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Misquotations are everywhere. Sherlock
Holmes never said, “Elementary, my dear
Watson”. Mr Spock never uttered the phrase,
“It’s life Jim, but not as we know it.”  The Bible
does not contain “No rest for the wicked” or
“God helps those who help themselves.” Of
course, sometimes it’s a matter of translation,
a tricky business when you’re dealing with
dead languages. We can be pretty sure,
though, that Jesus’ words as quoted by St Paul
in Acts 20:35 are better rendered into modern
English as “To give is happier than to receive,”
than “It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”

Jesus knew that giving ourselves  away is the
secret of happiness: his teaching was full of
examples. So why do we cling so tightly to who
we are and what we have? If “God loves a
cheerful giver”, if giving lifts the weight from
our souls and puts a smile on our face, why do
we look elsewhere for remedies for
depression and loneliness?  The same wisdom
is found in many traditions. “To find yourself,
lose yourself in the service of others,” said
Gandhi.

The great thing about giving, of course, is that
there is never a shortage of opportunities to
practise it…

The Editor
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From Ruth Howman, Reader

New Beginnings
As I sit in my study, writing this
article, I look around me and see
piles of boxes.  My study is not
normally full of boxes, but we are
(hopefully) moving house soon and
have been eager in starting the
packing.  We may even have moved
by the time you are reading this
article.

It will be a new beginning for us as a
family.  We are only moving around
the corner, almost literally, but it will
be new, especially for Sophie, my 4
year old daughter, who has only ever
lived in one house.  It will take us
time to adjust to our new home, and
I am sure I will do plenty of
rearranging before I am happy with
where everything is.  Hopefully, it
will not take us too long to settle in
end enjoy all the extra space we are
going to have.

By the time you read this, we will
have also found out where Sophie
will be going to school in September.
That will be another new beginning
particularly for Sophie, but also for
my husband and me.  We will all
have to adjust to new routines and a

new pattern to family life.

Easter is a time of new beginnings.
The Resurrection of Jesus has got
to be the greatest new beginning in
history.  On 15th May we will
celebrate Pentecost, when the
disciples were filled with the Holy
Spirit, ready to go out and face new
beginnings as messengers of God,
sent by Jesus.  There are countless
fresh starts recorded in the Bible,
people whose lives were changed
completely by encounters with
God.  Think about Moses, Mary
(the mother of Jesus) and Paul, to
name but a few.  Jesus himself gave
numerous people a new beginning,
a chance to start again.  Think
about Zacchaeus, the lepers
healed, the sight restored to the
blind.  I could go on.   With God, we
all have the chance to have a new
beginning.  It doesn’t matter what
is in our past. Before Paul had a
close encounter with Jesus, he
persecuted Christians and even
had them killed, yet he went on to
travel the world to tell people
about Christ.  It does not matter if
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we doubt. Thomas, who had been
with Jesus and had heard him first
hand, doubted, yet was still offered
the chance to put his faith Christ
again.  God can give anyone a new
beginning, and keeps on giving them.
With him, we can always have a
fresh start.  It may not be as
dramatic as some of the new
beginnings we read about: we will
not all be surrounded by a violent
wind and have tongues of fire resting
on us, or have such an encounter as
Paul did on the road to Damascus;
but the offer is there for all of us.

As a church we are rapidly
approaching a new beginning and

are eagerly looking forward to the
arrival of our new Rector, Larry
Wright, and his wife Amanda (see
p.33 for details. Ed).  As with all
fresh starts, it is an exciting time;
but with any new departure,
however good it may be, there is
also the uncertainty of change.  I,
for one, am very much looking
forward to getting to know Larry
and Amanda and to see what gifts
they will bring to Kings Norton.  We
must also remember that it is a
new venture for them too and we
must pray for them as they make
this change in their lives.  There will
be a time of adjustment for us all.

As we prepare for this new
beginning, I would like to say a
huge thank you to all who have
worked so hard during over the last
few months to keep the parish
going.  Even when our new Rector
is here, we need to remember that
this is a team parish.  In this
instance, I do not just refer to those
in the ministry team but to the
parish as a whole.  Without help
from everyone we could not do the
things that we do and the support
of everyone will still be needed as
we explore together what God has
in store for us.

Ruth Howman
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Eating pizza while gunshot rang
round outside was not good for the
digestion or the nerves!

In March 1996, Canon Bill Cave and
I took students from Lancaster
University and Barrow into the
Occupied Territories from
Jerusalem. When we planned the
trip, the Holy Land was enjoying a
more peaceful time. However, the
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin by a
deluded, far-right Israeli-Jewish
student before we arrived meant
tensions were sky-high.

We had been chased out of Nablus
into the hills the day before by gun-
wielding Palestinians, who set tyres
alight by our wheels and threw
rocks at us (we were in Israeli
registered vehicles); but Ramallah
was worse!

We visited a school with gifts from
the Lancaster Quakers. Half the
students were out on a
demonstration, throwing stones at
Israeli soldiers! Now the problem
was one of our dark-bearded
students, James, who looked Jewish,
so the reception was cold. Escaping
to the pizzeria, Bill and I knew we
should get back to Jerusalem as soon
as possible.

The next problem was that no local
taxi would take us. Mercifully we
had a card for the Israeli taxis who
had brought us. They agreed to
meet us round the back.

They drew up a long hour later,
doors flung open, still moving, and
bundled us in, driving off with too
much drama for my liking. The
shooting intensified and we
actually ducked down under the
seats! They screamed up to the
checkpoints, queue jumping,
which was equally terrifying; but it
worked, as we were fast-tracked
through.

Next problem: some of us couldn’t
remember where we were staying!
No mobile phones with
international roaming in those
days. The students loved it!

James, now a professor of theology,
shaved off his beard with a tiny
lady’s razor (ouch!). The Barrow
Mail reported “Students flee hails
of bullets”! The students said “It’s
better than Barrow where nothing
ever happens!” Amazingly, the
only parental feedback was “Good
job, Thelma, about time these kids
experienced more of the world!”

Thelma Mitchell

Running from Ramallah
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50 Years Together!

If you know Thelma and Neville Mitchell, you
will know that they are no strangers to
adventure. The story on the opposite page is
one of dozens with which they will entertain
you if you ask, although this is probably the
only one which involves live gunfire.

Regular worshippers at St Nicolas’ since they
retired from their jobs in Cumbria in 2005,
they have become much-loved members of
this community, despite spending a large part
of the year abroad. Their second home is the
beautiful village of Genazzano in Italy and
they are deeply involved in the life of All
Saints’ Anglican Church in Rome.

We would like to extend our warmest
congratulations to Thelma & Neville on their
50th wedding anniversary and wish them
many more happy years together.

The Editor
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Like many others, Kings Norton
station, one of the oldest in the region,
has been reduced to a shadow of its
former self. But there’s a chance that in
a few years’ time it may be playing a
central role in a major new project
being considered by the West Midlands
Transport Authority. It’s a project that
might revitalise the station, with the
depressingly derelict central platform
island, currently a veritable no-go area,
brought into use again.

This project, far from being a visionary
concept, is something about which
residents in certain parts of South
Birmingham have been agitating for
decades. Indeed, its potential benefits,
and the relative ease with which it
could be implemented, make it
astonishing that it hasn’t happened
before. Actually, it did, but only until
early in the Second World War.

The project is the potential reopening
to passenger trains of the Camp Hill
Line, running from just north of Kings

Norton station, through Kings Heath
and Moseley, to Birmingham Moor
Street Station. To the uninitiated,
installing several miles of new rail
track through some of Birmingham’s
densest areas of population might
sound a daunting prospect: but the
plain fact is that most of the track is
actually there, and always has been!

If you look carefully to the right as
you take the train towards Bournville,
you can see it branching off to the
right. Astonishingly, it’s actually in
daily use, but only by freight trains.
That’s why you never see trucks on
the Cross City line, even though they
regularly thunder through our
station. Passengers were carried on it
for nearly 100 years, but that service
stopped “temporarily” in 1941 out of
wartime necessity and has never
returned. The decision removed a
long-established and popular
transport link for residents of Kings
Heath and Moseley. To add insult to
injury, their much loved local stations

Kings Norton Station

A Return to Former Glory?
Especially if you’re a railway buff like me, it’s a constant sadness to see stations
that were once fully-staffed, built with character and proudly maintained
centres of community life now reduced to corrugated iron shells, devoid of any
personality and usually devoid of staff apart from the person in the ticket
office (if you’re lucky: more often than not he or she is just a machine).
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were never again to open, and were
allowed to fall into disrepair and
ultimate demolition.

In fact, there were no less than six
stations on that line. From Kings
Norton, there was Lifford (yes, there
was for decades quite a substantial
station there); Hazelwell (just behind
the Stirchley Bowl, running under
Cartland Road); Kings Heath, Moseley,
Brighton Road and Camp Hill.

Many have said that the failure to
reopen this line to passengers has been
a seriously short-sighted blunder by
the authorities, particularly with the
increasing density of road traffic from
the 1950’s onwards. Driving on the
A435 through Kings Heath and
Moseley, and accessing the city centre
through the Camp Hill area, has long
been described as the “journey from

hell”, with heavy congestion, delay
and intense driver frustration.

The transport authorities have
nevertheless continually
procrastinated. Worse still, that
decades-long prevarication has
allowed development in the Camp Hill
area that would necessitate an
expensive new rail viaduct being
constructed between Sparkbrook
and Bordesley, an investment that
would not have been needed if the
line had come back into general use
after the war.

That’s the nub of the delay: it would
cost a great deal. But at least now the
project seems to have found a
defined place in the Transport
Authority’s forward programme.
Talking to the Moseley Forum as
recently as last summer, the rail

A Return to Former Glory?
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development manager at the West
Midlands Integrated Transport
Authority indicated 2019 as a start
date. He cited a study that a passenger
rail service could take one million car
journeys off the roads per year and
would also relieve pressure on New
Street Station.

If the project does proceed, then Kings
Norton would play a central role.
Effectively it’s the junction of the
“new” Camp Hill line and the existing
Cross City line through Bournville, Selly
Oak and University. In all probability, to
allow for the increased flow of services
through the station and the complexity
of train movements, the central island
would be reopened as platforms 2 and
3, refurbished and furnished with
proper canopied waiting areas. The
authorities apparently envisage three
or four trains an hour using the Camp
Hill line.

Of course, current station
construction, majoring on basic
functionality without style and the
cheapest available construction
material, would make those changes
less than exciting in the sense of
railway aesthetics. It's therefore
interesting to reflect on the history of
the station, especially in its heyday.

The first station was opened in 1849
during the earliest stages of railway
mania, as part of the Birmingham and
Gloucester Railway's line to Curzon
Street, ironically via the Camp Hill
Line. It wasn’t until 1876 that the
Birmingham West Suburban Railway
opened the route to New Street via
Bournville and Selly Oak, though the
first track, rather than being laid
straight through Cotteridge, was a
loop which went alongside the canal,
under Breedon Cross and thence to
Bournville! The platforms were
extended in length a few years later,
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when the level crossing that carried
Station Road across the tracks was
replaced by a footbridge.

The mid-1920s saw the start of the
station’s greatest period, with the
doubling of capacity to four tracks and
the creation of an island platform with
a striking range of buildings that truly
underlined the new stature and
significance of the station. It opened to
traffic on 14 March 1926.

With the closure of the Camp Hill Line
to passenger traffic early in the War,
and the massive increase in car
ownership from the 1950s, the need for
four platforms progressively reduced
and passenger numbers dwindled. So
much so that staffing ceased in 1967,
and in 1978 our station was “rebuilt” by

British Rail, meaning the demolition
of virtually all its established buildings
and the closure and blocking off of
the central island. Even then nobody
seemed to realise than within a few
years we’d all be desperately seeking
alternatives to the motor vehicle for
those trips into town.

Even if the new project happens, we
won’t see the return of most of the
facilities that our station once had,
like a newsagent’s kiosk, a
stationmaster’s office, a café and
proper waiting rooms with coal fires.
But at least that central platform area
won’t just be sitting there in
depressing decrepitude!

Michael Kennedy
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Do You Remember Vincent?
Our longer-established readers will
remember Vincent Scannell, who was
an integral, albeit unofficial, member of
the St Nicolas’ team for several years.

An Irishman whose background was
something of a mystery, he appeared as
a general odd-job-man in the 1980s and
until his death in 1997, made an
increasingly useful contribution to the
upkeep of the church and its
environment. His value was recognised
when, because Vincent had no
traceable relatives, Vicar Martin Lee
decided that he should be buried in the
churchyard.

Recently John Bowen, husband of our
late and beloved Chris, has offered us
a file of documents about Vincent
which casts new light on the enigmatic
man from County Cork. John
remembers Chris saying “St Nicolas
became Vincent’s family.” An article
will be developed for a future issue of
the Parish magazine, and as part of
that, I’d like very much to hear from
anyone who has specific memories of
Vincent, or anecdotes about him.

If you have something to offer, please
contact me, Michael Kennedy, by
email at michaelkennedy@
talk21.com or on 0121 451 1978.
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Vision Aid Overseas is a charity we support in kind, as we do The Sweet
Project and the Foodbank. We do so by collecting used spectacles.

VAO works in six African countries: Botswana, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Sierra Leone and Zambia. Much of their work consists of finding sustainable
solutions to treating visual problems,
training locally-based eye care
workers and using the skills of global
volunteers to prescribe and supply
corrective spectacles.

There is a box at the back of St
Nicolas’ Church for unwanted pairs
of glasses. They are taken regularly
to a local optician who is linked with
VAO.

EROICA CAMERATA CONCERT

Saturday 14th May at 7.30 p.m. in St
Nicolas’ Church. Mendelssohn’s The
Hebrides (Fingal’s Cave) & Symphony
No.3 (Scottish) and Mozart’s Piano
Concerto No.20 in D minor.
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Celebrate Ascension Day!

Few church council meetings set out
to change the world, but the First
Council of Nicea, which met in May
and June of the year 325, could claim
to have done just that. Co-chaired by
the Emperor Constantine and the
Bishop of Rome, Hosius of Cordoba, it
was the first attempt to reach
consensus in the church through an
assembly representing all of
Christendom.

Surprisingly, given the scope of its
ambition, there was agreement on a
number of issues central to Christian
faith. Decisions were taken which
shape church belief and practice to
this day. There were theological
debates: who is the Son of God and
what is His relationship to God the
Father? The date of Easter was more
clearly defined and the foundations of

canon (church) law were laid.

But the reason why many Christians
will have heard of the Council of
Nicea is because of the statement of
belief which emerged from it: the
Nicene Creed. It is still recited in
churches around the world. Many
Christians know it by heart. It sets
out, in the simplest of language, the
core of their faith. And it gives equal
weight to three events in the life of
Christ: his death, his resurrection
and his ascension.

The first draft kept things simple:
“He suffered, and the third day he
rose again, ascended into heaven.”
The version we use today is a revised
text published by the First Council of
Constantinople in 381 A.D, at which
the delegates  obviously felt that

Photo: The Church of the Ascension, Stirchley.
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some key details had been overlooked
during the meeting in Nicea: “He was
crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered, and was buried, and the
third day he rose again, according to
the Scriptures, and ascended into
heaven, and sits at the right hand of
the Father”.

The event that we refer to as the
Ascension of Jesus into heaven is no
less mysterious than his bodily
resurrection and no less central to our
understanding of who Jesus is; yet it is
increasingly overlooked and, in the
Anglican church at least, seems to be
celebrated by a few faithful souls who
gather on a Thursday evening 40 days
after  Easter to hear the remarkable
eye-witness account of Christ’s last
minutes with his disciples and to
worship the risen and ascended
Christ.

Historically, Ascension Day has been
ranked with Good Friday, Easter and

Pentecost as one of the church’s
major festivals. As far as we know, it
has been celebrated by Christians
since the 4th century. In the Eastern
Orthodox Church, where it is known
as the “analepsis” or “taking up”, it is
observed with an all-night vigil and
has an “afterfeast” which lasts eight
days.

Our plans for celebrating this key
event in the life of the church this
year are not quite that ambitious;
but we would warmly invite you to
join us and other local Christians, not
at St Nicolas’, but at the Church of
the Ascension, Pineapple Grove,
Stirchley, B30 2TJ at 7.30 p.m. on
Thursday 5th May when Canon
Brian Hall and Dr Nicola Slee will
lead us in a service of Holy
Communion. Lifts can be arranged if
needed: just contact the Parish
Office.

David Ash
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Kings Norton Farmers’ Market

We are 400 years old!
This May, the Farmers’ Market coincides, almost to the day, with the
granting of King James’ Charter of 1616, which allowed local folk to
buy and sell their produce from stalls on The Green.

Men could also be hired to work on local farms and in local industries.
This last function has continued, through Victorian times, as the
Annual Mop Fair, which still takes place every October, although
nowadays it has swings, roundabouts, exciting rides and loud music!

The 1616 Charter also granted the gentle folk of Kings Norton the right
to hold a Court of Pie-Powder (derived from the French piedpoudre),
an ancient court held in fairs and
markets to dispense justice and
penalties for various
misbehaviours and misdeeds, in a
rough and ready way to all
comers, some with "dusty feet",
that is, not too clean. Punishments
could be serving time in the stocks
or the pillory. We are hoping to
have a pillory on display, and it
may be in use. Take care!

Our modem Market is a
Community Interest Company,
run by volunteers with stalls
selling locally-produced
vegetables, flowers, meats, bread,
cakes, ale and wines, and other
edible goods.

All profits are directed to local

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 14th May 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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charities and other local causes to
help maintain this historic area
and the things we all value and
cherish.

To celebrate this Very Special
Anniversary, we are turning the
clock back 400 years. The event
will be formally opened by the
High Sheriff, Dr. Keith Bradshaw
D.L. at about 11.15 a.m., and we
shall celebrate in some style with
the Town Crier and our many
supporters in period dress with
maypole dancing, singing, a hog
roast and other ancient customs.

It is rumoured that some of the
descendants of the early Pilgrim
Fathers from Jamestown,
Virginia may be present. You
heard it here first!

All are welcome at this your
celebration and children and
grown-ups may be awarded
small prizes for period,
imaginative or fancy dress.

We hope to see you there. Bring
your phone or camera!

J.D.Taylor
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Ironside
The English King who
Fought the Danes

“In 1013 the Danes invade England.  King
Aethelred is old and ill-counselled.  Can his
son Edmund prove a better king and drive
the Danes out?  In the ensuing struggle,
many good men will die and Edmund will
earn the nickname Ironside.”

This year marks the 1,000th anniversary of
the death of King Edmund “Ironside” at
the end of  a brief reign which lasted from
23rd April to 30th November 1016. To mark this milestone in our history,
Revd Heather Flack, once a Team Vicar in this parish, has written a novel
based on Edmund’s life.  She writes under the pseudonym of Fen Flack
and hopes that the book will appeal to all ages, including reluctant
teenagers.

Heather will be presenting the book at St Nicolas’ Place on 21st May 2016
between 2 and 4 pm, and will give a talk about Edmund Ironside at 3 pm.
Signed,  hardback copies will be available for sale at a cost of £7.99.

Alternatively, you can purchase the Kindle edition  for £2.50. Just search
for the title on the Amazon website.
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Planting Seeds of Faith
It all started when my nearly four-year-
old grandson Zavier was having one of
his boing, boing trampolining moments
like Tigger from “Winnie the Pooh”. He
suddenly stopped, looked out at the sky
through the window and asked, "Is
Uncle Barry still with Jesus?" Uncle
Barry had been a close family and friend
who passed away late last year. I said,
"Yes, he is". “Why did he have to go to
Jesus?" asked Zavier, to which I replied,
"Well, he was very poorly and the
doctors tried very hard to make him
better, but they just couldn't. So Jesus
decided that he would look after him
and make him better. But one day we
will see him again". "But how?" he said.

At this point, I thought, I must give him
an answer that he will understand, but
which will not upset him. "Well, one day
we will all get to see Jesus when we get
to him in heaven." And I was just
gearing myself up for the next question,
something along the lines of, "How?” or

“When?", when Zavier suddenly said,
"Nanny, where was I before I was
here?"

Well, you could have knocked me
down with a feather at his question.
"You were with Jesus until he decided
it was time for your mummy to have
you." "Oh! So Jesus was looking after
me before now?" he said. "Yes, you
could say that,"  I said; to which little
Zavier replied, "So Jesus is good,
because he looks after people. But I
don't want to go and see him yet." At
that, I just smiled and gave him a hug.

When we plant little seeds of faith,
even our very young can testify to the
goodness of God in Christ Jesus,
through the work of His Holy Spirit.

Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd. I
know my own and my own know me."
(John 10:14).

Fay Fearon
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service (Morning Worship) for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee as you wish.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses. Do ask.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer. With Messy

Church for all ages every 2nd Saturday (Market Day).

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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The Eye of the Storm

The liner Canberra was a regular,
popular ship for passengers who
enjoyed cruises during the summer
months. There was one particular
cruise that had some problems. Its
route was from Southampton to New
York and back. The ship was full as
everyone was expecting to visit the
Expo ’70 attractions.

There was a cheerful attitude on
board as the ship made her way down
the English Channel. Passengers were
on deck enjoying some sunshine and
viewing the coast as we passed such
counties as Dorset, Devon and
Cornwall.

But alas, the Atlantic was waiting and
two days of choppy weather ensued.
Quite a few experienced some
seasickness. But the conditions
improved. Calm seas and some
watery sunshine appeared.

I was a steward in the “Alice Springs”
bar which was situated by the tourist
swimming pool. A few souls had a
swim and enjoyed the drinks service.
The bar was quiet in the evenings
apart from a few regulars who liked
to sit and chat in the comfortable cane

furniture. We would stay open as
the night wore on until business
stopped.

On the evening when this story
takes place, we decided to close at
about 11 p.m. The phone rang and
we were told to secure anything that
moved as a severe storm was
looming ahead. We completed the
job and toddled off to bed at about
midnight. At 1 a.m., the storm really
hit us. Normally, ships would
change course to avoid the worst of
the bad weather. It was only later
that we found out why we were
about to sail right through the
middle of one.

Canberra was really taking a
battering. The violent movement
was doing damage to the ship. One
of the casualties was a piano, which
shot across the ballroom and fell to
pieces as it hit the opposite side of
the ship.

The other stewards and I were called
at 2 a.m. to dress in uniform and to
assist passengers in general. The
tourist lounge was packed. People
did not want to stay in their cabins.

Maritime raconteur Eddie Matthews, who has seen more of the
seven seas than most of us, tells of a night so rough that the
passengers of the SS Canberra were reaching for their life jackets.
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Six of us met in the service pantry and
prepared a trolley with urns of coffee,
tea and so forth. Because of the risk of
breakage, only paper cups could be
used. Of course, we all had a gin and
tonic before going on duty, dispensed
by the Head Stewardess! We then
sallied forth with, we hoped, a
calming attitude. The passengers
were very afraid and many had
lifejackets under their chairs. We did
our best to remain calm and cheerful
and not to show any anxiety. Of
course were were concerned, but we
could not show it. Panic had to be
avoided at all costs.

In the first class lounge, situated
forward on the ship, two glass
windows virtually imploded. These
windows were twelve feet square and
two inches thick. Canberra was
pitching so badly that the ship was
actually bending at this point.
Luckily, passengers had been kept
away from the windows, so there
were no injuries.

It was quite a night for all on board.
Quite a few prayers were said. The
next morning, the ship actually
entered the eye of the storm: the
Commodore announced this fact. The
seas abated and we seemed to be
surrounded by a mist. Of course, after
about 45 minutes, we were back in the
storm which, by the evening, had
moved away and we could lick our
wounds. Evidently, the weather
bureau in Washington D.C. had made
an error in plotting the storm’s path!

New York was wonderful and the
return journey was good. I learned
over the years that we can never
underestimate the power of the sea.

I am quite convinced that there will
be a disaster one day with one of the
modern cruise ships. They seem to
be getting longer each year. The
latest is due to sail from
Southampton this May. This ship
weighs 227,000 tons and carries
6,000 passengers. Canberra carried
up to 2,000 and weighed a mere
45,000 tons. Of course, there will not
be another Titanic, thanks to modern
technology, but one cannot help
having serious thoughts at times.

Eddie Matthews
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Easter Sunday morning
at St Nicolas’ Church
with the baptisms of
Ted Fox and Charlie
Hughes.
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Baptisms
March 2016

20th Mar Ivy Isabella Hargreaves
 Megan Louise Laws
 Arabella Patience Mary Ferguson
 Amelia Jessica Ferguson
 Luka Anthony Leon Ferguson
27th Mar Edward James Fox
 Charles Matthew David Hughes

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.
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Foodbank News
In April, the fuel bank scheme which I
wrote about last month, and about
which I will update you later in the year,
went live. We have finally moved out of
our temporary storage, the old bus
garage at Selly Oak Access.

Our treasurer is always planning ahead
and aims to book six months of storage
for this winter (November - March), thus
saving some money by planning ahead
but ensuring that we have sufficient
space for all our donations.

Also in April, The Trussell Trust put us in
contact with a city-centre group working
with those whose lifestyles are too
complex or chaotic even to access a
foodbank. We have supported their
work by sharing some of our food stock.

We also work in informal partnership
with The Sanctuary and various local
school breakfast clubs. The Sanctuary is
a joint project run by St Chad's Roman
Catholic Cathedral and the Salvation
Army. They support refugees, asylum
seekers and immigrants in particular.
Our local breakfast clubs receive some

of the catering packs of cereals which
Kellogg’s donate from time to time,
although 10kg bags of Bran Flakes
have proved something of a challenge
to shift!

Sylvia Fox

Marriages
March 2016

19th Mar Darren Lee Gaulton & Claire Laura Hector
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Christian Aid Week
15th - 21st May 2016

Christian Aid is not something that only happens for one week of each year. The
charity campaigns, supports and works in multiple ways throughout the year and
all around the globe.

During Christian Aid Week this year, our focus is on Bangladesh and, in particular,
on those people whose lives are affected by yearly flooding, which makes long-
term planning for agriculture, business or the basic necessities of life almost
impossible.

We will have door-to-door collections again as usual, and a coffee morning at
Hawkesley Church Centre on May 21st (10.30-12.30). There will also be a speaker
from Christian Aid at the 10.30 a.m. service at St Nicolas' on May 8th. Please be as
generous as you are able. Every small amount soon adds up into a large local and
national figure. Last year it was £11.3 million. Throughout the year we collect used
postage stamps in St Nicolas'. The box is on the very long table in the middle of the
church. You can also place unwanted foreign currency here. Our totals for stamps
have been £15, £20 and £20 in the last three years.

Sylvia Fox
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Christian Aid Week
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Please note that, while the parish is without a Rector, authority is in the hands of the
Churchwardens, Anne and Phil. Our honorary assistant clergy, working part-time, are:

Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Clare Dean 0121 459 6185

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 35.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins



32

The Society's Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 23rd May.
After the business of the AGM, Don Hazzard and Rick Simpson will give a
talk on "Birmingham Suffragettes". The Society meets from 7.00 p.m. to
9.00 p.m. in the North Hall of St Nicolas’ Place.  There is a fee of £3 for
visitors, who are  always welcome at the Society's meetings.

Claire Simpson, Chairman.

Kings Norton History Society
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Funerals
March 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

1st March Albert Morris 83 SN.Bu.CY
4th March Betty Cross 92 SN.Cr.LH
8th March Kathleen Hilda McDonald 93 In.CY
17th March Sydney Mya Neil 11 SN.Bu.CY
22nd March Florence Louisa Hawkins 93 SN.Bu.KN
23rd March Peter John Andrews 49 Cr.LH
29th March Margaret Mary Ashton 87 SN.Bu.CY
31st March Mary Edith Curtis 97 SN.In.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WP : Westall Park,

Please do come and join us in
welcoming The Revd Larry Wright
and his wife Amanda to Kings
Norton Team Parish. Full details of
this event will be posted on the
parish website when we have them.

THE NEW RECTOR’S

INDUCTION SERVICE

THUR 26th MAY 2016

7.30 p.m.

ST NICOLAS’ CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Tuesday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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Today, I was privileged to attend the
official unveiling by the Duke of
Gloucester of the Gift of Life
Memorial at the National Memorial
Arboretum, which is well worth a visit
if you get the chance. I was one of
several hundred people gathered to
see the memorial, which pays tribute
to organ and tissue donors and has
been many years in the planning. I
was involved in the early stages of the
project when I worked for the Donor
Family Network, a charity that
supports donor families and
promotes organ and tissue donation.
In fact, I checked my old files and the
first early discussions were right back
in 2007. So it was fantastic today to
see the completed memorial after so
many years of planning and
fundraising.

The memorial
was created by
local artist
Julia Hennessy
Priest. It
features a butterfly, a forget-me-not
and the words 'reflection,
recognition, remembrance'. It is a
stunning piece of art and obviously
meant a great deal to the people who
attended the event. I watched as
many people came up not just to look
at the memorial but to touch it, as a
kind of silent tribute or a thank you. It
was very moving. It was also
wonderful to meet up with many old
friends, donor families, recipients
and health care professionals, who
had come along. They are all part of a
network of relationships and
friendships linked by organ donation.
These are people who would not
normally have met or become friends
or known anything about each other.
I lost count of the number of people
who came up to give me a hug.

I wouldn't have known any of them
had I not become involved in organ
donation twenty years ago when my
partner, Steve, died and became a
donor. At that time, I knew nothing
about organ donation. I ended up

The Gift of Life
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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working for the charity and, over the
intervening years, I have gone on to
meet countless people and to talk
about organ donation. I've met health
care professionals, spoken all over the
country at study days, committee
meetings and events. I've met other
donor families, recipients and people
on the transplant list. I've made some
wonderful friends and I've been to far
too many funerals of young people
who have died whilst waiting for a
donation or post-transplant.

Steve's legacy has been much more
than just the organs he donated.
Because I have been able to share his
story I have been able to raise

awareness, to have conversations
that would not otherwise have taken
place and to write articles such as
this one.

Organ donation is a fantastic gift. It is
given freely and with love at the
bleakest of times. It is received with
immense gratitude and thanks. It is
life changing. It brings hope to donor
families and recipients. We don't talk
about it enough. We don't talk about
it with our loved ones. So please,
when you have read this, do just
that. Talk to your loved ones about
organ donation.

Pauline Weaver
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

Cartoon © Dave Walker, originally published in the Church Times. Used with permission.

It has been said that trying to keep ancient church buildings such as ours in good repair
and financially viable is like running a small kingdom with no taxpayers. In comparison
with some of our cathedrals, the cost of keeping St Nicolas’ Church open is modest:
£800+ per week compared with, say, £20,000 a day for York Minster. But in an age of
dwindling resources, caring for its 16,000 churches and 42 cathedrals is one of the
biggest headaches facing the Church of England. We are not alone in the challenges we
face, as this cartoon from the Church Times implies. The Editor.



39Photos, back page: Confirmation service with Bishop David Urquhart on 10th April 2016.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X7 and printed by
Harlequin Print Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454  Fax: 0121 458 3089 Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk


