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2 Front page photo: Autumn colour at Winterbourne Gardens in Edgbaston.
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In the San Fernando Valley in California, a mere five
hour drive south of the scene of Eddie Matthews'
adventure this month (p.44) there is a ranch called
The Gentle Barn. It is a sanctuary for animals rescued
from severe abuse and neglect who are too old, sick,
lame, or scared to be adopted into homes.

As they recover, they don't just find a new freedom
but they discover a new purpose; for the owners of
the Gentle Barn have found that, once rehabilitated,
the animals are able to give new hope and
inspiration to children who have been through
abusive experiences of their own. Their young
visitors are invited to hug the cows, give the pigs
tummy rubs, cuddle the turkeys, feed the horses,
hold the chickens.  As they do so, they learn and
draw strength from the animals' stories of resilience,
finding healing in their encounters with the
neglected and unloved of other species.

Ellie and Jay, the founders, write, "We live in a
concrete, violent, noisy, high tech, busy world. We
have lost our connection to animals, to nature, and
most of all, to ourselves." They believe that part of
the answer to our world's ills lies in teaching children
reverence for all life. "We stand up for the innocent,
and we help animals and children alike remember
that they matter."

The New Testament’s Letter to the Hebrews tells us
that God in Christ deals gently with us out of
empathy, because he has experienced our human
suffering. Let us, in turn, deal gently with His creation.

www.gentlebarn.org

The Editor
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From the Rector
Animal Charm
A colleague recently acquired a new
pet dog. It has become quite the centre
of attention and a cause for much
conversation. When walking in the
park or along the canal I notice that,
while solitary walkers rarely speak to
strangers, those walking with dogs
regularly exchange greetings and their
dogs are a reason for a doggy
conversational exchange. We care
about our pets and enjoy the
connection they provide with other pet
owners.

Animal welfare charities are among the
most well supported. Stories of serious
animal cruelty shock and offend us and
are perceived as similar to child abuse;
an act of unconscionable cruelty
towards the innocent by those who
should be protecting and caring for
them. Yet, our animal sensibilities are
a comparatively modern attitude.

The oldest animal welfare charity is the
RSPCA, founded in 1824. The
emergence of the RSPCA has its roots
in the intellectual climate of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth
century in Britain where opposing
views were exchanged in print
concerning the use of animals. The
harsh use and maltreatment of animals

in hauling carriages, scientific
experiments (including vivisection),
and cultural amusements of fox-
hunting, bull-baiting and cock-
fighting were among some of the
matters that were debated by social
reformers, clergy, and MPs.  Earlier
attempts to get legislation passed in
parliament (1800 and 1809) were
unsuccessful. Speakers in favour of
reform gave speeches which
combined the vocabulary of animal
rights and trusteeship with a
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theological appeal to Biblical passages
opposing cruelty.

In 1822, Richard Martin M.P. headed
up an anti-cruelty to cattle bill
(sometimes called Martin's Act) which
was successful and became law.
Martin's Act was supported by various
social reformers who were not
parliamentarians and an informal
network had gathered around the
efforts of the Reverend Arthur Broome
(1779-1837) to create a voluntary
organisation that would promote
kindness toward animals. Broome was
appointed as the society's first
honorary secretary, thus was born the
(R)SPCA. The “Royal” was added much

later.  Among those who supported
these reforms were many anti-
slavery campaigners and others
promoting social reforms in various
aspects of British society. There is an
interesting announcement placed in
various newspapers about this time
attributed to the Reverend Broome
which, despite its rather archaic
wording, captures the spirit of the
animal reformers’ passion:

“An Individual who feels for the
sufferings of the Brute Species, and
laments, in common with every
benevolent mind, the wanton
cruelties which are so frequently
committed with impunity on this
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unoffending part of God's Creation,
earnestly appeals to the Public in their
behalf. He suggests the formation of a
Society by whose united exertions
some check may, if possible, be
applied to an evil, the toleration of
which is equally repugnant to the
dictates of humanity and to the spirit
and precepts of the Christian religion.
Persons whose sentiments accord with
those of the Writer, on this subject,
and who are willing to promote the
object he recommends, are requested
to address a few lines…”

We have become accustomed to the
idea that the language of human
rights and animal rights share a similar
moral and legal status. Animal rights
are a rallying point for the protection
and proper (humane) treatment of
animals. Yet, animal rights activists
have often taken extreme, even
violent, action against those involved
in legal animal experimentation or
factory farming methods. Moderate
animal rights campaigners were
behind the fox hunting ban in England,
reforms to farming and better abattoir
practices. The moderates  continue to
educate, cajole and coax us to greater
awareness of the exploitation and
abuse of animals for dubious past
times and the voracious demands of
modern food processing.

It seems that the affection we have for
our pets is linked to their charming
nature and their ability to enrich our
emotional life by their presence,
whereas our relationship with the
animals whom we regard as being at
our disposal for leisure and eating is
far more ambiguous. Current trends
towards healthier eating (meat-free
Mondays, meat alternatives,
vegetarianism and veganism) are
often couched in terms of animal care
as well as of our own health. Likewise,
sporting events using animals are
more strictly regulated than ever,
though the struggle to end bull
fighting in parts of Europe and South
America is indicative of the fact that
there are intransigent cultural and
historical factors preventing reform.

The major world religions are
generally against cruelty in all its
forms and compassion is a guiding
virtue for the committed believer. Just
as it has been said that the measure of
a nation’s degree of civilisation can be
measured by the treatment of its poor
and destitute, maybe we should add
the way in which we treat the sentient
creatures around us as a further
indication of our national moral and
spiritual well-being.

Revd Larry Wright

Sunday 8th October has been designated Animal Welfare Sunday. It is sponsored by  The
Anglican Society For The Welfare Of Animals. Find out more at www.aswa.org.uk. Editor.
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The effort to raise a massive £70,000 to
repair part of the roof of St Nicolas’
Church has already seen two significant
events: Kings Norton's first Donkey
Derby during the August Bank Holiday
and a very special, well-attended
Afternoon Tea in church on Saturday 9th

September which raised £400 (see
photos on opposite page). It's a start,
and thanks are due to those who
supported the event.

The involvement of local people in
fundraising events is going to be just as
important in achieving our target as
appeals for grants and donations to
relevant organisations, which is also well
under way. Each month this magazine
will list events that are coming up to
help raise funds. Let's make the most of
them. Please attend yourself and tell as
many friends and family as you can.

Remember, restoring the roof will not
only help protect the church and all
those who use it, but will also enable a
major new community initiative: the
creation of Kings Norton's first Toy
Library! There's already an exciting
programme of musical events:

On Saturday 14 October at 7.30 pm, a
concert by Eroica Camerata including
works by Mozart and Schubert;

On Saturday 2 December at 7.30 pm, the
Wolverhampton Brass Band will present
a concert;

On Saturday 16 December in the early
evening, the Bournville Young Voices
group will be the attraction.

Tickets for each of these events can be
bought from the Parish Office in Saint
Nicolas’ Place, or you can pay on the
night. Watch the church noticeboard by
the Lych Gate, and check on the poster
displays at Saint Nicolas’ Place for future
fundraising events.

If you'd like to donate to the Appeal
more directly, specific Pledge Cards are
available from the Church Roof Appeal
display that is located immediately
inside the church. There are also
collection buckets, which are destined
to become a familiar site as the Appeal
progresses.

Donations can also be made through our
page on the 'Just Giving' website on
www.justgiving.com/knpcc. Please join
us wherever and whenever you can.

Remember, you'll not only be helping to
preserve Kings Norton's greatest icon,
but to support a potentially vital facility
for local people, the St Nicolas’ Toy
Library. It must be worth it!

If you'd like to play a more active role in
the fundraising effort, or have any ideas
for events, please contact our
Churchwarden Julie Hill (pictured top
right opposite) at the Parish Office.

Fundraising Update
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Kings Norton
Rotary Club

Your local Rotary Club has been
around since 1955. Our area of
activity includes Kings Heath and
we now meet there most weeks
although we have, in the past, met
at venues in Kings Norton. You
may have spotted us in our
Treasure Island gazebo at the
Kings Norton Festival in July
where we raised £100.00 for
Acorns Children's Hospice.

Our big event coming up on 24th
October is our annual Civic Day
when we will be honoured by the
attendance of the Lord Mayor of
Birmingham. This is always a very
enjoyable occasion.

Fellowship meetings are held on
most Tuesdays at 12.45 for 1.00 pm
at Kings Heath Cricket and Sports
Club at 247 Alcester Road South.
Visitors are very welcome but
please contact us the previous day
to arrange catering. Join us for
lunch to enjoy our fellowship and

find out about our activities.
Contact Colin Guy on 0121 444
2020 or email colinguy1930
@yahoo.co.uk.

Further information about Rotary
is available at www. rotarygbi.org.

Introducing
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Beware! Telephone Thieves!
We were recently concerned to hear from a regular reader of this magazine
about an attempt to intimidate him into divulging his tax and banking details
over the phone. This type of crime is becoming more common and we print his
story here to help you to ensure that you don’t become an unwitting victim.

A local pensioner answered the phone on
an evening in early September. The caller
purported to be from the Inland Revenue
and claimed that the pensioner was in tax
arrears. He was told that, if he didn't pay
up immediately, he would be served with
an arrest warrant, which had already been
written out ready to be issued. This
aggressive warning was obviously
designed to cause panic and confusion.

Fortunately, the recipient of the call was
clear-headed enough to realise that he
was at risk of becoming the victim of an
attempted scam. He calmly took the man's
name and put the phone down.

The next morning, on family advice, he
rang both the tax office and his pension
provider. They confirmed that the whole
thing was, indeed, a scam and gave him a
police phone number to call.

It sounds obvious, but it’s worth repeating.
Never give out your personal details over
the phone to anyone who calls you,
whether or not they sound trustworthy or
authentic and whether or not they can
prove that they are already in possession
of information about you.

If you need to check that your financial
affairs are in order, you should be the
person making the phone call and you
should ring only the published number of
the organisation you wish to speak to. If
you cannot do it yourself, ask a trusted
friend or family member to call for you. It
is far better to endure endless telephone
queues and button-pressing options than
to awake to the realisation that you have
given a stranger the details they need to
empty your bank account!
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Taking It In Turns

I mentioned briefly last month that
we have a new dog. She is an
eighteen month old Border Collie
called Ginny. She is a rescue dog and
all we know about her is that she is
an unclaimed stray from Galway.
Adopting a rescue dog means that
you don't really know what you are
getting so there is a leap of faith and
a commitment to work it out
together come what may.

She has settled in very well. To start
with she was timid, underweight and
her coat was in a poor condition.
None of that lasted long and at the
moment she is curled up asleep next
to me on the sofa, spoilt already!

So when it came to our recent parish
camping trip to Bewdley I decided to
take her with me. We'd already
camped with her once so I knew that
side of it would be OK but I was a
little apprehensive about how she
would be with the children. Being still
quite young and having been a stray
she hasn't had much training and still
has to learn some manners.

She does get over excited with the
adults. She jumps up and will try and

bite your
nose if you
aren't firm
with her.
Just ask
the Revd
Jayne Crooks, by whom she seems to
be particularly fascinated!

Luckily, I need not have worried as
she was very calm and patient with
the children, who pushed and pulled,
prodded and poked her and
generally gave her lots of love. She
just sat there and took it all. She had
lots of walks and the children all
waited patiently for their turn to hold
the lead. (Luckily, my daughter had
packed me two leads so I could have
one to keep hold of her. Those of you
who know her will know she has lists
of equipment so that I don't forget
anything). They also all helped to
feed her, each taking a handful of
food to put in her bowl then each
helping to hold the bowl while she
ate from it.

Children are actually good at taking
turns. We tell them all the time to
share but actually sharing is hard. Try
and get any woman to share her
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…A Fundraiser

chocolate and you will know what I
mean. Often, we actually aren't asking
children to share; we are asking them
to let another child have the toy that
they want to play with. But if we ask
them to take it in turns they are much
more likely to co-operate.

There wasn't a cross word between
them as we shared dog walking and
feeding and we had some great
conversations about dog behaviour.
Why do dogs have claws? Why can't
Ginny have another treat? Why does
she drink with her tongue? These
were just some of the things I was
asked and then had to think of
answers for. Amazing the things you

learn from a dog, a group of children
and a camping trip!

Pauline Weaver

Our back cover this month features photos taken during the camping trip in Bewdley referred to here. Editor.
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The Graduate

The Graduate (1967), currently
reshowing to mark its 50th

anniversary,  is one of the key,
ground-breaking films of the late
1960s. This influential film is a
biting satirical comedy about a
recent college graduate who
finds himself alienated and adrift
in the shifting, social and sexual
mores of the 1960s, and
questioning the values of society
(with its keyword "plastics").

The themes of the film also
mirror the changes occurring in
Hollywood at the time, as a new
vanguard of younger directors
were coming to the fore. Avant-
garde director Mike Nichols,
following his debut success

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
(1966) with this second film
instantly became a major new
talent in American film after
winning an Academy Award for
his directorship.

The theme of an innocent and
confused youth who is exploited,
mis-directed, seduced (literally
and figuratively) and betrayed by
a corrupt, decadent, and
discredited older generation
(that finds its stability in
"plastics") was well understood
by film audiences and captured
the spirit of the times. One of the
film's posters proclaimed the
difficult coming-of-age for the
recent, aimless college graduate:
“This is Benjamin,” it read. “He's
a little worried about his future.”

The two different generations
are also reflected in other
dualities: the two rival women
(young innocent doe-eyed
daughter Elaine and the older
seductress Mrs. Robinson), the
two California settings (Los
Angeles and Berkeley), South and
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North Californian cultures
(materialistic vs. intellectual) and
the division in Benjamin's
character (morally drifting and
indecisive vs. committed).

There was already a growing
dissatisfaction with the status
quo and middle-class values, and
the breakthrough film mirrored
that anarchic mood perfectly for
America's youth of the 60s
during the escalation of the
Vietnam War. However, in the
final analysis, director Nichols
actually subversively portrayed

how aimless and un-alive the
disaffected young generation
was (in the character of
Benjamin) and would become as
they approached middle-age and
worked in sterile corporate
settings.

The themes are in various ways
repeated for each generation of
‘20 somethings’ as they try and
find their way in a world
structured by their elders but not
always betters.

M.G.M.
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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

1st August John Ashley 82 SN.Bu.CY
4th August John Clifford Anson 98 In.CY
8th August Dennis William Davis 87 SN.Bu.CY
10th August Dimitrios Doxianidis 33 SN.Bu.Greece
15th August James Henry Bannister 87 SN.Bu.LH
18th August Barbara Dorothy Sartin 80 SN.Bu.KN
25th August Robert Roland Evans 64 SN.Cr.LH
25th August Brian Ingram 82 Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill,  PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WM : Widney Manor, WP : Westall Park, YD : Yardley

Funerals
August 2017
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382
An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for those not in
full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring
playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with
organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on
the fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.
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Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289
The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 01221 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities. The
local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket Club,
247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meetings, but
should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
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Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com
We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.
  

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of this year.
The U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for
retired and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a
voluntary basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in
interest groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and
activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January, it is already attracting a significant audience. It
gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of
the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform
should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3
entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Alan Spencer 0121 459 7650

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome includ-
ing beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in
Cotteridge from Thursday March 16th 2017.
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Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) and annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for Birmingham St. Mary's Hospice
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk, suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell. We organise fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals. We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  If you can spare a few hours
to help, please contact us. We meet on the second Monday of each month at Kings Norton
Bowling Club.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.

Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season,
it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill
Road car park at Kings Norton Park.
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Kings Norton Bowling Club, 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.
Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8-00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Following the completion of its free
weekly Learn to Skate activity in Kings Norton Park, further events are being planned and
will be announced in due course.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook
Morris dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Black Adder Clog Morris is a
mixed side and welcomes dancers and musicians, whether beginners or more advanced. As
well as practising, we perform at open air events and meet up with other sides. We meet
most Thursdays during term time at 8-10 pm in Cotteridge Church, B30 3EJ. Just turn up, or
contact Fran on the above email to discuss. Your first four weeks are free. There's a small
termly subscription if you join.
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COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 noon Holy Communion

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Saturday 30 September
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve Guided Walk : meet at junction of Meadow Hill

Road and Wychall Lane, 10.30 am

Tuesday 3 October
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00 am-

3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for ven-

ue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph & St Helen Church

Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge. Doors open 2.10 pm (please note new time): Paul Smith
‘Maestro Myths’

● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.30 pm: Graham Short ‘Engraver Ex-
traordinaire’

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 4 October
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club : Outing to Evesham Country Park and the Cotswolds
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-4.00 pm
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6pm-7pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 5 October
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place 2.00-3.00 pm: Church Service and

Enrolment
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 6 October
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 7 October
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginner’s Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

Events Diary October 2017
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● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30 am
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton Quiz Night, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.pm for 7.30.pm (in aid of

the St Nicolas’ Place Roof Appeal). Bring your own bottle, we provide the glasses.

Monday 9 October
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Kings Norton Bowling Club, 6.30 pm-

7.30pm

Tuesday 10 October
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car park,

10.00 am
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00 am-

3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for ven-

ue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 11 October
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Speaker, John Smith
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6pm-7pm
● Kings Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 12 October
● Black Adder Clog Morris workshop for new dancers and musicians, Cotteridge Church, 8

pm-9 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 13 October
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am

Saturday 14 October
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginner’s Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am-1.00 pm
● Eroica Camerata Concert, St Nicolas’ Church 7.30 pm
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Monday 16 October
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends  Meeting House, Cotteridge, 7.00

pm: Lesley Cox ‘Colour Me Beautiful’

Tuesday 17 October
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00 am-

3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for ven-

ue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,

2.00-4.00pm:  The Trussell Trust Food Bank
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 18 October
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Singalong with Geoff
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6pm-7pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10pm: first meeting

of new season
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 19 October
● Black Adder Clog Morris workshop for new dancers and musicians, Cotteridge Church, 8

pm-9 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 20 October
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm
● Talkabout@KingsNortonLibrary, 2.30pm-3.30pm: Mary Bodfish ‘Strange Tales about Smeth-

wick’

Saturday 21 October
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginner’s Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green, 10.30 am

Monday 23 October
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas’ Place, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm: Phil Banting on ‘Stirch-

ley Baths’



29

Tuesday 24 October
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00 am-

3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for ven-

ue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 25 October
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Planting Bulbs for Christmas
● Active Parks free Tai Chi session, Kings Norton Park car park on Westhill Road, 6pm-7pm
● Spoken Trend ‘open mic’ spoken word and poetry event, Bulls Head, The Green: performers

report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 26 October
● Blue Cross Pet Care event for children, Kings Norton Library, 11.30am-12.30pm
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris workshop for new dancers and musicians, Cotteridge Church, 8.00

pm – 9.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 27 October
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Halloween Craft Activity, Kings Norton Library, 11.30am-12.30 pm

Saturday 28 October
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginner’s Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Book Sales, Kings Norton Library, from 9.00 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve Guided Walk. Meet at junction of Meadow Hill

Road and Wychall Lane, 10.30 am

Tuesday 31 October
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge 10.00 am-

3.00 pm
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for ven-

ue see website)
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary October 2017
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 14th October

2017
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain



31



32

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar

School set around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and
containing the 18th century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest
collection of mediaeval buildings in Birmingham. They are owned

and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all to enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Monday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for
weddings, family functions, corporate and community events and
training. We offer a wide range of catering options too. You are

welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call us on 0121 458 1223 to
arrange a visit or email bookings@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.

Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church
on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.
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Harvest  Generosity
Sunday 10th September was the annual Harvest Festival at St Nicolas’
Church. Donations of produce were presented and blessed by Revd Larry
Wright. They will be distributed via the B30 Foodbank to local families in
need. “All things come from you, O God, and of your own do we give you.”
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The family actually consisted of four
brothers, John, Dave, Bob and Peter.
Though the family originated in Kings
Heath, as the boys grew, their parents
decided to move to Monyhull Hall
Road, from where three of them
started their rise to the highest levels
of the game.

John, who was the oldest and
apparently the best sportsman of
them all, never developed a sporting
career: apparently his parents
opposed it, even after he had a trial
with Aston Villa. After all, it was the
1950s (he was a wartime baby) and
there was little money to be made in
the game, which was also a precarious
profession.

Nevertheless, the youthful talents of
his younger brothers were so

outstanding that Mum and Dad were
compelled to relent, particularly in the
light of the fact that as the 1960s
advanced, with the abolition of the
minimum wage for footballers, it was
becoming a better paid profession
The three boys all attended
Brandwood School in Kings Heath and
after the family move were often to
be found in kickabouts on parks and
playing fields in and around the parish.
The first contract Bob signed for
Birmingham, at the age of 17 (in 1968,
on £8 a week!) uses his Kings Norton
address.

Bob, born in 1951, became the most
celebrated of the three brothers. He
was a powerful, brave and
swashbuckling centre forward (or
‘striker’ now), who broke many
scoring records for Birmingham City

On the face of it, there aren’t many Kings Norton people who have
achieved sporting fame. But in fact we can lay claim, for a few years at
least, to one of the most successful sporting families that Britain has ever
produced. It’s the Latchford family, from which three brothers all rose to
stardom in that most popular and competitive sport of all, football.

They Came From Kings Norton

The Latchford Boys
Our famous footballing family
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and Everton. He made more than 500
appearances in the First Division
(now the Premier League) and won
twelve international caps for
England, scoring five goals. He was
awarded his first full cap for England
in a World Cup qualifying game
against Italy in 1977. He was described
as ‘the complete centre-forward, able
to score or create chances for
teammates using either his feet or
head’. He was tall, but very quick.

He was with Birmingham, then
normally in the top division, from
1968 to 1974, scoring 68 goals in 160
appearances. Everton, a bigger club,
then bought him for £350,000, a
British transfer record at the time. At
Everton, Bob was the top scorer for

six successive seasons. He scored 30
goals in the 1977–78 season, winning
a £10,000 prize offered by a national
newspaper for being the first
footballer to reach that number in a
single season. In total he made 268
appearances for Everton, scoring 138
goals.

After he left Everton he played for
Swansea, the Dutch club NAC Breda
and Coventry before winding down
his career in the lower divisions. He
retired as a player in 1987. He was also
active off the field, representing the
players at the Professional
Footballers' Association. In 1983 he
was part of a delegation which
negotiated improved terms for
players in the FA's deal with
broadcasters for live coverage of that
season's FA Cup.

Bob has lived in Germany for several
years, but regularly comes back to
England to fulfil speaking
engagements at sporting dinners. His
older brother Dave, born in 1949, also
had a long career for Birmingham, as
a goalkeeper. In the early part of his
career he was called up for the
England Youth squad but was not
capped; the other goalkeeper in the
squad was one Peter Shilton! He kept
goal for Birmingham in the FA Youth
Cup final of 1967. Making his first
team debut in 1969, although not
always the manager’s first choice, he
played 206 times for the club before
leaving for the Scottish Club
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Motherwell in 1977, followed by spells
in the lower divisions and in non-
League football. After retiring from
playing football he worked in the
funeral profession and later became
superintendent of cemeteries in
Solihull.

The youngest Latchford brother,
Peter, born in 1952, was another
goalkeeper. Unlike his older brothers,
he started with West Bromwich
Albion but, after making 80
appearances for the club, he
expressed unhappiness about his lack
of first team opportunities, and was
loaned to the famous Glasgow Celtic.
He made his debut for them in
February 1975 and within months had
won a Scottish Cup winners’ medal.

He impressed sufficiently at Celtic for
the loan deal to be made permanent,
and Celtic paid a transfer fee of
£25,000 to West Brom. He made over
270 appearances for Celtic in the late
1970s and early 1980s, winning two
League Championships and three
Scottish Cups. These successes
included a league and cup double in
1976–77. He also played in several
European ties. He finally left Celtic in
the summer of 1987 after having made
272 competitive appearances for the
club, becoming a goalkeeping coach
at various Scottish clubs.

Three very substantial and impressive
careers, achieved by boys who sixty
years or so ago could be found
practising happily on our local fields.
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Baptisms
August 2017

6th August Emily Amelia Lacey Louise Jones
 Elliot James Dyson
20th August Archie John-Paul Maher
 Freyah Skyla Green
 Ava-Mae Shaw Ware
 Collin Barry Shaw
 Molly May Elizabeth Pearsall
 Reggie Lee Reading
 Zachary Hayden Zargar

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

Photo: The baptism on 20th August of Molly Pearsall (see above) at St Nicolas’ Church.

Regrettably perhaps, it all happened
before the advent of the Premier
League in England and Scotland, and
unimagined wealth for players. On the
other hand, it’s generally agreed that

playing in those less pressurised days
was much more fun!

Michael Kennedy
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,  Fay
 Fearon, Ruth Howman,
 Parisa Pordelkhaki
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd
Place of Welcome Coordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Even though I have never met many of
you here today, I feel I know you,
because Gran talked with such love
and fondness about her many friends,
just as I am sure you probably know all
about me and our family too.

My Gran was quite simply the most
extraordinarily special person I have
ever known and I am extremely proud
that I was lucky enough to be her
grand-daughter and to have played a
part in her very full life.

Gran taught me 5 lessons in life:

Lesson 1: Have a sense of duty and
service to others; particularly if it
involves walking

This was Gran’s true vocation. Gran
trusted everybody and always sought
to offer solace, support and hope
wherever it was needed. Over a period
of 9 years, on every single day of the
school year, my Gran walked from her
home in Kings Norton to my parents’
house in Stirchley, arriving at 8.00 am
on the dot to finish the much-loathed
face-scrubbing duties before taking us
to school.   She would then walk home
again and get on with her own list of
jobs to do. In the afternoon she’d do

the journey all over again and
entertain us until Mum got home in
the evening.   A daily round trip of at
least 10 miles.

Gran loved to walk, only taking the bus
when it was raining.  Last week I
showed my own children the route
Gran used to take.   Freya was horrified
at just a fraction of the distance “How
did you manage?” she asked. “By
learning to walk fast,” I replied.
Because Gran only had one walking
speed: very fast. You either kept up or
got left behind.

Lesson 2: Never underestimate the
power of elevenses

Remembering Betty Griffiths
Betty was a much-loved and respected member of the church congregation
in Kings Norton, a friend to many over many years. This is an extract from a
eulogy read at her recent funeral by her granddaughter, Karen Fechter.
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I have very fond memories of this
church as a child and I remember
feeling a sense of great excitement if
Gran’s turn on the St Nicolas’ Church
cleaning rota came round during the
school holidays. We usually got the job
of dusting down the pews to keep us
away from anything breakable.  As
lovely as St Nicolas’ is, though, I have
to confess that the main reason for the
excitement was that, when we’d
finished, Gran used to take us over the
road to the lovely bakery on The Green
where we got to choose a cake for
elevenses. What elevenses did was to
create space for us to stop and spend
time together, to talk and enjoy each
other’s company.  And as we know,
Gran made time for everyone.

Lesson 3: Never let anyone tell you,
you can’t do something

Gran’s fiercely independent streak
kept her active and living
independently to the end. When my

son Jack was about 2 and Gran was
aged 86, she was having unexplained
collapses, so when she asked me if she
could take Jack to the playground on
her own, all of my first-time Mum
anxieties surfaced and I suggested it
might rain. Perhaps it would be best to
stay home?  She acquiesced and I left
her sitting in the rocking chair doing a
crossword while Jack lay fast asleep
on her lap.   A little while later, I heard
a bump and Gran calling my name.   I
rushed in to discover the rocking chair
upside down with Gran underneath it
on her hands and knees.   Fearing the
worst, I lifted the chair off her. She
crawled out with Jack in her arms, still
fast asleep and said,” Sorry about that
Karen. We were just pretending we
were on the swings, and must have
swung a bit too hard.”

Lesson 4: Stay curious and learn
something new everyday

Being with Gran was like being with a
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living encyclopaedia. Doing a
crossword puzzle, visiting a National
Trust garden, hearing Gran describe
historical events she had lived through
were experiences that left me in
complete awe of her.

Four years ago, at the age of 92, as a
walking, talking survivor of the Second
World War, she was asked by Jack’s
class teacher if she would go and share
her experiences with his class of 7-8
year olds.   Unbelievably, she was
really nervous that she wouldn’t have
anything interesting to say, so she
spent hours in Kings Norton library
photocopying pictures and finding
stories she could share.  There was of
course no need for any of Gran’s
prepared materials. The children were
completely spellbound once they
heard how Gran had stitched
parachutes and military uniforms
because she was such a good
seamstress; how the house two doors
down from where she’d lived was
bombed and how, with the aid of a
weekly ration box she’d created, the
family lived during the war. The

session lasted twice as long as planned
as the children quizzed her about
growing up in the 1920’s too.

And finally Lesson 5: Remember
always to have fun

Gran excelled at this.  The highlight of
our family holidays when I was a child
was when Gran joined us for the
second week because we knew we’d
have a ready-made playmate.  And at
the age of 92, she could still climb the
step-ladder onto Freya’s cabin bed to
sit surrounded by teddies and
pretending to be one of the children in
the nursery class being taught by Freya
the Teacher! Even more recently, she
joined us on a family holiday in Wales.
One day we went crabbing and Gran
wanted to have a go.   Terrified she’d
fall over the sea wall, I reluctantly
handed her the crabbing line. She
instantly got down on her hands and
knees and lay prone on her stomach
with her head and arms dangling over
the wall. “There’s no point in taking
unnecessary risks is there.”  Jack and
Freya copied her and they happily
carried on crabbing for several hours…
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No More Missed Editions!

Subscribe To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out a subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once a
month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine
to you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our
three churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in
which case the annual cost is £20.

PARISH MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to subscribe to the Parish Magazine for 12 months starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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The liner S.S.Canberra was on her
Cherry Blossom Cruise and one of the
ports of call on the itinerary, apart, of
course, from the main visit to Japan,
was San Fransisco. We were due to
spend two whole days there.

Once we had docked, I went into the
city with three other Stewards to do a
bit of sight-seeing and some shopping.
We spent a good few hours on Montell
Street. American stores such as
Macey's and J.C.Penny's are superb and
the prices are quite reasonable.

That is why, by 4.00 pm, we found
ourselves with a lot of packages to
carry! There was not much time left
before we had to be back on board as
duty called; so we flagged down a
Yellow Cab near the Fairmont Hotel.

The driver, a middle-aged man, was
very truculent. He had quite a lot to
say and most of it was unpleasant.
"You g**damn Limeys," he said. "If it
was not for the American boys in

It Pays To Complain
In which Eddie experiences customer service, Californian style.
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Europe you would have lost the war. I
don't like Limeys. Band of scroungers."

One of my mates was about to retort,
but I told him to say nothing.
Otherwise, we may have had to get out
of the cab and there wasn't much time
before we had to be on board ship.

I was really annoyed so, once I was back
on duty, I popped down to see Thelma
in the ship's telephone exchange. I
enquired if there was a landline to
shore. She said there was, so I asked
her to connect me to the Yellow Cab
Company. "No problem," she said. As
soon as I got through, I made a
complaint.

The call was interrupted by the
President of the firm in San Fransisco.
He said he was really sorry for our
experience with one of his drivers,
whose cab number I was able to give
him. He asked if the four of us were free
the next evening. Could we call at his
apartment at 6.30 pm to meet for a
drink? He would present us with four
tickets to a big show that same evening
when we got there. A taxi would meet
us at 6.15 and, of course, there would
be no charge.

So we met a very charming man and his
wife in a super apartment on Nob Hill.
He said the driver would be dealt with
for being so outspoken. We did say that
we would not wish for him to lose his
job. We were given a drink and
presented with four tickets for a show

at 8 pm. It was to be "The Follies", a
huge company that tours America on
its own train.

We really enjoyed the spectacle,
which took place at a huge arena and
ice rink. The tickets were quite
expensive ($50 each, I think) and we
had very good seats. We were also
each given a card for free taxi travel
with Yellow Cabs while we were in San
Fransisco.

The only money we spent throughout
that memorable evening was for soft
drinks, hot dogs and popcorn.
Sometimes it pays to complain!

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2017 and may not be reproduced in
any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in full,
but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication contains
quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be
supplied to the Editor.

The Parish Magazine is Online
All copies of this magazine are published online two months after they appear in print.
To read our extensive library of previous editions, visit
kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine.php

August 2017

Marriages
5th August Luke Thomas Smythe & Amie Laura Bridgman
 Michael Paul Wilson & Sarah Jan Franks
18th August Adrian John O’Reilly & Martika Mary Benton
19th August Steven John Pearsall & Kate Jane Sanders

Christmas Fayre!
The Friends of Historic Kings Norton invite you to their

To be held on Saturday 11th November 2017 in Saint Nicolas’
Place on The Green, Kings Norton, from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


