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Your Parish Magazine, like everything else, is
having to change with the times. It has shrunk a
little, but it has no intention of going away. We
are still printing almost 400 copies a month and
are finding ways of ensuring that they reach
regular subscribers and casual readers alike. Our
advertisers should be pleased, especially since
the advent of online sales means that our
readership is potentially much wider.

There won’t be a ‘What’s On’ section for a while.
Until we can safely gather together outside our
homes again, our focus will shift to concentrate
on those activities which remain possible in this
unfamiliar, restricted world that we are having to
get used to. We’ve made a start with our report
on p.38 into how some local enthusiasts are
making the most of online communication to
keep friendship and learning alive. If you’re
involved in groups who are finding ways of staying
in touch despite the ‘lockdown’, do let us know.
We’d love to help you to publicise them.

And the church is still going strong too, though
not in its traditional form (see p.2). Sunday
services on YouTube, daily prayer on Facebook
and live bedtime stories for our biggest
congregation, the formidable Tiny Tots, are just
three of the ways we have found in which to
encourage and support each other through these
challenging times. There must be more stories to
tell. If you’ve got one, please send it our way.

The Editor



At the �me of wri�ng, the infec�on
rate for the Coronavirus or Covid 19
in the UK is s�ll rising and the
restric�ons placed upon our lives
are s�ll in force. By the �me this
magazine is published, it's possible
that we will know personally
someone who has been infected, or
we may even have been infected
ourselves. One of the most
distressing aspects of this virus is
the speed at which it is transmi�ed.

The current term used for this
widespread contagion is pandemic,
a word with its origins in classical
Greek: pan (all) demos (people). It
is indeed afflic�ng all people. It is
indifferent to class, ethnic
background, status, creed, gender
or age, though the elderly have
been the most vulnerable. Healthy
people are more likely to survive an
infec�on. This is true of many
diseases. Living a healthy life is
easier if one has a degree of
affluence which brings choice and
opportunity. For those living in our
less affluent communi�es poor
health is already an issue: life
expectancy is lower, the cheapest
food is chosen and there are fewer

op�ons for exercise and leisure.
Poverty is seriously bad for your
health. For billions of people living
today, poverty is a pandemic.

Plague is another word to describe
a pandemic. The word doesn’t
sound quite so medical or modern,
though. Rather, it has historical and
Biblical associa�ons. The word
'plague' evokes images of the Black
Death or bubonic plague, medieval

Pandemic or Plague?
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sounding and sinister. The plagues
in the Bible are seen as God’s
punishment and therefore a
judgement for treachery and
wickedness. The ‘wrath of God’ is a
concept which makes the modern,
post-Chris�an culture in which we
live feel uncomfortable.
Interes�ngly, when parts of the
world suffer widespread famines
or major natural catastrophes,
commentators o�en use the term
‘Biblical’ to try and describe the
scale of the tragedy they’re
repor�ng. One thing the Bible is
known for is its epic descrip�ons of
chaos and destruc�on.

Plague or pandemic, both words
evoke our deepest fears of being
arbitrarily struck down without
warning and without a reliable
cure. The restric�ons placed on our
movements heighten our sense of
dread and foreboding. ‘Social
distancing’ is a term we are ge�ng
used to and, in due course, it will be
added to our dic�onaries. In fact,
we are not distancing socially but
physically. We are finding plenty of
ways to be sociable during this
period of restric�on throughmeans
other than being in the same room
together. By complying with the
restric�ons we hope to minimise
the risk of infec�on while knowing
that the virus is an invisible,
microscopic organism which could
be on any surface we touch. We can

feel like the helpless prey of a
rampant predator.

The response by our Health and
Social care services has been
remarkable. Selfless and
professional, our medics, nurses
and carers have been at the
forefront of this emergency each
day. Other emergency services and
the army have played their part and
so have the hundreds of thousands
of willing volunteers who
responded to the call for helpers.
Chari�es and faith groups have had
to close their doors but have sought
new and crea�ve ways of staying in
touch and of offering their services.
Churches are closed but we are
being crea�ve in exploring new
ways of praying and of being the
church for each other and the
community.

Like all other plagues, this one will
run its course and either a reliable
vaccine will be found or our
immune systems will adapt. We will
have to face the social, economic
and health consequences of this
crisis. We must mourn our dead,
give thanks for those who recover
and thank God for our survival.

It will also be a �me to reflect upon
the cause and effects of Covid 19. If
its origins are found to lie in the
way in which human ac�vity
distorts nature (current theories
suggest it may have jumped species



from an animal to a human being)
then we have choices to make
about our rela�onship with the
natural world. But we already have
urgent choices to make regarding
human behaviour and the Earth
which we rely on to sustain us,
choices brought about by the
environmental crisis or pandemic
which we are living through. No
other species has been so effec�ve
at controlling the natural world but,
in the process, has treated it so
shamefully that we have lost all
harmony and balance.

Chris�ans believe that crea�on is
the ‘handiwork’ of a Creator God.
The Bible encourages us to regard
our human species as having a
unique place in the order of
crea�on and to use its blessings for
our flourishing. To persistently
misuse our privileged place in
crea�on has long term
consequences and threatens our
existence. Is it possible that,
through this crisis, we have an

opportunity to re-think our life
choices, including the way in which
we live with each other and
alongside nature?

Could the outbreak of praise and
gra�tude for our NHS and care
sector make us reassess our
complacency about our health and
how we care for the elderly? Will
the willingness of so many
volunteers to rally to the needs of
others help us to recover a deeper
sense of interdependency? Will the
experience of living a simpler
lifestyle for a few months help us to
reassess that lifestyle? Will the
efforts of those in authority across
the world to cooperate in
vresponse to this crisis herald a
new era of global coopera�on? If
they do, then the suffering of so
many may not have been totally in
vain.

6 May 2020

The Reverend Larry Wright
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A Virtual Book Group

Christine Adams floats the idea of

One night, well about 4.00 a.m, I
had a 'light bulb' moment that I
thought was a great idea. I had
been thinking for some time of
suggesting that we start a Book
Group in the parish. I am aware
that there are many avid readers
in Kings Norton and thought that
some of you might be interested.

I joined a Book Group about 10
years ago when I retired with the
aim of reading more and more
varied books. One of the
problems is that it is tempting to
read books written by authors
you feel comfortable with or
maybe one that a friend has
recommended. Maybe, like us,
you get tempted by the
bookshop displays, especially the
'Buy one get one half price' offers
that John and I always get
involved in.

Joining a book group has
encouraged me to read a wide
variety of ‘worthy’ books, topical

books, funny books, real life
stories and so on. As a child I was
a slow reader so didn’t really read
any of the traditional childhood
books, which I regret now. I also
wish those wonderful books by
David Walliams, JK Rowling and
the like had been around then. I
didn’t read any of the classics
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with the exception of Thomas
Hardy’s 'Tess of the
D’Urbervilles', which I really
loved. It brought me to tears at
the end.

I persuaded the group I joined to
include some classics every so
often and have now widened my
knowledge of classical authors to
include a love of Thomas Hardy,
Charles Dickens and even Leo
Tolstoy’s 'Anna Karenina', despite
the fact that it is over 800 pages
long.

One of the difficulties with Book
Groups is arranging dates and
venues to suit everyone and
home groups can limit numbers
of members.

That was when my light bulb
flashed on.Why not start a virtual
Book Group where members
communicate with each other via
email or written notes? I would
be happy to coordinate such a
group. You could express an
interest via email and those
without access to email could
leave a note for me in an
envelope at the Parish Office.
Members could suggest books
and we could decide on which
one to read next. People could

then send me their comments so
I could circulate them around the
group. It might also be possible
to arrange book loans or swaps
within the group.

No-one is going to be judging
anyone, checking if you have read
the book or commenting if you
haven’t expressed an opinion. I
have been known to turn up to
my group and join the discussion
having read only the synopsis and
a few reviews online. I know
that’s cheating but I still learn a
lot about the book and the
author. 'The Case of the
ExplodingMangoes' didn’t tempt
me to do any of that. After the
first chapter I had had enough!

If anyone thinks they might be
interested in being part of such a
venture, please email me at
mumdog@hotmail.com. This
may not be a great time to think
about it but we could plan to
start later in the year if anyone is
interested.

Happy reading everyone,
especially to all those in self-
isolation like me.

Christine Adams
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10-16
May

Christian Aid Week runs from
10th to 16th May this year.
Clearly this, like so many other
things, will be greatly altered by
the restrictions currently in
place. There will be no door to
door collections, and
supporters are asked not
arrange any fundraising
gatherings. There may be virtual
events nearer the time, but
nothing has been arranged yet
as circumstances are changing
so rapidly.

The theme of this year’s
campaign is climate change, and
the effect it is having on
communities in Kenya. The
campaign’s poster girl is Rose,
who comes from a rural village
in Kenya where droughts are
making it ever harder to find
sufficient water for living and
growing crops. One simple

project is helping communities
to build earth dams which
capture water when the rains
come.

There are no study or
devotional materials this year,
but there are plenty of Bible
passages to explore in which
water and wells are a central
element : Jesus meeting the
Samaritan woman at the well
[John 4]: the wells that are
central to the marriages of
Rebekah and Issac, Rachel and
Jacob [Genesis 24 and 29] and
the story ofMoses and Zipporah
[Exodus 2: 15-21]. If you want to
dig deeper, you might also do
some research into Kenya and
its peoples.v

The way in which we are
encouraged to give will be
different this year as there will
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be no envelopes or collection
buckets. We are encouraged to
donate online at
christianaid.org.uk or by phone
on 020 75 23 22 69. The posting
of cheques to Christian Aid
headquarters is discouraged as
most staff are working from
home. For details of how to pay
directly into the Christian Aid
account you can call 020 75 23 22
26. Payroll giving can be set up

on 020 75 23 20 46. If dropping
notes and coins into a bucket is
likely to be your only way of
giving then rest assured that the
buckets will come out of hiding
when restrictions are finally
lifted.

Sylvia Fox
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Foodbank News
The B30 Foodbank, along with
most of its Trussell Trust cousins,
has undergone a massive change
since the middle of March. Ini�ally,
it appeared that we were going to
have to close as our infrastructure
just wasn’t big enough to copewith
the exponen�ally increased
demand. With all referrals now
coming via phone or email, rather
than by a voucher given to a client,
the one phone line and one email
address were ge�ng absolutely
swamped. The two volunteer
managers covering these two roles
found themselves working well
over 12 hours a day, which is
clearly unsustainable, especially as
the clue is in the job descrip�on :
volunteer.

It wasn’t a case of drawing in more
volunteers, because social
distancing was becoming an issue
which needed to be addressed
very fast too. While the warehouse
had enough food, we were
stumped as to how we were to
con�nue receiving referrals and
meet our clients' needs. Our prime
target groups remain those in
financial crisis and people unable
to afford food. This is the charity
criterion of Trussell Trust
Foodbanks. It was almost

impossible to separate our clients
from those who were in isola�on
or could not get access to a
supermarket delivery.

Many agencies, NGOs and groups
of though�ul ci�zens have all tried
to set up ways of ensuring that no-
one goes without food. We are
now working in partnership with
several agencies and our deliveries
are being co-ordinated by a team in
Bournville Village Trust, using the
BVT drivers. At the �me of wri�ng,
we are making up pre-packed bags,
and ge�ng them to BVT twice a
week. The bags cannot be as
tailored as they were when each
client was seen face-to-face, but
we are doing our best.

The packing team is working from
the warehouse as the Co�eridge
Church is, like all other churches,
closed. The warehouse team is
working hard to restock the shelves
in between bagging sessions and
each team is very small to ensure
that social distancing is maintained
at all �mes.

In the background is the longer
term planning for next Christmas,
and the inevitable 'Dickens Effect'
giving which comes with that
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season. We are taking the lease
back on the old unit, in addi�on to
the 'new’ one, and can then move
the remaining stock out of our
temporary unit. This may all have
happened by the �me I write next
month.

I am also temporarily the
warehouse manager as my
colleague has had to step back for
a while. The learning curve has
resembled a ver�cal wall at �mes,
but the teams are very suppor�ve,
as have been The Revd Larry
Wright and the Parish Ministry
Team in Kings Norton. The two
weeks before Easter saw me at the
warehouse for many hours at a
�me.

Dona�ons can be put into the
collec�on bins in supermarkets
(including the Co-op on The Green.
Financial dona�ons can be given
via the B30 Foodbank website. The
collec�on bin in St Nicolas' Church
was cleared before the building
was closed and all food has been
brought out of Co�eridge Church
too.

Thank you for your ongoing
support.

Sylvia Fox
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A Place of Healthy Gathering

An Interview with Karen McDonald

Druids Heath Pharmacy

Pharmacies are in the news at the moment as a sector very much feeling
the effects of Covid 19. Offering vital provision whilst risking their personal
wellbeing during lockdown, pharmacy staff continue to serve customers
with regular medication and allay the fears of those generally anxious
about their health due to the pandemic.

Druids Heath Pharmacy offers a
particularly special service. Its
diminutive size and simple
appearance belie its value as one
of the estate’s fundamental
gathering spaces. I interviewed a
key staff member, Karen
McDonald, before the lockdown.
Karen shared her perspectives on
what makes this pharmacy
exceptional.

What’s the history of Druids
Heath pharmacy?

The pharmacy has been open for
thirty-five years but only moved
round to the back of Pound
Road twelve years ago. The
owner, Satish Jalota, had a
bigger store in the Pound Road
shops, housing a post office,

pharmacy and shop, selling
items like toiletries, toys and
school uniforms. When the post
office shut the shop felt big and
empty so Satish focused on the
dispensary andmoved round the
back, opposite the GP's surgery.
It’s an ideal location for local
people. We have a great
relationship with the surgery.
We’re in and out of each other’s
premises all the time.

What makes this pharmacy
special?

Regulars. It’s the regular faces
we see. The majority of our
customers are regular. They’re
mostly older people or children
who have ongoing health
conditions like asthma or
diabetes. Because we have such
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a closeworking relationshipwith
the GP's surgery, if we haven’t
seen one of our regulars for a
while, we check on their
wellbeing with the surgery.

We go out of our way to offer a
community service for our
customers. It’s not just a job for

us. Our customers are friends
and neighbours. They are people
I grew up with. Some of our
regulars are prescribed daily or
weekly methadone. I used to
judge people who had drug
addictions. However, I’ve got to
know people when they’ve
come into the pharmacy and I’ve
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heard their stories. Nearly all of
them have suffered childhood
abuse and experienced mental
and emotional pain. It’s shown
me that you can never judge
someone, you need to get to
know them as a human being
and hear their story. People who

come to us for methadone say
they feel accepted and treated
with respect. Sometimes I bump
into them in Sainsbury’s and we
have a catch up.

Personal Service. We provide a
very personal service. For
example, we take basic
shopping to a local older woman
who’s had a stroke: newspapers,
bread, milk. But she was good to
us, she used to bring us freshly-
baked mince pies on Christmas
Eve. Christmas is a special time in
the pharmacy. People come in
for a chat and we offer sweets
and chocolates.

Extra Services. Druids Heath
Pharmacy is still supplying blister
packs for medication, unlike the
national pharmacies. We also
offer free delivery whereas the
larger organisations now
charge. There is a high need for
both these services on the
estate and so we make more
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ongoing connection with local
people.

Community Gathering Space.
Customers don’t only connect
with us but with each other. For
example, the other day an older
man in his eighties held the door
open for another man. They
realised they knew each other
and it dawned on them that one
was the other’s best man at his
wedding forty years ago! And
they hadn’t seen each other for
decades. They swapped
telephone numbers so they
could see each other again.

What would be your dream for
the pharmacy, if money was no
object?

Sometimes, we are the only
contact for older people. It
would be great if we could
vextend our space and just have
some tables and chairs. We
could offer simple tea, coffee
and biscuits and give people
somewhere comfortable to stay
and chat with each other. Druids
Heath is like a ghost town
compared with whatit used to
be when Baverstock School was
open and we had the British
Legion Club here. There are
other things around like lunches
for people in Manningford Hall
and Bells Farm, but it was really

sad when the Legion closed
down.

Karen’s perspectives exemplify
the wonderful service our health
sector is providing and give us an
opportunity to reflect on the gift
of gathering. Whilst we mourn
the temporary loss of close
community, we are thankful for
the amazing ways in which our
society pulls together in crisis. We
pray that kindness, compassion
and neighbourliness prove to be a
farmore enduring contagion than
any virus.

The Revd Catherine Matlock

Rooms for Hire

Hawkesley Church

Large Room

Small Room

with access to a small kitchen

Hire both rooms for £15 per hour
Hire one room for £10 per hour

About 80 sq.m.

About 40 sq.m.

0121 459 5855

Recently refurbished, light, modern

The Pastoral Centre, corner of Shannon Rd
& Old Portway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR
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Seasonal tips from a green-fingered reader
in isolation

Poisonous Pods
and Chinese
Vegetables

I do hope you have been able to
take full advantage of the
permission we have been given
to take exercise once a day in the
open air. I have noticed a
flourishing of dog-walking in our
parks and children out of school
playing games with a couple of
teachers at our local junior
school. We have quite a number
of hospital doctors in the area
and the arrangement [under
which teachers are caring for the
children of key workers while the
schools are closed. Ed.]will enable
them to carry on with their
essential work at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital. All the
botanical gardens are closed and
the rare plant fair I mentioned
last month will, I am sure, be
cancelled.

It is great fun to check out the
front gardens of your neighbours
as you stroll along, to see the
rare, the unusual and the
downright strange on display.
Look through the gateway of one
garden and beyond the
impenetrable privet hedge. The
lawn is adorned with larger-than-
life fibreglass figures of snow
white and the seven dwarfs,
Bambi, Red Indians and a large
totem pole!

More to my taste is the row of
Nerium oleander planted in the
shelter of a wall at another
house. This is a strange place to
see a beautiful pink-flowered
shrub usually to be found thriving
in motorway service stations in
Italy and the South of France. Will
it flower in August? I must keep
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an eye on it. By the way, it has a
reputation for being poisonous,
even down to the smoke from a
bonfire of prunings!

While we are on the subject of
toxins, we come to our Garden
Tree of the Month. Laburnum
vossii. This small tree with silver-
grey leaves bears long chains of
yellow pea-like flowers in the
early summer. Vossii is the variety
to have as its flowers are more
plentiful than any other and it
bears very few seed pods . This is
a good thing as the seeds are said
to be poisonous However, be
assured that no one has died

from Laburnum poisoning for at
least one hundred years.

For those with an estate to
manage, the trees can be pruned
to form an archedwalkway which
can be a real picture in summer.
There is a very fine example of a
Laburnum walk at Bodnant
Gardens near Conway. You and I
may have tomanagewith a single
tree planted anywhere you like
and in any soil to thrive for many
years to come.

Our Plant of the Month is a
survivor from Victorian times and
can often be found in a damp

A Laburnum walkway
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corner of an old garden near the
site of a greenhouse or
conservatory now sadly
disappeared or in a state of ruin.
This colony of plants will look for
all the world like a moss but it is
not. It is a leafy plant. The leaves
are tiny and the pink flowers are
like pin-heads. How did it get
there?

The Victorians abhorred anything
naked-looking. The soil in their
terracotta pots of potted palms
needed to be covered and a few
sprigs of Helxine (or Mind your
own Business) planted there
would soon form a pretty
covering for the bare compost.
When the pot plant died, the old

compostwould be thrown onto a
flower bed but the Helxinewould
live on to surprise and charm us
today. Can we do anything with
the stuff? Well you could try the
plant pot trick but you will find
that it will flourish on the edge of
your water feature and if you
have been daring enough to
design a Japanese garden area
then it is a very good substitute
for moss, which is tricky. All this
plant asks is for some moisture
and freedom from most frosts.
There are green, silver-green and
gold-green varieties.

Here is a challenge for vegetable
growers. Try some Chinese
vegetables. These are starting to

Helxine in a Japanese garden
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Adam the Gardener

appear in Marks and Spencer and
can be found listed by good
seedsmen together with culture
hints. They are ideally suited to
raised beds and a netting cover
will discourage the wood
pigeons. Many of them seemwell
suited to stir-fry with sesame
seed oil and light soy sauce added
at the end. Use a high
temperature and do not
overcook. I was once presented
with Pak Choi which had been

boiled! This was in a Chinese
restaurant in New York and was a
very off-putting experience.

I do hope you have remained
Covid-19 free. Remember that
eating well, including fresh fruit
and veg, can at least help to
boost your immune system.

Take care!

Resources for those staying at home

Access the Coronavirus Covid-19 Community Support Directory online at
www.bvoices.uk/Coronavirus

If you are unable to find the help you need, call 0333 772 1931 for
assistance/referral

For advice: www.nhs.uk/conditons/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isola�on-
advice

To find ac�vi�es or support in your area visit www.r2wbirmingham.info

To download the Birmingham Directory of Community Assets visit
www.brumnns.wordpress.com/tag/asset-directory

To find out about goods and services to help you in Birmingham visit
www.birmingham.connectosupport.org

To find third sector organisa�ons in Birmingham visit www.bvsc.org/
directory

To find NHS services in Birmingham visit www.bhamcommunity.nhs.uk/
pa�ents-public/a-z-services
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The Church in the Parish

We are a Church of England Team Parish serving all in Kings Norton
through St Nicolas’ Parish Church, Hawkesley, in partnership with the

Methodist Church, and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

During the Covid-19 crisis, we have had to suspend all our usual ac�vi�es
including church services. That does not mean, however, that church has

ceased to be ac�ve. Many of our services have moved online.

Sunday worship from St Nicolas’ Church is now broadcast as a video on
the parish website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk/video). It is available from

early on Sunday morning and throughout the following week.

Sunday morning worship from Immanuel Church is streamed live on
Facebook at 10.30 am (facebook.com/Immanuel123Church).

The Tiny Tots Family Service is broadcast live on Facebook at 10.00 am
on Sunday morning (bit.ly/2K8KzTS). You can find daily stories and cra�s

for children on the same page.

Weekly prayers for Druids Heath and other occasional recordings appear
as podcasts on the parish website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk/audio).

You can join members of the Ministry Team for morning and evening
prayer daily on the parish Facebook page at 10.30 am and 5.45 pm

(www.facebook.com/kingsnortonteam).

As new ini�a�ves emerge, we will publish details on the parish website.

The Parish Magazine is now being sold online as a downloadable PDF
which can be read on computers, phones and tablets. Since local

distribu�on has become problema�c, we have decided to print fewer
copies, but all subscrip�ons will be honoured.
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The Parish Magazine on the Internet

Since April 2020, it has been possible to purchase the Parish
Magazine from the Parish Website for the same price as the
printed version. £1.50 buys you a digital copy which can be
read on any device capable of opening files in the popular

PDF format.

Since few of our local volunteers are able to deliver to your
door during the health emergency, we have switched to
postal deliveries for the �me being. If an edi�on for which
you have paid in advance fails to arrive, please let the Parish
Office know and we’ll send you another copy. If you prefer,
we can arrange for you to receive a digital copy instead.

We are looking for a way to offer automa�c online
subscrip�ons (rather than one-off downloads for which you
have to pay each �me) in the hope that an increasing number
of readers will wish to adopt the digital format, thus reducing

our prin�ng costs.
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Patrick Aherne was born in a
house on Monyhull Road, now
Monyhull Hall Road, in January
1901, some 15months before his
more celebrated brother. No
trace of the house now exists,
although it was one of the most
spectacular residences in the
area, called ‘The Pleasaunce’
(below). His father was to
become one of the area’s most
respected and successful
architects. He was called William

de Lacy Aherne, and his two sons
were also given the ‘de Lacy’
name.

While we know that his younger
brother Brian was prompted into
an acting career by his ambitious
and artistic mother Louise,
there’s no evidence of how Pat
found his way into the discipline,
though of course it’s also likely
that maternal coaxing was a
factor. Neither is there any evid-
ence that Pat’s early acting career
was in Birmingham, though that
must have been the case.
(Brother Brian had a signi�icant
career on the local stage from the
age of seven, including a period
with the Pilgrim Players group,
the predecessor of the Birming-
ham Rep).

When Michael Kennedy started his series of articles on interesting people
born in Kings Norton, some six years ago, one of his �irst tales was about
Hollywood �ilm star Brian Aherne. He had an older brother, also an actor,
who had a less successful �ilm career, but in some respects had an even
more interesting life.

Pat Aherne, Actor
Paving the way for his brother?



The Kings Norton Parish Magazine 25

Pat entered the �ilm business
around 1924 and embarked on a
prominent career in ‘the �licker-
ing silents’. It also seems to be the
case that, before then, Pat had
developed other skills: he had
become a successful boxer and
was also an enthusiastic motor-
cycle rider, a close friend of Brit-
ish champion Claude Temple. It
was logical that several of his
early �ilm roles were as the ar-
chetypal ‘action man’. In fact, one
of those, the 1926 �ilm ‘The Game
Chicken’, is often cited as the �irst
boxing movie. He played the part
of Joe Berks, a young street
�ighter.

His reviews were extremely
good. One �ilm reviewer said ‘He

plays his parts with subtlety and
economy, performances that are
highly praised, showing an aston-
ishingly powerful technique’. He
was considered to be one of the
best kissers in silent �ilms:
there’s a passionate still of him
showing his prowess with the
Russian actress Vera Voronina!

Pat’s career took a major upward
curve when he starred in the �ilm
‘Huntingtower’, based on the ad-
venture story by John Buchan.
Top billing was the much loved
Scottish music hall entertainer
Harry Lauder (‘Keep right on to
the end of the road’), though the
�ilm was silent. Sir Harry’s pres-
ence ensured the �ilm had an in-
ternational audience, and helped
Pat to attract the attention of
Hollywood, just like his younger
brother would do a few years
later.

As a result, boosted by another
appearance with Harry Lauder in
‘Auld Lang Syne’ (one of the earli-
est ‘talkies’), Pat was offered a
�ive year contract by RKO Pic-
tures as the 1930s dawned. All
seemed set fair for a high-pro�ile
career and Pat sailed for America
in 1932 on the White Star liner
Majestic, having allegedly been
promised a male lead in an MGM
�ilm.
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But for some reason, his career
stalled. Some sources suggest
that it may have been a problem
with his voice, caused by a hear-
ing problem. Several successful
silent �ilm actors had voices that
belied their appearance and dis-
mayed the �ilm-going public, and
Pat may have been one of them.

There’s also another possible
reason. Just the day before he
sailed, Pat had married the in-
creasingly successful Scottish
comedienne and actress Renée
Houston, who was topping the
bill in theatreswith her sister Bil-
lie. Renée once said of him: 'One
of the reasons I’m so fond of Pat
is because other women like him.
The fact that he’s so attractive to
womenmakes me take trouble to
keep him interested in me. I
couldn’t bother with a man who
only liked me and didn’t take any
notice of anyone else. I’d think
there was something wrong with
him!'

Possibly succumbing to new fam-
ily pressures, Pat cut short his
Hollywood career and returned
to Britain to support the Houston
sisters in their variety act. He
also made a few �ilms with Renée
and was actually her manager
from 1935 to 1940. Films were
no longer his primary driving

force, though he carried on in
minor roles including ‘Lost in the
Legion’ and the very popular ‘Re-
turn of Bulldog Drummond’, as a
charming British undercover
agent.

He took time to develop other in-
terests. He ran a prestige motor
car showroom in London’s Great
Portland Street, selling luxury
cars to his show-business
friends. It was easy for him: a col-
league said: ‘Pat has an easy go-
ing nature and has the
con�idence of many people.’
Somewhat mysteriously, he also
made regular �lights abroad to
such exotic Mediterranean des-
tinations as Tangiers. Hewas also
prominent in show business and
sporting circles, becoming a
close friend of Freddie Mills, who
was world light-heavyweight
champion from 1948 to 1950
and then became one of the early
TV ‘personalities’.

Pat was Renée’s second husband:
together they adopted two chil-
dren and had two sons of their
own. But the couple divorced in
1948, by which time Pat had
gone back to America. He re-
appeared in minor Hollywood
roles, including ‘On Green Dol-
phin Street’ in 1947 and ‘The
Court Jester’ in 1955. His charm
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continued to win him in�luential
friends: one of his closest associ-
ates was George Reeves, the �irst
‘Superman’, and Pat had several
other friends who were Holly-
wood movers and shakers. His
interest in motorcycling also saw
him building a lasting relation-
ship with a Mr. Harley and a Mr.
Davidson!

Pat’s last screen appearance was
in 1957, and from then on there’s
little trace of how he spent the
rest of his life. He died of cancer
on September 30, 1970 in Wood-
land Hills, Los Angeles. There are
a number of enigmas in his ca-

reer, and it is doubtful that they
will ever be resolved.

There are many pictures of Pat
on the website devoted to the life
and career his wife Renée, who
from the late 1950s became a
ubiquitous presence on British
TV and radio for some 20 years
and appeared in several light
comedy roles in �ilms. The web-
site is www.Renéehoustonsite-
.wordpress.com

Michael Kennedy
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It is hard to remember the
horror of the great �loods of only
a few weeks ago, which almost
scuppered my niece’s wedding
in Worcester and occupied our
minds and resources. Now an
even greater crisis grips not just
us, but the whole world.

One of my favourite books is the
mighty Italian classic The
Betrothed (I Promessi Sposi) by
Alessandro Manzoni. It is a
wonderfully written story of a
very young, poor, virtuous
couple whose wedding is
thwarted by a cruel prince. This
long story is often funny and
always poignant. One third of it
takes place during the great
plague centred in and around
Milan in about 1630. Those with
the plague were taken to the old
leper hospital outside the city
and nursed by survivors.
Throughout the book, amidst
the tragedy, runs a message of
courage and hope in extreme
adversity.

As I write this, we are
approaching our fourth week of
lockdown, which is also the
seventh in Italy. It happens to
have coincided with much
improved weather though it
does feel a bit like being under
house arrest for crimes not
committed!

The word quarantine comes
from the Latin quadraginta,
forty. In the 16th century
quarentyne was used to
describe the length of time a
widow might remain in her
husband’s house after his death,
as well as being a reference to
the period during which Jesus
fasted in the desert. Lent is forty
days long and the number forty
has a range of biblical and
culturaI associations. It is no
wonder that people suspected
of being contagious were
isolated from society for forty
days.

Together Apart
A personal reflection in time of crisis
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We might wish that this Lenten
isolation would be only forty
days long but it may last longer.
We were not expecting this
extended level of self-sacri�ice.
Isolation is counter-intuitive to
most human beings who are
predominantly pack animals
with a need to be together. Our
Lenten waiting has included
other unwanted dimensions,
anxiety and fear, isolation and
restriction. Our new mantra is
stay calm, stay apart, stay safe.
We’ve learnt new terms like
'social distancing' and 'self-
isolation', that is, self-imposed
isolation. It already seems odd
to see people standing so close
together on television

programmes made before the
outbreak.

The world truly became a global
city, with an aggressive, fatal,
virulence binding us together.
We used to smile patronisingly
at those folks abroad who
always wore face masks when
outdoors. You can’t see if we’re
smiling now behind our own.

Covid-19 has brought out the
best and sometimes the worst in
society. Digging deep into our
God-given inner resources, it is
staggering how quickly and well
society can re-organise things
when we need to. Grocery shops
with the space to do so have
painted lines two metres apart
for customer queuing control.
When taking our permitted
daily walk we see others doing
the same who keep their
distance, holding back. For so
many of us, not being able to be
with loved ones is very hard but
modern technology means that
we can keep in touch by email,
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
WhatsApp, Skype, Zoom,
Houseparty, Facetime and, of
course, the telephone. I have
been grateful for online
shopping, though at 6.00 am one



30 May 2020

day last month, I was 11,500th in
the queue for grocery orders for
a home delivery!

There can be creativity at a time
of crisis: gardening, those pesky
jobs round the house waiting to
be done, art projects, music,
sorting out all those photos
snapped at will on our phones,
writing. A journal written in
these dark days may be most
illuminating in years to come.
Then there is reading. I give you
tsundoku, a Japanese term for a
pile of books waiting to be read.
How many of us have one of
these? If you are occupying
children, of course, the pressure
is somewhat different and our
hearts go out to you. Home
schooling has become the norm
and students worry about
examinations not taken.

Amidst the tragedy and fear, our
sense of humour can help us
through. There have been some
hilarious laugh-out-loud
'memes' shared online. In Italy,
they have sung opera from their
balconies with neighbours.
Some run half marathons or
follow exercise regimes in
con�ined spaces. We’ve clapped
and hooted out of the windows

on Thursdays at 8.00 pm for our
NHS workers and all the carers
and support services. These
have been surprisingly
emotional moments. We’ve lit a
candle in the window on Sunday
at 7.00 pm for our hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ and in 'our
Godwho is a very present refuge
in times of trouble {so} we will
not fear in times of trouble'.
(Psalm 46:1)

For many of us, this time is a
major inconvenience, a
nuisance. We have cancelled
holidays and for some, current
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wedding plans. It is hard for
Christians who are not able to
worship together, though we are
grateful for online resources and
pre-recorded or streamed
church services. For some,
though, it is a matter life and
death. Attendance at funerals is
not permitted. A dear friend of
mine in Kendal died last week of
the virus. Her family and her
husband of 58 years are not
allowed to be there for her
cremation, a heartbreak.

But most of those reading this
are not homeless, though some
may be rather cramped with
everyone at home and no
garden. We’re not desperately
surviving in dangerous refugee
camps or living through the
endless, endless years of
bombing of Syrian cities. Then
there are the small businesses
and those who are on zero-hour
contracts with hard-hearted
CEO’s, both with no money
coming in and families to feed.
Foodbanks are struggling to
keep up with demand. The
future may include businesses
which will not re-open and, for
some, the loss of habits like
going to church.

If you want something to occupy
these often long days I can
recommend The Betrothed. The
translation in the Penguin
edition is by far the best. At the
moment you will need to buy it
online. If you want to avoid that
huge global company try The
Hive Bookshop: www.hive.co.uk.
For now, I am not going out and
you may be relieved to know, I
am resisting the urge to lean out
of the window singing Nessun
Dorma or Cake by the Ocean. I do
worry that I will emerge with
bushy, unkempt hair down to
my knees, and claws for nails. I
wonder, in the near future, when
we re�lect on these momentous
and surprising times, what we
will remember, what we will
have learned.

Let us always keep to the
forefront of our minds, that
Christians are an Easter people,
a people of faith and hope! In the
words of Romans 15:13, 'May
the God of hope �ill us with all
joy and peace in believing, so
that by the power of the Holy
Spirit we may abound in hope'.

Thelma Mitchell
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Locked Down
The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

As I write this we are in lockdown, a situa�on
which none of us could have envisaged and
which is proving challenging for everyone.

One of the posi�ves for me is my garden. I
feel very privileged to have a garden and to
be able to spend �me outside. I enjoy
working in the garden and, as it's quite big,
there is lots to do. But I also enjoy si�ng and
watching. Bird life and bird song seem to
much more prevalent at the moment; or is it
just that, with less noise and more �me, I’m
actually able to witness it more, to be more
observant and aware of it? I’ve also set up a
chair inside my pa�o doors so that I can
watch them from inside too without being
interrupted by the dog. Today there was
even a heron si�ng on the top of a
neighbour’s tree.

Another posi�ve for me is technology, being
able to keep in touch using phone,
WhatsApp, Facebook, Skype, Zoom andmany
more; even good old-fashioned mail. I’ve
learnt new skills and revisited some I’d
forgo�en about, like audio recording. I can
remember, as a child, recording on reel-to-
reel tapes that were then sent in the post,
especially overseas or to my blind uncle. In
fact, I was reminded of this only recently
when my nephew sent me a CD. On that CD
he had downloaded a reel-to-reel recording

of my brother singing
when he was posted to
Malaya in the late 1950s.
It’s a wonderful
recording of skiffle songs
and messages home. But
I digress.

I wonder what skills you
have learnt or revisited
during the lockdown? I
know lots of people are
baking, cycling,
gardening and sewing. I
hope you have managed
to keep in touch and
maybe to do some of
those things on the ‘one-
day-when-I-have-�me’
list.

I also wonder what our
abiding memory of this
�me will be. Standing on
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our doorsteps to clap the NHS has
been really emo�onal, seeing so
many people making the effort to
say 'thank you'. Who knewwe’d be
standing outside with saucepans
and spoons? Perhaps it is the
wonderful rainbows that keep
appearing in people’s windows.

I think it is fascina�ng that God’s
promise to Noah, the rainbow in
the sky, has become the symbol of
hope during this �me of crisis, a
�me when faith is needed more
than ever and when people are
using the language of faith in their
conversa�ons much more.

I hope that your memories are
posi�ve ones and that this crisis
has not touched you and your
loved ones personally. If it has,
then I send my love and my prayers
to you, as I know the rest of the
Ministry Team here will. Please
remember that we are s�ll here to
pray for and to support you all, just
in a slightly different way at the
moment. I look forward to the
�me when we can all be together
in the more usual way. Un�l then,
stay safe and stay well.

Pauline Weaver



34 May 2020

Other than the holiday fortnight,
Chris�an Fes�vals and Bank
Holiday Mondays, the week’s
rou�ne followed a pa�ern that
rarely changed.

Weekdays

Monday was dominated by the
need to a�ack the week’s washing.
The procedure took all day. Clothes
were gathered and loaded into a
galvanised tub, hot water and soap
flakes were added and the whole

lot pounded using a wooden
‘dolly’. The water had to be heated
in ke�les or larger containers on a
conven�onal gas stove, and a�er
treatment the washing had to have
the soap removed by swilling with
clean water. The remaining
wetness was then squeezed out
using a manual mangle (bo�om
le�), excess water being collected
in a galvanised bath. Any seriously
dirty clothes had to be scrubbed
and pre-rubbed using a scrubbing
brush and washboard. When the
weather was fine (and even when
it wasn’t!), Mother used to do all
this in the yard, in the space
between the back door, the shed
and the coal bunker.

Next, the garments had to be
ironed. No electricity here: small
heavy smooth-based cast irons
were heated on the gas stove to

‘Philofax’ is one of Kings Norton’s longest established residents,
whose family moved into the area in 1934, when he was four years
old. Here is the second of a series of reminiscences about his Kings
Norton childhood, this �me focusing on daily family life before the
Second World War.

Daily Life in Kings Norton

Between TheWars
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the ‘right’ temperature, a level of
heat that only spi�ng and years of
know-how could achieve, and
resulted in many a burn for the
inexperienced. The cast iron
handle had heat conducted to it,
so had to be gripped with an
asbestos cloth. Two irons or more
were used in strict rota�on from
the gas stove, as the iron did not
maintain its op�mum temperature
for very long.

Mother’s Mondays were
extremely �ring, so the evening
meal was normally made using
cold le�-overs from the Sunday
joint (see below). Some�mes there
were s�ll le�-overs for Tuesday,
perhaps to make co�age or
shepherd’s pies. Other evening
meals during the week tended to
be sausages and mash; liver and
onions; and beans, cheese or
poached egg on toast. Extra bread
and bu�er was used to bulk up the
meal. 'A�ers' (desserts) were rice

or sago pudding, fruit, mainly
apples, plums and damsons, and
custard, or trifles of sponge
fingers, fruit, cream and custard.

Porridge, some�mes Kellogg’s
Corn Flakes and toast with jam or
marmalade, were the main items
on the breakfast menu.
Sandwiches (of Marmite, fish-
paste, sandwich spread, cheese
and pickle, and jam), salad and
cakes were used for the other meal
breaks. Most fruits, salad
ingredients and root vegetables
were home-grown; very few exo�c
items were known about, let alone
affordable. Oranges and bananas
were the only excep�ons.

Friday was dis�nc�ve, because it
was always fish day, a combina�on
of long established religious
tradi�on and the unchanging
Bri�sh love affair with fish‘n’chips.

The weekend

Saturday was assumed to be a day
for the family, to rest and
recuperate a�er a five or five and a
half day week. But actually, at least
for many less enlightened families,
it was only a day of rest for the
man of the house, the
breadwinner. Wives were not
really accepted into the leisure
ac�vi�es that most of their
husbands used: the pub and
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football. The football ground was
her husband’s main relaxa�on;
professional matches were all
played pre-war at 3 pm on
Saturday, preceded, and usually
followed by, visits to the pub.

Other leisure op�ons were the
cinema, known universally as 'the
pictures', and local theatre,
especially variety theatre. There
were few cars, so places of
entertainment had to be nearby or
accessible by bus. Cinemas were
everywhere and normally packed,
as entry was cheap with long
queues wai�ng for opening. Kings
Norton had its own picture house
on The Green (top right). Now
demolished, it stood where
Grosvenor Court stands today.

Programmes consisted of two
films, the ‘A’ and ‘B’ features, and a
newsreel. Ice creams were sold by
the ushere�es, with nearby
sweetshops also doing a healthy
trade. Smoking in all venues was
accepted without thought as a
natural part of the environment,
despite the fact that it created an
acrid fug and could even obscure
visibility. All performances ended
with the Na�onal Anthem, which
invariably saw the whole audience
standing.

Sunday was a day for going to
church, visi�ng rela�ves or doing
nothing at all. Before the war some
people though it was a sin to do
anything at all that required effort,
including sports and even kni�ng
or sewing.

The focal point was the Sunday
dinner, the big meal of the week.
Usually taking place around 1 pm,
it normally included roast beef,
lamb or chicken with just two veg,
one of which was always potatoes.

Drinks and ‘treats’

Generally, tea was the drink of
choice for grown-ups, with milk
more usual for children. There was
coffee, not instant or ground
coffee beans, but a syrupy coffee-
flavoured thick liquid called ‘Camp’
that had first to be diluted with hot
water, then sugar andmilk to taste.
It was sold in bo�les and
mysteriously described as ‘coffee
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with chicory’, then an unknown
ingredient!

Ice cream was very popular. It was
not sold in large cartons because
home fridges were rare, but more
usually from ice cream carts.
Pedalled around the streets, with a
bicycle bell, these were the
predecessors of the ubiquitous
vans and their jingles. There was
compe��on around the streets of
Kings Norton between two
manufacturers, Walls and Midland
Coun�es.

A range of so� drinks were
available with names like cream
soda, dandelion & burdock and
ginger beer. Many families had a
box of four different bo�les of
'pop’ delivered each week by the

Corona drinks delivery man, who
collected emp�es at the end of the
week as he brought a new box.

Most dads drank beer. A local
company called Davenports coined
the phrase ‘Beer at home’ and
pioneered home delivery on a
regular basis. All pubs were
licensed premises, open only at
specific �mes, and no-one under
18 was admi�ed. Local pubs, such
as The Naviga�on on Wharf Road,
had an ‘off licence’, a counter at
the back of the pub where beer in
bo�les or jugs (bring your own)
could be bought. Youngsters could
buy, but only on the understanding
that it was to take home to their
parents!

Philofax
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Regular readers will have no�ced
that our 14-page ‘Whats on in Kings
Norton’ sec�on, a regular monthly
feature since February 2017, does
not appear in this edi�on. It is
unlikely to return before the Covid-
19 crisis has been resolved.

That does not mean that life has
come to a stands�ll, however. Many
local groups are finding ways to
con�nue their ac�vi�es in other
ways, o�en using the internet to
make communica�on possible.
People of all ages are discovering
new skills and a growing confidence
in the use of online communica�on
tools including the hugely popular
Zoom (photo, opposite page),
which allows groups of up to 100
people at a �me to meet face to
face using the cameras and
microphones which are now built in
to most phones, tablets and
computers.

Several groups in the local area
responded quickly to the challenge
of the lockdown by developing
ac�vi�es online.

Two of them are groups involving
Gemma Harris, who recently
became an Assistant Lay Minister at
St Nicolas’ Church. She is half
Spanish, and runs a business
teaching the language to children.

Within days of the lockdown she
had set up a weekly online mee�ng
for her clients, at the same �me as
the face-to-face sessions which take
place under normal circumstances
on Wednesdays at 1.00 pm. If any
adult reader wants to prac�se their
spoken Spanish and is interested in
joining the group, email
spanishgemma@gmail.com.

Gemma also plays a leading role in
the Monday a�ernoon ‘Bumps and
Babies’ sessions which usually meet
at St Nicolas’ Church every week,
for children from 0 to 2 years and
their parents or carers. For the past
3 years, she has run a weekly baby
and toddler Spanish Songs class in
Kings Heath Park. She knows how
important con�nuing some
semblance of normality is for the
children and their parents. To make
up in some way for the enforced
closure of these events, she has set
up a babies’ class weekly online
called ‘Spanish Songs for Babies’
using Zoom. More informa�on is
available at www.hoop.co.uk/
spanishgemma.

Gemma misses seeing the children
in person but says ‘Keeping the
classes going has been received
with enthusiasm and I have enjoyed
learning something new and seeing
the children again.’

Defying Lockdown
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Meanwhile, many of the groups
that are part of the Kings Norton &
District U3A (University of the Third
Age) are con�nuing their ac�vi�es
online, showing quite an ap�tude
for using the latest communica�ons
technology.

The Birdwatching group has set up
a closed WhatsApp group to
exchange news of the latest
sigh�ngs, while the Flower
Arranging group is swapping
designs online. The Exploring
World Faiths group is exchanging
DVDs and having discussions on
Zoom, while members of the Play
Reading group are also using Zoom
to read plays and books together.
The German, French and Spanish
language groups are all
communica�ng by email. The use of
English is banned!

Also within the U3A, the ‘Quizzicals’
quizzing group has arranged online
real-�me quizzes and members are
exchanging ques�ons every day.
Amongst other U3A ini�a�ves, the
Bridge group is having a weekly
bidding quiz, while the Family
History group is exchanging
spreadsheets of ancestors and
rela�ves online. The History of
Philosophy group is co-ordina�ng
the watching of philosophy
programmes and films, followed by
on-line discussion.

If you know of a group which is
using innova�ve methods to keep
its members in touch with each
other during the lockdown, we’d
love to hear about it and to make its
ac�vi�es be�er known among our
readers. Just drop the Editor a line.
If you’re lucky, he may even invite
you to tell him about it on Zoom!
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Party Time at Sea!
Regular readers will know that Eddie has no �me for the
pompous and the self-important and is not averse to
sharing a joke at their expense. Here’s another fine example.

I am going back in �me to the
maiden voyage of the P&O liner the
S.S. Canberra in June 1961. The
memories I am about to recall relate
to humorous events which s�ll make
me chuckle. I do hope that, in these
troubled �mes, they will cheer you
up as well.

Our ship le� Southampton on 2nd
June. When she finally arrived in
Australian waters at the end of that

month, a series of cocktail
recep�ons was laid on in each port
of call for as many as 200 guests at a
�me, many of them local dignitaries,
travel agents and the like.

On 29th June, Canberra berthed at
Sydney, where a party was
organised. The gathering took place
in the First Class passenger lounge.
A finger buffet was laid out and a big
selec�on of nibbles was presented.
To complete the show, we provided
an ice carving of a swan as a centre
piece together with a delicious
display of pastries and cakes.

There was also a second centre
piece, a small model of a church
made out of icing sugar. It had �ny
windows with lights that shone
through. This eye-catching item was
the work of our very skilled Swiss
Pastry Chef, an amicable chap called
Charlie.

The Chief Baker, a Mr Greengross*,
would appear in an immaculate
chef’s uniform at these events
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complete with tall, white chef’s cap
and would help to serve the sweet
buffet. There would be lots of ‘oohs
and aahs’ from the ladies at the sight
of the beau�ful icing sugar church.
However, our Chief Baker was not
popular with the crew. The
restaurant stewards in par�cular
were very outspoken about him. He
could apparently be very nasty as he
stood at the bakery hatch when
meals were being served. If anyone
spoke out of turn or made a mistake
in collec�ng sweet items, Mr
Greengross was ready with a large
piping bag of cream, ready to open
fire!

So, back to the party and the buffet.
The func�on was nearing its end and
our Chief Baker stood talking
amicably to some of the guests.
When he was absorbed in
conversa�on and his back was
turned, one of the stewards walked
swi�ly past his table. He brought his

silver tray de�ly down onto the li�le
model church, crushing it to pieces,
and le� as quickly as he had arrived.
WhenMr Greengross turned around
to iden�fy the source of the noise,
he saw that his prize exhibit had
been destroyed and let out a mighty
bellow. He had to be ushered away
from the room in a state of agita�on
as he appeared to be about to
explode!

Of course, we all had to keep a
straight face, which was difficult.
When Charlie the Pastry Chef heard
about the incident later, he was not
really upset and smiled behind Mr
Greengross’s back. As for me, I have
to say that I did not like themanwith
his a�tude and his pompous ways.

(*His name has been changed to
protect his iden�ty).

Eddie Matthews
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the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.
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of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submi�ed
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish
website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alterna�vely, please ask ques�ons at the Parish

Office, which remains open between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk 0121 458 3289 www.facebook.com/

KingsNortonTeam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Curate (Pioneer) The Revd Catherine Matlock
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister The Revd Nick Jones
Readers David Ash, Fay Fearon,

Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki
Lay Preacher Steve Wright
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Peter Hay & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facili�es Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcro�



43 May 2020



The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Affinity Publisher and printed by Posi�ve
Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454 www.posi�ve-print.co.uk Email: sales@posi�ve-print.co.uk


