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This year's Bournville Scarecrow Festival (see
back cover) featured well-known characters from
children's stories. For a few hours on a Saturday
morning, gaggles of excited children dragged
their adults from house to house along George
Cadbury's leafy avenues, excitedly, gleefully
scarecrow spotting. Most scarecrows were so
expertly designed that they were instantly
recognisable from their books or films. And of
course, the children knew all their names.

From our earliest years, we love stories. Story-
telling seems to be one of the things which sets
us apart as a species and which has, since the
dawn of pre-literate history, been part of the
bedrock of our culture and identity. Stories tell us
who we are, where we come from and where we
belong. They distil the accumulated wisdom and
experience of our ancestors. They have the
power to give us hope and to set us free. They
explain us to ourselves and equip us to imagine
lives we have not lived.  They are memory banks.
They are time machines.  They change us.

There are some stories which we need to tell
each other regularly "lest we forget". We have
not proven to be very good at learning from the
mistakes of our past; but while there remains a
chance that stories, the true and the imagined,
can save us from ourselves, we must go on telling
them. For, as the author Philip Pullman said,
"After nourishment, shelter and companionship,
stories are the thing we need most in the world."

The Editor
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From the Rector
To Be A Pilgrim
Apparently, going on a pilgrimage
(religious or otherwise) is increasingly
popular. Latest statistics for The
Camino, one of the most popular
European pilgrim routes in northern
Spain, attracted 270,000 people in 2016.
This figure is for those who completed
and received a certificate; many others
would have only walked parts of it and
therefore not qualified to be registered.
Thousands still flock to other religious
sites such as Rome, Lourdes and
Jerusalem every year. UK pilgrim routes
are being popularised as the
combination of walking (alone or with
companions), history and spirituality
draws the curious and committed.
Places such as Iona, Walsingham,
Canterbury, and Lindisfarne are now
major visitor attractions.

Pilgrimages are not only for the
religious. During these centenary years
of the First World War, thousands are
making their way to visit the sites of
major battles on the Western Front and
the vast cemeteries where the fallen are
buried. Visitors stand in silent awe at the
enormous loss of life and the suffering
inflicted on a generation.

Going to National Trust or other ancient
properties can feel like a pilgrimage. The
houses, homes and gardens visited

speak of another age and another
Britain, as unrecognizable to us as we
would be to them if they were
miraculously transported to 2017.
Places have their unique history and
the more significant the history the
more resonant the place in the
imagination of the visitor. Maybe we
are endeavouring to live in that past,
briefly, for a fleeting time of immersion
in the invisible but imaginable. Is this
part of the attraction?

To go on pilgrimage is to be part of a
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long and respectable history almost two
thousand years old. Even Jesus himself
participated in pilgrimages as a child
with his family to Jerusalem for High
Holy Days; and Psalms 120-134 are
known as the “Psalms of Ascent”, sung
by the faithful as they made their
pilgrimages up to Jerusalem. Many
medieval Christians also started to
practise walking the Stations of the
Cross, with symbols in the church
guiding pilgrims to follow the footsteps
of Jesus on his way to the Crucifixion.

Other sites in Europe became popular
during the centuries when it was too
dangerous to travel to the Holy Land.
Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome has
traditionally been the most popular
pilgrimage destination, due to the
presence there of the Apostle Peter’s
earthly remains.

Canterbury Cathedral and the shrine of
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas à
Becket, became England’s best-known
pilgrimage destination when he was
martyred on the orders of King Henry II
in 1170. Pilgrims have journeyed to
Becket’s shrine for centuries, and its
fame has been immortalised in
Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales (1383-
1400), where twenty-nine pilgrims tell
stories to each other on the way to seek
healing and transformation.

During The Reformation, going on
pilgrimage fell out of favour, as various
superstitions were associated with it.
Despite this, the fundamental nature of
pilgrimage, to make a journey to a

religious centre to deepen one’s faith,
has remained strong in the spiritual life
of Christianity.

More recently, going on pilgrimage has
increased in popularity once more.
Catholics, Protestants and even
Evangelical Christians are all
rediscovering the transformative
power of journeying to a sacred site.
Leaving the regular world behind and
visiting spiritually significant places
offers the chance to contemplate and
enjoy the wonders of God, before
returning, feeling refreshed and
renewed. Many people find pilgrimage
attractive as it offers an opportunity to
get away from the distractions of
everyday life and to work towards a
life lived in closer communion with
God.

Whatever our beliefs, travelling with a
degree of uncertainty and vulnerability
to a place which stands in contrast to
our usual lifestyle and surroundings
can provide fresh perspectives and
new insights into ourselves and the
world.

In late September 2018 a pilgrimage is
being planned from St Nicolas'
Church, Kings Norton to Rome. It will
be a chance to visit some of the most
historic sites in Western Europe and to
soak up the atmosphere of the cradle
of Western Christianity. If you are
interested to know more, contact the
Parish Office at St Nicolas' Place.

Revd Larry Wright
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Roman Holiday

This William Wyler romantic
comedy-drama, from a story by
Dalton Trumbo, is a fable in modern
dress with a Cinderella theme in
reverse. Starring Gregory Peck,
Audrey Hepburn, Eddie Albert
Hartley Power, Harcourt Williams
and Margaret Rawlings, the film has
a never-flagging pace, and is in turns
tender, funny, sweet and poignant.

The aged face of the Eternal City
provides a contrast to the picture’s
introduction of a new face, Audrey
Hepburn. She plays a princess who
wistfully loses herself in Rome and is
befriended by Gregory Peck, in the
role of American newspaperman.
They become friends (and more)
while each is unaware of the other's
true identity. They spend an idyllic 24
hours together in the city away from
all the trappings of her royalty and
learn about the simple pleasures of
spontaneity and affection. Eddie
Albert makes a major comedy
contribution as a photographer who
secretly follows the princess during
the 24 hours she steals away from
the dull court routine.

The fine script deals with the

princess who rebels against the
goodwill tour she is making of
Europe after arriving in Rome. The
adventures she encounters with
Peck during the day and evening are
natural and amusing. After this day
of fun is over the princess and the
reporter are in love, but each knows
that nothing can come of the Roman
holiday.

All the interiors, except those in the
Palazzos Brancaccio and Colonna,
were filmed in Rome’s Cinecitta
Studios, while the exteriors recorded
on film many landmarks of the city. It
is a film which reminds us that love
breaks down barriers but life and
responsibilities reconstruct them.

M.G.M.

1953: Best Actress (Audrey Hepburn), Motion Picture Story [awarded to Ian McLellan
Hunter, in place of blacklisted Dalton Trumbo], B&W Costume Design (Edith Head).
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The major task of raising £90,000 to
repair part of the roof of St Nicolas'
Church and to enable the creation of
a much-needed Toy Library for local
families is gathering momentum. The
events that have taken place, the
latest of which was a concert by
Eroica Camerata on 14 October, have
generated an enthusiastic response,
and much more is set to follow.

More than 60 people sampled a
wonderful range of home-made
cakes at the Afternoon Tea event in
St Nicolas' in September. They'll be
pleased to know that there will be a
fundraising Cake Stall in the Church
on the day of the Friends of Historic
Norton's Christmas Fayre on
Saturday 11 November. There'll also
be plenty of tea and coffee available.
Kings Norton has many talented
bakers, and we're looking for as many
of them as possible to bake cakes for
the stall. If you're happy to help,
please contact our Churchwarden
Julie Hill at the Parish Office.

Brass Band music appeals to a very
wide audience, and tickets are already

selling well for the concert by the
Wolverhampton Brass Band on
Saturday 2 December at 7.30 pm. The
outstanding acoustics of the church
will provide a perfect environment for
a programme of seasonal and other
music arranged for Brass Band.
Tickets, priced at £10 for adults and £5
for under-18s, full time students and
the unemployed, can be bought from
the Parish Office.

Suggestions  for other events are
coming frequently. One that will
definitely be taken up is the idea of a
'Sponsor a Carol' event, which is
being planned for the afternoon of
Friday 5 January. Details will be
available shortly. Other ideas under
consideration include a Bat Walk and
a Dog Show!

Please do your best to help the fund
by supporting these events. Watch
the church noticeboard by the Lych
Gate, and check on the poster
displays at St Nicolas' Place, for
details.

The support of local people will be
critical in achieving the £90,000

Make A Date
With The Church Roof Fund!
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target. Indeed, some significant
donations have already been
received. The other vital area is the
generation of grants. A wide range of
national and local organisations are
being targeted, and the first response
has been a very generous donation of
£5,000 from the Veronica Awdry
Trust, which was created by the
family of the Reverend Wilbert
Awdry, curate at St Nicolas', when he
wrote the very first of his Thomas the
Tank Engine stories at his house in
Westhill Road.

If you'd like to donate to the Appeal
more directly, specific Pledge Cards
are available from the Church Roof
Appeal display that is located
immediately inside the church. There

are also collection buckets, which are
destined to become a familiar site as
the Appeal progresses. Donations can
also be made through our page on
the 'Just Giving' website on
www.justgiving.com/knpcc.

However you help and contribute,
remember you'll not only be playing
your part in preserving Kings Norton's
greatest icon, our church,  but  you'll
also be helping to pave the way for
that a potentially vital facility for local
people, the St Nicolas' Toy Library.

If you'd like to take a more active role
in the fundraising effort, or have any
ideas for events, please don't hesitate
to contact Julie Hill at the Parish
Office.

This year’s Christmas Challenge will be to collect gifts for families across
South Birmingham which will be distributed via The Sweet Project. Gift
items need to be new or in excellent condition.  We are collecting gifts
for all ages including adults and teenagers.

This year we are also collecting resources for The Sweet Project itself.
Items include craft and sewing materials.

The Sweet Project currently has 184 open cases and referrals are coming
in on a daily basis, most with challenging and complex needs.  There is
an Amazon wishlist should you need ideas or prefer to purchase online.
There’s a link on the parish website or you can just type this into your
browser: http://amzn.to/2gmisga

2017 Christmas Challenge
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£90,000
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Christmas Fayre!
The Friends of Historic Kings Norton invite you to their

To be held on Saturday 11th November 2017 in Saint Nicolas’
Place on The Green, Kings Norton, from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm.

Bakers Wanted!
To supply the cake stall which will be seeking to raise funds
at this event for the Church Roof Appeal. All offers to bake
cakes gratefully received. Please see the church noticeboard
for further details or speak to Julie Hill, Churchwarden.
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Live On!

I was talking to a gentleman recently
who was explaining to me the impact
on a family of the death of a
grandfather, killed after just three
weeks’ service during World War
One.  Life was never the same for this
family as the grandmother never
recovered from the loss and this
shaped the life of the other children
and, ultimately, their children.

It struck me as I was listening that my
family were very different.  My
maternal grandfather, George
Woollard, went to war.  He fought at
Gallipoli but he came home, as did
his two brothers, James and William.
For three men from the same family,

three men
from the
same small
village in
Essex, for
three men
to go to war and come home again
was incredibly unusual and
incredibly lucky.   All three names are
nonetheless recorded on the village
war memorial for their service.  It
also struck me that I have no idea
what my paternal father did during
the war. That'll be a question to ask
the rest of the family!

Many of my family have been in the
services and some seen active
service in conflicts across the globe.
It therefore gives me great pride to
be able to help to plan our
Remembrance Service here in Kings
Norton and to be able to support the
work of the Royal British Legion.  This
year's service will be especially
poignant as it will be the first since
the death of Harry Cox (left), for
many years associated with reading
the Kohima epitaph and whose
funeral was one of the most touching
and memorable of occasions.
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The strapline of the Royal British
Legion is “Live On - To the memory of
the fallen and the future of the
living”. It reminds us that their work
is twofold.

They are the custodians of
Remembrance: they preserve the
memory of those who fought and
died but they also work to promote
understanding of the impact of
conflict, and the importance of hope
and peace.  They do not promote or
glorify war; they are not political.

But the main work of the Legion is in
the support of active service
personnel and veterans and their
families, from debt advice through to

dementia support and a whole raft
of services in between.  It is that
work that our poppy pennies fund.

So I hope that, this November, you
will wear your poppy with pride,
donate generously to support the
work of the Legion and not be
caught up with those who use the
poppy to make political points or
cause controversy.  I hope you will
remember people like Harry, a quiet
and unassuming hero, who came
home from war and who, every
year, paid his tribute to those who
did not.

Pauline Weaver
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Foodbank News
At the beginning of October, the B30
Foodbank celebrated the end of its
fourth year of ministry with a
rededication service at Cotteridge
Church. Once again, the service gave
trustees, volunteers and members of
the supporting churches (primarily
those comprising Churches Together
in B30) a chance to meet each other
and to hear news of our last year of
“trading”.

For me, there was one figure that
stood out in all the statistics that were
talked about. One adult in four in the

UK has less than £100 in savings.
This means that, when there is less
work for a bank system worker or
for someone on a zero-hours
contract, all that stands between
just managing and being penniless is
that less-than-£100.

The same is true of anyone who
relies on benefits to top-up an
inadequate income or to survive in
the first place. If a payment is late,
or you are transferred from one
benefit to another and the transfer
is not seamless, then that almost-
£100 vanishes very fast.

The same is true if you are good at
budgeting a very limited income, but
then the fridge breaks down and
one of the children needs new shoes
in the same week. That less-than-
£100 isn’t going to cover both bills.

During the past year, the talk of the
film world has been “I, Daniel
Blake”. It was directed by Ken Loach
(also known for "Cathy, Come
Home” 1966), and is a moving
account of a man who is denied
benefits despite the fact that his
doctor has declared him unfit for
work. I have a copy of the DVD to
borrow if anyone has missed it.
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The language is fairly ripe at times,
but so was mine as I watched the
depiction of a benefits system so
hideously rigid that it was not fit for
purpose. I actually got so angry at
one point that I turned it off and
went to sort food in the warehouse
instead. I needed something to do
that was tackling he inhumane ways
in which our neighbours are treated.

It is worth watching the film to see
what our clients are having to cope
with. The scenes are not invented:
they are what truly happens, every
day, every week in this country.

Sylvia Fox

(I, Daniel Blake is a 2016 drama
written by Paul Laverty. It stars Dave
Johns as Daniel Blake and Hayley
Squires as Katie, the single mother
whom he befriends. The film won the
Palme d’Or at the 2016 Cannes Film
Festival, the Prix du Public at the
Locarno International Film Festival
and the 2017 BAFTA for Outstanding
British Film. The former Work and
Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith
allegedly called the film “unfair”. In
October 2016, the Business Secretary,
Greg Clark, speaking on BBC Question
Time, decribed it as “fictional”. I,
Daniel Blake has become Ken Loach’s
biggest box office success. Editor)
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Members of the Royal British Legion and local uniformed organisations parade outside
Saint Nicolas’ Place on Remembrance Sunday 2016. This year’s Remembrance Service
will take place on Sunday 12th November 2017 at 10.30 am. All are welcome.
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382
An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for those not in
full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring
playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with
organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on
the fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.
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Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289
The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities. The
local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket Club,
247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meetings, but
should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
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Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com
We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.
  

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of this year.
The U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for
retired and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a
voluntary basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in
interest groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and
activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January, it is already attracting a significant audience. It
gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of
the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform
should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3
entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome includ-
ing beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in
Cotteridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.
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Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for Birmingham St. Mary's Hospice
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk, suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell. We organise fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals. We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  If you can spare a few hours
to help, please contact us. We meet on the second Monday of each month at Kings Norton
Bowling Club.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.

Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season,
it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill
Road car park at Kings Norton Park.
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Kings Norton Bowling Club, 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.
Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Following the completion of its free
weekly Learn to Skate activity in Kings Norton Park, further events are being planned and
will be announced in due course.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook
Morris dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Black Adder Clog Morris is a
mixed side and welcomes dancers and musicians, whether beginners or more advanced. As
well as practising, we perform at open air events and meet up with other sides. We meet
most Thursdays during term time at 8-10 pm in Cotteridge Church, B30 3EJ. Just turn up, or
contact Fran on the above email to discuss. Your first four weeks are free. There's a small
termly subscription if you join.
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COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Wednesday 1 November
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: The Allison Singers
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 pm-10.00 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 2 November
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 2.00-3.00 pm: ‘Pet Therapy’
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 3 November
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 4 November
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km abili-

ty) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am,
meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am

Tuesday 7 November
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car park,

10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph’s & St Helen’s

Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge. Doors open 2.10 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.30 pm: Councillor Simon Jeavon ‘My

Day Job’
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 8 November
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Sing-along with Kevin

Miles

Events Diary November 2017
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● Kings Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 pm-10.00 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 9 November
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Cotteridge Church, 8 pm – 9 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 10 November
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 11 November
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km abili-

ty) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am,
meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am-1.00 pm
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton Christmas Fayre, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am – 2.00 pm
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30

am
● Commemorative Christmas Tree planting, Kings Norton Green, 1.30 pm

Monday 13 November
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Kings Norton Bowling Club, 6.30

pm-7.30 pm

Tuesday 14 November
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 15 November
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Hoi
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 16 November
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Cotteridge Church, 8 pm – 9 pm
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● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 17 November
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 18 November
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km abili-

ty) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am,
meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start

Monday 20 November
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,

7.00 pm: Ruth Lowe  ‘Mary Quant’

Tuesday 21 November
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car park,

10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.0 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,

2.00-4.00pm:  AGM and Activity
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 22 November
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club: Outing to Christmas Market and Shopping, Gloucester Quays
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10.00 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 23 November
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Cotteridge Church, 8 pm – 9 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 24 November
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 25 November (see next page)
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● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km abili-
ty) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am,
meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30

am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve Guided Walk : meet at junction of Meadow Hill

Road and Wychall Lane, 10.30 am
● Children’s Book Club (5-11 years), Kings Norton Library, 11.30 am-12.30 pm

Monday 27 November
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm: Fiona Joseph ‘The

Life of Beatrice Cadbury’

Tuesday 28 November
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 29 November
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Beetle Drive
● Spoken Trend open mic spoken word and poetry event, Bull’s Head, The Green: perform-

ers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10.00pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 30 November
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Cotteridge Church, 8 pm – 9 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 1 December
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 2 December
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km abili-

ty) and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am,
meet in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Wolverhampton Brass Band Concert, St Nicolas’ Church 7.30 pm
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 11th November

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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Readers’ Letters
Last month’s article “The Latchford Boys : Our famous footballing
family” prompted this response from one of our readers.

I read with interest your article about the
Latchford Boys in the October issue of the
Parish Magazine.  As well as “practising happily
on our local fields” in the late fifties, they also
did so outside my bedroom window on
Monyhull Hall Road, while I was trying to swot
for my O- and A-levels.

In the group of houses we occupied there was a
preponderance of boys and, as there was a
disused grass area outside ours, with a huge oak
tree separating us from the next, this was
where they all came to learn their craft.  I lived
in continual fear of a football or cricket ball
coming through the window at any moment,
with constant cries of “It’s a goal!” in winter and
‘'”Howzat!” in summer.....and as I had to share
a bedroom with my sister too, I wonder how on

earth I ever got any work done!  To this day I
find the sound of a ball being kicked around
stressful. Of course, in those days, I had no
inkling of how far they would go in their sport.

I believe that the eldest brother, John, spent
some time in the Merchant Navy, and recall
once babysitting for Robert!  How ironic that he
should wind up living in Germany, when I am a
German teacher.  I remember both parents
quite well, and a neighbour once told me that
Mrs Latchford dearly wanted a daughter.
However, I hope that they both lived to see
their boys’ achievements and to be very proud
of them.

Name & address supplied

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

8th September Pauline Edith Tildesley 82 Cr.LH
14th September Merlin Douglas Cross 69 SN.Cr.LH
15th September Brenda Lesley Bryant 77 Cr.LH
22nd September Shirley Jean Sparrey 80 Cr.RD
22nd September Veronica Hill 76 Bu.CY
28th September Violet Edna Smith 89 SN.Bu.CY

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley

Funerals
September 2017
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www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar

School set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and
containing the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest
collection of mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned

and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all to enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email bookings@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.

Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church
on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk

The Kings Norton Farmers’ Market
Committee has announced that it is
funding Kings Norton’s own
permanent Christmas Tree. It will
be planted on The Green at 1.30 pm
on Saturday 11 November, towards
the end of the usual Farmers’
Market.

The event is intended as a
commemorative planting, so the
Lord Mayor Anne Underwood, our
Rector the Reverend Larry Wright,
the Royal British Legion, local
dignitaries, the uniformed

organisations and local
schoolchildren will be present.

Earth will be sprinkled symbolically
and poppy crosses can be placed in
the earth, or red ribbons tied to the
tree by children in the same spirit.
There will be short speeches by the
Lord Mayor and the Reverend Larry
Wright.

“We hope that many of our local
residents will attend in support of
this small but significant event,” said
a spokesperson for the Committee.

to witness the planting of our own
permanent Christmas tree

YOU ARE INVITED
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Kings Norton People

Derrick Dunn, Story Teller
The first in an occasional series of profiles

of some of Kings Norton's personalities

For young mums and dads (and
grandmas and granddads) a chance to
relax while someone else entertains
their little joys is always welcome,
especially if it’s free, and especially if it
works.

Every Tuesday at 10.30 a.m. at Kings
Norton Library, they get the chance. It’s
there that the under-5s are entertained
by Derrick Dunn, a member of the
library team who is also an
accomplished performer.  I went down
to one of his sessions in September, a
session that attracted a remarkable
gathering of more than 30  mothers
and children. “It’s been building up for
a while,” says Derrick with some pride.

Funday Tuesday, a title devised by
Derrick himself, takes place in the
newly-refurbished Children’s Area at
the Library. It’s a seamless sequence of
stories, nursery rhymes and songs,
presented by Derrick with remarkable
exuberance and vitality. He keeps it
going for a full sixty minutes,
undeterred by that fact that, at various

stages of his show, some members of
his audience want to run around the
Library or do anything else rather than
listen.

It’s all there. Favourites like "I’m a Little
Teapot", “ The Wheels on the Bus",  "If
You’re Happy and You Know it", all with
a boisterous joy that keeps the children
(and their mums) enthralled and
involved for most of the time. There
are also  stories, read with zest, and  an
irresistible accompaniment of actions
and noises.

Derrick is a superb  host. He remembers
all the names of the children and
guardians who have been before and
makes sure that newcomers are quickly
integrated.  It's a social gathering as
much as an entertainment.

When Derrick isn’t entertaining
children, he is very pro-active in helping
people who come in to the Library for
advice on books or even a bit of
company. He works at Kings Norton
three days a week, Tuesday, Thursday
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and Saturday, and at Weoley Castle
library on Monday and Friday, where he
runs another story session on Friday
mornings.

Derrick isn’t just a librarian who
happens to be good at entertaining
children. In fact, over several years,  as
“Derrick D” or “Derrick D Dunn”, he has
developed a remarkable portfolio of
skills and achievements as a performer
and presenter. He has a regular slot on
the internet-based Radio Sandwell; he
has presented  events at Birmingham’s
Artsfest; he’s a regular performer at
spoken  word events in and around the
region; and he even has his own band,
Derrick D and the Backbones.

Born in Moseley, Derrick has lived in
and around East Birmingham for the

whole of his life. For his first ten
working years  he did construction and
electrical work, but the economic
environment made work in those
sectors less than predictable. Casting
around for an alternative, he was
initially sceptical when his sister
suggested he looked for a job in the
Library Service, where she worked. "I
was a noisy, jackhammer sort of bloke.
The peaceful world of the Library just
didn’t sound right for me”.

But he was persuaded otherwise, and
obtained work as a supply library
worker, initially job sharing in
Bloomsbury and Aston. In 1996, well
into his twenties, he opted to go to
university in Wolverhampton, studying
media, law and communications, but
still working in libraries on a part-time
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basis. His first full time library post
arrived at Walsall in 2000.

His talents as a performer were innate.
"I was never scared to stand up at
school unlike many of the others,” he
says. Though, as an adult, he often
attended events relating to arts and
performance, he never really
considered developing his creative
talents until 2002, when at an Arts Fund
event he was watching a group of
performers who invited the audience to
shout out the names of nursery
rhymes, and then proceeded to
perform them in a completely different
style. "That told me that you could
create a new rhythm and shape for
familiar material, giving it a freshness
and a different colour, an approach that
I wanted to develop,” he explains. He
uses some of his special "treatments" in
his Library performances.

For a while, he performed his work  solo
all over Birmingham. However,  in 2008,
he was offered a regular slot at ‘The
Public’ arts space in West Bromwich,
and decided that he should expand his
horizons. So he formed a performing
group with friends supporting him on
drum, bass and keyboards, while he
developed his own talents for vocal
performance using the microphone to
create a unique range of accompanying
sounds. Prompted by the fact that each
of them supported each other, the
group became ‘Derrick D and the
Backbones’.

What do they do?  “It’s songs, poems

and theatre,” says Derrick, “but I don’t
think it fits into any particular genre.” If
you’re intrigued by Derrick’s talents
beyond the Library, watch out for his
performances with and without the
band, the most recent of which was at
the Chaos Acoustic event in Moseley
last month.

His natural ebullience and self-
confidence have also brought Derrick a
significant career as a host and
compère of arts events, including at
various venues during Birmingham’s
Arts Fest. They have also enabled him
to develop as a radio presenter. He
started in 1999 with Fusion FM in East
Birmingham, which in an expanded
form became Newstyle Radio in 2001
and is now based in Winson Green.
During an 11-year period with the
station, he broadcast with such leading
lights as Sir Trevor Macdonald and
cricketer Sir Vivian Richards. He had an
eleven year involvement with New
Style, after which he joined Radio
Sandwell (www.radiosandwell.co.uk),
based in Hockley, where every other
fortnight he currently hosts a magazine
programme on music and culture.

There’s no doubt that Derrick is a
significant asset to Kings Norton
Library, which made a conscious
decision to offer him a position largely
on the basis of the work he could do
with local children. We are lucky to
have him!

Michael Kennedy
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Baptisms
September 2017

3rd September Joshua George Wildsmith
17th September Finn David Faulconbridge
 Oscar James Dennis Collett
 Aidan Arthur Powell
23rd September Connor James George Scott

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

Hawkesley Church Sponsored
Walk was held on 9th September
with about 9 of us making the 4
mile journey from Hawkesley
Church to St. Nicolas’ Place via the
Birmingham & Worcester Canal,
Kings Norton Recreation Ground,
Kings Norton Park and the Nature
Reserve.

The walk started with a few spots
of rain and had turned into

monsoon conditions by the time
we were half way round. A
enjoyable walk nevertheless!

Thanks to everybody who walked
and contributed in so many ways.
The total amount raised was
£487.50, an amazing effort by
church members, family and
friends.

Kevin Hurney
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,  Fay
 Fearon, Ruth Howman,
 Parisa Pordelkhaki
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd
Place of Welcome Coordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Even in our more urban environment
in Kings Norton we are not far from
working farms and the glorious
Worcestershire countryside where
apples and pears swell in delectable
ripeness at this time of year.

We are not so dependent for food on
the seasons now. Fresh fruit and

vegetables are flown in from far
distant polytunnels for our
consumption. Strawberries appear for
the Christmas table. Who minds if they
taste like turnips? We enjoy fruit which
was un-growable here for centuries
without a hot house: oranges,
bananas, grapes, pineapples. Now we
can buy kumquats from China,
rambutans from Indonesia and sweet
citrus fruit from Israel all year round
amidst the native apples on display in
our local shops.

Apples grew wild in Britain in Neolithic
times, though the Romans brought
with them cultivated sweet varieties.
Our love of a good apple goes back
many centuries! As they sit on our
supermarket shelves they are a picture
of deliciousness “filled all fruit with
ripeness to the core”. Perfect shapes,
unblemished skins … or are they? Have
you wondered why your shop-bought
apples seem to last so long now? Then
why, when you cut into that perfect
apple, it is brown in the middle? In
nature, an apple decomposes from the
outside in, not the inside out. A

THE FRUITS OF HIS CREATION

Autumn, according to the poet Keats, is the “season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness”. It brings with it longer, dark nights but often
glorious golden days and an abundance of fruit. In church we have
recently celebrated Harvest Festival, the gathering in of the crops, as
students return to their studies and Advent and Christmas beckon.
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company in America, Dow Chemicals,
developed a chemical, a synthetic
produce quality enhancer (their
words!) 1-methylcyclopropene (1-MCP),
known as SmartFresh to apply to fruit
to prevent it from ripening.

Hmm. Dow Chemicals. Does the name
ring a bell? You may remember, back in
December 1984, there was a terrible
disaster in Madhya Pradesh, central
India, the Bhopal gas tragedy. It holds
still the dubious record of being the
world’s worst known industrial
disaster. The Union Carbide pesticide
plant in Bhopal leaked methyl
isocyanate. Over 500,000 people were
exposed to the highly toxic gas.

The death toll can only be estimated.
In 2006, the Indian government
confirmed 16,000 deaths, 558,125
injuries and 3,900 severely, permanent
disabling injuries. Dow Chemicals
bought Union Carbide in 1999. They
have argued ‘no culpability’ ever since
and, to date, almost no compensation

has been paid to often seriously
injured survivors.

Dow Chemicals are notoriously
secretive. They will not discuss
SmartFresh and its application to fruit.
It is applied in massive warehouses by
workers dressed more for a nuclear
facility than for handling under-ripe
fruit. The doors are sealed for 24
hours: no entry allowed, 1-MCP is so
toxic. It does not work on fruit which
has already ripened because it is
formulated to slow down the ripening
process. So that beautiful apple or
peach (so far it is not used on pears)
which sits for weeks or even months in
the supermarket and then in the fruit
bowl, is actually doused in a synthetic,
possibly harmful chemical.

It is legal and shops do not have to
declare it. We need to know more
about this product. One argument is
that it is necessary so that we can have
fruit all the year round. Is this true?
What do we know of its long term
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effects? Does an apple artificially
treated to live longer retain its Vitamin
C and antioxodant content?

What we can do:

1. Eat seasonally!

2. Whenever possible, buy organic fruit
and vegetables, or shop at Farmers’
Markets. The one held on Kings
Norton Green on the second Saturday
morning of each month has some top-
quality fruit and vegetable stalls, the
produce often pulled from the ground
or off the tree that morning.

3. Lobby governments. It is legal in 29
countries. Make the sellers declare

that the fruit has been treated with
SmartFresh.

4. Lobby governments to do much
more research into this chemical and
its application to fruit as soon as
possible.

We live in a wonderful part of the
country where we are loaded and
blessed with seasonal fruits and
vegetables. If we can, let’s enjoy them
seasonally, maybe learn to like some
we thought we didn’t, and avoid those
we suspect are too perfect. Oh! And
don’t forget. So far, you are always
safe with a pear!

Thelma Mitchell

A service of Holy Communion was held
at Moundesley Care Village to celebrate
harvest on Monday 2nd October.
Residents joined in singing harvest songs
and listening to a short reflection from 2
Corinthians  in which Saint Paul reminds
us how our generous God provides for us
in abundance. Thank you to the Revd
Jane Platt for providing the harvest fruits
and vegetable! Fay Fearon
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No More Missed Editions!

Subscribe To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out a subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once a
month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine
to you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our
three churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in
which case the annual cost is £20.

PARISH MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to subscribe to the Parish Magazine for 12 months starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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Sometime in the 1970s, the P&O
Liner S.S.Canberra was due to
complete a series of summer cruises
from the port of Southampton.
Among the passengers there would
often be celebrities, many of whom
were more than happy to entertain
the crew. One such lady was a well-
known radio and television actress
by the name of Miss Violet Carson.

As Chairman of the crew's Sports
and Social Club I met Miss Carson
and arranged for her to pay a visit to
the Pig & Whistle, our name for the
crew's bar and recreation room. She
asked me if we had a piano. I knew
of her reputation as a singer and a
pianist on the BBC and confirmed
that we had, although I warned her

that it was slightly out of tune. So,
one evening, she came down to
the crew's quarters and a "smoko"
was arranged. We rigged up a small

A Surprise Visitor
In which Eddie takes a soap star to The Pig & Whistle
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stage with a microphone and a
spotlight and Violet was introduced.
She looked very glamorous in her
long, green evening gown.

I explained to the audience that our
guest had been the pianist for the
late Wilfred Pickles (1904-1978), the
first Yorkshireman ever to have read
the news on the BBC Home Service
in a regional accent during the
Second World War and the host of
"Have a Go", a hugely popular radio
show which regularly attracted over
20 million listeners until it was taken
off the air in 1967 after a 21 year
run. Of course, a lot of the lads were
too young to remember the show,
but we had a great "sing song"
accompanied by our guest, who
lived up to her reputation as a very
good pianist.

Violet was well received and played
for about 30 minutes. She then
thanked everyone and said she was
going to "pop off for a bit" but would
return later to entertain us further.
Sure enough, half an hour later, she
returned and met me, as arranged,
outside the bar door. I opened it for
her and in walked … Ena Sharples
from Coronation Street! All around
the room, you could see the penny
drop.

She was wearing the old baggy coat

and the hairnet and was
completely in character. In that
unmistakeable voice, she told us to
be quiet, said she wanted "no
cheek" and asked "what sort of
pub" this was? Of course, we all
howled with laughter and the
younger crew knew exactly who
Violet Carson was now!

It was a memorable visit from a
charming lady and, we agreed, a
true star.

Eddie Matthews

Violet Helen Carson, OBE (1898 -
1983) was a British actress of radio
and television, a singer and a
pianist, who had a long and
celebrated career as an actress and
performer during the early days of
BBC radio. During the latter
decades of her life, she rose to
fame as the matronly gossip and
battle-axe Ena Sharples in the ITV
television soap opera Coronation
Street (1960-1980). One of her
fellow actors described her
character as “the most forbidding
face on the Street, a harridan in a
hair net with a surly expression
that could stop a grown man in his
tracks”!

Prior to this, since 1935 she had
worked for BBC Radio in
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

September 2017

Marriages & Blessings
2nd September Scott Anthony Freeman & Samantha Marie Room
23rd September Simon C.G. & Stacey V. Scott
23rd September Wayne Geoffrey Robinson & Kim Elizabeth Price
30th September Howard Anthony Malcolm & Jacqueline Elaine Brown
30th September James O’Connell & Roselin Lloyd

Manchester, singing a range of
material from comic musical hall
style songs to light operatic arias.
She began in a show called Songs at
the Piano and was a regular
performer in Children's Hour on the
BBC Home Service. Her extensive
radio career included a period as a

presenter and interviewer on
Woman's Hour for five years and
she acted in numerous radio
dramas. It was while recording a
children's programme in 1951 that
she first worked with Tony Warren,
who would later be the creator of
Coronation Street.

The
Back
Page

On our back page this month, a selection of photos taken at the recent
Bournville Scarecrow Festival (Bournville Village Green, 23rd September),
where the winning entry in the Community Groups category for the
second year running was won by St Nicolas’ Church Tiny Tots. Their
winsome Hairy Maclary scarecrow is featured top left. The annual
Scarecrow Festival is organised by the Busy Parents’ Network
(busyparentsnetwork.com).
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