented
accommodation. The great majority of
users are UK citizens, a finding which
undermines the far-right myth that
foodbank users are all “illegal immigrants”.
They tend to have lower levels of
educational attainment compared with the
general working population, making it less

easy for them to find more secure,
higher-income jobs. Many users are single
or live in family groups with dependent
children. There are higher levels of
disability or long term ill health amongst
them. This has an impact on their costs
and on their ability to earn. High levels of
long-term debt may be burdening them
too. Pay-day loans, rental arrears, utility
bill arrears and lack of access to the best
deals, to name but a few.

The research indicates that those people
who live closest to the edge are the first
to be pushed over it. They include lone
adults, saddled with debt, with ill health,
high levels of depression and anxiety and
few qualifications which might give them
access to a more secure job.

The research also showed that living on
chronically low incomes and facing
severe food insecurity are not necessarily
the tipping points into foodbank use. An
income or expenditure shock can have
the same effect: a rise in rent or utility
bills or in the cost of food, or maybe a
delay in the payment of benefits or a
decrease in working hours. All can be
enough to turn out the lights (literally)
and to leave nothing for food.

The BBC's investigation also reminds us
that the prevalence of food banks is a
recent phenomenon, a tale of our times.
In 2010-11, the Trussell Trust gave out
61,500 food parcels, but by 2016-17 this
had risen to almost 1.2 million.

Sylvia Fox
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Speaking of
Many Things

Sometimes, writing for the parish
magazine reminds me of that famous
verse by Lewis Carroll:

“The time has come,” the Walrus said,
“to speak of many things, / Of shoes
and ships and sealing wax, / Of
cabbages and kings / And why the sea
is boiling hot / And whether pigs have
wings.”

Certainly, writing articles for the
parish magazine has seen me writing
of many things, often very diverse!
This month is no exception.

I’d like to start by saying a huge thank
you to everyone for attending my
licensing service and for all the kind
messages, cards and gifts that I
received.  It was an amazing occasion

full of
prayer,
music, lots
of wiggling and the slightly bonkers.
Watch out for the first appearance of
the Tigger “onesie”!

Among the gifts was a copy of the
book Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet
Beecher Stowe.  Now, you might think
that an odd gift, but behind it there is
a story which reflects the
thoughtfulness which had gone in to
choosing it.  The inimitable Betty
Griffiths had been sharing with us at
Open Bible some of her thoughts on
themes from the book.  I explained
that I had never read it.  When I was at
primary school, in what was then
called Top Juniors (Year 6 today),
there was a shelf of books and we
were all allowed to choose one as our
reading book.   I chose the beautifully
bound copy of Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  But
my teacher refused to let me read it
saying it was “unsuitable”.  I was
gutted and, made to choose again,
picked a book randomly from the
shelf, Arthur Ransome’s “Swallows
and Amazons”.  I hated that book on

Photo: The late Betty Griffiths
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…A Fundraiser

principle and refused to read it, just
pretending to read it whenever I was
asked to read aloud.  But I never went
back to read Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Until
now.

Isn’t it interesting how someone’s
actions as a child can affect you even
years later. No wonder we must be
careful how we talk to children and
how we explain things to them.  Just as
importantly, I was very touched as to
how thoughtful it was of the two ladies
to remember this anecdote and to buy
me a copy as a gift on this important
occasion.

At my licensing, I also received lots of
comments about the fact that I was
wearing a dress and heels (yes, a very
rare event!)  You know that it is rare
when even a three-year-old comments
on it (thanks Ewan)!  As a lay minister
there will be times when I do need to
dress more formally; but don’t worry.
The Docs and the flashing jumpers will
still be part of my wardrobe, and yes,
various onesies and wigs and strange
glasses because that is how I work and

how I relate to people.

My license states that I am to ‘serve as
Lay Minister in the Benefice of Kings
Norton’ and that is what I shall strive
to achieve, serving the people of
Kings Norton by growing our ministry
to children, young people and families
with new ventures and continuing the
things that we already do.

Like Alice’s Queen (also in Lewis
Carroll’s “Through the Looking
Glass”), sometimes I've believed as
many as six impossible things before
breakfast.  Well, actually, in my case,
it’s before I go to bed, as I’m a lark and
not an owl.  Thankfully, working as
part of a team means that some of the
ideas do remain just flights of fancy
but others do take hold.

So look out for things in the coming
months including something just for
Dads, a production of Captain Noah
and his Floating Zoo and Kings
Norton’s first Donkey Derby!

Pauline Weaver
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The Archdeacon of Birmingham, the
Venerable Hayward Osborne,  had this to
say at the Licensing of Pauline Weaver on
11th June 2017.

“A lot of people get a sense of God’s
goodness when they come to know
someone special.  “She’s a real saint,” they
might say, “because all she does seems to
be generous, long-suffering, patient and
kind.  She makes real sacrifices in her life
for the sake of others.”  Or there’s a man
you know who devotes a massive amount
of spare time to working with people in
trouble.  He doesn’t have to. It’s what he
feels he wants to do. We see goodness
and, yes, love in such people which speaks
to us of God.  And, as Christians, we say
the person who is most of all like this is
Jesus of Nazareth, the one we call the Son
of God, because goodness, love and self-
offering was so concentrated in him.

“Yet again, for others, something inside
them prompts them to acts of service,
acts of love, acts of committed kindness
towards others: the elderly neighbour, the
disabled teenager down the road,
volunteering at the food bank, giving
regular money to Christian Aid, deciding to
sign that protest petition.  It’s come from
within and it’s godly.  It is positive action
for the welfare of the world.

“We experience God in different ways,
but it’s all the same God: it’s got to be.
There is only One. Of course, while people
have these experiences, often they don’t
realise it is God, or they haven’t worked

out how to interpret what they feel and
what they have discovered.

“Today Pauline is being licensed for an
enhanced role in this parish.  She has
become known, trusted and valued by
many.  And in licensing her today we are
recognising the work she has done and
the ministry she has grown into.

“Pauline’s work will be to develop work
further with children and families, to do
preparation and teaching with people
where there is going to be a baptism “in
the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit” and to work with others in the
ministry team in serving this large and
varied parish.

“But underneath all the activity, her real
job is to help people encounter the living
God, and to help people recognise in their
daily life and in their particular
memorable experiences that God has
come close to them, and they can come
close to God.”

Meeting God
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What’s On In
Kings Norton?

Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here and covers the next
14 pages. In this section of the magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton (pp18 - 23)

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this
parish (pp.24 - 25)

● A detailed Diary of Events on pages 26 - 31 organised over the coming month by the
organisations listed and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into two categories,
advertising and listings. We charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are
seeking to attract paying customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the
Events Diary we print, free of charge, listings of events organised by local social or
charitable groups, together with their contact details and a brief description of their aims.
Both advertisements and listings are seen by our growing readership in Kings Norton and
beyond. Each edition of the magazine also appears online two months after its publication
date, which greatly increases the reach of all the publicity printed here. You can find the
online editions of the magazine on the parish website at kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact
Michael Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on
page 3. To advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or
can be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website (see above).

June 2017

Marriages
3rd June Adam James Bloomfield & Cathryn Ann Winnett
17th June Simon Paul Curran & Karen Dawn Dainter
17th June Jonathan Edward Tredgett & Gemma Leah Harrison



18

Listed below are brief details and contact information for Kings Norton organisations and loca-
tions that offer opportunities for local people to get together for events and/or to meet people
who have similar interests. Most hold regular or one-off events which appear in the Events Diary
section of this magazine (page 26). Every effort has been made to confirm the accuracy of this
information. We would be happy to correct any errors or omissions.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of £3
per talk is made.  No meetings are held during the summer months: the next will be in
September.

Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624 3865
or 07 887 512 382

FKNNR acts as an informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and
about the reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from
10.30 to 1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and
to enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as Saint
Nicolas' Place, through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about Saint Nicolas' Place
and listings of Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for
those not in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage
Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com, info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who come
together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring playing
fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the

Societies, Clubs & Venues
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recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with organisations,
including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet 0121
628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green for
the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their young
Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation activities. We
usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and sometimes during school
holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on the
fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at St Nicolas’ Place every
Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121 458
3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm at
St Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities. The
local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket Club,
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247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meetings, but
should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tuesday
of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.
Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the month
at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former Round
Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with coffee
followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John Tay-
lor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of this year. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired and
semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary basis, it
sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest groups through
informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January, it is already attracting a significant audience. It
gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to perform
their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of the Bull’s
Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform should check in
from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3 entry fee.
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Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet  at
Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout the
season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.
Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker 07980
284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at the
Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays, buying
and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome including begin-
ners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in Cotteridge from
Thursday March 16th 2017.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or 07874
216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or compet-
itive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night (the first
two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for Birmingham St. Mary's Hospice
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk, suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell. We organise fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals. We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice. Since forming in 2013, we have
raised over £10,000. If you can spare a few hours to help, please contact us. We meet on the
second Monday of each month at Kings Norton Bowling Club.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining the
group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.
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South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of our
walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current pro-
gramme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For those
interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of approxi-
mately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further information.

Kings Norton Bowling Club 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions when
club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Membership fees
are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in the 1934, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports and
Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving pro-
gramme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Its current activity in Kings Norton is a
free weekly Learn to Skate event at the Skate Park in Kings Norton Park, held every Thursday
from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. All those interested should simply come along, making sure they
wear appropriate clothing.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121 477
2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of 10
to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace of the
slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings Norton
meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook
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Morris dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Black Adder Clog Morris is a mixed
side and welcomes dancers and musicians, whether beginners or more advanced. As well as
practising, we perform at open air events and meet up with other sides. We meet most
Thursdays during term time at 8-10 pm in Cotteridge Church, B30 3EJ. If you want to come
along, please contact Fran on the above email to confirm a suitable date. Your first four weeks
are free. There's a small termly subscription if you join.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 . See page 30.

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information on
all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of the
Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment, covering
nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from acoustic to rock,
from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Saturday 29 July
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Guided walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, meet British Waterways

Meadow (see map on website) 10.30 am

Tuesday 1 August
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields

car park, 10.00 am
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Kings Norton Rotary Club lunch and meeting, Kings Heath Cricket Club, 12.45
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00-3.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 2 August
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● King Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15 - 4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place: Outing to Winterbourne Gar-

dens with lunch at ‘The Old House at Home’
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 3 August
● Children’s event: Zoolab, Kings Norton Library, 11.30 am - 12.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-  8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Saturday 5 August
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am

Tuesday 8 August
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am

Events Diary August 2017
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● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00
pm (for venue see website)

● Kings Norton Rotary Club lunch and meeting, Kings Heath Cricket Club, 12.45
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday  9 August
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30 - 11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1pm-3pm: Bingo
● Kings Norton 41 Club, Bowls evening at the Bull’s Head, 6.00 for 6.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 10 August
● Children’s Event: Magic Zone with Mark Traverson, Kings Norton Library, 11.30

am - 12.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00 - 8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 11 August
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Story time for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15 - 2.45 pm

Saturday 12 August
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am - 2.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am -

1.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Park ‘It’s Time to Play’ free event for children, meet by

play area in Kings Norton Park 12.00pm- 3.00pm

Monday 14 August
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Kings Norton Bowling

Club, 6.30 - 7.30 pm

Tuesday 15 August
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields

car park, 10.00 am
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
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● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00
pm (for venue see website)

● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00-4.00 pm: Craft Workshop with Barbara Evans
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 16 August
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30 - 11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1pm-3pm: Music with Kevin

Miles
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 17 August
● Children’s event: The Wild Project with Sarah Dyble, Kings Norton Library, 11.30

am - 12.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00 - 8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 18 August
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 19 August
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust Activity/Conservation Volunteering Taster Day:

conservation activities 10.30 am -12.30 pm, BBQ lunch, children’s activities
(bug-hunting, den-building etc) 1.30 pm -3.30pm

Monday 21 August
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00

pm

Tuesday 22 August
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 - 3.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
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Wednesday 23 August
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30 - 11.30 am
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 24 August
● Children’s event: Rastamouse story and craft, Kings Norton Library, 11.30 am-

12.30 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Charity bring-and-buy stamp and postcard auc-

tion for Acorns Childrens’ Hospice, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm
(contact Alan Spencer  0121 459 7650)

● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 25 August
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Story time for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 26 August
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 for 10.00 am start

Monday 28 August (Bank Holiday)
● Kings Norton Library closed for two days

Tuesday 29 August
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields

car park, 10.00 am
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 30 August
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10-30-11.30 am
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 31 August
● Multi-Sports Extra free skateboard session, Kings Norton Skate Park, 6.00-8.00

pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary August 2017
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 12th August

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar

School set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and
containing the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest
collection of mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned

and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all to enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email bookings@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.

Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church
on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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The English part of my journey to faith
started in Newtown, Birmingham. I
moved to the UK in September 2008
to complete a CMI Level 5 Diploma in
Management and Leadership. As a
student, I started to work part-time in
a fast-food shop to help me meet my
living expenses.

It was there that I got to know one of
the staff who asked me if I would like
him to introduce me to a friend  who
was a regular worshipper at St
George’s Church in Newtown. I was
surprised for, up to that point, I had
not talked to him about myself nor
about my experience of going to
church. He could not have known that
I had occasionally attended an
Orthodox church in Iran and also in
Armenia. Nor would he have known
that the wardens of the church in
Tehran had asked me not to go there
as they did not want problems with
the authorities.

This was really exciting for me! A
chance to go to church without

anyone stopping me from doing so!
My answer was a definite “yes”.

I started to attend St George’s in the
summer of 2009. There, I had the
chance to explore Christianity without
any fear. I was also blessed to meet
the Reverend Larry Wright, whom I
always call Father Larry. He has
helped me a great deal to develop my
understanding of the Christian faith. I
was baptised by him on the third
Sunday of Advent: I remember telling
him that I wanted to be a Christian by
Christmas! I was then confirmed in
April 2010.

Everything that was happening in my
life from 2009 to 2012 made me feel

My name is
Parisa and I
am Persian
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that I was on a roller-coaster ride. I
still cannot explain how I managed to
do it, but I was working in four places
at once. That included my full-time
job as an administrator in a company,
and three additional part-time jobs.
One of those part-time jobs was
teaching Biosciences to Access
students at Birmingham Metropolitan
College. The other two were the shifts
I did at two different fast-food shops
about 15 miles away from where I
used to live, and the fourth was my
weekend job as a masseuse.

In the midst of all this, I decided to
embark on a Master’s in Molecular
Biotechnology. I successfully
completed my M.Sc. from the
University of Birmingham and, after
graduation, I was recruited as a
scientist by a Swedish CMO (Contract
Manufacturing Organisation) in the
pharmaceutical industry. To be
precise, I work in Research and
Development in Gene Therapy. After
a little less than a year, I was
promoted to Senior Scientist and I

have been working in R&D ever since.

My faith journey continued at St
George’s, where Father Larry helped
me to reflect on my gifts. He
encouraged me to take up different
roles in the church including junior
church leader, server, deputy church
warden, 3D Course interpreter for
Farsi speakers, 3D Course tutor (see
page 35), and Lay Reader!

I was licensed as a Reader at
Birmingham Cathedral in January
2014. My ministry started at St
George’s Church, where we had a
very diverse congregation, one third
of which was made up of Iranians.

Just over a year ago, it became clear
that God wanted Father Larry to be
the Rector here in Kings Norton and St
George’s, Newtown embarked on an
interregnum as they began the search
for a new priest. I was serving that
congregation along with other
ministers. However, I felt like a lost
sheep.
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In 2016, God poured out His
blessings  on me and my husband
Amir and we had a baby boy
three days before Christmas. We
called him Kourosh, the Persian
name of the ruler whom history
knows as Cyrus the Great.

After Kourosh was born, I decided
to come and worship at St
Nicolas’. Spiritually, I couldn't
continue being the lost sheep.
Later, I decided to transfer my
ministry to this parish. Father
Larry and the ministry team
welcomed this idea and they
have been a great support for me
and my family.

I am looking forward to starting
my ministry here. Please keep me
and my family in your prayers.

Parisa Pordelkaki
Photo: Parisa with her father Bahman and
baby Kourosh outside St Nicolas’ Church.
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Across the Anglican Diocese of
Birmingham, the 3D Course for
Developing Disciples is being
advertised at the moment because
the deadline for applications is on
the 31st August 2017.

It has been my privilege to be one
of the course tutors for the past four
years.

The members of the groups I have
facilitated have come from
different backgrounds and
churches and they have
represented all the diversity within
the Church of England. This has
made discussion livelier and has
ensured a more interesting,
stimulating evening for me.

Many within our congregations
have completed the course already,
at least one has completed it twice
and I have only heard of one
person who didn’t enjoy it (I
wasn’t the tutor!).

The course lasts for thirty weeks.
The most difficult part is the first
ten weeks which concentrates on
the Old Testament, the Jewish
roots of Christianity and the period

between Testaments. During this
time, we celebrate a Passover meal
together, which is good fun, and
we visit a synagogue. This is
followed by six weeks of
encountering Jesus, the impact he
had, his death and resurrection and
who he is.

We spend a week looking at
Pentecost and the Holy Spirit, a
week pondering the Trinity, two
weeks considering Baptism and the
Eucharist (Holy Communion), and
two weeks looking at prayer.

We also have a fun session
covering the entire two thousand
year history of the Christian church
in ninety minutes followed by three
sessions studying St Paul’s Letter
to the Ephesians in depth, when we
look at our Christian calling and
how to live out the Christian faith.

The session on living in a diocese
of many faiths is accompanied by a
visit to a place of religious worship
representing a faith that is not our
own.

This year we could have visited a
mosque, a Hindu temple, a

Is 3D Right 4U?
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gurdwara and a pagoda. My group
decided that together we would
visit the gurdwara or Sikh temple
in the city centre on Graham
Street. We were warmly received,
we enjoyed listening to some Sikh
worship performed for us by a
group of superb musicians who
had travelled from India to
perform in Birmingham and we
were well fed with bhajis and
samosas, so we made a good
choice!

We were impressed by the
openness of the Sikh community to
those of all faiths and none, their
amazing hospitality and the way
their worship and the practical
action of food preparation went
together.

The penultimate session is about
living as a Christian in our
contemporary society and the
course ends with looking at our
faith journey so far, at what we
have learned throughout the year
and at what members of the group
might like to do in the years to
come.

The course ends as it started with a
service in St Philip’s Cathedral. It
is a proud moment when the
members receive their certificates,
signed by the Bishop.

Certificates are given to all those

who have completed twenty of the
thirty weeks. Whilst there is
homework, there is none that has
to be handed in for assessment and
the course is open to people of all
abilities.

Completing the 3D course is the
passport to other courses such as
the Growing Gifts programme,
(Lay) Reader training for would-be
lay worship leaders and preachers
and the Pastoral Care course for
those who want to be more
involved with the caring ministry
of the church.

Occasionally, a group member
might decide to move on to degree-
level courses or to explore whether
ordination may be part of their
journey. One member went on to
study for a history degree.

Every time I tutor the course I
broaden my understanding and
increase my knowledge of
Scripture. I make new friends and
am privileged in watching them
blossom as they share in leading
worship and prayer as well as in
discussions.

If you would like to join a 3D
group next year, please have a chat
with one of the ministers and we
will give you the necessary forms.

The Revd Jane Platt
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,  Fay
 Fearon, Ruth Howman,
 Parisa Pordelkhaki
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd
Place of Welcome Coordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft



39

MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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A Man For All Seasons

Robert Bolt's screen play about the life
and death of Sir Thomas More presents us
with a character study of a man of
conscience trying to navigate the political
and religious furore surrounding Henry
VIII’s determination to divorce Catherine
of Aragon.

Based upon Robert BoIt’s successful play,
it portrays a prolonged conflict of wills and
one man's refusal to swerve from his
spiritual and intellectual convictions at the
insistence of his King.

Schofield’s More is the opposite to Shaw's
tempestuous performance of the

unbalanced Henry VIII. We are shown a
frightening portrait of the headstrong,
heretical King who demands that More
give acquiescence to his marriage with
Anne Boleyn. More exercises temperance
and restraint, disciplined wisdom and
humour as he variously confronts his
restless King and Cardinal Wolsey, who is
played by Orson Welles.

More is shown as equally disciplined and
forceful in his several dialectical duels with
the King's advocate, Thomas Cromwell,
played by Leo McKern, or in his playful
discourses with his son-in-law, William
Roper, played by  Corin Redgrave.

All the women in the cast are fine
actresses and provide both a domestic
and familial counter-point to the
machinations of the men and their
abstractions. More believed in the equality
of education for his sons and daughters.

The staging of the drama on the screen is
in a naturalistic style, with authentic
locations (still visible in London) and the
colour quality of the film is exceptional for
its time.

"A Man for All Seasons" is a cinematic
treat and a picture that inspires
admiration, courage and thought.

M.G.M.

Directed by Fred Zimmerman, starring: Paul Scofield, Wendy
Hiller, Leo McKern, Robert Shaw, Orson Welles and Susannah York
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No More Missed Editions!

Subscribe To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out a subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once a
month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine
to you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our
three churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in
which case the annual cost is £20.

PARISH MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to subscribe to the Parish Magazine for 12 months starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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On 2nd July 2017, the former Rector of Kings
Norton, Canon Rob Morris, celebrated 40
years of ordained ministry by presiding at a
service of Holy Communion at the Church of
the Ascension, Stirchley. The guest
preacher was the Reverend Jayne Crooks.
Jayne’s theme was “welcome” and her
sermon included these words, which many
in Kings Norton who know Rob will be able
to echo.

“Jesus said, ‘Whoever welcomes you
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me.’

“How can we make someone who is a
stranger to our church feel at home?  Well,
Rob was, and I suspect still is, a very good
role model of this ability.   He always
dignified them by using their name; so ask
if you don’t know what their name is and
use it. He gave people his full attention; so
learn to put aside your own issues and give
them your full attention. He was often first
to introduce himself (“Hello, I’m Rob and
I’m the Rector here”); so introduce yourself
and tell them what your role is. And if the
person was troubled, he always seemed to
be able to give them hope and make them
smile.  He made them feel as though it was
good to be there.

“Hospitality and welcome: the ability to
make someone feel at ease and at home.
To some it’s natural and others have to
work at it, but it is something that we can
all do with practice.

“We are all called to share and live the

Gospel message, to live as though we really
believe in the gift of God’s grace and mercy
through Jesus Christ. [We are called] to
inhabit these promises, to be at home in
them, so that wherever we are and
whatever we are doing we can welcome
others in the name of our Lord and Saviour.

“Rob, thank you for doing just this for the
past 40 years, for being such an example,
for sharing God’s love and welcome with all
whose paths you have crossed.  May you
continue to do so for many more years to
come.”

Revd Jayne Crooks

40 Years A Priest

Photo: Rob Morris with wife Anna (left) & Revd Jayne (right).
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The M.V. Strathdoon had been berthed in
Calcutta for a week, where we had been
loading cargo at this congested, polluted
Indian port. I was looking forward to
leaving as we were bound for Sri Lanka
(formerly Ceylon) and would berth at
Colombo for three days.

The liners on the run to Australia used to
anchor off the city for a day so that
passengers and crew could spend time
there. I had found Sri Lanka to be most
enjoyable on previous visits and was
excited to be berthed in the port. The
difference between Calcutta and Colombo
was stunning. The people were so friendly
and, although there was some visible
poverty, everything seemed to be clean
and colourful.

On the first afternoon, a few of us made
for the beach by the famous Galle Face
Hotel. It had a super beach where vendors
sold slices of of fried pineapple. We had a
beer on the terrace and two of the crew
wives travelling with us opted for the
traditional afternoon tea.

That evening, I was invited to visit a P&O
Chief Engineer who was on leave with his
wife in Colombo. He had a wonderful
house in the suburbs where he treated the
Captain and a few crew members,
including me, to a nice meal. Our hosts
had a well-known neighbour, Arthur C.

Clarke, the science fiction writer.

The next day, a local bus tour was
arranged via the ship’s agent. A total of
ten people were booked onto an
afternoon excursion which was to end in
a meal. The first call was the Old Palace
and Gardens. It was then on to a
Buddhist temple. It had such a
wonderful, peaceful ambiance. All of our
little group felt quite impressed with the
tranquil atmosphere and we were there
for more than an hour, sitting on the
steps and talking to different local
people about their faith. The final
destination was a visit to the zoo. Here
again, we found serenity. There were

Serendipity in Sri Lanka
In which retired mariner Eddie is pleasantly surprised.
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lots of birds, all of them very tame, and
some animals, which were roaming freely.

The late afternoon attraction was the
elephant circus. We took our seats in a
small outdoor arena. The dappled sunlight
shone on the few hundred people,
highlighting all the colourful saris. There
was no music, just a babble of voices.

We then heard a bell jangling and along
came the elephants in a row, each one
holding  the tail of the elephant in front. At
the back of the procession were the young
ones. There were eight in total. The
leading animal had the bell around his
neck. The elephants had no fancy
costumes or trappings and were led by
one man who walked in front of them.
They performed a few tricks and then they
played a game of football. I think the
elephants were enjoying themselves! Of
course, they received a few treats from
their handler. We were then driven back
to the city centre for our meal.

We sat in a large restaurant and were
given a large bottle of beer each. Along
came sizzling platters with steak & chips.
The man who ran the tour came to me and
apologised that he could only serve one
bottle of beer per person. I was taken
aback by his apology for we had paid no
more than £6 per person. I had to reassure
him and thank him, on behalf of us all, for
a super afternoon.

All too soon, the ship had to sail, leaving
behind a true experience of serendipity,
never to be forgotten.

Eddie Matthews

Editor’s note: “Serendib” is the Old
Persian name for Sri Lanka, used by Arab
traders for centuries. Mark Twain called
the island “a dream of fairyland and
paradise”. The word “serendipity” was
first used by Horace Walpole in 1754,
inspired by the tale of the Three Princes
of Serendip, another former name for
modern day Sri Lanka. The story tells of
the fortunate exploits of three princes as
they travelled around the island. The
word has come to mean a “happy
accident”, a “fortunate happenstance”
or an “unexpected but pleasant surprise”.

The Galle Face Hotel was originally built
by four British entrepreneurs in 1864. Its
name derives from the stretch of lawn
which it faces, known as the Galle Face
Green.  Galle is a city in SW Sri Lanka.
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

This year we stuck to the
tried-and-tested plan of
house-to-house collections
plus Hawkesley’s special
coffee morning featuring
Erica Elliot’s beautiful
hanging baskets and, of
course, a liberal supply of
donation envelopes in each
church.

This brought in £2066.87, plus £122.89 in Gift Aid and a small amount of foreign
currency. Hawkesley’s coffee morning and the sale of hanging baskets raised
nearly 1/3rd of this and, although it is still an amazing amount, the total is quite
noticeably lower than in previous years. We have discussed the way forward
for next year, noting that events seem to bring people together and are also
less tightly bound to the dates of Christian Aid Week. We are therefore likely to
have a second event in May 2018, complementing Hawkesley’s coffee
morning, and to explore other ways of fund- and awareness-raising.

A big thank you to all who gave, collected, counted, baked, sold and planted.

The Parish Magazine is Online
All copies of this magazine are published online two months after they appear in print.
To read our extensive library of previous editions, visit
kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


