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Watching 17,000 cyclists stream through the heart of Kings
Norton on 12th May was a remarkable experience. Cheered
on their way by the warmth, encouragement and, yes, even
the singing of local residents, wave after wave of lycra-clad
amateur athletes, 80 miles into their 100 mile circuit, swept
down Parsons Hill to start the gentle climb past The
Navigation, across The Green and up the Rednal Road. For
hours they came as, on the sidelines, families in deck chairs
munched picnics, children in sun hats waved soft toys, senior
citizens watched from the shade, and fans rang cow bells or
banged buckets while the unfit suppressed a twinge of
conscience at the proximity of so much physical stamina.  I
doubt that our streets have seen such an unbridled display
of community spirit in years. But there it was, out in the
open, spurred to life by the sunshine and the occasion. An
expression of togetherness and shared fun, the proof that
we are not as divided as some want to tell us we are.

Uniting people around shared enthusiasms is at the heart of
what this magazine sets out to do. It's not just our 'What's
On' section, which we publish every month in case this
should be the only copy you ever pick up. In this issue, as so
often happens, we invite you to meet people who want to
share with you those things which give meaning to their
lives: a love of reading, writing, art, local history, community
activism and spiritual reflection. This month, too, we add a
new angle, as we start to consider where those cyclists
might have been pointing, towards a world less reliant on oil,
towards a lifestyle which pays greater heed to the limits of
our planet's resources. As we are all beginning to realise, if
we cannot live sustainably, we cannot, ultimately, live at all.

The Editor
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From the Rector
The Pleasures of a Journal
For many years, I have kept a journal
as part of my spiritual practice. A
journal is more than a diary because it
is not only about recording dates and
occurrences; a journal is an
opportunity to comment upon and
interpret events and our reactions to
them, a considered response to what
is going on around us.

The words ‘journal’ and’ journey’ are
derived from the same root, the
French word, 'jour', which means
'day'.  Originally, a journal was
intended to record day-to-day living,
which often included business
transactions, weather, nature and
travel observations, births, deaths,
and so on. Later, as the Age of
Enlightenment emerged and more
and more people had access to
education, journals became much
more self-conscious, including
personal commentary and reflections
on social and political issues, events,
feelings and ideas.

I try to add something to my journal
each week. but I recognise that
sometimes a whole month can pass
and I have added nothing to its pages.

At other times, I write for long
periods regarding world events,
church matters, places visited,
books read, entertainment
experiences and the daily joys and
struggles of life. I regularly insert
cuttings, programmes or other
publicity handouts relating to
occasions and they are a reminder, if
nothing else, of what I did on certain
days.
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Keeping a detailed diary or journal
has a long and often celebrated
history. Some diarists or journal
keepers have become famous:
Samuel Pepys (Pepys’ Diary) for
instance or David Henry Thoreau (On
Walden Pond); maybe even the Secret
Diaries of a certain fictional character
called Adrian Mole
(Sue Townsend)
deserve a mention
here. There are many
others in this
illustrious tradition of
dedicated writers
recording their daily
life and musing on its
meaning.

Of course, one has to
live a life which is worthy of recording
in some form or another to keep a
journal. Yet the act of keeping a
record of our lives is not only for the
(potentially) famous. There are
numerous examples of ‘ordinary’
people whose commonplace jottings
have become treasured records of a
time, place or epoch which come alive
to later generations when their
accounts are discovered.

Do you recall, A Country Diary of an
Edwardian Lady?  These
reminiscences of Edith Holden, who
was born in Kings Norton in 1871, are
a delightful record of her wanderings

around the Warwickshire
countryside, which she wrote and
illustrated in the years prior to the
First World War. There are the
juvenile musings of a Jewish
teenager in Amsterdam who was
trying to come to terms with her
family's being totally overtaken and

placed in jeopardy
by the events of the
Second World War.
Her name was Anne
Frank, and her book
is perhaps one of the
most famous and
poignant diaries
published in 20th

century.

In this modern
digital age, keeping a record of our
lives is much simpler at one level.
We can Facebook, Snapchat or
Instagram our latest celebrations,
triumphs or disasters at the click of
a button. But does such instant
disclosure allow us time to pause
and reflect? I suspect not. Too many
have posted a picture or a comment
and have come to regret their
impulsive, ill-considered actions.

There is something calming about
the act of sitting down and writing
rather than instantly messaging on
the Internet. To commit to writing in
a journal requires time, thought and

‘There is something
calming about the
act of sitting down
and writing rather
than instantly
messaging on the
Internet.’
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deliberation. Our impulses are
softened and our reflective
capacities allowed expression.
Writing, whether longhand or on our
computer, gives us a pause between
events and our responses to them.
Poets know this process well; it is the
means by which their ponderings
reach maturity in their verse.

The Biblical Psalms and the Books of
Wisdom, poetic in their own way, are
a reminder of a longer view of our
lives in relation to those who have
gone before us in the spiritual quest.
Their ancient words so often capture
eternal truths in a phrase or verse.
William Wordsworth, or maybe his
sister Dorothy, captured the moment
when the reflective, attentive self
allows mind and heart to ruminate
on events such as seeing a springtime
display of hundreds daffodils in a
Yorkshire field:

For oft, when on my couch I lie in
vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

This verse, from one of the most
famous of English poems, revels in
the moment of quiet reflection,
allowing the memory of an
experience to take root and come
back to us ('They flash upon the
inward eye') before we consider
recording it in some form.

Keeping a journal of whatever sort
has many blessings. It reminds us of
what we have been through, it allows
us the privilege of understanding
events while at leisure, and it charts
the ebb and flow of our lives in a
creative way. A journal becomes a
witness to ourselves, a silent and
cherished companion on our journey
of life.

Revd Larry Wright
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Kath Gets Crafty
In collaboration with BCAT
(Birmingham Centre for Arts
Therapies), 

hosted four free arts and
crafts sessions for residents of the
estate.

BCAT is a registered charity that
provides accessible art therapies
and works closely with community
partners across Birmingham to
support the health and wellbeing
of citizens using art, dance, drama,
music and play (www.bcat.info).

A skilled arts facilitator from BCAT,
Sinead Murphy, offered us a
variety of creative opportunities from making Easter cards to heart

shaped pom-poms.

Each participant, ranging from 2
years to adult, was free to choose
how they wanted to use paints,
glitter, stickers, wool, tissue paper
and so on to express their creative
selves.

Some families came back week
after week! Amoura Ahmed and
her children had never visited
Kath's Cafe before but were really
keen to try out arts and crafts after



8

a recommendation from a
neighbour. Elham and Younis
couldn't wait to get out of school
on a Wednesday afternoon and
head over to Kath's. Toni Stewart
and her son Axel had some
wonderfully messy fun each week,
with Toni's Mum, Hannah, joining
in. Although a café regular, Jamie
Mason was initially reluctant to try
his hand at art. He had such a good
time that he came more than once
and created some very personal
masterpieces. Jamie is a great
example of how young people and
adults can sometimes resist the
idea of crafts but, once they have a
go, their inner child is set free and
has a blast!

Some other café regulars like
George Bishton may take a bit
more persuading, but they'll get
their chance with BCAT, who are

keen to partner Kath's Café again.
Maybe music next time? A
community choir in the future?
Who knows? And with Druids
Heath library re-opening shortly,
just up the road from Kath's, there's
all sorts of joy-giving, creative
potential!

Kath's Cafe is open every day
except Christmas Day. Kath
faithfully turns up at 6.30 am to
start cooking those heart-warming,
stomach-filling breakfasts. Easter
Sunday was no exception and Kath
was gracious enough to welcome
me into her kitchen team that
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morning, though I think I rather got
in the way of a 'well oiled machine'.

We gave out Easter eggs and
prayer cards to lots of hungry

diners, many of whom were really
pleased to have some surprise
chocolate eggs as well as fried
ones. One older, widowed resident
who, like many café regulars, visits
Kath's for connection and
community as well as good-value,
home-cooked food, told Kath how
touched he was by his Easter gift.
It's evidently years since anyone
has given him an Easter egg. Here's
the prayer that we hope blessed
some residents on a day filled with
the hope of new beginnings:

The Revd Catherine Matlock



10

Flying The Flag For
Druids Heath

Drivers travelling along Bells Lane
towards the Maypole on Easter
Tuesday morning were treated to
a unique sight, a parade of flags
illustrating many of the varied
activities that are part of the
Druids Heath community. The Flag
Parade was the latest in a series of
initiatives developed by Place
Prospectors CIC (Community

Interest Company), which is a not-
for-profit organisation committed
to working creatively with local
people to involve them in the
places where they live, work and
learn. Director Jayne Murray, who
has some twenty years'
experience in the discipline in
various parts of the country, tries
to investigate and develop the

Photo © Amanda Holdom
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potential for creative projects and
events specifically designed for
the community involved.

The company often works within
areas where regeneration is a
priority and where there is
significant inequality of
opportunity, establishing
innovative approaches to help
engage people in local agendas.

Druids Heath is one of the region's
most deprived communities.
Apart from general economic and
employment stagnation, it has
also lost many opportunities for
social integration, with the closure
of a local secondary school,
several shops and public houses
and even, until recently, the
threatened closure of its library.

Jayne and her team began
working in Druids Heath in
September last year, after being
funded by Birmingham City
Council. They are delivering
activities with young people
through the 'Next Generation
Funding' scheme and with over-
18's through the 'Culture on our
Doorstep' initiative.

The Flag Parade is part of a project
called 'A Level Playing Field',
designed to use the creative

approach to giving people a local
voice. The event was devised to
help 'wave the flag' for various
activities, locations and activities
in Druids Heath. It was co-funded
by the Heritage Lottery Fund and
Birmingham City Council.

Once they had agreed to take
part, participants were invited to
design and create their own flags.
The organisation and places
represented in the parade
included the Maypole May Week
Festival, Druids Heath Library, The
Dell (the local village green, a
protected site), 'People to Help
People' (derived from the former
local credit union that was highly
successful), and flags
representing the community spirit
that is strong in Druids Heath.

The enthusiastic residents of
Harrison House, a local sheltered
housing block, contributed two
flags! Participants paraded from
their gathering point near
Brookpiece House to the
Manningford Hall Community
Centre, where there was a
reception for everyone involved
More information about the
overall initiative can be found on
the Place Prospectors CIC website
www.prospectors.org.uk.
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www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk

It’s Festival
Time Again!

One of Kings Norton's key
annual events, the Summer
Festival, is set for June 8th,
the second Saturday of the
month.

Together with the monthly
Farmers' Market, it will
provide a full day of interest
for visitors of all ages. It begins
at 11 am (with stalls being set

up from 10 am). The varied
programme of activities
includes a range of musical
performances including hand
bell ringing, accordion players
and sessions from musicians
at Cadbury College.

There will be a spectrum of
other entertainment and
activities, including a
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demonstration from the
Extend exercise class.

The ever-popular craft fair
includes displays by locally-
based makers of jewellery,
handmade cards, découpage
bottles and other craft items.
There are also stalls covering
a wide range of community
activities.

The Festival will also highlight
a significant development for
the award-winning Tea
Rooms in St Nicolas' Place.

The venue has recently
undergone a change of
management and the new
team have opted to change its
image to reflect the historic
nature of its surroundings. It's
now called the Tudor Tea
Rooms, and has been given
new décor and a new look for
its furnishings.

Stalls will close from 3 pm,
and the event programme will
finish at 4 pm.
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Too Many Books?

A friend of mine was once most
offended when someone told her that
she had too many books and suggested
that she needed to get rid of them.
Which begs the question: can you have
too many books?

In my humble opinion, you can never
have too many books.  However, if you
are like me and still like an actual book
to read rather than using a tablet or
electronic device, then it can become a
simple issue of space.  Have I got room
for yet another
bookcase? Is it OK to
have double rows of
books on a shelf?

If you are an
electronic reader,
then physical space is
not an issue, but
device storage might
be.  Of course, if my
friend had her
extensive library on a device rather
than bookshelves then no-one would
have known how many books she had.
No-one would have been able to
comment and a tricky conversation
would have been avoided!

Some people are able to read a book
and then get rid of it, often donating it

to the
regular book
sale in St
Nicolas'
Place.
Others re-
read
continually or refer back to books again
and again. Others just like having books
around.

A love of books and of reading is a
wonderful thing and a great gift to give

a child, something
that can last their
whole life.  Reading to
them, sharing books
together, listening to
them read are all ways
in which we can help
to nurture this gift. At
Tiny Tots, each child
receives the gift of a
book at least twice a
year, usually at

Christmas and at the end of the
summer term.  We share a story each
week and there is a furious rush of
small children all wanting to sit on my
lap to hear the story.  Sometimes it’s a
Bible story, sometimes its an old
favourite: 'Hairy Maclary', 'The Hungry
Caterpillar' or 'We’re Going On A Bear
Hunt'.  Or it might be something new:

‘A love of books and
of reading is a
wonderful thing and a
great gift to give a
child, something that
can last their whole
life.’
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'The Gruffalo' or one of my current
favourites, 'Aliens Love Dinopants'!

Books also give us great conversations.
There is a group of ladies who meet
regularly in the Tudor Tea Room in St
Nicolas' Place to discuss their current
book of the month over tea and cake.
Book clubs are a great way to meet
people and to discover new authors to
enjoy.  If you need a conversation
starter at a meal or any other occasion

where you have run out of things to
talk about, try asking what someone is
currently reading ('The Snow Rose' by
Lulu Taylor, thanks for asking) or what
their favourite children’s book is (a
tricky one, so many to choose from!).
The conversation may lead you to all
sorts of interesting places and you
might just be surprised by the replies.

Pauline Weaver

You Are Invited to a Concert
Asklepios Orchestra are bringing us a Summer Prom Concert on Sunday 16th
June at 7.30 pm.  Tickets on the door.
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Adventures at the
Back of Church

Blessing people out and about in daily
life would be exceptionally odd.
Walking about saying 'Bless you (my
child)' without someone's first having
sneezed would, I am sure, get you
given a wide berth pretty quickly!

But in a church service, talking about
blessings, asking for blessings, and
crucially blessing one another is quite
ordinary. For someone who is not a
habitual churchgoer, maybe it’s just
another of those pompous-sounding
holier-than-thou bits of vocabulary
that seem meaningless. To me,
though, it’s the life blood of my church
and daily life.

An increased focus on social media and
in newspaper articles upon depression
means we are increasingly aware of
the habit-forming Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy. Some of the
suggested therapy’s advice includes
looking in the mirror and saying what
things you like about yourself, or
keeping a diary by writing down daily
the things you are grateful for or proud
of.

If these tactics seem ridiculous to you,
then you can be reassured: you are not
depressed! If they seem nigh-on
impossible or painful, then you
probably need to get an appointment,
like I did, years before becoming a

The difference between church
with & without kids
Part 9 : Blessings

Gemma Harris continues her series on the joys and
the challenges of bringing small children to church.
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mother. In my heart, I wanted to
reassure myself that, when I
eventually became a parent, I would
not pass on these depression-forming
habits. However, only when I sat in the
counsellor's office and began talking
did I start to think about my
depression in the context of my
religion.

It is painful to say it now but I realised
that, for years, I had burdened myself
with the belief that anything bad that
happened was unquestioningly my
fault; and that absolutely anything
good was thanks to God’s grace.
Blessings were received by me, never
imparted by me. I did not allow myself
to feel pride or thanks for the good
that I undoubtedly contributed to the
world. And in thinking that way I
devalued the gift of joy which we are
all born with, something which I have
come to realise is one of God’s
greatest blessings. Joy of life!

So, back to blessings in church.
Blessings are given by the Vicar but
they don’t work without our response.
My favourite is The Peace, that part of
the Communion service where we get
to walk around the whole church,
joyfully offering each other peace and
a handshake. Years ago, before
marriage and babies, when my
(agnostic/atheist/Catholic-schooled)
husband first encountered The Peace
at a Roman Catholic baptism service,
he refused to shake my hand. He was

immediately suspicious that he was
being lured into a contract by the
church without his agreement! I
laughed, shocked, and told him not to
be daft; but maybe he was onto
something. When the Vicar says words
of blessing like 'May God bless you and
keep you' or 'Go in the peace of Christ',
I respond now with a sense of mission,
of joy, because without our mutual
involvement in the blessing, it means
nothing.

In the context of depression, as I have
said, sufferers can be encouraged to
look at themselves in the mirror or to
write a diary, encouraging honest self-
assessment, and literally to count their
blessings. Not blessings that have
fallen from the clouds, unbidden, but
blessings that we as humans have
accepted, capitalised on, encouraged,
multiplied, and passed on. We are
involved. We are active participants.
So, when my children participate in
The Peace in their own words, I rejoice.
‘May the Force be with you, too!’

Gemma Harris

'I did not allow myself to feel
pride or thanks for the good

that I undoubtedly
contributed to the world.
And in thinking that way I

devalued the gift of joy
which we are all born with.’
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There is an old lie, which is
often thrown at them in jest,
that vicars only work one day a
week. Like all lies, it deserves
to be exposed for the myth
that it is. This month, we are

pleased to bring you the fourth of a series of articles in which
the clergy of Kings Norton come clean about exactly what it is
they get up to when the rest of us are about our daily business.
We think you’ll be surprised. This month, it’s the Reverend Larry
Wright, our Rector.

Rev

The role of Team Rector of Kings
Norton Team Ministry is similar to
being the Captain of one large and
two smaller passenger liners. The
Captain is ultimately responsible for
all that happens on his watch but
cannot know all that occurs on each
deck all the time. Keeping the ships on
the correct course, ensuring that all
staff are managing their roles and
have the resources to do so, keeping
the vessels ship shape and the
passengers on board and healthy are
the captain's priorities.

A Captain is also answerable to the
company which owns the ships and is
required to report to it regularly on
the progress of the voyage and the
conduct of all involved. I will end the
nautical metaphor here in case
readers think I am too influenced by
another regular contributor to this
magazine, that superb nautical story

teller Eddie Matthews.

As Team Rector, my job description
emphasises the importance of
ensuring that the ministers who serve
on our team are adequately and
effectively deployed, supported and
cared for in their particular roles.
Effective collaboration and delegation
are crucial. We have a hard-working
and dedicated team, each member of
which has his or her strengths and
gifts.

In addition to the paid ministers and
administrative staff, we have those in
honorary positions of ministry and
also a dedicated team of
churchwardens, worship leaders and
pastoral care team members. At a
recent count, the number of people in
some form of leadership role in our
three churches and St Nicolas' Place
was thirty-three. Many more people
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volunteer their time and talents to
assist in the numerous tasks, large and
small, which are essential to the
running of churches and church
centres.

To give adequate oversight to all
these activities and personnel requires
attending lots of meetings and
committees on a regular basis.
Meeting with colleagues for
supervision and support is essential
and praying together undergirds the
distinctive Christian nature of our
shared endeavours.

The governance of a complex parish
like Kings Norton requires attention to
the legalities of all aspects of our
work: safeguarding, finances, care of
buildings, employment law, health
and safety at work, insurance liabilities
and the law regarding churchyards.
We are very fortunate to have skilled
people who take responsibility for
these areas of accountability. When
serious problems arise in any of these
legal areas, the Rector has to
intervene and find solutions.

As an experienced Training Incumbent
(someone who is trained and trusted
to nurture curates in their first three
and a half years of ordained ministry)
it has been my privilege to assist four
curates over the past ten years, the
latest being our present curate,
Catherine Matlock. The requirements
of curates and training incumbents are
set nationally and specific objectives

have to be met by the curate and
reported on by me. The process is
overseen by an officer of the Diocese
to ensure that curates are given the
best possible opportunities to flourish
and to learn during their initial years in
public ministry.

The Diocese of Birmingham asks
particular clergy to give part of their
time assisting in wider Diocesan
matters depending our skills and
experience. I sit on the Diocesan
Board of Education (DBE) which
oversees the 57 Church of England
Schools in our region, and I assist on
other committees and working
groups associated with the DBE.

Given my experience of nurturing
vocations to ordained ministry and
training curates, the Bishop asked me
six years ago to become one of his
Examining Chaplains, which means
that I'm authorised to interview
prospective ordinands and to report
on them to the Bishop's Officer for
Vocations. This is another immense
privilege. To meet with women and
men from differing backgrounds and
help them to discern if God is calling
them to ordained ministry in the
Church of England, and the
implications of such a calling, is
humbling and exciting. This role has
recently been extended to include me
in the selection of Readers in our
Diocese, another privilege.

My other role in the Diocese is to be
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part of a team of trainers offering
Unconscious Bias and Inclusion
(UB&I) training. UB&I has become
the 'in' term for helping
organisations to increase their
diversity and to challenge unhelpful
stereotyping. If you would like to
know more about it, ask me!

Chairing the Board of Directors
responsible for St Nicolas' Place and
the Old Grammar School allows me
to see how much work and effort
goes in to maintaining, staffing and
promoting the work of these two
much-loved historic buildings. As
with any commercial company, there
are challenges to be faced and
planning for their future requires
careful and detailed work. The staff

and volunteers there are a dedicated
and mostly upbeat team and they
deserve our gratitude for all they do.
Have you tried the refurbished new
Tudor Tea Room yet?

As Rector, I have historic
responsibilities as a patron of other
parishes in Stirchley, Cotteridge and
Wythall. These are churches which
developed out of the ancient parish
of Kings Norton. When a vicar leaves,
I work with the Bishop and
Archdeacon to appoint the next
incumbent, as I did recently at St
Mary's, Wythall.

In the wider community, I chair the
governing board at Hawkesley
Church Primary School, ensuring that
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Baptisms
April 2019

7th April Maria Greve

“BAPTISM marks the beginning of a
journey with God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the first step in
response to God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common Worship

they meet the requirements of school
inspectors (OFSTED) and that they
maintain their distinctive Christian
ethos, as required by the Diocese. The
school has been through turbulent
times recently, but a new leadership
team is in place and the prospects for
students and their families are
improving.

I also sit on the governing body of
Kings Norton Primary school and liaise
with them regarding their visits to,
and use of St Nicolas' Church at major
Christian festivals. I have recently
been invited to visit Cadbury College
to engage with students there by the
Chaplain. It's a new venture, but a
promising start was made with an
Easter event.  Wychall Primary School
recently invited me to help them with

their Easter assembly and they have
requested further input at other times
of the year. Education is such an
important aspect of community life
that we should take every
opportunity to forge links with our
local schools and colleges.

Finally, as Rector, I regularly receive
invitations to participate in range of
community activities or events from
attending meetings about knife and
violent crime or leading the annual
Remembrance Day service at the
Cadbury factory to being asked to
switch on the lights of the Christmas
tree on The Green or cut the ribbon
and pull the first pint at the newly
refurbished Bull's Head pub!

Revd Larry Wright
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Foodbank News
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, clivehartwell48@sky.com

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382

An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nico-
las’ Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £10.00 per annum or £7.00 for those not
in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring
playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with
organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289
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A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role
in enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 0121 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities.
The local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket
Club, 247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meet-
ings, but should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.
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SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of 2017. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest
groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January 2017, it is already attracting a significant
audience. It gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the
opportunity to perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the
first floor of the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to
perform should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators
pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Robert Shaw, 0121 415 5226

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome
including beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House
in Cotteridge.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935
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We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) or annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice  www.birminghamhospice.org.uk
suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-
limiting illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell.  We organize
fundraising activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals.  We also aim
to raise awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  We meet locally at
7.00 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month so, if you might like to join us or can spare a
couple of hours occsaionally to help, please contact Sue (as above).

Kings Heath Horticultural Society bron.salway@blueyonder.co.uk

Kings Heath Horticultural Society is the local horticultural society for Kings Norton
residents. It usually meets at Manningford Hall on Bells Lane, B14 5TJ.  We have a wide range
of speakers on gardening-related topics. We also hold two informal shows, spring and
summer, where members display and then vote for their favourites.  We meet from March
to December, usually on the first Monday of the month at 7.00 pm for a 7.30 pm start.
Membership costs £6 annually plus £2 members' entrance fee per meeting, or £3 for visitors.
For more information please email Bron Salway.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about
health and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A
Health Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place
every Friday from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interest-
ed in joining the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.
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Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season,
it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill
Road car park at Kings Norton Park.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part
in trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne
Sports and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8.00 pm onwards. There is a
thriving programme of social activities.

Kings Norton Golf Club Brockhill Lane B48 7ED, www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, a putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events. Throughout spring and summer 2018 the club is running a
series of lessons for ladies who want to get in to golf. Participants do not need any special
golf gear, clubs and balls are provided. The cost is £25 for 5 lessons. More details on the
Home and Ladies’ pages of our website.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.
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Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook

Morris Dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Dancers and musicians,
beginners or advanced, men and women are welcomed by Black Adder. We meet most
Thursdays (except August) from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. in Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House
at 930 Bristol Rd South, Birmingham B29 6NB. If you want to come along, please email us
to check we're meeting that week.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and
our regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song, 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas’ or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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During the Week

We open Saint Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love.  All are welcome.

Wednesday  10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Open Church
Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Marriage and Christening (Baptism) enquiries in

Saint Nicolas’ Church
Saturday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Coffee and “Knit & Natter” in St Nicolas’ Church

.

Children’s Activities

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church.

Children are welcome at all services in all our churches. We offer All-Age worship and
special activities for children on certain Sundays.

Please see our weekly newsletter for details.

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs almost £1,000 a week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all financial
support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do ask for

details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Christening (Baptism) and Weddings

Saint Nicolas’ Church is open on Thursday evenings between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm for
enquiries about Christenings & weddings. This is an opportunity to make a booking to

talk about these services in more detail.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Saturday 1 June
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,

10.30 am

Monday 3 June
● Kings Heath Horticultural Society, Fundraising event

Tuesday 4 June
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am – 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Annual General Meeting, St Joseph’s & St Helen’s

Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 5 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Tea Dance
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2pm-4pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 6 June
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, St Nicolas’ Place, 2.00-3.00pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8-10 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 7 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Pyjamarama Crafty Tales for the Under 5’s

Events Diary June 2019
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Saturday 8 June
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am- 1.00 pm
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30
● Kings Norton Summer Festival, The Green, St Nicolas’ Place & St Nicolas’ Church,

11.00 am-4.00 pm

Sunday 9 June
● Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road, Beginners’ competition, 2.00 pm-4.30 pm

Monday 10 June
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice Quiz, Stirchley United Social

Club, 41 Hazelwell Lane, B30 2PR, 8.00 pm

Tuesday 11 June
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am – 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm: John White

‘An Audience with the King’

Wednesday 12 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Beetle Drive
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 13 June
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00 - 10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 14 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15 - 2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5’s

Saturday 15 June
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
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● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,

10.30 am

Sunday 16 June
● Summer Prom Concert with Asklepios Orchestra, St Nicolas’ Church, 7.30 pm. Tickets

on the door.

Monday 17 June
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,

7.00 pm : Visit to Norton Museum, Bromsgrove

Tuesday 18 June
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am – 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00-4.00 pm: Liz Galloway ‘Protecting Our Environment’
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 19 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with Geoff

Abbotts
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 20 June
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00 - 10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 21 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5’s

Saturday 22 June
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start



35

● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Children’s Book Club, Kings Norton Library, 11.30-12.30pm
● Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road, Family Tennis Weekend Day 1

Sunday 23 June
● Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road, Family Tennis Weekend Day 2

Monday 24 June
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm

Tuesday 25 June
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 10.00

am – 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 26 June
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club, Saint Nicolas’ Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Meeting with Children

from Fairway School & Childhood Memories
● Spoken Trend ‘open mic’ spoken word and poetry event, The Bull’s Head, The Green:

performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 27 June
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00-10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 28 June
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5’s

Saturday 29 June
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green 10.30

am
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Shapes & Adders Toddler Maths 9.45 - 10.45 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703 754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30 pm
(enquiries@beeches-martialarts.co.uk)
Pilates 7.15 - 8.15 pm

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline Aus-
tin 07 773 782 463)
Yoga Really Works Pregnancy Class 6.30 -
7.30 pm

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 – 5.30 pm
(ages 5-10); 5.30 - 7.00 pm (ages 11-18)
(Melanie 07 766 724 834)
Yoga Really Works Stretch & Relax with Ba-
by 11.00-12.00 noon

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for children
and young people 10.00 am-1.00 pm (Don-
na  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 8th June

2019
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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No More Missed Editions!

Become a Subscriber To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out your first subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once
a month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine to
you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our three
churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in which
case the annual cost is £20. To renew an existing subscription, please do not use this form but
contact Alison Blumer either via the Parish Office or at subs@kingsnorton.org.uk.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE : NEW SUBSCRIBER
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to take out my first subscription to the Parish Magazine for 12 months
starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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Back In Time…

Kings Norton is full of history.
Some of it is obvious, such as our
unique collection of medieval
buildings and St Nicolas’ Church,
dating back as far as Norman
times.  Some of it is less obvious,
and takes work to uncover.

It isn’t unusual for further evidence
of our medieval history to be
revealed.   Previous archaeological
projects within Kings Norton and
the immediate area have identified
important buried remains
surviving around, and indeed
beneath, modern buildings. For
example, in 1992 a dig on the site
of the old Plumbers' Arms pub, on
the south side of The Green,
revealed evidence of a medieval
settlement, with significant
amounts of pottery from the 13th

to the 15th Centuries. In 2007,
archaeological investigations were
carried out before the
construction of an extension to a
house, also on the south side of

The Green. The investigations
revealed a ‘post medieval
structure’, consisting of a wall and
a cobbled surface. Shallow pits and
post holes were also exposed, with
other post-medieval artefacts.

The first formal reference to a
community in our immediate area
is in the Domesday Book. It was
ordered by William the Conqueror
in 1086, where there is a reference
to 'Nortune'. However, there is
evidence of people living here
right back to Roman times (which
began in 40 AD). Excavations
around 1950 found signs of a small
Romano-British settlement,
including Roman pottery and a
Roman ditch, in the area of what is
now Parsons Hill, and another
similar site has been found near
Longdales Road.

These were most probably
established because they were
located in the part of our area

…but how far?
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nearest to the great Roman Road
of Icknield Street, previously
Ryknild Street, which ran north-
east from Gloucestershire to South
Yorkshire and passed locally
through Alcester, Studley,
Redditch, Kings Norton, Metchley
Fort, Birmingham and Sutton
Coldfield. It was instrumental in
the development of local
settlements along that route, in
effect putting them 'on the map'.

But could there have been people
living in the area the area any
earlier? The region was apparently
heavily forested in the centuries
before the Romans, suggesting
that community life was unlikely,
except on high ground. But there
may well have been individuals,
people who may be termed
'hunter-gatherers', solitary or
looking after a simple family group.
In the 1950s, an excavation near
Druids Lane (off Bells Lane)

uncovered what appeared to be a
primitive stone axe head, possibly
dating back to the Neolithic Age
(the later Stone Age). That’s 4,000
to 2,500 BC, thousands of years
ago, millennia before the Romans
invaded.

Now there has been a new find,
which has not yet been verified but
which may reinforce the possibility
of a human presence in our area in
the Neolithic era. A few weeks ago
a large lump of rock was found
dumped on a piece of public land
not far from The Green. A local
amateur palaeontologist has
studied it, and believes that it may
be a Neolithic 'quern stone'.

Quern stones were stone tools
used within numerous civilisations
throughout the world for hand-
grinding a wide variety of
materials. They were used in pairs.
The lower, stationary, stone was
called a quern, while the upper
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mobile stone was called a
handstone. They were first used in
the Neolithic era to grind cereals
into flour for bread making. To
grind effectively, they had to be
heavy, but not so heavy that a man
could not move them on his own.
In effect, he put the cereal on the
lower stone and then ground the
upper stone back and forward.

In those days, of course, there
were no mechanised processes for
grinding cereals: those only
appeared with the advent of
animal, water and wind-powered
mills which involved stones so
heavy that single individuals could
never have operated them. Such
devices, which ground cereals for
the community in general, did not
appear in Britain until well past the
Roman era.

So until such processes became

available, the quern stone method
was used by individuals so that
they could grind the wheat or corn
they had grown themselves for
their own personal use. It was a
highly labour-intensive, back-
breaking and probably very tiring
process, but essential for survival.
Incidentally, in many non-
Westernised, non-mechanised
cultures quern stones are still
manufactured and used regularly.

So, is the latest find a quern stone?
It doesn’t quite reflect the
illustrations that one can find in
specialist books and websites, but
it is certainly heavy enough to form
one half (probably the lower, static
half) of a hand-operated grinding
unit. Indeed, there are scratches on
one surface that indicate that it
may have been used to crush some
sort of material by moving another
stone on top of it.

If it is an artefact of any kind from
the Neolithic Age then, of course, it
could be very rare. But only expert
opinion will reveal its full history
and age, and steps are being
considered to find the best sort of
advice, which is likely to come from
one of our local museums or a
specialist university department.

Michael Kennedy
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Some readers may know me as a
person who drives a white camper
van. Despite its neat looks and recent
M.O.T. passes, it is actually 18 years
old and has a petrol engine. My other
vehicle, until last summer, was my
well-loved maroon 'bus', which had
taken family, the church choir and me
on umpteen adventures and
explorations, but it had a diesel
engine and sounded like an old Fergie
Tractor. Its eco-credibility rating
would have been in the minuses,
although it could take eight people to
one destination all at once.

When it was finally consigned to the
scrap yard as a terminal case, I knew
it was time for a big rethink on
vehicles. The camper van is a
perfectly practical everyday vehicle,
as long as you only want to take three
passengers and don't need to access
city centre or hospital car parks
routinely. I got progressively more

frustrated at these limitations,
especially the first, as it precluded the
lovely extended family outings we
had enjoyed with 'Choir Cabs'.

Cost, seating capacity and practicality
were each high on the agenda, but so
was the issue of emissions. I certainly
didn't want to buy another diesel. I
did quite a lot of window shopping in
the car parks of the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital when I was visiting it
regularly in March and April and a
good deal of subsequent Googling.
Nissan seemed to produce what I
wanted: a seven-seater but fully
electric. It would mean having a
charging point at home and learning
a whole new way of travelling.

A lengthy test-drive in August and a
very long wait (the hazard of buying
into a new idea) led to the arrival of a
very red, very quiet, 7-seater bus in
mid-April.

‘Sustainability’ is going to be the theme of a series of articles over
the next few months, looking at various aspects of a sustainable
lifestyle in a world of limited resources. In this one, I am going to
explore electric vehicles, largely from a personal perspective.

Sustainability
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The question I have been asked most
regularly since I started driving it has
been 'What is its range?'. This, clearly,
is the sticking point for many people.
The answer for my own vehicle is 162
miles, though the wiser reply would
be 130 miles, as you wouldn't drive
any vehicle on its last drops of fuel, be
that LPG, petrol, diesel or electric
battery. It means that long journeys
have to have a charging break built in.

This is really only returning to older
and perhaps more natural ways of
journeying. One colleague said that it
was a bit like changing the horses on
a stage-coach. I liked the analogy. The
charge time can be used for a meal
break, time to read, time to have a
real conversation with your travel
companions or, if you are working,
time to deal with emails and calls.

The length of charging time will
depend, to a certain extent, on the
make of car and the charging
company you use. I believe Tesla
chargers are very fast. I have used the
ones provided by Ecotricity on the
motorways so far and have enjoyed
reading whilst waiting. For the
majority of local journeys, all you
have to do is plug it in overnight, just
as we do our phones, iPads, Kindles
and various other gadgets.

Another concern is how much
electricity it will use to charge it. At
this stage, I really don't know, but it
certainly won't be the same as a full

tank of conventional fuel. And this is
where the issue becomes more than
just reducing emissions. How is the
electricity produced that is powering
the car? For Ecotricity, the clue is in
the name. My own electric home
tariff is also eco-minded. On the two
occasions when I charged at
Hopwood Services on the M42,
before my point was fitted at home,
it cost me less than £10.

There are government incentives to
buy electric vehicles at the moment,
but they have already been reduced.
There is also a grant towards the cost
of the charging unit. I currently pay
no road tax. As more electric vehicles
emerge, this may have to change, as

Sustainability
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the drop in both fuel tax and road tax
will leave a big hole in the
government's funds.

The initial outlay has not been cheap,
but I am in a position where, in this
case, I had made provision for that
outlay. It is also little more expensive
than a similarly sized vehicle with a
conventional engine. This means that
I have made a conscious decision to
do something that is not yet
mainstream, might be a bit
inconvenient at times and is a bit
experimental. However, having
spent 10 years looking out for height-
friendly car parks for the camper,
looking out for charging points is
only a new version of an old game
really. I am in the privileged position
that I still have the camper van, and
can use that for the more off-piste
journeys, and the ones where I want
on-board overnight accommodation,
of course.

It may be that hybrid vehicles are the
first step into this new world for
many, as a practical combination of

both worlds. This may also be the
way to enter the second-hand market
for more eco-friendly vehicles. If you
are only journeying about town, or
are prepared to have charging breaks
in a longer journey, then there are
vehicles out there ready for you to
try, if it works for your budget. The
cost of the vehicles is likely to drop
over time too, as they become more
mainstream. Give it a serious think if
you are considering changing yours.

The only negative comment I have
heard so far is 'They are too quiet for
pedestrians with sensory deficit.'
Mine has a built-in 'engine noise' to
compensate for that, but the driver
simply needs to be more aware of
those around the vehicle. The
advantage for third-row passengers
is that they can now take part in
conversations while travelling
without having to shout over the
noise of the tractor engine. One wag
did say he couldn't hear the milk
bottles chinking. Posh milk float!

Sylvia Fox
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While the look and feel of our cars has
changed in the past 100 years, the way
we drive them hasn't. But fundamental
change is coming. In the next decade,
not only will the way they're powered
and wired have shifted dramatically, but
we won't be the ones driving them
anymore.

Some cars already have basic
automation features, but the
automotive experiments currently being
undertaken by the likes of Uber and
Google make up a minuscule proportion
of the vehicles on our roads. By 2030,
the standard car will evolve from merely
assisting the driver to taking full control
of all aspects of driving in most driving
conditions.

This widespread automation, together
with the electrification and increased
connectivity of both the car and society,
are set to shake up the car industry in a
big way, affecting everything from the

way cars look and feel, to how we spend
our time inside them, and how they get
us from A to B.

A very different driving
experience

The first major difference we might
notice between today's cars and those
of 2030 are their names. Just as Apple
and Samsung have taken over a mobile
phone market that Nokia and Blackberry
once dominated, Tesla, Apple, Dyson,
and Google could become the most
recognised automotive brands of the
future.

They'll likely look a lot different too.
From the outside, the large air intakes
and front grills that cool our combustion
engines will no longer be needed, while
wing mirrors will be replaced with
cameras and sensors. Windows could be
larger to allow liberated passengers to

Cars will change more in the
next decade than they have in
the past century

Marriages
27th April Brian Martin Hooper & Stella Claire Louise Dibben

April 2019
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enjoy the view, or near non-existent to
provide privacy. The Mercedes-Benz
Vision URBANETIC demonstrates these
radical new looks with a modular
vehicle that can switch bodies to either
move cargo or people.

Cars' interiors will be much more
flexible, some allowing customisation of
colour, light, privacy, and layout at the
touch of a button. Volvo's recent 360c
concept car envisages a multi-functional
space that can transform into a lounge,
an office and even a bedroom.

Sun visors will become a thing of the
past, with smart glass allowing us to
control the amount of entering daylight
at the touch of a button. The Mercedes
F015 concept car's doors even have
extra screens that can function as
windows or entertainment systems.

Many cars will be fitted with
augmented-reality systems, which will
superimpose computer-generated
visualisations onto the windscreen or
other suitable display areas, to ease the
passenger's nerves from relinquishing
the wheel by showing what the car is
about to do.

Drivers will be able to communicate
with their cars through speech or
gesture commands. In high-end models,
we may even see some early versions of
brain-computer interfaces, which would
associate patterns of brain activity with
commands to control the car or
entertain occupants. Similar technology

has already been used to control
prosthetic limbs and wheelchairs.

Connective technology

The ever-growing internet of things will
become central to how our integrated
cars move us around and communicate
with the outside world. Sensors
designed to recognise and
communicate with upgraded road signs,
markings, networks of cameras,
pedestrians, and other vehicles will
allow cars to synchronise their
movement, minimising fuel
consumption and improving traffic flow.
Cars will also be able to help authorities
maintain road infrastructure, for
example with tyre sensors that notify
them of deteriorating road conditions.
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When humans choose to take the wheel,
technology will warn drivers about
impending collisions with other road
users, and attempt to avoid them.
Improvements in thermal sensor
technology are likely to enable cars to
see far beyond the illumination range of
car headlights. If sufficiently
standardised and legislated for, these
technologies should substantially reduce
the number of road accidents - albeit
probably after an initial spike.

While rural drivers will probably still own
their cars, cities may move away from
car ownership to the use of on-demand
vehicles that take the Uber model to the
next level. In Moscow, 9m of these
journeys are already made daily, more
than 30 times higher than at the start of
2018.

Fuels of the future

Multiple countries and cities have
announced upcoming bans on the sale
of new petrol and diesel cars, many by
2030. Older vehicles will still be on the
road, so petrol stations are unlikely to
disappear by this date. However, car
makers are already focusing more and
more on vehicles that will support the
fuels of the future.

Precisely what that future will look like is
unclear. Uncertainty over whether
currently popular hybrid cars will be

included in vehicle bans may discourage
businesses and consumers from
investing too much in this path. Fully
electric vehicles only make up 2% of the
global market right now, but as their
price drops below that of petrol cars by
the mid 2020s, their market share will
surely balloon.

By how much depends on to what
degree their as yet limited range and
charging time can be improved, and how
much governments invest in currently
patchy electric charging networks. We
expect fully electric vehicles to at least
be a viable choice for a wide range of
drivers by 2030 - but unforeseen
groundbreaking technological
developments could easily change the
future of vehicle fuel. For example,
scientists are working hard to solve the
production and storage difficulties that
currently limit the potential of clean,
fast-fuelling and long-range hydrogen-
powered vehicles.

The year 2030 might not seem too far
away, but a decade is a long time for
technology to change. In 2008, the first
iPhone had only just been released, and
climate change was a background issue
for governments and media. Now,
technology and environmental discourse
are changing at an unprecedented rate.
So don't be surprised if you look back at
the cars of today in a decade's time and
wonder how we ever got by.

This article is republished with permission from The Conversation (theconversation.com)
under a Creative Commons license. It was written by Dan Lewis, Professor Claude C.
Chibelushi and Debi Roberts of Staffordshire University.
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Having looked briefly at some ways
to pray in my first article, this one
takes a step back, if you like, and tries
to answer the question, 'What is
prayer?' Once again, I am drawing on
Bishop John Pritchard's teaching.

In trying to explain what prayer is,
Bishop John likens it to a very close
relationship between two people,
which is characterised by several
things:

1. The presence of the other person.
Even if you are not in the same room,
you always know at the back of your
mind that they are always there for
you, unconditionally.  And that is true
of God.  At our baptism, God
promised to be always with us and
prayer is just practising or being
consciously aware of this presence of
God in our lives.  Even when we can't
see or touch God, God is there.

2. Chatting. If a relationship is to
thrive, then communication must
happen.  Chatting about the day,
about things that have happened,
about things we like and so on, helps
to build up a relationship.  And as we
go through the day we can do the
same with God.  Short, one-sentence
thanksgivings or requests directed
towards God help us to 'chat the day'
with God.  These are spur-of-the-
moment prayers, prompted by
whatever we are encountering at the
time.

3. Talking. These are the times when
you have to set aside time to talk
seriously about something.  It
involves having quality time with the
other person, really listening to what
is being said and being open to new
or different opinions.  For this kind of
prayer to work well, it might be

Enriching Prayer
Part 2
I hope you found the ideas in last month’s article helpful and that
you've had a chance to look at a few of the prayer cards and
bookmarks available at the back of St Nicolas' Church.  At the end
of Eastertide (9th June) a new Daily Office for Ordinary Time will
be available, so make sure you pick up your copies.  These will take
you through until the autumn, when the Kingdom Season begins.
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helpful to use a structure such as
some Bible reading notes (more
about these another time) or the Daily
Office prayers, like the ones available
at the back of St Nicolas' Church.

4. Intimacy. Any relationship that is
worthwhile will involve intimacy,
times when you communicate
without words.  In human terms,
intimacy between two people can be
by touch or just by a look that passes
between you.  With God, this can be
achieved through meditation, which
is a form of quiet thinking (touching
God) or by contemplation, which is a
quiet way of looking at God.

In next month's article, I will explore
in more depth some ways in which we

can spend time
in meditation
or
contemplati
on; but in the
meantime, you
may find the
following
picture helpful.

Imagine a sunflower in full bloom,
how it turns its head to face the sun,
even as the day progresses and the
sun moves across the sky.  Prayer is
rather like this, living all day in the
direction of God.

The Reverend Jayne Crooks
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Don’t Miss The Unique

It's part of the Forum's ongoing effort
to use creative arts to help inspire the
community within Northfield, Kings
Norton, Weoley Castle and
Longbridge. The trail is called 'Crossing
Bridges', because several of the display
boards are located on the bridges that
cross the brook that flows through the
park. There are five of them, believe it
or not!

It begins at the car park and
playground off Westhill Road. Each
board is accompanied by a map
showing the location of each stage of
the trail. The boards are fascinating,
illustrating elements of Kings Norton's
history through short descriptions,
appropriate poems by local poets Tom
McCann and James Kearns, and
paintings created especially for the
project by local artists. The elements
portrayed include the discovery of a

Neolithic stone axe-head, the first
mention of the village of 'Nortune' in
the 1086 Domesday Book, the early
Mop Fair, the foundation of the Kings
Norton Metal Company in the 1880s,
and the attack on the Old Grammar
School by Suffragettes in 1913.

Heritage trail
Kings Norton Park offers an intriguing new dimension over the
next few months with an innovative and inspiring Heritage
trail that was officially launched in April. It's a fascinating way
to walk round the park, with ten colourful display boards
tracking the evolution of the parish through key points in its
history. Funded by the National Lottery, the project has been
visualised and developed by the Northfield Arts Forum (NAF).
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The trail was launched with some
panache and theatrical style. A team of
local performers (bottom right) guided
visitors around, dramatising the specific
events illustrated, all dressed
appropriately. The 'characters' included
an archaeologist, a slave from the
Norman period, a 17th Century
merchant, a secretary from the Kings
Norton Metal Company, a Suffragette,
and a grieving parent from the Second
World War period.

The trail is an excellent example of
how the creative arts can help inspire
the community. Devised by the
Forum's Co-ordinator Olly Armstrong,
the project took approximately twelve
months to develop. Preliminary
research involved intensive
consultation with local organisations,
including the Friends of Kings Norton
Park and the Friends of Historic Kings
Norton, to identify the events that
would be highlighted. There were also
continuing discussions with local
people at the Farmers' Market, and at
Hawkesley Community Centre, where
the NAF also organised creative writing
and drawing workshops. Forum
representatives also visited a Year 6

class in Fairway Primary Academy for
an all-day poetry 'extravaganza'. The
class designed their own bridges and
wrote poems based on something they
love about Kings Norton. The poems
were then performed by the class to
Fairway Seniors.

Before the public launch, the heritage
trail was previewed to a number of
local schools including Kings Norton
Boys' School, Kings Norton Girls'
School and Fairway Primary Academy.
There have been other benefits during
the period of development. The NAF
visited the skate park and, in
consultation with users, developed a
series of graphics covering local history,
which now brighten the area.

There's no plan to dismantle the
heritage trail, it will be in place for as
long as the display boards survive the
weather. It's a fascinating activity
which takes only an hour or so to
complete at a reasonable walking pace.

There's more information in the
'Crossing Bridges' section of the NAF
website 

. An entertaining and informative
activity pack can also be downloaded.
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For many people in low-income
countries, surgery is simply not an
option, either because it doesn’t
exist or it is completely
inaccessible. On board the floating
hospital, the Africa Mercy, Mercy
Ships provides safe surgery for free,
transforming thousands of lives in
every country it visits.
The ship has 5 operating theatres
and 82 in-patient beds. Operations
range from restoring eyesight, the
removal of benign tumours, or

correcting bone deformities to
correcting cleft palates and talipes
(club foot).

The Mercy Ships crew is led by a
team of 400 volunteers from up to
40 nations, all of whom give their
time and expertise for free. This
ranges from doctors, nurses,
physiotherapists to IT specialists,
cooks and cleaners. Some are on
board for a few weeks or months
and some live there for years. There

On Sunday 17th March, Immanuel Church welcomed Mary Fearon,
accompanied by her husband Rob, to talk about a charity called Mercy
Ships. Nicky Moorcroft had first heard about this charity in a magazine
called ‘Inspire’. At Spring Harvest, a Christian conference which takes
place during the Easter holidays, representatives from Mercy Ships
were available to talk about their work. Immanuel Church decided to
give to this charity last year, so we decided to ask them to come and
tell us what they do. At the end of the service we laid hands on Mary
and Rob and prayed for them and for the work of Mercy Ships.

Mercy Ships

More than 17 million people die every year
from conditions requiring surgical care.
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is a school for the volunteers'
children too. Lots of the volunteers
are Christians and they hold Bible
studies and services for the crew
and for the people who live in the
places where they dock. The staff
will pray with the patients before
surgery if the patient is happy for
them to do so.

Since 1978, Mercy Ships has
worked with compassion in more
than 55 countries, providing
services worth more than £1 billion
that have helped more than 2.5
million people. Their current focus
is on sub-Saharan Africa. Not only
do they perform these life-changing

operations on board the ship, they
build a five-year relationship with
every country they visit by
providing training and mentoring
for local professionals, renovating
hospitals and clinics, donating
medical equipment and advising
governments on healthcare policy
to eradicate diseases of poverty.

To find out more of the amazing
work which Mercy Ships carries out
and how you can donate to their
work, go to their website
www.mercyships.org.uk.

Nicky Moorcroft

Mercy Ships
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Lettuce with Everything

I have certainly come across some
characters whilst at sea! In the early
days of container fleets, I was a
Second Cook and Baker. On one
particular voyage I served with a
Chief Cook called Mr Reginald
Mathewson*. He was always rather
scruffy, always perspiring, and his
spectacles would steam up while he
was cooking. He never seemed to
wear socks at work. He also enjoyed
a quiet drink and would slip away at
times from the galley. I happened to
give  him an afternoon call one day

and spotted a bottle of whisky in
the toilet cabinet.

'Chatty Matty' was his nickname.
He produced a no-frills bill of fare
and was neither a good cook nor a
bad one. His nemesis was the
Catering Officer, a Mr Fred
Barnes*, who had been a Chef on
the liners. Mr Barnes was a Henry
VIII lookalike and would even turn
red in the face when in a temper.
He came into the galley one
morning and told Chatty Matty
that the presentation of his food
was non-existent. 'What do ye
mean?' says Reginald in his broad
Scottish drawl. By this time, Mr
Barnes' face has turned quite red.
'Well,' he says, 'perhaps a piece of
lettuce or tomato on the side of the
plate?'

And so it was that each plate ended
up with a garnish. But such items as
Irish stew do not go well with
lettuce and tomato garnish! Mr
Barnes was later seen to storm out
of a galley visit when one of the

Kings Norton’s best loved maritime raconteur reminisces
about characterful cooks he has encountered in the galley.
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wags from the crew was getting his
breakfast at the serving hatch. 'Good
morning, Chief. Could I have lettuce
and tomato on my eggs and bacon?'
I had to turn away, as I could see
that Barnes was, by now, almost
purple. It gave me a fit of the giggles.

Now Reginald (Chatty) had a dream
which, after a few drinks, he would
elaborate on to everyone on board.
He was saving up to buy and to
convert a large van into a mobile fish
& chip shop. His plan was to drive it
around the isolated villages in the
far north of Scotland. Well, he did,
indeed, leave a life at sea and got his
mobile chip van going. Alas! After

less than three weeks it caught fire
and was completely burnt out. This
information did the rounds of the
ship and raised many a smile. I
must admit that I found it very
amusing; but it really was a bit sad
for poor old Chatty.

As a footnote, I came across Mr
Barnes some years later and his
manner caused some problems.
But that's another tale, which I will
relate in due course.

Eddie Matthews

(*Names have been changed to
protect the identities of the
seafarers involved. Ed.)
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

www.facebook.com/KingsNortonTeam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Curate (Pioneer) The Revd Catherine Matlock
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Readers David Ash, Fay  Fearon,
 Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki
Lay Preacher Steve Wright
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Peter Hay & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Due to concerns about the condition of the masonry in the church tower, the
Tower Captain and the Rector have agreed to suspend bell ringing until a full

structural survey is completed. We hope to have the bells ringing again as soon
as possible. A survey of the tower has been commissioned. After the report has

been received, we will update our readers on the condition of the tower and give
details of any further action that needs to be taken.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ 198thscouts@gmail.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
 Scouts (10½-14): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Vicky Sumner
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2019 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions
and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details
of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the
copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

2nd April Margaret Rose Parton 85 SN.Cr.LH
9th April Olivant Rose Bailey 68 SN.Bu.KN
30th April Bert Frederick Rayner 96 SN.Bu.CY

Funerals
April 2019

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton, LH : Lodge Hill, RD : Redditch

Saint Nicolas’ Place
81 The Green
B38 8RU

 : Mon-Sat 9.00 - 4.00
 : Mon-Sat 10.00 - 3.00
 : Fri-Sat 11.00 & 2.00

Weddings, functions, corporate
& community events.

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
0121 458 1223
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


