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“Fairy tales,” wrote G.K.Chesterton, “do not
tell children that dragons exist. Children
already know that dragons exist. Fairy tales
tell children the dragons can be killed.”  If a
mere fairy tale can give us hope, how much
more powerful the true story we retell this
Lent, of Jesus’ journey towards a death that
will not be able to hold Him? And yet how
many, closing eyes and ears to the evidence,
dismiss even this story as a fairy tale?

Chesterton was right, however, about the
power of stories to change us. You can
choose to read the Christian Gospel as a
fantasy, but you cannot rob it of its power.
Whether you take it literally or figuratively,
this is The Story of Hope which resonates with
our deepest need, to know that death is not
the end, that life has a meaning, that
forgiveness is real; in short, that there is
hope.

In these pages, you will find reflections of that
hope, echoes of God at work, changing the
world, fighting injustice, building trust and
speaking in the small things of life. All of this
is happening through ordinary people like you
and me who have dared to believe that truth
is stranger and more wonderful than fiction.

The Editor
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From The Revd Robin Mortimore

Life After Birth
Two babies in the womb were talking.

“Tell me, do you believe in life after
birth?”

“Of course. After birth comes life.
Perhaps we are here to prepare for
what comes after birth.”

“Forget it! After birth there is nothing!
From there, no one has returned! And
besides, what would it look like?”

“I do not know exactly, but I feel that
there are lights everywhere.  Perhaps
we walk on our own feet, and eat with
our mouth.”

“This is utterly stupid! Walking isn't
possible! And how can we eat with
that ridiculous mouth? Can't you see
the umbilical cord? And for that
matter, think about it for a second:
postnatal life isn't possible because
the cord is too short.”

“Yes, but I think there is definitely
something, just in a different way from
what we call life.”

“You're stupid. Birth is the end of life
and that's it.”

“Look, I do not know exactly what will

happen, but Mother will help us.”

“The Mother? Do you believe in "The
Mother"?!”

“Yes.”

“Do not be ridiculous! Have you seen
The Mother anywhere? Has anyone
seen her?”

“No, but she is all around us. We live
within her. And certainly, it is thanks
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to her that we exist.”

“Well, now leave me alone with this
stupidity, right? I'll believe in The
Mother when I see her.”

“You cannot see her, but if you're
quiet, you can hear her song, you can
feel her love. If you're quiet, you can
feel her caress and you will feel her
protective hands.”

(Originally posted on Facebook in
Hungarian by Útmutató a Léleknek,
translated by Miranda Linda Weisz.)

Sometimes in this modern,
technological and ecological age, we
are tempted to think that we have
explanations for everything. Whatever
it is, the scientists will have some
logical explanation, or else they will
carry out some research, or a survey,
to prove it or dis-prove it.

But then, I wonder, how would we
have explained television to someone
who lived a hundred years ago?
Instant, live images of events from
thousands of miles away, appearing as
if by magic on a screen in our own
living rooms.

So do we have all the explanations in
our present age? Is there something
about life itself that we don't
understand,  a bit like the babies in the
womb?

Jesus invites us to put our trust in him.

There's no science, there's no logic,
just trust. A difficult concept for
today. But many have put their trust
in him, and as they live with him in
their lives hour by hour, day by day,
year by year, something has changed
in their lives. A hope in a better
world, a world where people are
treated equally, whatever their race,
gender, creed or colour. Where
children are brought up in freedom
and in safety. Where everyone has
the same chance, instead of the rich
becoming richer and the poor
becoming poorer. Where there is no
more mourning, or pain, or
separation.

Too good to be true? Or is there just
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a chance that it could be true? Is this
something to put our trust in, rather
than the broken, fragile, terminal
world around us?

Lent is a time for drawing closer to
God. For you, this may mean giving
something up, or it may mean doing
something that you would not usually
do. Try a different service in Church, an
extra one that you don't normally
attend. Or try the Open Bible Group on
a Wednesday morning or evening.

Or why not look outwards and be
encouraged by what Christians are
doing in other parts of the world.
Christians maintaining their faith
despite persecution (Barnabas Trust),
bringing relief and development for
some of the poorest on our planet
(Tear Fund), providing access by air to

some of the remotest parts of the
world (Missionary Aviation
Fellowship), providing help to those
suffering with leprosy (The Leprosy
Mission). God is at work, he is
building his kingdom; we just need to
open our eyes to behold it.

Whatever you decide to do, spare a
thought for Life after Birth. Perhaps
there is something about life on
earth that we do not understand, and
maybe we need to find someone we
can trust. Jesus said, "I am the way
and the truth and the life." (John
14:6) Just what did he mean by that?

Robin is one of three Honorary Assistant
Priests serving the parish part-time until
such time as a new Rector is appointed
(Editor).

Revd Robin Mortimore
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Midweek Holy Communion During Lent
Every Wednesday during Lent

12.00 noon

Thursdays during Lent

There will be NO SERVICE of Holy Communion at 11.00 a.m. during Lent.

If this arrangement works well, the midweek service of Holy Communion may
move permanently from Thursday to Wednesday at 12.00 noon to enable those
who come to the Bible study on Wednesdays to stay for Communion.   Please

let the Churchwardens know if you have any comments on this proposal.

A Parish Quiet Day

Do you feel as if life is rushing past you?  Always fancied a day away from
it all to reflect?  Need time to just be with God? Then this day is for you!

We are running a Parish Quiet day on Saturday 30th April from 10 am to
3.30 pm in St Nicolas’ Place.  If you have never been on a Quiet Day or are
not sure how you would use one, don’t worry. We shall be led through the
day by experienced people who will show us how best to use times of silence
and will teach us techniques to manage the time.  You will find it a great
introduction to spending time in reflection.

Tea and coffee will be available but you will need to bring a packed lunch.
The day is free. All we ask is a donation towards the cost of providing tea
and coffee.  There will be more details next month, but please put the date
in your diaries.

Revd Jayne Crooks

Saturday 30th April  10.00 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.
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It would be a great shame if history
only remembered the formidable
parliamentarian Enoch Powell for his
infamous “rivers of blood” speech in
Birmingham, after which many
unfairly branded him a racist. In fact,
he was one of the most accomplished
Britons of the 20th century and he spent
his crucial formative years here in our
parish.

A familiar sight for rail passengers at
Kings Norton station during most of

the 1920s was a schoolboy with a
serious demeanour, invariably
clutching a stack of schoolbooks and
wearing a tightly buttoned
mackintosh, whatever the weather.
They knew him as Jack Powell, and he
was on his way from his home in
Woodlands Park Road to King
Edward’s School, then in the centre
of town. He was set to become not
only one of the country's most
brilliant academics, but one of
Britain's most significant political
figures. His astonishing life has been
the subject of several necessarily
lengthy biographies, but here we'll
look at those vital schoolboy years.

Though no trace of a Midlands accent
was ever evident in his precisely
modulated speech in public life, Jack
(actually John Enoch Powell) was a
true Brummie, born in Stechford in
June 1912. His grandfather was an
iron merchant in Smethwick, but his
parents were successful teachers and
committed scholars. He was called
Enoch after the prophet: his family
could hardly expect that when their

They Came From Kings Norton

Brigadier The Right Honourable
Enoch Powell MBE
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son became an MP in the Black
Country, he'd be at the heart of “Enoch
(Aynuch) and Eli” territory, a fact that
he always found highly amusing.
Incidentally, it's not clear when
Jack/John decided to use his middle
name, but it was almost certainly well
after he left Kings Norton.

When his father Albert was appointed
Headmaster of the George Dixon
School in Edgbaston in 1918, the family
could afford to move out of Stechford,
and chose Kings Norton. Albert bought
a house in Woodlands Park Road
(number withheld out of respect to the
current owners), then still a fairly rural
area. Though their new home was only
a modest semi, the family's penchant
for scholarship and learning was
shown by the fact that one downstairs
room was called “the library”.

The nearest primary school was a
significant walk away along a lonely
path and young Jack's parents decided
that his learning should be based
closer to home. So for three years Jack

attended informal classes, held by a
local woman called Mabel Pane, in
her front room. Enoch never forgot
Mabel, whom he later described as
“a great teacher”. Mabel in turn had
a great deal to work with: apparently,
by the age of five Jack was reading
Ancient Greek!

His social life was also very localised.
With the shops of Kings Norton and
Cotteridge some distance away, the
children joined together to make
their own sweets. They also made
their own entertainment, one year
presenting Cinderella, in which Jack
played the Wizard, making himself
some long claws out of plasticine.

When he was ten, Jack left Mabel
Pane and went to the secondary
school just down the road, now Kings
Norton Grammar School for Boys. He
was there for four years, during
which, although already showing a
tendency to be a loner, he became an
outstanding student, so much so that
he won the rare distinction, for a boy
at a council school, of a coveted
Scholarship to King Edward’s School

The school was then in very heart of
the city, in a gothic building in New
Street (see next page). Jack took to
city life instantly, enthusiastically
exploring the centre, particularly
John Bright Street, where there were
numerous second hand bookshops to
browse.
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With New Street Station so close to the
school, it was logical that Jack would
travel in and out every day by train:
indeed, sometimes he actually made
the round trip home for lunch with his
mother. Though not a natural mixer
and increasingly self-possessed, he
couldn't resist joining his schoolmates
in a little mischievous railway
vandalism, normally by unscrewing
luggage racks. Jack's particular skill lay
in reaching out of the compartment
window and knocking off the hats of
the porters.

As an individual, he rapidly acquired a
forbidding image: not only the boys,
but some of the teachers were actually
in awe not only of his precocious
scholasticism, but also his impregnable
self-confidence and sureness of

direction. One contemporary said
"He was agreeable and polite, but
was completely self-sufficient: he
didn't seem to want to share his life."

For him, studies were a serious
business. He was rarely seen to smile
and earned the nickname “Scowelly
Powelly”. His academic excellence,
helped by his passion for the Greek
and Latin languages and their poets,
dramatists and philosophers,
brought him many accolades. He
became a State Scholar and a City of
Birmingham Major Scholar. In
autumn 1930, at the age of 18, he
won a place at Trinity College,
Cambridge.

Though he most probably returned
home on occasions during the long
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university holidays, the Kings Norton
period of his life was effectively over.
He fulfilled his potential brilliantly:
when he was only 26, he became
Professor of Greek at Sydney
University, the youngest professor in
the whole of the Commonwealth.

The war intervened, but only served to
prove Enoch's astounding capabilities.
He enlisted in the Royal Warwickshire
Regiment and set out on a
distinguished and meteoric army
career, including a key role in planning
the defeat of Rommel in North Africa.
In 1944 he became the youngest
Brigadier in the British army.

After the war, Powell decided on
public life. Having joined the
Conservatives, in 1950 he became MP
for the new constituency of
Wolverhampton South-West, selected
for the seat largely because of his
Midlands roots.

The rest of his career is well
documented. At one time a capable
Minister for Health, he was also
probably the most outstanding
parliamentarian of his era in terms of
his oratory and the sheer power of his
arguments. And then, fatally in terms
of his career, that speech in April 1968
at Birmingham's Midland Hotel, a
speech that saw him condemned by
politicians and journalists and others
who could not hold a candle to him
intellectually or in terms of integrity.

He continued to make a major
contribution to many political issues
right up until he left Parliament in
1987, but never again from a position
of true influence.

He died in London aged 85, on 8
February 1998. Dressed in his
brigadier's uniform, Enoch was
buried in his regiment's plot in
Warwick Cemetery.

If you wish to read further, Simon
Heffer's "Like the Romans" and
Robert Shepherd's "Enoch Powell"
are two comprehensive biographies.

Michael Kennedy

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 12th Mar 2016

9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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Confirmation 2016
This year, our annual Confirmation service is on Sunday
10th April at 10.30 a.m. in St Nicolas’ Church with our
Diocesan Bishop, The Right Reverend David Urqhart.
Confirmation classes have now begun, but if you are
interested and have not yet joined in please speak to
Pauline Weaver or give your name and telephone
number to one of the Wardens at Church.

Church
Parade
Dates

Sunday 20th March 2016

Sunday 10th July 2016

Sunday 11th September 2016

Sunday 13th November 2016
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God moves in a
mysterious way
A low, autumn sun shone through the
glorious Burne-Jones windows in St.
Philip's, Birmingham's tiny cathedral,
radiating glowing ruby-red light round the
church. The flower arrangers were
preparing for harvest festival, adding an
earthy, fragrant smell to the already heady
atmosphere. It was September 2005.
Neville and I had a momentous decison to
make. Should we move to Birmingham to
be nearer family or stay in Cumbria where
we had lived for many years?

The baroque-style St. Philip's Church, built
in 1705, became the city's cathedral in
1905 when the new Diocese of
Birmingham was formed. Edward Burne-
Jones was born in nearby Bennett's Hill
and was baptized there. He began
studying to become a church minister but
renounced it, though not his faith, for a life
devoted to art. His great friend was
William Morris and together they moved
away from the pre-Raphaelites into the
movement known as Aestheticism. He was
made president of the Birmingham Society
of Artists in 1885.

Burne-Jones donated several windows to
St. Philip's in 1897, including the triptych
at the eastern end which were
disseminating this wonderful light. My
daughter and I had been shopping and
entered the cathedral for some spiritual
uplift and guidance. As we sat and prayed,
the sunlight entering through the windows

hit the altar, the floor tiles and the pews,
flooding the church with a surreal,
beautiful, red glow. It was a moment of
epiphany! We had the answer to prayer
as surely as if God had spoken out loud.
Yes, we would move to Birmingham. This
is a decision we have never regretted.
Birmingham quickly became home, St.
Nicolas’ our church, and we're still here!

I was telling this story to some friends in
church who said; “God really does move
in mysterious ways!” I can still feel that
moment of certainty, of guidance, of
mystery and of joy which I thought you
would like to share, especially as, this
year, the cathedral celebrates over 300
years in the heart of Birmingham, with
Birmingham at its heart.

Thelma Mitchell
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Foodbank News
Bogoff! No, I'm not being rude. It's the
name for buy-one-get-one-free
"bargains" that seem to pop up all
over the place. They have always
worried me, as the very people who
could do with getting a good bargain
are the ones who can't afford the
product in the first place, or can't carry
two of them home on foot or on the
bus.

My dream of running a bogoff- club,
where those with the ability to buy
them and transport them could bring
them somewhere to swap or give
away, is no longer is needed. This
week (mid-February) Which? has
brought legal pressure on our
supermarket giants to stop this
practice as some of their so-called
bogoff's or money-off savings actually
save nothing and catch out the
shopper, unless you are prepared to
do mental arithmetic at the shelves, or
use the calculator on your phone.

It is actually a landmark victory for
fairer shopping for all of us. It is
something for us to celebrate, even
if it means that giving to the
Foodbank may change a little.

Sylvia Fox

Two Dates for Your Diary
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM), the parish’s equivalent of an A.G.M., will
take place on the evening of Monday 25th April. More details will appear in next month’s
magazine.

The Women’s World Day of Prayer meets at Cotteridge Church at 2.00 p.m. on Friday 4th
March, or at 7.00 p.m. at St Nicolas’ Church.
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Holy Week Services
All services are at St Nicolas’ Church unless otherwise stated.

Palm Sunday 20th March
9.00 a.m. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

10.30 a.m. Parade and Parish Communion
6.00 p.m.  Evening Worship

Monday 21st March & Tuesday 22nd March
8.00 p.m. Compline with Reflection

Wednesday 23rd March
12.00 noon  Holy Communion

8.00 p.m. Compline with Reflection

Maundy Thursday 24th March
8.00 p.m.  Holy Communion with Watch of Prayer to follow until 10.00 p.m.

Good Friday 25th March
10.30 a.m.  Family Service at St Nicolas’ Church

10.30 a.m. Walk of Witness at Immanuel Church
12.00 noon   Holy Communion

1.00 p.m. - 2.00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
2.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.  Tenebrae Service

(Tenebrae has 12th century origins and was first used as a means of meditation on the Passion of
Jesus in monastic prayer in the latter part of Holy Week.  The main feature is the gradual

extinguishing of light as the Passion narrative is proclaimed).

Saturday 26th March
8.00 p.m. Easter Vigil Service & First Communion of Easter

Easter Sunday 27th March
9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion

10.30 a.m. Services of Holy Communion at St Nicolas’, Immanuel and Hawkesley
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship for Easter with Holy Communion to follow
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The country of Malawi is one of
the poorest of the world and 1 in
7 pregnant woman in Malawi are
infected with the HIV virus. Be-
cause healthcare is expensive,
many of these will pass the virus
on to their unborn children, 50%
of whom will not survive their sec-
ond birthday.  But, with support,
advice and treatment, the risks of
passing on the virus can be re-
duced to 1%.

TearFund, a UK based Christian
Charity, is supporting an initiative
called Bwenzi la Amayi or Mother
Buddies. These are Tearfund
trained volunteers drawn from lo-
cal churches, themselves living
with HIV, who support pregnant
women in their community. They

visit vulnerable pregnant women
about eight times over a 12–15
month period, covering 6–9
months of pregnancy and 6
months after birth and support
the family through encourage-
ment and friendship, and by pro-
viding information and helping
women to attend antenatal ap-
pointments.

Here is what one young mum
said about her Mother Buddy:

“I’m very happy as I managed to
deliver a negative HIV baby as a
result of the support I got from
the mother buddy. I am very sure
that without the support of the
mother buddy my baby would
have been HIV positive since I

Mother Buddies
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would not have followed the in-
structions I got from the hospital,
which has helped me not to pass
the HIV virus to my baby.  Now I
encourage every pregnant woman
to go for antenatal services so she
can get proper advice. In addition
I tell them that they need to get an
HIV test so that they know how to
take care of themselves.”

The Mother Buddies have access
to a special mobile phone which
enables 1000 chat messages to be
sent for the price of a single text
message (12p).  Through this serv-
ice the Mother Buddy has access
in her own language to informa-
tion and questions to ask during
each of the eight visits. Informa-
tion is collected on the phone,
which links into the Ministry of

Health, enabling monitoring,
analysis and evaluation of the
pregnancy. It even sends remind-
ers of antenatal appointments.

They also have access to bicycles,
allowing one Mother Buddy to
cover several villages.

Tearfund are hoping to raise
£20,000 this year to support the
existing Mother Buddies and to
train 10 new ones.

Hawkesley Pancake Evening (al-
ways a great event) raised
£153.15 towards this scheme
and at £25 a bike. This could pro-
vide six bikes for Mother Buddies
in Malawi.

Well done everyone!

Revd Jayne Crooks
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Can you explain what Challenge
2016 is and how it works?

Challenge 2016 is an exciting project
that Ruby and I have invented and in
which we will be taking part
throughout the year. We will be
carrying out a special, sometimes
unique, challenge each month
connected to the number 2016 in
order to raise as much money as
possible for St. Basil's, a local charity
which works with young people who
are homeless or at risk of
homelessness.

What motivated you to get
involved?

We were both eager to raise money
for charity this year, following our
Half Marathon challenge for the
MSA Trust in 2014. As teenagers,
we felt it important to support a
charity which is both local and
helps people our own age. St Basil's
has been providing a lifeline for
thousands of 16 to 25 year olds
across the city for over 40 years, all
of whom are homeless and often
victims of addiction, gang violence

Aoife & Ruby
Change The
World
(one challenge at a time)

Two local teenagers, Aoife Hay and
Ruby  Hodges, are fed up with waiting
for someone else to do something
about youth homelessness and have
decided to take matters their own
hands. We asked them to tell us more.
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and sexual exploitation. We both feel
incredibly strongly about promoting
the "taboo" issue of youth
homelessness, which should not
exist in the seventh richest nation in
the world.

Who else is doing it with you?

For the majority of the challenges,
Ruby and I will be braving it alone.
However, we are very keen for as
many people to get involved with
supporting us; how about coming
and joining us on the "Big Sleep Out"
on the 25th November?

What exactly will you be doing
and for how long?

Our first challenge was to live off
£20.16 of food for both of us for
seven days, averaging at £1.44 a day.
This proved to be a challenging but

eye-opening experience. Through-
out the year, we plan to cycle 201.6
km, be "social media free" for 201.6
hours (which could prove quite the
task for two sixteen year olds!) and
make 201 food and toiletries
packages to hand out at the shelter
amongst many other challenges
across the year. The food package
challenge, for example, will rely on
support from others such as the
congregation at St. Nicolas’.

How does the partnership
with St Basil's work? Did you
choose them, or was it the
other way around?

St. Basil's have been incredibly
supportive and encouraging since
we decided to support them
throughout 2016 late last year.
They have introduced a monthly
feature on Challenge 2016 into
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their newsletter and are helping us in
promoting our cause as much as
possible. We are aiming to raise at
least £2,016 to help them continue
their incredible work, which we
witnessed first-hand in January
when we were
invited to visit a
seventeen-bed
mother & baby unit
which the charity
run. Not only was it
harrowing to witness
the way in which
many girls our age
across the city have
to live their lives, but
it inspired us further
to raise as much
money as possible
for this unique charity.

What has surprised you the
most about the experience?

What has been most surprising has
been learning more about the extent
of the issue of youth homelessness,
not only nationally but on our
doorsteps here in Birmingham. St
Basil’s supports over 4,000 young
people every year and it has been
both surprising and heart-warming

to witness first hand the inspiring
work that they do. It has also been
harrowing to learn of the trauma
these young people experience.
Many are forced to deal with these
issues entirely on their own before

arriving at St. Basil's.

How does it make
you feel?

Whilst we feel
motivated and
inspired to raise as
much money as
possible, we also feel
deeply saddened that
such an issue exists
in our country in the
first place. With the

usage of food banks continuing to
rise and homelessness increasing,
it is more important than ever that
we do all we can to try and tackle
such a complex yet important issue.
It can be avoided. It can be stopped.
It is here, it is in our city. We can get
rid of youth homelessness. We need
your help and the young people
who find themselves in these
situations need you to talk about it,
to stop shying away. It is happening
right now, right this second. They

“We feel deeply

saddened that such

an issue exists in our

country […] It can be

stopped. It is here, it

is in our city. We can

get rid of youth

homelessness.
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need you. The teenage mothers and
their babies, the 16 year-old who has
been evicted by her own parents and
the 18 year old boy who has been a
victim of domestic abuse and has
nowhere to sleep tonight. No-one
should face homelessness alone. No
exceptions. We live in the worlds 7th

richest country. It is unacceptable.

What insights has your
Challenge given you into
aspects of life which you did not
know about before?

It was staggering to experience mild
starvation during our food challenge
week, a saddening reality for many in
our area. It has been upsetting to
experience the brutality of youth
homelessness and we have been
moved by the complexity of the
tragic cases St. Basil's deals with
every day.

What kind of reaction do you
get from family and friends
when you tell them what you
are doing?

The reception we have received so
far has been incredible and
encouraging and we are looking
forward to continuing to promote
Challenge 2016 throughout the
year. It is set to be an exciting and
challenging year and we hope many
of you will be able to get involved
with St. Basil's or support us
directly by donating through our
Just Giving Page, which you can
find online at

bit.ly/1mCXvme

Aoife and Ruby were interviewed
by the Editor in February 2016.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Parade Service (Morning Worship) for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet for all. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Evensong (B.C.P.).

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer
Thursday 11 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Morning Worship
Tuesday 10am Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee as you wish.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses. Do ask.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 1.00 pm 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm : Candlelit Church with informal
learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles, conversation,
creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer. With Messy

Church for all ages every 2nd Saturday (Market Day).

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

in term time at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open for all

It costs around £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Fire Down Below!

It’s January 1963 and the P&O liner
Canberra, a liner of 45,000 tons, is
preparing to leave Southampton on
the long voyage to Australia. It’s a bad
winter’s day with heavy snowflakes
causing various problems with the
embarcation of some 1,500 passengers.
The boat trains from London are
severely delayed. Local movements
are also restricted because of the deep
snow and drifts on the roads.

The tourist class passengers are mainly
emigrants moving to live in Australia.
They have at least 300 children with
them. These were the days of the £10-
per-person tickets subsidised by the
Australian government.

Canberra was due to depart late
afternoon this same day. She
eventually left Southampton at
midnight. The ship’s company had to
work long hours to get all the
passengers settled and fed.

I was a public room steward and glad
to think about getting some rest at
about 1 a.m. that same night. A great
friend and work colleague called
Ronalto said he felt that something
would happen to the ship on this
voyage. “Don’t be daft,” I said. “It’s
that little, spooky Italian village where

you live that’s made you touchy.”
Five days later, Canberra is in the
Mediterranean, not too far from
Malta. The seas are calm and quite
mild, the passengers seem content
and pleased to leave the winter
weather behind.

At 2 a.m. the alarms are sounded. A
tannoy announcement states that a
localised fire has broken out in the
engine room. We later found out that
the main electrical board had become
white hot. All passengers were
advised to don warm clothes and to
muster on the promenade deck by
the lifeboats. A search was made of
all cabins to ensure that all were out
of the confines of the ship. The
lifeboats were made ready to lower.

The fire was eventually extinguished.
It was rather a close call as, beneath

Eddie Matthews, our resident maritime explorer, tells of the
night when the SS Canberra caught fire en route for Australia.
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the fire, the ship’s full oil tanks were
becoming very hot. Meanwhile, there
was very little panic. The sea was calm
with no breeze. It was, in fact, a nice
morning weather-wise. Apart from a
few minor cases of smoke inhalation,
everyone on board was safe and
unhurt. So all stood and watched the
sunrise.

The P & O Line Stratheden appeared on
the horizon. She was on her last
homeward voyage before being
scrapped. Other ships were in sight
and the Royal Navy cruiser Lion had
put to sea from Malta. Later that
morning, a lifeboat came over from the
Stratheden laden with large loaves of
bread from her bakery.

Canberra was completely dead in the
water. Only some emergency lights
were on in the corridor. The first meal
was the children’s breakfast, cereal,
juice and bread. It was cold food for all,
no hot drinks at all for over two days.

Eventually, the engineer managed to
get the engines partially active and
Canberra was able to anchor in Malta
harbour. The voyage was over. All the
passengers had to leave the ship.
Charter flights took those who were
emigrating over to Australia and a
Dutch liner took the mainly first-class
passengers back to Britain.

After almost a fortnight, Canberra
limped back to Belfast, where she had
been built, for repairs. It was a stormy
voyage home. The ship’s company
went on leave for almost two months

before rejoining. It was still winter
and quite a struggle to get back to
Birmingham.

Perhaps someone was looking down
on us all. If the weather had been bad
at the time of the fire, there may have
been a tragic story to tell.

When I got home, both Mum and
Dad told me how, on the night
Canberra was on fire, they had been
unable to sleep and had made a cup
of tea at 3 a.m., quite baffled as to
why they were doing so. The next
morning, they heard the news on the
radio and were pleased to learn that
all aboard were safe and sound.

Eddie Matthews
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St Nicolas’ Church Choir News
The church choir has recently welcomed two
new trebles, Jacob and Ted Fox, who were
presented with their surplices on 7th February
2016. Amber Wilson has been awarded her
Light Blue medal and Ciara Hay (Deputy Head
Chorister, top left) her Dark Blue medal, both
for progress in singing, music theory, aural
work and textual understanding.
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Meeting
Our Serbian
Neighbours
On 13th February, the Serbian
Orthodox Church of the Holy
Prince Lazar in Bournville
hosted its first Open Day.
David and Judy Ash went
along to find out more.

We had encountered the Eastern
Orthodox Church many times
before, Judy in the multicultural
melting-pot of her home town,
Chicago, and David during time
spent as a student in the Soviet
Union in the 1980s. Orthodox
Christianity is more ancient than
the Protestant and Catholic
traditions with which we are more
familiar in the West and has
changed less over the intervening
centuries. You may know it for the
splendour of its icons, some of
which we display during monthly
Taizé services at St Nicolas’
Church, or for the echoes of its
Byzantine liturgy in classical works

by composers from Tchaikovsky to
Tavener. You may have visited
Orthodox churches during
holidays in countries such as
Greece or Bulgaria and marvelled
at their beauty. You may also have
found yourself reflecting, as we
sometimes do, on the tragedy
which befell England in the 16th

century when the State sponsored
the destruction of religious images
in churches and cathedrals on an
unprecedented scale.  What
treasures might our churches
contain today if our Protestant
ancestors had not become so
fearful of what they saw as
idolatry?
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Michael J Gill & Daughter
Painter & Decorator

Trading locally for 30 years with over

40 years experience

Please phone 0121 458 3830 for a free estimate

We were therefore delighted to
receive an invitation to be part of
the first occasion on which the
Serbian Orthodox church in
Bournville, just ten minutes from St
Nicolas’, opened its doors to the
public.

What we experienced during the
four hours we spent there went far
beyond a simple church tour. With
characteristic generosity and
warmth, not to mention national
pride, the Serbian community,
some of whom travel very long
distances from other parts of the
UK to worship in Bournville,
immersed their visitors in a vibrant
and fascinating cultural
programme. Choral music in the
Byzantine tradition, historical
insights, Serbian folk songs and
dances, an address by Bishop
Maksim, the Serbian Bishop in the
United States, the presence of a
representative from the Serbian

Embassy and generous helpings
of Serbian food all contributed to
an unforgettable experience. We
left feeling that, in some strange
way, we had stepped outside
England and into The Balkans for
an afternoon. The  welcome
extended to over 200 guests was
sincere and genuine as was the
willingness to offer the riches
embedded in Serbian Orthodox
culture to the wider community.

In these dark times when, we are
told, the Church of Christ has
rarely been persecuted more
widely or with greater ferocity, it
is more important than ever that
Christians who have been
separated by history set aside
their differences, learn from each
other and stand together. As we
write this, history is being made in
the first official meeting in over
1,000 years between a Pope and a
Russian Orthodox Patriarch in
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Cuba, a meeting from which Pope
Francis emerged with the words,
“Finally! We are brothers!”.  Our
own Church of England has been in
regular dialogue with the Orthodox
church since 1973. More than 40
years of discussion have brought
both churches to the point where
they can, in documents like the 2015
Buffalo Statement* rejoice in great
expanses of shared faith and
theology. Church leaders
worldwide are leading us into
closer relationships with each other

across traditional denominational
divides. Who then are we to hold
back?

Natasa Jovanovic is a member of
the Serbian Church in Bournville.
She did a wonderful job of
stitching together the various
events of the Open Day with a
commentary designed to give the
audience a deeper insight into the
history of her church. Here is
some of what she said, reprinted
with her permission.

“We are delighted to see so many of
you gathered here for our very first
Open Day of the Serbian Orthodox
Church of the Holy Prince Lazar.
Tonight we will introduce you to our
Serbian culture, traditions and faith.”

“According to some historians, the
word ‘Serbia’ was first mentioned in
the 8th century. However, it is
established that the Serbian tribal
communities were converted to
Christianity in the 9th century by two
brothers, the missionary Saints Cyril
and Methodius. In the 12th century,
Stefan Nemanja, the Grand Prince of
Serbia, who became Saint Simeon,
together with his son Saint Sava,
founded the Serbian Orthodox
Church. Their icons can be seen in
our church.”

“The Serbian Orthodox parish of the
Holy Prince Lazar was established
in the late 1940s, after the Second
World War, when numerous exiles
from former Yugoslavia came as
workers to the UK from Displaced
Persons Camps. Their first chapel in
Birmingham was created in a
converted residential building in
nearby Middleton Hall Road under
the care of our first priest Father
Radovan Miljkovic.”

“In the early 1960s, the land on
which the church now stands was
purchased from the Cadbury family
at a very favourable price and the
foundation stones were laid in
1965. The driving force behind the
building of our church was the late
Father Milenko Zebic and his

* Full text available online at bit.ly/1POiFWM
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comrade exiles who made many
sacrifices to build  fitting place for
themselves and future generations to
worship in peace and harmony.

With much jubilation among the
whole community, the church was
consecrated in 1968. All the materials
except the bricks came from sacred
places in Serbia. When we stand on
the marble floor, in our hearts we are
standing on Serbian ground.

In the UK, the church is a unique
example of Byzantine artistic style
and architecture and is dedicated to

the Holy Prince Lazar of Kosovo,
whose relics lie within the church
foundations.

Amongst our many benefactors, to
whom we are extremely grateful,
the most notable has been the
Cadbury family and especially, in
recent decades, the late Sir Adrian
Cadbury and the late Sir Alfred
Owen, who was a friend of our
church from its inception. His family
very generously continue to
support us.”

Natasa Jovanovic

To find out more about the Serbian Church in Bournville, visit their website at
www.lazaricachurch.co.uk

To see more photos of the Open Day and of the church interior in glorious colour, visit
bit.ly/1R5Zvyq and bit.ly/1QFuVc5
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Some of us recently took part in a
Deanery pilgrimage to Birmingham
Cathedral. Usually, we think of
pilgrimages as being much further
than just popping into the city
centre but what matters is not the
distance but the travelling
together. I think of a pilgrimage as
a journey of faith and, as such, we
are all pilgrims, travelling on a
journey and we travel together.
Some are journeying towards
Confirmation through preparation
sessions, some towards Easter
through Lent Bible study, others
join together through worship or
fellowship.

During our time of worship at the
Cathedral we sang the traditional
hymn “He who would valiant be”
with its famous last line “to be a
pilgrim”. The words to the hymn
were written by John Bunyan.
Bunyan, who lived during the
seventeenth century, was a prolific
writer and his most famous work,
The Pilgrim's Progress, was written
during his twelve-year
imprisonment in Bedfordshire
County Prison. Bunyan, a non

conformist,
was
imprisoned for
not attending
church and for
refusing to stop preaching.

But for me, the hymn and the name
of John Bunyan will always remind
me of Terry Waite. Terry Waite was
the Archbishop of Canterbury's
special envoy during the 1980s,
who was captured and held
hostage in Lebanon. During his
1,763 days in captivity just one
piece of mail managed to reach
him. It was a postcard of a stained
glass window depicting John
Bunyan in prison. In his book Taken
On Trust Waite says “I looked at the
card and thought, ‘My word
Bunyan, you are a lucky fellow.
You've got a window out of which
you can look, see the sky and here I
am in a dark room. You've got pen
and ink, you can write, but here am
I, I've got nothing and you've got
your own clothes, a table, a chair’”.

We often take for granted the
basics in life such as being able to

Small Stuff Matters
The Thoughts of a Children’s Worker
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see the sky from a window, or
having a chair to sit on and a pen to
write with. Perhaps remembering
this story helps us to feel empathy
for refugees who live in transit
camps with very few possessions
and to remember that there are
people worse than off than us.

The postcard that Terry Waite
received simply said “We
remember, we shall not forget. We
shall continue to pray for you and to
work for all people who are detained
around the world”. Knowing that
people outside were thinking of him
was one of the things that helped

him to cope with his captivity.

The Bunyan postcard and its effect
on Terry Waite illustrate that it is
the smallest of gestures that can
make the biggest difference to
someone. A kind word. A simple
action. A listening ear. A shoulder
to cry on. So, instead of worrying
that we can't do anything to
change a situation or that our
actions are too small to make a
difference, perhaps instead we
need to remember that it is the
small actions that matter.

Pauline Weaver
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At the Society’s meeting on Monday 21st March once more we welcome
Dr Mike Hodder for his talk entitled "BEFORE BEORMA: PREHISTORIC &
ROMAN BIRMINGHAM". The Society meets from 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. in
the North Hall of St Nicolas’ Place.  There is a fee of £3 for visitors, who
are  always welcome at the Society's meetings.

Claire Simpson, Chairman.

Kings Norton History Society

OF KINGS NORTON
46 Calver ley Road, Kings Nor ton, Birmingham B38 8PW

Tel: 0121 459  3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair  Spindals, Ski r ting, Etc.

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over  40years exper ience

Company D irect ors:A.S. Cr ow ton, S.  Crowt on.
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Funerals
January 2016 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

6th Jan Michael Leslie Jackson 71 Bu.CY
7th Jan Robert Gregg 91 SN.Bu.CY
13th Jan Charles Leslie Willmott 85 SN.Bu.CY
13th Jan John Charles Wattis 2 weeks Bu.CY
14th Jan Lorraine Marie Carter 53 In.CY
14th Jan Bruce John Kelly 51 SN.Bu.KN
15th Jan Betty Florence Harper 83 SN.Bu.KN
16th Jan Ronald William Childs 90 In.CY
19th Jan Christine Marjorie Lardner 70 SN.Bu.CY
22nd Jan John Frederick Bates 71 SN.Bu.KN
26th Jan Mary Agnes Welch 72 Bu.CY
29th Jan Patricia Ellen Bryan 86 Bu.CY
29th Jan Costas Georgiou 90 SN.Bu.KN

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton Cemetery, LH : Lodge Hill, PB : Perry Barr, QN : Quinton,
RH : Robin Hood, RD : Redditch, SC : Sutton Coldfield, WI : Witton,

WP : Westall Park,
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Stephen Price wrote: Frances was a
much loved historian who lived and
worked in Cotteridge and King’s Norton
most of her life. She taught history at
Kings Norton Grammar School for Girls
where she shared her enthusiasm for
her subject by teaching her pupils the
methods of historical enquiry using
local sources. Under her tutelage the
senior girls transcribed the original 18th

century enclosure award for Kings
Norton. For any researcher this would
have been a rather daunting task, but
with Frances’s guidance her young
researchers learnt how to use an
original source to gain a rare insight into
both local and national issues around
the enclosure movement.

As a teacher in the 1950s and 1960s
Frances was an active member of the
Birmingham Branch of the Historical
Association where a number of her
peers were helping to raise the
potential of local history in education.
At the same time the University of
Birmingham’s Extra-Mural Department
supported the cause by funding evening
classes at Sheldon, Bickenhill, Yardley

and Solihull under Victor Skipp and at
Harborne and Kings Norton under
Phyllis Nicklin. Frances was a member
of the Kings Norton class from its
outset in 1964 and for the next decade
worked tirelessly, first on the
transcription and interpretation of
probate wills and inventories of
dozens of local men and women from
the 16th to the 18th century, and then
on the analysis of the mid-19th century
census returns. With fellow class
member Winifred Rindl they used the
Tithe Map to plot and identify the sites
of all the homes and workshops of
local nailmakers. This research was
followed up by fieldwork, recording
what then remained of these
distinctive buildings in places like
Rednal.

(Continued on page 42)

In Memoriam : Frances Hopkins 1923 - 2016

Frances Hopkins died peacefully in Queen Elizabeth Hospital on 6 February at the
age of 92.  She was a dear friend and continued to be an active member of the
Kings Norton History Society Committee until last May.  I asked Stephen Price, as
he had been a member of the Extra-mural Study Group, which was the inspiration
for the Kings Norton History Society, if he would like to write her obituary.

Claire Simpson (Chairman Kings Norton History Society)
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Saint Nicolas’ Place

www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk
The Tudor Merchant’s House and the 17th century Old Grammar School set

around the Norman foundation of St Nicolas’ Church and containing the 18th
century Saracen’s Head constitute the finest collection of mediaeval buildings in
Birmingham. They are owned and managed by Kings Norton Parish church for all

to discover, enjoy and use.

Café : Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm

Gift Shop : Tuesday to Saturday 10am-3pm

Guided Tours: Friday and Saturday at 11am and 2pm.

Group tours can be booked at various times during the week.

Booking: Visit our website for details and photos of our facilities for weddings,
family functions, corporate and community events and training. We offer a wide
range of catering options too. You are welcome to view at a time to suit you. Call

us on 0121 458 1223 to arrange a visit or email info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk.
Marriage and baptism enquiries are welcomed at St Nicolas’ Church on

Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8pm.

© DAP 2011

Activities
Saint Nicolas’ Place is home to a wide range of activities every week including Uniformed

Groups, Seniors’ Club, Community Choir, Social Support Groups, Zumba, Rhythm Time, Slimming
World, Dance and Fitness Groups, Kings Norton History Society, and heritage group events. We

still have room for more. We are also developing rich local archive and study resources.
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office. Situated inside Saint Nicolas’ Place on Kings Norton

Green, it is open from Monday to Friday between 10 am and 1 pm.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Please note that, while the parish is without a Rector, authority is in the hands of the
Churchwardens, Anne and Phil, and of the Area Dean, the Revd Melusi Sibanda. Our

honorary assistant clergy, working part-time, are:

Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jane Platt
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Robin Mortimore
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Children’s Work Development Worker Pauline Weaver
Readers: David Ash, Mandy Butler,
 Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator Anne Hughes

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Anne Hughes & Phil Burton
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Clare Dean 0121 459 6185

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Churchyard Care  Anne Hughes
Flower Arranging  Alison Blumer 0121 486 2837
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778 449 170).
Choir practices are held on Fridays (tuition from 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors from 6.30 - 7.45
pm, adults from 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices are held on Mondays (3.00-4.30 pm) and

on some evenings. Please phone first to check.

Bell Ringing Julie Winterbourne     01 244 7171       julie18881@gmail.com
Practices for bell ringers are held on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.15 pm in the church tower.

SAINT NICOLAS’ PLACE

Ancient buildings given new life by community and church in partnership.
Contact & booking details are on page 39.

Manager: Andrew Driscoll.

Seniors’ Club (Over 65s) Marlene Collyer, Anne Dent & Janice Boyett
Every Wednesday 1pm – 3 pm

Women's Fellowship Carol Devic (Secretary)
2-3pm,1st Thursday of the month

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Scouts and Cubs (St Nicolas,198th Birmingham)
Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm Penny Hattersley 628 5694
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm Alan Haynes 07534 615489
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2016 and may not be reproduced
in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions and comments
expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Team or its staff. Where the © symbol appears beneath a text,
written permission to reprint has been obtained from the copyright holder.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details of the
provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be produced in
full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted for publication
contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint
it must be supplied to the Editor.

THE CHILDREN 'S SOCIETY BOX COLLECTION 2015/16

The amount raised this year is £480 bringing our running total to £18,756.
Once again, on behalf of The Children's Society and myself, grateful thanks
for your continued generosity, help and support. Sincere and grateful
thanks too, to all who participated in the Christingle Service.

Pat Dovey

By the late
1970s, after the Extra-Mural class had
closed, it was clear to a small group of
local people that there was need for a
history society in Kings Norton. This was
the time when many such societies
were formed across the country. Locally
that interest had been shown by the
level of public interest in exhibitions
staged in Kings Norton library with
support from the City Museum & Art
Gallery. The Kings Norton History
Society was formed in 1980 and Frances
was in the vanguard, serving first as
secretary from 1983-86 and then
Chairman from 1986 - 2002. Over these
two decades she shared her knowledge

of Kings Norton’s rich heritage in talks
and publications, writing studies of
the Puritan minister Thomas Hall, the
parish boundaries and 18th century
enclosure of local commons and
wastes in the Society’s series of
occasional papers.

Frances was a dedicated historian;
quiet, kind, unassuming and modest,
she was passionate about sharing her
enthusiasm for her subject through
education. Her work as a teacher and
through the Kings Norton History
Society gave so many people the
opportunity to acquire those skills of
enquiry and discovery.

(Continued from page 37)
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X7 and printed by
Harlequin Print Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454  Fax: 0121 458 3089 Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk


